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THIRTY-FOURTH REPORT 

OF THE 

INSPECTORS-GENERAL OF PRISONS IN IRELAND. 



In our Annual Report for 1855, whilst recording the W- 
conclusion of the tenth year since the famine and its , — 

consequences commenced to swell the amount of our 
criminal population, we are happily enabled to show that 
crime, which reached its climax in 1850, and which has 
since that date been year by year steadily decreasing, 
has during the past year maintained its rate of decrease, 
and is rapidly returning to the position in which it stood 
in 1 846, the year which we have latterly taken as our 
basis for the purposes of measuring the rise and fall of 
crime, in consequence of its melancholy notoriety as the 
first year of dearth. The subjoined Tables will be found 
fully to bear out the above remarks 



No. 1. — Numbeh of Peisokeks is Gaols. 



On 1st ! 


January, 


1850, 


. 10,967 


| On 1st January, 


1854, 


Do. 


do. 


1851, 


. 10,084 


Do. 


do. 


1855, 


Do. 


do. 


1852, 


8,803 


Do. 


do. 


1856, 


Do. 


do. 


1853, 


. 7,604 









5,755 

5,080 

3,561 



No. 2. — Gaols. 



Years. 


Total confined 
| in Gaols. | 


Daily Average. 


Ye*™. 


Total confined 
in Gaols. 


Daily Average. 




47,311 


5,470 


1851, . 


113,554 


10,746 






8,900-3 


1852, . 


92,638 


8,579-5 




97,959 


10,968 


1853, . 


83,805 






112,478 


12,648 


1854, . 


73,733 




1850, . 


115,871 


11,496 


1855, . 


54,531 


. 



No. 3. Return of the Numbers in Gaols on the 1st day of each 

Month in the Years 



Month. 


1850. 


1851. 


1852. 


1853. 


1854. 


1855. 


January, 
February, 
March, . 


10,967 


10,084 


8,803 


7,604 


5,755 


8,080 


11,904 


11,032 


9,187 


8,154 


6,186 


5,273 


13,102 


11,444 


9,971 


8,141 


6,423 


4,788 


April, . 
May, 


11,423 


10,689 


8,944 


7,510 


5,978 


4,768 


12,273 


11,066 


8,890 


7,681 


5,886 


4,560 


June, . . 


13,267 


12,217 


9,527 


7,924 


5,977 


4,837 


July, 
August, . 


12,659 


12,233 


8,854 


7,084 


5,816 


4,582 


11,746 


10,669 


7,621 


6,243 


5,686 


4,285 


September, . 


12,012 


9,405 


• 7,589 


6,039 


5,487 


4,148] 


October, 


10,166 


8,435 


7,403 


5,823 


5,230 


3,753 


November, . 
December, 


9,508 

10,163 


8,247 

8,461 


7,104 

7,592 


5,471 

5,781 


4,930 

5,100 


3,747 

3,844 
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No. 4. — Comparative Statement of the Number of Prisoners confined in the Gao>s of 
Ireland, and the Number of Deaths in the Years 1854 and 1855, with the Amount of 
Accommodation afforded. 



County and Town 
Gaols. 


Total Confined 
in tho 

Year, Debtors 
included. 


Daily 

Average No. 
Confined. 


Highest 

No. 


Deaths. 


L 


N 


. for which Accommodation 
provided. 


is 


a 


Debtors 


J Criminal Prisoners. 


1854. 


1855. 


1854. 


| 1855. 


1854.jl855 

! 


1854.! 1855 

1 i 


No. of 
Rooms 


I No. of 
Single 
Cells. 


Other Coll 
Solitary. 


Rooms 

Beds. 


Total No. 


















| 


M. 


F 


M. 


F. 


M. 










Antrim, 


3,13( 


2,882 


288 


219 


372 


275 




1 


4 




31 


9f 












Armagh, 


1,007 


1,216 


90 


85 


iu 


12< 




• . 






6 


3i 












Carlow, 


07; 


7\( 


62 


45-5 


9. 


67 






i 


: 


4 


4 












Cavan, 


716 


783 


79 


67 


21* 


91 




1 




: 


7 


11 












Clare, 


874 


>87 


161 


116 


219 


155 




| 






82| 33 










157 


Cork County, 


2,510 


1,988 


418 


302 


50G 


408 


14 


1 1? 


1 




102 13 


73 


57 








„ City, 
Donegal, . 


2/24( 


1.788 


206 


170 


811 


23( 






1 




54! 54 




8 








597 


622 


87-2 


M5"c 


135 


129 


. 




( 


] 


7: 


10 


9 










Down, 

Dublin County, . 


856 


1,080 


168 


129 


202 


195 


1 


1 


h 




10: 


3f 


5 


12 








3,013 


1,977 


218 


146-6 


302 


205 








i 


64 


28 


1 








184 


Grangegorman P. 


10.488 


8,542 


469 


365 


611 


508 


13 


J 








167 




2 








Richmond 13. . 


7,287 


5,392 


461 


322 


55.5 


473 








. 


19( 


77 










Fermanagh, 


43.9 


430 


63 


56 


89 


73 


] 


'] 


4 


l 


8i 


20 








2, 




Galway County, . 


542 


539 


107 


73 


l4t 


97 




g 


6 




67 


14 


5 


3 


5 






,, Town, . 


758 


633 


44 


39-6 


69 


66 


1 




2 




28 


7 






6 


6 


68 


Kerry, 


1,386 


1,039 


145-5 


104 


181 


144 


1 




4 


2 


78 


15 






6 


o 


126 


Kildare, Naas, • 


487 


658 


61 


61 


7ii 


100 




9 


9 


2 


2? 


13 


17 


9 


1 


o 




,, Athy, . 

Kilkenny County, 


399 


412 


50-f 


42-4 


7C 


62 


1 




2 


1 


2f 


12 


9 




2 






625 


540 


95 


80 


13-1 


97 


2 


2 


4 


1 


104 


88 


47 








213 


„ City, . 


12,262 


883 


33 


38 


56 


65 






3 


1 


7 








4 


2 


46 


King’s, 


509 


536 


86 


74 


109 


161 


o 


1 


10 


qj 


80 


32 




8 








Leitrim, 


527 


394 


63 


46-9 


91 


75 




1 


9 




60 


21 












Limerick County, 


1,022 


943 


178 


124 


233 


179 


2 


3 


10 


6 


111 


48 






2 


9 


183 


,, City, . 


5,051 


4,606 


173 


118 


22(1 


160 


i. 


1 


10 


2 


45 


26 


10 










Londonderry, 


844 


1,127 


89-1 


73 


120 


111 


1 


1 


4 


1 


146 


16 


6 


2 


1 


11 


205 


Longford, . 


675 


560 


56-8 


49-8 


90 


69 


3 


1 


6 


1 


67 




2 




5 


5 


95 


Louth, 


725 


621 


57 -i 


59-7 


83 


75 


4 




p, 


2 


95 


o.- 








102 


, , Drogheda, . 
Mayo, 


528 


621 


28 -f 


25-6 


43 


4.5 






2 




18 








2 


3 


26 


1,207 


1.109 


124*1 


113 


168 


150 


2 


2 


4 


2 


98 


30 


14 








188 


Meath, 


582 


426 


78 


60-8 


101 


88 


1 


1 


6 


1 


60 


20 


12 


4 


3 




119 


Monaghan, . 


603 


751 


93 


65 


116 


96 




1 


6 


1 


50 


18 








2 


118 


Queen's, 

Roscommon, 


889 


641 


92 


79 


134 


105 


1 


1 


8 


2 


67 










2 




349 


528 


78 


77-2 


104 


95 




1 


4 




58 












92 


Siigo, 


428 


430 


78-6 


58-2 


105 


87 


1 




10 


3 


74 


17 










122 


T ipperary,iN enagh, 


1,198 


1,080 


151-9 


1-20-3 


198 


178 


3 


5 


20 


2 


98 


14 


39 


16 


8 




208 


„ Clonmel, 


3,218 


2,505 


333 


238-7 


462 


336 


5 


3 


8 




18.5 


40 


11 




12 




414 


Tyrone, 

Waterford County, 


820 


871 


106 


94 


147 


141 




1 












2 




486 


475 


117-3 


72-9 


145 


118 


2 






1 


67 


16 


2 




8 




138 


,, City, . 

Westmeath, 


1,403 


1,117 


86 


62-5 


144 


97 






7 


i 














783 


831 


94-5 


70 


127 


96 


3 




10 


80 


10 


12 






9 


128 


Wexford, . 


1,128 


1,074 


158 


157-7 


197 


212 


1 




6 




96 












214 


Wicklow, . 


469 


384 


74-5 


31-6 


108 


43 


1 


4 




l 


50 


21 


6 




3 


1 


87 


Total, . 


73,733 


54, 531 ! 5,704-1 
1 


4,418-3 

1 


,707 


,277 


102 


98 


270 


1 

54 3,267 


I 

,225 

1 


371 


139 


128 


103 


,479 
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No. o. — Average Daily Number of Prisoners in County Gaols for 
Seven A' ears ending 1 846, for Pour Y ears ending 1850, and for Five 
Years ending 1855, with the Increase and Decrease per Cent. 



County Gaoi.s. 


Average 
Daily No. 

seven years 
ending 1846. 


Average 
Daily No. 
for 

1817, 184S, 
1849. 
and 1850. 


Increase 

C P -nt 


Average 
Daily No. 
for 

1851, 1852, 
1853, 1854, 
and 1855. 


Decrease 

Cent. 


Sligo 


0:3 0-2 


224-19 


141-01 


85-04 


62-07 


Leitrim, .... 


01-36 


183-00 


94-59 


70-39 


61-66 


Roscommon, . 


ldo-28 


219-39 


136-88 


102-24 


59-00 


Galway, .... 


138-85 


452 50 


225-89 


189-00 


58-23 


Fermanagh, 


97-12 


229-25 


135-32 


97-40 


57-63 


Longford, 


100-14 


183-72 


83-46 


77-56 


52-51 


Armagh, .... 


12000 


227-00 


80-16 


110-60 


51 28 


Monaghan, 


9814 


203 50 


107-30 


102-40 


49 68 


Limerick, 


120 00 


520-48 


300-21 


267-60 


48 59 


Cavan, .... 


] 1002 


207-25 


77-87 


] 08-60 


47-61 


Tyrone, .... 


107-18 


247-50 


130-92 


135-00 


45'45 


Carlow, .... 


79-71 


] 67-68 


110-30 


91-70 


45-31 


Mayo, .... 


172-49 


894-15 


128-51 


197-60 


44-43 


Kerry, .... 


123 50 


425-31 


244-38 


239-20 


43-76 


Queen’s, .... 


110-19 


239-00 


117-35 


134-80 


4372 


Cork 


242 85 


1.117-74 


360-26 


634-00 


43-28 


Westmeath, 


11(5-28 


211-75 


82-10 


121-00 


42-86 


King’s, .... 


113-76 


233-00 


104-82 


133-40 


42-75 


Clare, .... 


117-43 


42500 


261-92 


259-80 


38-87 


Wicklow, 


7578 


140 00 


85-40 


86-12 


38 70 


Meath, .... 


85-48 


175-49 


100-30 


107-70 


38-59 


Londonderry, . 


90-20 


182-78 


102-44 


11300 


38-18 


Kilkenny, 


97-30 


230-50 


14291 


146-80 


37 90 


Donegal, .... 


81-07 


170-67 


110-52 


11106 


34-93 


Kildare, .... 


83-05 


17991 


116-63 


130-32 


27-56 


Tipperarv, 


310-80 


94900 


205-30 


095-20 


26-75 


Lontli, .... 


65-80 


113-47 


7245 


83-74 


26-73 


Waterford, . 


80-14 


242-25 


202-28 


180-58 


25‘45 


Down, .... 


108-90 


255 00 


50-98 


10SOO 


14-90 


Wexford, 


96-57 


22737 


135-44 


211-54 


6 92 


Dublin 


125-26 


222-62 


77-73 


217-92 


2-56 


Antrim, .... 


215-91 


292-83 


35 62 


289-80 


1-03 



Table No. 5 shows that in six of the County Gaols the 
daily average for the last five years has fallen below that 
for the seven years ending with 1840, and that in many 
others a similar result is rapidly approaching. It is also 
worthy of notice that Dublin and Antrim here appear 
for the first time among the counties in which a decrease 
in the daily average has occurred. Although to some 
extent the same remarks were applicable last year, yet 
then such improvement was in a great measure counter- 
balanced by the great excess of the aggregate of pri- 
soners confined in 1854 over a similar total in 1846. 
During the past year, however, this excess has been 
greatly diminished — the totals confined in gaols in 1 855 
and 1846, as shown in Table No. 2, having been respec- 
tively 54,531 and 47,311. 

We cannot satisfactorily compare the totals confined in 
the last two years ; for the extraordinary errors which 
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x Thirty-fourth Report of 

Thirty-fourth have been discovered in the Returns under this heading 
— ' from Kilkenny City Gaol for the. years 1853 and 1854, 
render it quite impossible to make any accurate calcula- 
tion. 

It may be urged that famine and emigration having 
considerably thinned the general population of Ire- 
land since 1846, the criminal portion of the community 
ought to have decreased in like ratio, and that 1855, 
as compared with 1846, in reality presents an amount 
of crime far exceeding the actual surplus indicated by 
the figures above quoted; but it must be recollected that 
in the latter year the Vagrant Act was not in force. In 
1847 this Act was first applied; and, regard being had to 
the vast number of committals which now yearly take 
placeunder it, and which of course were not represented in 
years previous to 1847, it is clear that the reduction con- 
sequent upon the decrease in the population is fully coun- 
terbalanced by the admission of vagrancy into the list 
of offences, and that in truth the diminution in crime is 
even greater than it at first appears. 

But it is not only in amount that improvement is 
observable ; for, independently of the great reduction in 
the number of graver crimes indicated by the Criminal 
Tables, the daily average of 1855 as compared with that 
of 1846, being respectively 4,418 and 5,470, proves con- 
clusively that the great majority of the committals for 
the last year must have been for trifling offences — since, 
the aggregate confined being greater, and the daily ave- 
rage much smaller in 1855 than in 1846, it is clear that 
the terms of imprisonment must have been much shorter 
in the former than in the latter year; and that, therefore, 
in the character as well as in the amount of crime, a great 
and most favourable change has taken place. ° 

The decrease of crime in the county of Antrim, above 
noticed, is of peculiar importance ; for, in contradistinc- 
tion to the rest of Ireland, the population of Belfast has 
of late largely increased, and, therefore, any reduction 
in the number of criminals is especially remarkable ; but, 
moreover, there alone has the separate system been in 
operation sufficiently long to afford a just estimate of its 
efficiency, and the successful result must be very satis- 
factory to all promoters of that system. In the last 
Report upon Belfast Gaol, with reference to the great 

decrease in crime, the Inspector-General writes : 

“When it is taken into consideration that this decline 
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“has steadily progressed in the face of the rapid, but »/•»* 
“ normal, increase of the population of Belfast, it becomes TL ' 

“ necessary to look deeper than the ordinary causes which 
“have favourably affected the criminal status of other 
“ localities, such as enlistment and employment, emigra- 
“ tion having almost ceased to supply the means of deple- 
“ tion. Employment, moreover, can scarcely be admitted 
“ to have exercised a paramount influence, inasmuch as 
“ the enormous rise in the prices of all necessaries of life 
“ folly counterbalances the advantage of high wages ; 

“and we must, therefore, seek another solution; that 
“ solution, I firmly believe, and my belief is corroborated 
“by the opinion of those who have attentively and 
“ anxiously considered the contest, is to be found in the 
“ establishment and in the maintenance of the separate 
“ system, strictly and humanely administered throughout 
“ several years — for it is idle to expect immediate results 
“ of great magnitude from any system of discipline, how- 
“ ever rigid. Time was required to exhaust the capital 
“stock, or rather the standing force of offenders, who 
“ were already in existence at the commencement of the 
“ experiment ; and there being, in consequence of the 
“ isolation observed here, no opportunity given for the 
“ propagation of crime, as in Gaols conducted upon the 
“associated principle, which are inevitably schools of 
“ corruption, the supply of recruits has been cut off; and 
“ thus the local authorities, who founded and have sup- 
“ ported this excellent institution, are now reaping the 
“ benefit of their provident philanthropy in the improve- 
“ ment of public morality.” 

It is from this statement abundantly clear that although 
the establishment of the separate system cannot be ex- 
pected to produce an immediate effect, yet that in due 
time, even under adverse circumstances, a favourable 
result is sure to ensue; and it is to be hoped that its 
success at Belfast may induce the gradual adoption of 
separation throughout the Gaols of the country. 

We were anxious to give a Table of the recommittals 
of all ages for 1855 ; but so many errors were found in 
the returns in this particular from the various Gaols, 
that we are reluctantly compelled to exclude this im- 
portant Table from our Report. 

[No. 6, Table, &c. 
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Thirty-fourth No. 6. — Table showing the Number of Debtors, by Sexes, Committed 
Report. to each County and Town Gaol in the year 1855. 



County or Town 
Gaol. 


Number. 


County or Town 
Gaol. 


Number. 


County or Town 


Number. 


Stales 


l'cm. 


-Males 


Fein. 




Males 


Fern. 


Antrim, 


236 


32 


Kildare, Naas, . 


3 


2 




5 


1 


Armagh, 


18 


1 


, , Athy, . 
Kilkenny County, 


4 


- 


Sligo, 






Carlow, 




- 


17 


4 


Tipperary Nenagh, 


13 




Cavan, 

Clare, 






„ City, . 


7 


1 




17 


2 


7 


- 


King’s, 


7 


_ 


Tyrone, 


23 




Cork County, 


27 


5 


Leitrim, 


*2 


_ 




O 




„ City, 
Donegal, 


49 


*2 


Limerick County. 


28 


1 




15 


9 


17 


— 


City, . 


8*2 


9 




10 




Down, 

Dublin County, . 


3*2 


4 


Londonderry, 


21 


_ 








39 


4 


Longford, . 


5 


_ 




8 




Grangegorman P. 


- 


- 


Louth. 


12 


1 








Richmond B. 


- 


- 




8 










Fermanagh, 


1*2 


2 


Mayo, 




1 








Galway County, 

» ' Town, . 
Kerry, 


11 

5 

23 


T 

i 


Meath, 

Monaghan, 

Queen’s, 


4 

5 
10 




Total, 


944 



No. 7.— Prisoners Committed during the years 1854 and 1855. 



1854. 

Males. Females. 

Felony, . . . 4,250 2,810 

Petty Larceny, . . 5,734 4,141 

Misdemeanants, . . 11,554 8,016 

Under Revenue Laws, . 271 92 

Under Poor Law Act, . 1.084 286 

By Courts-Martial and Deserters, 236 — 

Under Vagrant Act, . 4,892 6,022 

Drunkards, . . 5,823 4,658 

Lunatics, Criminal and Dangerous, 348 228 

For Further Examination, . — 



1855. 



Males. 


Female.. 


2,261 


2,014 


2,743 


2,108 


7,818 


5.861 


344 


114 


619 


305 


1,186 


— 


3,001 


4,598 


4,797 


4,243 


304 


193 


3,580 


2,357 



Total, . . 34,192 26,253 26,653 21,793 

Average daily number, . 3,361*5 2,339*4 2,528*6 1,889-7 

Highest number at any one time, 3,611 3,000 3,645 2,632 

Lowest number at any one time, 2,419 1,676 1,615 1,276 

Average daily number in Hospital, 157*4 130*6 125*9 108*9 



No. 8. — Abstract showing the distribution into Provinces. 



18o4. 1855. 





Males. 


Females. 


Males. 


Females. 


Ulster, 


. 5,531 


2,966 


5,107 


3,173 


Munster, 


. 12,041 


7,055 


9,010 


5,392 


Leinster, 


. 14,270 


15,063 


*10,516 


12,124 


Connaught, . 


. 2,350 


1,169 


2,020 


1,104 


Total, 


. 34,1 92 


26,253 


26,653 


21,793 




V v 





V 


v * 


Gross Total, .. 


60,445 


48,446 



* With reference to Leinster, it must be noted that upwards of half of it* 

committals are derived from the City of Dublin Prisons : 

Richmond Bridewell, Males, . . . 4,953) 

Grangegorman Penitentiary, Females, . 8,114 $ 13,06 * 
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Improved Table adopted in 1835. Thirty-fourth 

9 Number of Prisoners Committed to tlio several County and Jteport. 

Town Gaols in Ireland, from the 1st of January to the 31st of 
December, 1855. 



Class ok Offences. 




Females. 


Total. 


Convicted. 








Felonj'. ) \ 

Misdemeanor, >- At Assizes and Quarter Sessions, < 

Criminal Lunatics, ) ( 


1,580 


1,465 


3,045 


890 


233 


1,123 


10 


3 


13 


Offences under Larceny Act, ) { 


2,743 




4,851 


Misdemeanor, > Summary, . < 


6,424 


5,426 


11,850 


Dangerous Lunatics, ) ( 


294 


190 


4S4 


Under Revenue Laws, .... 


344 


114 


458 




619 


305 


924 


By Courts Martial, ..... 


386 


- 


386 


Deserters, ...... 


800 


4,598 


800 


Under Vagrant Act, ..... 




7,599 


Drunkards, . ... 


4,797 


4,243 


9,040 


Rot Convicted. 








Felony (Acquitted), ..... 
,, (No Bill, or no Prosecution), . 


409 

272 


351 

198 


760 

470 


Misdemeanor (Acquitted), .... 


305 


136 


441 


,, (No Bill, or no Prosecution), 




66 




Further Examination and for Trial, . 


3,580 


2,357 


5,937 


Totals, .... 


26,653 


21,793 


48,446 


Average daily number Confined, 


2,5286 


1,889-7 


4,418-3 


Highest number at any one time, 


3,645 


2,632 


6‘,2, 7 


Lowest ditto ditto, 


1,615 


1,276 




Average daily number in Hospital, 


125*9 


1089 


234-8 



The total of committals in 1855, as compared with 
1854, shows a decrease of 1 1,099 — viz., 7,539 males, and 
4,400 females, equal to 19-81 per cent. The decrease 
per cent, in male committals is 22-05, whilst in the female 
it is only 16-99. The female committals in 1855 are 
44-98 per cent, of the whole, against 43-4 in 1854. 

The committals have declined under every head, save 
“Under Revenue Laws,” under which the numbers are 458 
in 1855, against 363 inl854; and “By Courts-Martial and 
Deserters,” increased from 236 in 1854, to 1,186 in 1855. 

The provinces show the following reductions in the 
committals in 1855, as compared with 1854 : — Munster, 
25 per cent. ; Leinster, 23 per cent. ; Connaught, 1 1 ; whilst 
Ulster only exhibits a falling-off of 2-55 per cent., owing 
to an increase of 207 committals of females in excess of 
1854. 

The increase under the headings, “Under Revenue 
Laws,” and “ By Courts-Martial and Deserters, is to 
he accounted for by the additional spirit duty imposed 
during the past year, and by the embodiment of the 
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Thirty -fourth militia. The females, though numerically decreased, con- 
tinue to increase their relative proportion to the males, 
and bid fair soon to compose a full half of the aggre- 
gate of the criminal population, unless some steps be taken 
to apply to them the deterrent and reformatory action 
which is producing such desirable effects upon the other 
sex. It has frequently been stated in the General Keports 
— and a reference to the reports upon the several gaols, 
in this and other years, will confirm the statement — 
that in the majority of gaols the accommodation for 
females is lamentably inadequate, not only for the appli- 
cation of improved prison-discipline and employment, 
but even for ordinary and legal classification, and, in 
some cases, for health. 

The consequence is unrestricted association, and its 
concomitant, moral corruption : it is, moreover, impos- 
sible to inflict upon females the same hard and irksome 
labour as males, and therefore, from these causes com- 
bined, ordinary prisons have few terrors for the depraved 
of this sex. There is, however, a species of prison of 
which the most hardened are in awe — a prison under the 
separate system — as is proved by the decrease of female re- 
committals in the gaols in which they are subjected to 
separation ; and until this system, the sole efficient deter- 
rent to debased female nature, is more generally adopted, 
it is to be feared that we cannot look for any great im- 
provement in criminals of this sex. 

No. 10.— Sentences of Death, Transportation, and of Penal 
Servitude of Prisoners of all Ages. 





Males. 


Females. 


Death, . 


1 


1 


Transportation for Life, 


5 


4 


„ Fifteen years, . 


13 


_ 


„ Other periods, . 


6 


3 


Penal Servitude for Life, 


1 


1 


„ Ten years, 


- 


1 


„ Six years, 


37 


11 


„ Four years, . 


220 


143 


„ Other periods, 


16 


6 




299 


170 


Total, 


m 





No. 11. — Sentences for Unlimited or Indefinite terms of Imprisonment. 

Males. Females. 

1,334 27 5 

Total, . . 1,609 
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Jf 0i 12.* Sommabi of Sentences of Prisoners of all Ages for all Terms nirty-Mrtk 

of Imprisonment, f Report. 

Males. Females. 

Three years and above two, ... 5 . 1 

Two years and above eighteen months, .32 . 13 

Eighteen months and above twelve, .57 . 16 

Twelve months and above nine, . . 281 . 149 



Nine months and above six, . . 109 

Six months and above three, • • 555 

Three months and above two, . • 1,358 

Two months and above one, • .1,769 



One month and above fourteen days, .4,782 . 4,047 

Fourteen days and above seven, . . 3,341 . 4,017 

Seven days and above forty-eight hours, 2,204 . 2,434 

Forty-eight hours, .... 3,048 . 2,372 

Twenty- four hoars, . • • .2,714 . 2,719 

20,255 . 18,240 



Total, . 38,495 

From this table it appears that only 4,166 males, and 
2,651 females — in all, 6,817— were sentenced for longer 
periods than one month; whereas, no less than 16,089 
males, and 15,589 females— in all, 31,678— or five-sixths 
of the whole 38,495, were under sentences ranging from 
twenty-four hours to one month ; and further, that the 
average length of imprisonment under sentence for each 
of these 31,678 prisoners, was only twelve days and fourteen 
hours ; and it must also be observed that, owing to the 
form of the returns, it has been necessary to reckon the 
maximum amount of imprisonment included under each 
heading, and that therefore, in reality, the terms of im- 
prisonment are even shorter than the above calculation 
indicates. 

No. 13. Sentences of Prisoners of all Ages for Short Terms of 

Imprisonment. 

Males. Females. No. of days of Twenty- 
four hours represented. 

One month and above 14 days, - 4,782 4,047=133,896 and 113,316 
Fourteen days and above seven, 3,341 4,017= 46,774 and 56,238 
Seven days and above 48 hours, 2,204 2,434= 15,428 and 17,038 
Forty-eight hours, . . • 3,048 2,372= 6,096 and 4,744 

Twenty-four hours, . . • 2,714 2,719= 2,714 and 2,719 

Total, . . 16,089 15,589=204,908and 194,055 

Gross Totals, . . 31,678 = 398,963 

* It is to be noted that these Tables will not tally exactly with the Criminal 
Tables hereafter to be published ; for the former only include the sentences of 
prisoners committed during 1855, whilst the latter comprise, in addition, the 
sentences of those who were committed previous to, and remained in gaol for 
trial on, the 1st of January, 1855. 

t See page xl. 
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Tltirty-foufti No. 14. — Summary of Ages, Education, and Religion, of the Number 
Iiepo > i . .of Prisoners committed from 1st of January to 31st December 
1855* 



Ages. 



Ten years and under, . 
Eleven to sixteen years, 
Seventeen to twenty years, . 
Twenty-one to thirty years, 
Thirty-one to forty years, 
Forty years and upwards, . 
No Registry — County Tyrone, 


Males. 

. 346 

. 5,295 
. 3,923 
. 8,785 
. 4,080 
. 4,171 
73 


Females. 

1SS 

1,259 

3,225 

10,142 

3,623 

3,330 

26 




26,653 


21,793 


Total, 


48,446 


Education. 

Read and Write, . 

Read imperfectly, 

Know spelling, . 

Know alphabet, . 

Wholly illiterate, 

As above, .... 


7,907 
. 4,549 
2,027 
1,448 
10,649 
73 


3,249 

5,007 

1,146 

899 

11,466 

26 




26,653 


21,793 


Total, » 


48^446 




Religion. 

Protestant, 

Presbyterian, . 

Roman Catholic, 

As above, . ... . 


2,489 

642 

23,449 

73 


2,100 

302 

19,365 

26 




26,653 


21,793 


Total, 


48^46 





From the foregoing tables we gather that, whilst only 
one-fourth of the total number committed could, on their 
admission to the gaols, read and write perfectly, no less 
thanl0,649 males, andll,466 females— in all, 22,115 — or 
nearly one-half of the entire number, were wholly illite- 
rate. 

From the variety in form, and, in too many cases, the 
inefficiency of the Registries of progress kept in prison 
schools, we cannot, with any certainty, estimate the ad- 
vance in education made by the pupils in such schools 
during the year ; and, until we shall be empowered to 
establish an adequate and uniform Registry throughout 
the gaol-schools of the country, we despair of being able 

* See page lii. 
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to arrive at a more thorough and perfect knowledge 
of the progress of the pupils ; but, even if such an im- — 
proved and uniform system of -Registry be established, it 
will be of little avail 'unless the chaplains, or the local 
inspectors, be induced from time to time to test the Re- 
gistry, which can only be done by examining the scholars, 
and ascertaining if the entries made by the schoolmaster 
be correct ; for, in the absence of any such check, there 
is nothing to prevent the teacher from describing his 
pupils, upon their admission to the gaol, as more igno- 
rant than they really are, and thus subsequently obtain- 
ing- more credit for their supposed progress, than he is 

entitled to. . 

Again, if we consider the large proportion of the cri- 
minal population who are wholly illiterate, together with 
the shortness < if the terms of imprisonment, as shown above, 
the difficulty of imparting even the rudiments of instruc- 
tion becomes very obvious; but it is also cleai, that the 
greater the difficulty, the more pressing is the necessity of 
affording means of overcoming that difficulty, which can 
only be accomplished by providing efficient and compe- 
tent teachers. 

In many gaols the turnkeys, without reference to their 
capability, instruct their several classes of males; and, in 
the majority of gaols, the matrons, in like manner, instruct 
the females. The lowness of the salaries, and the mode 
of appointment, are little calculated to ensure the ser- 
vices of turnkeys qualified to impart effective educational 
instruction, as well as to discharge their duties as disci- 
pline officers ; and the matrons are generally wholly un- 
equal to the task of teaching the females — that sex who, 
as the peculiar guardians of youth during its earlier 
years, when the deepest and most lasting impressions aie 
made, especially require educational instruction, although 
hitherto they have been more neglected in this respect 
even than the males. 

Such being the state of things, therefore, as regards 
prison schools, we earnestly recommend to the attention 
of the authorities the expediency of, in every gaol, ap- 
. pointing a competent schoolmaster, at an adequate salary, 
who shall be exempt from the discipline duiies of the 
other officers, and who, in addition to the males, shall 
also instruct the females, in the presence of the matron 
or her assistant ; and, as such an officer might be \ ery ad- 
vantageously employed after school hours in making up 
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m Z:r s ° me f books, and thus, -in many cases, the services 
— Gt a clerk might be dispensed with, we believe that so 
great an improvement may be effected at little additional 
expense. 

Health, Dietary, and Expenditure. 

There has been a slight increase in mortality during- 
the past year, but not such as to call for any particula? 
notice, _ The gaols have been remarkably free from epi- 
demic disease, and the only heading under which the 
number of deaths in 1855 exceed that in 1854 is 
“ Diseases of the Chest,” see page lxxxiii. 



Years 


Total confined 
in Gaol. 


Daily Average. 


N 


0 . of Deaths. 


1850 . 


115.871 . 


11,496 . 


578, 


or 1 


in 


200: 


1851 . 


113,554 . 


10,746 . 


494, 


or 1 


in 


233 


1852 


92,638 . 


8,578 . 


213, 


or ] 


in 


435 


1 853 


83,805 . 


6,841 . 


157, 


or 1 


in 


534 


1854 .- 


73,733 . 


5,704-1 . 


102, 


or 1 


in 


723 


1855 . 


54,531 . 


4,418,3. 


98, 


or 1 


in 


553 



' - - m uoo 

The Court of Queen’s Bench having approved of the' 
fiew scale of dietary for juveniles, submitted by us for 
the i ease ns stated m the Report for 1854 we in Anril 
last, forwarded to the several gaols the subjoined table 

which has now been universally adopted : 

Prison Dietary. Glass 1, Males,— Breakfast— 8 oz Meal In 
JW, and hall pint new milk. Dinner-14 oz. bread, and 1 pint new 

Class 2, Females — Breakfast 7 oz. meal, in stirabout, and half nint 
” e ^ nl1 o' oz - bread , and I pint new milk.* P 

Class d, Males and Females under fifteen years — BrraHW a 
oatmeal, and half pint new milk DinneJ-Uot fees ttn 8 « 
brown bread, and 1 pint of soup. Supper—4 oz. brown bread 

Dietary for prisoners whose ten* of imprisonment shall not exceed one 
Calendar i/ontb.-— Class l, MaW-Breakfast-8 oz. meal, in stir- 
about, and half pmt new milk. Dinner 14 oz bread i ■ , 

oatmeal gruel, or vegetable soup. breacl > and 1 P mt 

Class 2, Females.-— Breakfast— 7 oz. meal in stirabout, and half pint 
new milk. Dinner.— 12 oz. bread, 4 pint oatmeal eruel nr J 

Class 3, Males and Females under fifteen years -^-Breakfast-!?™ 1 ’' 
meal, in stirabout, and half pint new milk. Dinner —Not w tl a 
oz. brown bread, and 1 pint soup. Suppe,-4 Tbrown” b Sd § 
The prisoners included in Class 1, if committed for not less than two 
months, may, in cold weather and if employed in exhausting labour 
(should it be certified as proper by the medical officer), receive for break- 

&r dmner ' 1 lb - ° f ” a " e fi u ivalent 

The meal may be Indian meal, or oatmeal, or rye meal. Bice maybe 
used instead, but only in conjunction with meal, and then in the pro- 
* One pint of gruel to be substitute d for mil//, at. dinner onhi 7 ■ 

t\$e? aCA W3ek ’ SUbjeCt 10 "•****'«*» "> «U cases Squiring 'aZSatTof 
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iiortion of 2 oz. of rice to 6 of meal. Instead of new milk, buttermilk 
may be used, in the proportion of half a pint of new milk to one pint 

of buttermilk. „ , „ . , , 

The bread shall consist of either of the following substances 

1. Seconds flour. 

2. Half seconds flour and half Indian meal.: 

3. Whole wheat meal. 

4'. Eye. 

5: Eye and barley meal. 

Provided that if rye or rye and barley bread be used the equiva- 
lents shall be 1 6' oz. of rye or rye and barley bread for 14 oz. of 
wheaten or Indian meal, and also in proportion _for the other quanti- 



Thirty-fourth 

Report. 



^Potatoes may be substituted for the stirabout or bread, in each meal,- 
in the following proportions : — 





Class 1. 


Class 2. 


Glass 3. 


Breakfast, 


3 lbs. 


2^ lbs. 


2 lbs. 


Dinner, 


4 lbs; 


3£ lbs. 


3 lbs. 


Supper, 


• 


” 


1 lb. 



It is strongly recommended that, as to preserve the health variety 
of food is as necessary as a full supply, the substitution of potatoes for 
bread at dinner may be made whenever practicable, twice or three 
times in each week. 

The adoption of this reduced scale for juveniles has 
not, in any case, been reported to us to have injuriously 
affected the health, whilst it has been found very success-’ 
ful in repressing the influx of youthful offenders from 
workhouses, where, antecedently to the new arrangement, 
the dietary for juveniles under fifteen years of age was 
fiv<> ounces per 'day less than in the gaols ; and the latter 
being, consequently, more desirable places of abode than 
the former, offences were wantonly committed in order 
to cause the removal of the offender from the low diet of 
the workhouse to the comparatively high diet of the prison. 

An examination of the annexed summaries of the ex- 
penditure returns will show that, in this respect, a very 
gratifying improvement has taken place. The total cost 
of each prisoner in 1855 exceeds that in 1854 ; but the 
great reduction in the aggregate ecu fined, together with 
the continuance of high prices, naturally increases the 
average cost of each individual prisoner, whose share of 
the general expenses, including salaries of officers, is the 
larger in proportion as the numbers in gaol are smaller ; 
for it is evident that, if due discipline and supervision are 
to be maintained, the officers can not be reduced in pro- 
portion to the decrease in the prisoners, and that there- 
fore the establishment-charges are very little diminished, 
although the individuals amongst whom such charges are 
to be distributed are much fewer. 

b 2 
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Thirty-fourth 

Report. Years. 

1849 

1850 

1851 

1852 

1853 

1854 

1855 



TOTAL EXPENDITURE OE GAOLS. 

£ s. d. £ 

128,630 12 0 

102,963 6 11 decrease, 1850 . 25,667 

95,482 14 2 decrease, 1851 . 7,4 80 

86,868 6 5 decrease, 1852 . 8,614 

86,666 0 7 decrease, 1853 . 202 

89,991 19 2 increase, 1854 . 3,324 

82,736 1 2 decrease, 1855 . 7,155 



j. d. 

5 1 
12 9 
7 9 
5 10 
18 7 
18 0 



TOTAL EXPENDITURE 

Years. 

1850 

1851 

1852 

1853 . . 

1854 .... 

1855 



OF BRIDEWELLS. 

' No. of Persons confined. 

. 88,899 
. 85,080 
. 69,860 
. 58,563 
. 48,356 
. 38,002 



1849 . 

1850 . 

1851 . 

1852 . 

1853 . 

1854 . 

1855 . 



£ 

10,634 


4 


d. 

10 






p £ 


3. 


8,173 


13 


1 


decrease, 


1850 


2,460 


11 


7,399 


16 


0 


decrease, 


1851 


773 


17 


6,589 


6 


6 


decrease, 


1852 


810 


9 


6,109 


9 


10 


decrease, 


1853 


479 


16 


6,133 


7 


1 


increase, 


1854 


23 


17 


5,644 


11 


0 


decrease, 


1855 


488 


16 



The net Expenditure in 1854, deducting 
Profit on Works, . 

Do. do. in 1855, 

Decrease in 1855, . 

Totai cost of each Prisoner in 1854, 

Do. do. in 1855, . 

Cost of diet of each Prisoner in 1854, 
Do. do. in 1855, . . ’ * 



£ s. d. 

86,461 14 li 
79,805 7 31 



£6,656 6 101 

£17 5 5-60 
18 6 4-95 
4 8 6-82 
4 13 3-97 



Improvements in 



Accommodation 



and Discipline. 



Antrim .— The separate system is strictly maintained 
/lere throughout all the criminal classes. 

Armagh . — Same as Antrim. 

Carlow .— The separate system has been rigidly ob- 
served in fifteen cells, duly fitted for the occupation of 
females. 



Clare. Modified separation has been carried out, 
chiefly amongst the females, to the extent of keeping 
prisoners apart at night, at meals, and during work- 
hours. ° 



Cork County — A portion of the Governor’s late resi- 
dence has been converted into a ward, containing six 
cells, and fourteen cells in the female quarter have been 
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artificially heated, in which separation is applied to 
vagrants and prostitutes. 

Down. — One range of the prison, containing forty- 
eight cells, is undergoing alteration with a view of adopt- 
ing it for the separate confinement of female prisoners; 
and the heating of five cells, for applying the same sys- 
tem to male juveniles, has been completed. 

Dublin City. — Richmond, Bridewdl. — Five classes, con- 
taining ninety-three cells, have been heated on a new 
principle, with the view of carrying out the separate 
system. Three of the hospital wards, and nine punish- 
ment cells in the hospital yard, have also been heated in 
the same manner, with complete success. Strict sepa- 
ration was enforced in 215 cases of criminal juveniles, 
and a modification of it was applied to those of fifty-four 
juveniles and forty-one adults. 

Dublin City. — Grangegorman Penitentiary. — Separa- 
tion. to some extent, is partially maintained. 

Fermanagh. — Eight single working sheds and a work- 
shop have been roofed and slated, and some improve- 
ments in the sewerage have been effected ; modified 
separation is established in the male classes. 

Kern). — An approximation to the separate system is 
maintained. The female day-rooms, the laundry, and the 
schoolrooms, are about to be divided into stalls. 

Kildare. — Athy. — An addition to the chapel has been 
built. 

Kilkenny County. — The separate system is maintained 
throughout all the criminal classes. 

King's County. — The separate system has been ap- 
plied to females in sixteen cases — viz. 1 1 adults and 5 
juveniles. 

Leitrim. — Some new workshops have been completed, 
and a fresh supply of locks has been furnished. 

Limerick County. — Seventeen male juveniles are con- 
stantly kept in a separate class. 

Londonderry. — A dead-house has been erected, and one 
room in the female quarter has been divided into two 
cells and heated, for carrying out separation. 

Longford, — An alteration lias been made in the laun- 
dry. Work-rooms for tailors and shoemakers have been 
constructed over the schoolroom, which, as well as the 
carpenter's shop, have been ceiled ; fourteen new doors 
have also been made in the prison and hung. 

Louth. — The whole gaol is constructed for separation, 
which is carefully administered. 



Thirty-fourth 

liepori. 
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important improvement has been carried 
' ™ ' mto e ff eot by the removal of the glass cupola of the cen- 
tral building, for which a closely-fitted metal top has 
been substituted so as to render the roof free from 
leakage. 

Queens County. — Three water-closets and two baths 
have been completed, a pump has been erected for the 
supp]y of pure water, and four large sewers have been 
constructed. The new female prison, which is heated 
artificially, and in complete working order, has lately 
been certified to be fit for the separate confinement of 
prisoners. The separate system has hitherto been only 
partially carried out during work and school hours; but 
at night, it is strictly enforced in all the classes. 

Roscommon. — Reparation is fully maintained in sixteen 
■cells allocated to females. 

<S7i?0.--Modified separation is observed among the 
sheds S ’ W 10 ale employed sin S 1 y in partitioned working 



Tipperary, Nenayh . — -A 11 the sewerage has been re- 
cently cleansed, and a contract has been entered into for 
the erection of a force-pump in the well which has been 
lately sunk. 

Tipperary. Clonmel. — An apartment for a turnkey has 
been added to the House of Correction. 

Tyrone — There are two new wings in course of erec- 
tion for female prisoners, on the separate system, and a 
porfion of the old gaol is undergoing alteration. 

Waterford County. — Some alterations and repairs hare 
been effected in the Governor’s quarters. 

Waterford City. — In the House of Correction a new 
store-room for provisions has been constructed, and the 
accommodation for the assistant matrons has been im- 



Westmeath, Ten cells in the female prison have been 
adapted tor separate confinement. 

Wicklow,— kn addition to the female prison has been 
built, consisting of a laundry, * drying-room, two day- 
rooms, and four cells. The cells in this quarter have 
also been altered with a view of fitting them for si para- 
ion. e males are kept apart during- the night, and at 
meal times. b 



The changes in accommodation and discipline during 
le past year are not such as to require any particular 
comment. W e are, however, enabled to state that there 
exists a very general disposition to extend and adapt the 
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gaols to the establishment of the separate system, a dis- 
position which cannot be too much encouraged. — 

We desire to call attention to the Ueport upon the 
gaol of Kilkenny City, in which, as also in the reports of 
previous years, it is clearly shown that, if the gaol is to 
he maintained, material alterations and extension are re- 
quired to render it a fitting place of confinement for 
prisoners. 

Escapes from .the 1st of January to 31st of December, 1855, from the 
several County and other Gaols. 

Eonr males— two convicted of larceny, one for sheep-stealing, and ' 
one for receiving money under false pretences. One confined separately, 
and three with others. One retaken, three not. 



Punishments for Peison Oeeences, from 1st. Jan, to 31st Dec. 1855, 

Males. Females. 



Dark Oells, . 
Stoppage of Diet, 
Whipping (Boys), 
Other Punishments, 



985 . . 218 
1,832 . . 501 
41 . . — 

230 . . 137 



Total, 



3,088 856 

i^44 



Bridewells. 



Public attention has, for several years past, been 
awakened and directed to the amelioration of institutions 
assigned to offenders of different ages and gradations of 
criminality, such as juvenile reformatories, common 
extols, and houses of correction, and lastly, convict depo ts ; 
but, with singular inconsistency, despite the increasing 
and urgent representations of the Inspectors-GeneraJ, 
that class of places of detention to which all prisoners m 
this country are almost necessarily consigned in the pri- 
mart/ stage of proceeding, has been utterly neglected, 
as unworthy of consideration. We say almost necessa* 
Tily for, except in cities and larger towns, where alleged 
offences can be dealt with immediately, all those who 
are charged with breaches of the law must inevitably be 
detained, under committals for further examination, in 
ordinary bride.wells, to await there the cognizance, of 
the magistrates of petty sessions, which, in f ew localities, 
are held oftener than fortnightly, while, in more thinly 
peopled districts, the regular interval extends to a month 
— not to speak of postponements, caused by failure, of at- 
tendance ; of remands, in order to afford opportunity fur 
obtaining additional evidence ; and of retention (even 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




XXIV 



1 kirty fourth Report of 

n t£r k f[ ter ful ! co f“ ittal t0 ^ gaol), incident to inability on 
— the P art _°£ he constabulary to furnish the requisite 
St ,tBd “ f0 ™ er Re P ° rts (and S for 
lh 5 ° fU -V 6ustalns tlle statement), that four- 
fifths of the sentences passed upon convicted prisoners 
range below the term oi fourteen days, so that, in a con 
siderable majority of cases, the preliminary confinement 
duration, the period ultimately awarded as the 

From the constitution of our magistracy, such delays 
are probably unavoidable ; but, if this state of things in 
volves an apparent anomaly and injustice even to Ihose 
who, upon judicial inquiry, are found guilty or reserved 
01 a higher tribunal, it falls with far greater severity 
upon those who are acquitted and discharged ^ 

Setting aside, however, far a moment, this view of the 
question, and assuming that no alteration is required in 
the mode at bringing delinquents before the bench let us 
examine the circumstances and condition of the bride- 
wells, m which are placed, indiscriminately, all persons 
under accusations of whatever degree, from theVngry 
boy who has stolen a turnip, to the hardened and irre- 

claimable veterans of crime, the burglar and the murderer 

and from the young and pure female apprentice, who in 
a raome , Dt of impatience, has fled from her service to the 
unsexed and brutalized u retch, in whom thief, TimUrd 
and prostitute are united. runxard, 

These observations refer to the Ordinary bridewells 
amounfngm number to no less than 113, and exhibiting 
oi the most part, defects of the gravest character both 
“pi^"^ Wh,Ch We shall P'™oed to animad- 

Insiifficient Accommodation.— The cells in most of them 
aie small, damp, ill-ventilated,' and so few in number 

tmatTat lV 0 ' "“1“ t ne ° eSSar - v to confine ^ 

mates, at least, m each. In many, there does not exist 
a due separation between the males and females nor 
means for preventing oral communication. The sleeping 
apartments of the latter in some adjoin, and Je acces 
mil y by passing through, those assigned to the former 
d W and there is but one airing yard and one 
pi ivy, common to both sexes. 016 

Want of Water and Imperfect Sewerage.- These two 
sanitary elements are almost universally neglected Pro- 
V1S ‘°n 18 —I) made for clearing the iwfs a, fd cess- 
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pools from the outside, and it consequently becomes mn y -f mr th 
indispensable, from time to time, to remove the soil ReporL 
through the building— a disgusting and pestilential ope- 
ration. Again, no water is procurable on the premises 
bridewells, sixteen of the eighteen situated 
in tiie county of Cork alone being without this first re- 
quisite ol health and cleanliness ; nor, generally, is there 
any allowance made' for fetching it, the keeper being thus 
obliged to quit his charge for this purpose, or to pav for 
the carriage out of his salary. 

It is right here to remark, that in the existing Prisons’ 

Act (7 Geo. IV. cap. 74), due provision was made for 
adequate accommodation in every respe ct ; for, in section 
(i, it is enacted, that every bridewell “ shall consist at 
the least of two separate parts, one for male and one for 
female prisoners, with a complete division between them, 
so as to prevent any intercourse between the said male 
and female prisoners ; and that to each of the said parts 
there shall be annexed and belong a yard, of sufficient 
dimensions to enable the said prisoners to have the bene- 
fit of fresh air and exercise therein ; and that in every 
such yard there shall be a necessary house or privy, to 
which such prisoners respectively shall have free access 
at all times, so far as the same can be consistently with 
the safe keeping of such prisoners ; and that there shall 
be in every such yard a supply of good water!’ 

We have shown above how lamentably this stringent 
and salutary enactment has, in too many instances, been 
hitherto disregarded. 

Jo sufficient Bedding . — 1 he blankets in use in many 
bndewelis are so old, thin, worn, and frequently so 
ragged, as to be quite incapable of affording sufficient 
warmth in cold weather. This defect was especially ob- 
servable last year in the counties of Kerry and Cork, but 
will probably be remedied by theproposed provision, here- 
after noticed, for improved and additional inspection and 
administration. 

Want of Security '- — The boundary walls are commonly 
too low. for safety, while the roughness of the masonr, 

. projection of water-shoots, of door-frames, and of 
window sills, and the position of the privies, all afford 
such additional facilities for escape, that the keeper is un- 
able to allow the prisoners access to the yards, except 
lor a short period, under supervision; and even despite 
ins precaution several cases of prison-breach have taken 
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Thirty-fourth place within the past year, during which we have reported 
Report. n0 | ess t p an twenty-six bridewells as being defective in 
the means of security. 

Inadequacy of Staff i— The custody of bridewells is, 
with two or three exceptions, entrusted solely to one 
officer, the keeper, who, by the second rule annexed to 
the lOUth section of the Prisons Act, is forbidden “ to be 
concerned in any occupation or trade whatsoever ; and, 
even if this statutable proscription did not exist, policy 
would dictate the establishment of some such regulation, 
where the exclusive services and the undivided attention 
of qualified persons are imperatively demanded for the 
charge of prisoners, herded together as they are without 
classification, industrial employment, or educational in- 
struction, and among whom, further, are not unfrequently 
to be found criminals of notorious and desperate cha- 
racters, and lunatics, who require by day and night unre- 
mitting vigilance and restraint. The functions of such 
an officer, involving constant supervision, and amounting 
in fact to very little less than perpetual imprisonment, 
deserve to be highly remunerated ; and yet we find that, 
with a false and short-sighted economy, in no less than 
twenty-three bridewells the salaries range from £15 per 
annum, at the highest, to £9 4s. 8o?., or a fraction above 
0 d. per diem, at the lowest — a scale of payment which inevi- 
tably leads to a dereliction of duty, and forces the keeper 
to eke out his scanty means by some other unacknow- 
ledged source of livelihood, and occasionally by trench- 
ing upon the prisoner’s allowance, or by the falsification 
of the Dietary accounts, to which an omission on the part 
of the constabulary, in some instances, to enter in their 
own handwriting the exact time of lodging or removing 
prisoners, lends temptingfacilities. These facilities are fur- 
ther increased by the want of the properformsof Returns, 
as prescribed by the Court of Queen’s Bench, which, if 
accurately filled, furnish a very satisfactory check upon 
the exact issue of meals ; and by the practice, which pre- 
vails in too many localities, of lodging prisoners without 
written committals. 

Defective Inspection. — The Prisons, Act throws the 
charge of inspection of the bridewells upon theProtestant 
clergyman of the parish, and we are glad to bear testi- 
mony to the punctual and faithful manner in which this 
duty is generally performed: but as the office is merely 
voluntary, and without any remuneration, it follows, as 
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a matter of course, that it is occasionally not undertaken mny-fourth 

at all. Report. 

We would further notice, as a consequence of the want 
of proper supervision, the great discrepancy in the general 
expenditure, and in the cost of diet in bridewells, situate 
in the same or adjoining counties, varying in some 
instances more than fifty per cent, in localities where no 
material difference exists in the price of provisions. The 
first of these objections it is proposed, in an amended 
Prisons Bill now before Parliament, to obviate, by con- 
stituting the local inspector of the parent gaol the visitor 
of all the county bridewells; and the second, by the general 
adoption of local boards or committees (such as have 
already been advantageously adopted in some parts of 
Ireland), consisting of the bench of magistrates attending 
petty sessions, whose duty it should be to inspect 
the bridewells, to enforce due repairs, and a proper 
supply of necessaries, to measure the cost of dietary 
by the neighbouring markets, and to report upon all 
requirements affecting the health and discipline of the 
prisoners to the Central Board of Superintendence, so 
that an uniform and equal system of outlay and manage- 
ment would be thus ensured. 

We lament to state further that magistrates have 
almost universally fallen into the error of committing- 
prisoners to and sanctioning their detention in bridewells 
for illegal periods. We are aware that the expense of 
transmitting prisoners to the county gaol is commonly 
urged as the apology for such neglect or evasion of the 
law, but we cannot consistently with our duty avoid 
noticing so direct a violation of the Prisons Act. 

It has frequently been suggested that this latter evil 
could be remedied by carrying out the 92nd section of the 
Prisons^ Act, 7 Geo. IV., cap. 74, and by establishing 
district bridewells, in which persons convicted at the 
sessions might pass short terms of imprisonment. There 
aie now but two such bridewells in existence, namely, 
those of JParsonstown and Baltinglass. As there is no 
legislative provision for placing this class of prison in a 
proper state as to inspection and management, and hence 
presentments cannot be legally made for the necessary 
expenses, we have felt compelled on more than one 
occasion to report against the erection of any more of 
them, unless measures were taken to provide for their 
constant maintenance in an efficient condition. 
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It further appears to us, that if district bridewells were 
universally erected, with sufficient accommodation to 
receive, and a competent staff to superintend prisoners, 
the expense of such buildings and salaries would far 
exceed the present amount levied for the conveyance of 
prisoners, to say nothing of the want of proper requisites 
forcarrying out the principles of amended prison discipline 
in such minor establishments. We apprehend that no 
good general result could be expected from confinement 
in gaols unprovided with moral and physical means of 
reformation, in which in fact it would be impossible to 
classify and separate, and to give due employment and 
education to prisoners during four months, the present 
legal term of detention in district bridewells. Further, the 
average cost per head of dieting prisoners in these small 
prisons would far exceed that of the county gaols, from the 
greater facility of obtaining advantageous contracts, and 
from the better appliances for cooking, baking, &c. &c., 
which exist in the latter. We would not be understood, 
however, to condemn entirely the principle of district 
bridewells, inasmuch as from the geographical position 
of the gaols in some of the larger counties, an undue 
expense is incurred by the transmittal of prisoners from 
distances, sometimes amounting to more than one hun- 
dred English miles; and hardship and injustice to those 
committed for short terms are unavoidably produced, 
particularly in trivial cases, where the accused are unfitted 
by infirmity, extreme youth, or old age. for the exposure 
and fatigue of a long journey. 

This state of things throws discredit on criminal pro- 
cess, and prevents justice, by producing a natural disin- 
clination to prefer complaints in such offences’ as involve 
a more severe punishment before arrival at the ijaol, than 
would be inflicted if they were dealt with summarily on 
the spot, or in cases where the committal for trial at 
the assizes actually takes place, by cutting off all the 
personal communication which is ordinarily indispensable 
for preparing a defence. Again, when such prisoners are 
discharged on the expiry of their sentences, or upon their 
acquittal, they are thrown friendless and helpless among 
strangers, and are but too often driven back by necessity 
as beggars and pilferers, to become thoroughly demo- 
ralized byassociation with the most depraved anddegraded 
wretches. 

Viewing, therefore, all the difficult circumstances of the 
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case, we feel warranted in submitting that the subjoined 
clause, extracted from the Bill referred to above, would 

be found to supply a tolerably satisfactory solution : 

“So much of the 94th section of the Prisons Act 
“ as . provides . that prisoners may be detained in any 
“bridewell distant more than twelve miles from any 
“ county gaol or district bridewell, until the first week in 
“ the calendar month next after their committal, is hereby 
repealed ; and it shall be lawful to commit and detain in 
“any bridewell (other than a district bridewell), which 
“ sha11 be distant more than twenty miles from the county 
“ gaol or from a district bridewell, any prisoner committed 
“or sentenced for any period not exceeding one week- 
“ Provided always, that this enactment shall not apply to 
“any bridewell, unless and until the Inspectors-Generai 
“ of Prisons, or one of them, shall have certified in writing* 
“ under their or his hand, to the Chief or Under-Secretarv 
“ of the Lord Lieutenant, that such bridewell is fully 
“ suffi cient for the safe custody of the prisoners and the 
‘ separation of the sexes, and is duly provided with water 
“ and sewerage, and that the day-room and cells thereof 
“are. of such a size, and are lighted, ventilated, and fitted 
“ m suc h a manner as the said Inspectors or Inspector 
’ sufficient for the preservation of the health of the 
prisoners to be confined therein ; and unless and until 
notice that such bridewell has been so certified shall 
“have been transmitted from such Chief or Under- 
Secretary to the. magistrates of each petty sessions of 
“ the county in which such bridewell is situate : Provided 
“ also, that as regards bridewells not so certified, and not 
b . em S. Strict bridewells, prisoners shall not be detained 
Hherem otherwise than is provided by so much, of the 
•J4th section of the Prisons Act as is not hereby 
repealed. J 

An attempt is here made to strike a mean between the 
disadvantages of retaining prisoners for long periods in 
places of confinement wholly unfitted for proper admin- 
istration on the one hand, and on the other, the cost and 
ttie cruelty of forwarding them when under short sentences 

0 the county gaol, where the distance is considerable. 

1 he outlay requisite for carrying out such improvements 
would be more than compensated, not only by the larger 
accommodation thus rendered available in the parent 
gaol, but by the avoidance of contamination and corrup- 
tion, to which the less guilty, and, above all, the youthful 
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THi-tii fourth offenders are now exposed ; and which but too often 
determine the future career of those who might have 
been saved, in their novitiate of criminality, by timely 
protection, 

J cven'ile Offenders. 

In our detailed tables under this head are included 
all ages up to twenty years, but in the subjoined sum- 
maries we have taken sixteen as the maximum age at 
which an offender can justly be styled a juvenile, more 
especially as the ranks of the Militia have been largely 
recruited from the ages varying from sixteen to twenty, 
amongst which, consequently, military offences form a 
large Item in the list of crimes. We this year drew up 
a new form of Juvenile Return, which enables us to 
separate distinctly the vagrants from the criminals, 
and also gives a correct sub-classification of Workhouse 
offences. In former years these offences, from a miscon- 
ception on the part of those who filled up the returns, 
appear in many cases to have been reckoned twice over — 
first, amongst thelarcenies and midemeanors, and secondly 
as a separate denomination of crime; and therefore the 
number of juveniles in years preceding 1855 has been 
somewhat overstated: but, nevertheless, although from 
this cause the real decrease is probably not so great as 
the figures indicate, yet a considerable and gratifying 
reduction has taken place. We have also much amended 
the Return of Parentage, to which we invite particular 
attention; and deeming juvenile crime to be a subject 
puculiarly interesting at the present moment, we have, 
for facilities of reference, separated the juvenile from the 
general criminal statistics. 



Offences of Juveniles Classified. 





10 Years j 
j and under. | 


1C Years, and 
above io. 


Total Males 
j and Females. 


Gross 
Total 
Males i 
j Females, 
i in 1855- 


Gross 
Total 
Males & 
Females, 
in 1854. 


Felons convicted, . 


M. 

3 


F. 

.1 


1 

M. 

375 1 


F. 

113 


M. 

378 


F. | 

114 


! 492 


674 


Misdemeanants do. 


123 


27 


2,7301 


573 


2,853 


600 


3,453 
! 2,417 


4,015 


Vagrants do. 


186 


139 


, 1,666! 


426 : 


1,852 


565 


4,074 


Felons acquitted, . 


3 


1 


1 95 


39 


98 


40 


138 


> 2023 


Misdemeanants do. 


I 




91 


21 


92 


21 


1 113 


For faitlier examination. 


30 


20 


338 


: 87 


368 


107 


| 475 


) 




346 


188: 5,295 


1,259! 5,641 


1,447 


! 7,088 


10,786 
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Workhouse Offenders. — 1855. 



Workhouse Offenders, 

On leaving Workhouse, . 



10 Years 
and 
under. 











I n.rrd n 




Total. 




in 


1 








1S54. 


1 

M 


F. M. 


F. 


IM. &F. 




388 


36 406 


36 1 


442 


638 


134 


11 137 


11 


148 


414 


522 


47 543 1 


47 


590 


1,052 



Re-committals of Juveniles. — 1855, 1854. 



Thirty-fourth 

Report. 



Re-committed once, 
twice, 



thrice, 
four times and 
upwards, . 



16 Years 
and 

above 10. 



24 

4 

2 

6 

36 | 



| 




1 


M. i 


F. 


M. | 


*■ 


M. &F. 


m.&f. 


438 


119 


462 


132! 


594 


914 


226 


56r 


230 


61 


291 


459 


1 11, 


25] 


113: 


27] 


140 


229 


227: 


.1 9 I 


233 t 


118 


351 


429 



1,002 299. 1,138 338 1,376 2,031 



Re-committals of Juveniles.— 1855, 1854. 



10 Years old and 
under. 



Re-committed once, 

» twice, 

•.) three times, 

» tour times 

and upwards, 



_!_! _ 

6 25 | 33 

17 1 58 

75 

Gross total, Criminals and Vagrants, 



4' 14 
2 8 



M. 


1 

F. 


311 


74 


151 


31 


69 


18 


108 


A 


639 


158 


7 97 | 



C nals!' Vagrants. 



75 25| 

42 

119- 64? 

363 141 



504 



M. 


F. i 


M. 


F. 


321 


78 


141 


54 


152 


33 


78 


2f 


69 


18 


44 


9 


108 


35| 


125 


83 


650 


164 


388 


174 



Gross i Gross 
Total, Total, 
1855. 1854. 



814 | 562 

1,376 



594 914 
291 459 

140 229 

351 429 



,376 



2,031 



onirn n e f °T itta , IS f he females are 20 ' 41 per cent., or 
24-56 wrn **1 whole; ln tile recommittals they are 
berfit P m a v K •’ .% T' fm ‘ rth ; so ^ m round nem- 

each’e irl i Jr ^ SM j * l at * lere have been four boys for 
wn gm m prison during 1 855. J 
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Thirty -fourth No. 9. — Extract from the Returns of the Dublin Metropolitan 
Report . Police, from 1849 to 1855. 



YKARS.j 


Committed for 
Trial. 


Summarily Convicted. 


Discharged by 
Magistrates. 


• 

! Total. 


Total 

Males 




ICTY ears 


10 Years 
under 15 


Under 10 j 10 Years 
Y ears of A go - and under 1 5 . 


Under 
10 Years 
of Age. 


1 0 Y ears 
and under 1 5. ■ 


and 

Fe- 

males. 


1849, 


M. | 


F. 

1 


M. 

55 


F. 

13 


i M. 
371 


F. M. 

438 1,745 


F. : 

549 


M. 

92 


F. 

78 


M. | 

722 j 


F. 

163 


M. ! F. 

2,985! 1,242 


4,227 


1850, 




- 


48 


10 


640 


588 2,356 


727 


157 


23 


749 


199 


3,960 1,547 


5,497 


1851, 




- 


53 


11 


743 


682 2,891 


1,133 


210 


138 


724! 


225 


4,621 2,189 


6,810 


1852, 


- 


- 


35 


9 


724 


955 1,957 


1,302 


155 


102 


729 


233 


3,600 2,601 


6,201 


1853, 


i 2 


2 


56 


18 


479 


466 1,865 


746 


103 


67 


646 


185 


3,151 i 1,484 
1 


4,635 


1854, 


I 2 


- 


62 


11' 393 


383 1,885 


630 


122 


100 


631 


206 


3,09s 1 1,330 


4,425 


1855, 


L 


- 


23 


ju 


264 


208 1,662 


361 


91 


84 


! 611 


157 


2,658 j 824 


3,482 



Thus, in 1855, as compared with 1854, there has been 
a decrease in male offences of 2,553, and in female of 
1,145 ; in all 3,698, or at a per centage of 30T in 
the males, 44T7 in the females,, 84*28 in the total of 
both sexes. In 1854 the vagrants were 3777 per cent, 
of the whole, in 1855 only 34*09 ; so that the decrease 
in vagrancy has more than kept pace with that in other 
offences. In the general re-committals, also, there is a 
reduction exactly proportionate to that in the commit- 
tals ; but whereas in the committals of juveniles the 
vagrants are only 34*09 per cent, of the whole, in the 
re-committals they are no less than 69*04 pel* cent, of the 
total number of recurrent offenders. 

Sentences of Penal Servitude of Juveniles. 

16 Years and above 10. 

Males. Females. 

Six Years, 11 1 

Four Years, ..... 53 5 

64 6 

Total, . . . 70 

No juveniles were sentenced to transportation, and 
none under eleven years to penal servitude. 

Sentences of Juveniles for Unlimited or Indefinite Terms of 
Imprisonment. 

10 Years and under. 16 Years and above 10. 

Total. 



Males. Females. 


Males. Females. 


Males. 


Females. 


2 


46 8 


48 


8 




Total, 




56 
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Sentences of Juveniles for all Definite Terms of Imprisonment. Th 



10 Years and under. 



Criminals. Vagrants. 



2 Years and above 18 months, 
18 Months and above 12, 

12 Months and above 9, 

9 Months and above 6, 

0 Months and above 3, 

3 Months and above 2, 

2 Months and above 1 , 

1 Month and above 14 days. 

14 Days and above 7, . 

7 Days and above 48 hours, 

48 Hours, 

24 Horn’s, 



16 Years and above 10. 



Criminals. Vagrants. 



M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


- 


_ 


_ 




7 

15 


1 


- 




— 


— 


- 


- 


61 


9 


_ 




- 


1 


- 


- 


18 


6 


_ 




3 


— 


— 


- 


95 


35 


2 




10 


3 


- 


- 


311 


81 


2 


1 


13 


3 


- 


- 


400 


126 


1 




38 


7 


69 


44 


956 


164 


594 


158 


13 


9 


89 


78 


433 


98 


851 


226 


31 


5 


22 


15 


366 


100 


177 


31 


6 


1 


3 


2 


187 


28 


14 


4 


12 


“ 


1 


“ 


159 


11 


24 


12 


126 




184 


189 


3,008 


659 


1,665 


432 


155 


323 


3,667 | 


2,097 



M. 

15 

61 

18 

100 

323 

414 

1.657 

1,386 

596 

210 

195 



1 

9 

7 

35 

85 

129 

373 

411 

151 

35 

24 



4,982 1 1,260 



6,242 



Sentences of Juveniles for Short Terms of Imprisonment. 

Males. 



1 Month and above 14 days, 1,657 
14 Days and above 7, . . 1 } 386 

7 Days and above 48 hours, 596 
48 Hours, . . . ; 210 

24 Hours, . . . .195 

4,044 



Females. 


Total, 


373 


2,030 


411 


1,797 


151 


747 


35 


245 


24 


219 


994 


5,038 



hours represented. 
56,840 
25,158 
5,229 
490 
219 

87,936 



It thus appears, that of the total number of juveniles 
sentenced to ordinary terms of imprisonment, only 938 

wlV™ ■ a r aIeS ’ in a11 1 ’ 204 ’ were sentenced for 
!?,8 g nnIT 0ds , tlan one m<mth : but tllat 4 ,044 males 
f ,, ® , finales, in all 5,038, or upwards of four-fifths 
i , e 6,242, were under sentences ranging from 

ena t0 ° ne and that tile av erage 

5 nfs • nnpnsonment, after sentence, for each of these 

under J eleh he th ® maximum of time mentioned 
hours. beading, was only seventeen days and ten 



[PARENTAGE of JUVENILES. 
C 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




XXXIV 



Thirty -fourth Report of 
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10 Years and undor. 


16 Years and above 10. 








Criminals. 


Vagrants. 


Criminals. | 


Vagrants. 


Totals. 




M. 


F. ^ 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. ' 


M. 


F. 


Having both parents living, . 


60 


23 


51 1 


62 


1,428 


274 


307 


121 


1,846 


480 


Having both parents dead, 


40 


9 


46 


16 


885 


210 


975 


173 


1,946 


408 


Having father dead, 


42 


15 


67 


54 


857 


234 


251 


91 


1,217 


394 


Having mother dead, . 


19 


2 


21 


7 


457 


108 


135 


48 


632 


165 




161 


49 


185 


139 


3,627 '826 


1,668 


433 


5,641 


1,447 




| 2 io 


324 


4,453 


2,101 


7,088 



Sub-Olasstfication. 





10 Years and under. 


16 Years and above 10. 








Criminals. 


Vagrants. 


Criminals. 


Vagrants. 


Totals. 




M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


Having stepfather, 


17 


3 


2 


2 


132 


40 


37 


21 


188 


66 


Having stepmother, 


3 


1 


2 


— 


87 


44 


28 


11 


120 


56 


Abandoned by parents, 


21. 


2 


11 


1 


162 


46 


110 


5 


304 


54 


Absconded from parents, 


15 


1 


11 


2 


175 


48 


139 


32 


340 


83 


Illegitimate, 


2 


1 


1 


“ 


49 


18 


12 


12 


64 


31 



State of Education on Committal. 





10 Years and under. 


16 Years and above 10. 


Totals. 


Criminals. 


Vagrants. 


Criminals. 


Vagrants. 




M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


Head and write, 


12 


— 


7 


1 


774 


65 


467 


86 


1,260 


152 


Read imperfectly, 


40 


4 


24 


4 


774 


172 


275 


146 


1,113 


326 


Know spelling, 


IS 


5 


26 


9 


397 


92 


299 


22 


740 


128 


Know alphabet, 


15 


1 


10 


1 


192 


42 


45 


6 


262 


50 


Wholly illiterate, 


76 


39 


118 


124 


1,490 


455 


582 


173 


2,266 


791 




161 


49 


185 


139 


3,627 


826 


1,068 


433 


5,641 


1,447 




210 


324 


4,453 


2 ,ioi 


7,088 



Religion. 



/ 


10 Years and under. 


16 Years and above 10. 


Totals. 


Criminals. 


Vagrants. | 


j Criminals. 


Vagrants. 




M. 


F 


M. 


F. 


| 

M. 


F. 


1 

M. ! F. 


M. 


v 


Protestant, 


19 


6 


2 


_ 


| 0;*S 7 . 


68 


38 | 20 


316 


94 


Presbyterian, . 


— 


1 


_ 


_ 


i 46 


13 


O I I 


48 


15 


Roman Catholic, . . | 


142 


42 


183 j 


139 


3,324 j 


745 


1,628 ;412 


5,277 


1,338 




161 


49 j 


185 


139 


3,627 


S2o 


1,668 |433 


5,811 1 


1,447 
























210 


324 


4,453 


2,101 


7,088 
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10 Years and under. 


J Criminals. 


V agrants. 


County or borough to which M ’ *' 


M. 


F. 


gaol belongs, . . 147 33 


108 


84 i 


Other localities, . . 14 11 


77 


55 


161 49 


185 


139 ? 


210 


324 



The analysis of the foregoing tables is as follows .-— 

1 Parentage— 32-81 per cent., or one-third, 

had both parents living; 33-21 per cent., or one-third, 
had both parents dead; 2272 per cent, had lost their 
fathers, and 11-24 per cent, had lost their mothers 
making together one-third who were orphans of one 
parent; 6’06 per cent, were stepchildren, 5-05 per cent 
had been abandoned by their parents, 5-96 per cent, 
had absconded^ from their parents, and only 1'34 r>er 
cent, were illegitimate. J 1 

Secondly. Education — 19-92 per cent., or one-fifth, 
could read and write ; 20-3 per cent., or one-fifth, could 
lead imperfectly; 12-24 per cent, could spell, and 4-4 per 
Ce j t ^Q 1 o W tl6lr al P llabet ’ comprising about one-sixth; 

or rather more than tw °- fifths ’ were 
T hlrd| y._R e ii g i° n _ 5 ' 78 per cent-> 01 . i;ttle more 
than one-twentieth, were of the Established Church ; only 
0 8S per cent were Presbyterians; and 93-32 per cent, 
"ere Roman Catholics. 

P„n 1 ° U f : ' thly '77 ResitlenCe— 66 ' 8X P er ceni ’ or two-thirds, 
came from the town or county in which the gaol to 
which they were committed is situated; but 3318 per 
Cei rpu 01 no ^ ess one-third , were strangers. 

in t w ^ ppe f ar * t0 h . ave been some slight improvement 
the state of education m the juvenile offenders during 
the past year ; but neither in this respect nor under the 
o her headings has 1855 differed so much from 1854 as 

RennrTiP ^ p ?. rtlcu,ar notice - In the last General 
iuven In r que f 10 . n of tIle expediency of establishing 
juvenile reformatories was so folly discussed, that we do 

favour of dCT v ** t0 restate the arguments in 

iavoui of such establishments. We would merely point 

c 2 



M188 1,014 185 1,913 439 



4,453 2,101 
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xxxvi Thirty-Fourth Report , fyc. 

to the figures and analyses which we have given, as 
showing, that although the numbers are diminished, yet 
that no less than 7,088 children were committed to 
prison during the past year ; that a large proportion of 
them were wholly illiterate, whilst many others had 
barely acquired the first rudiments of education ; that 
the terms of imprisonment were too short to render it 
possible to impart any real educational instruction to 
the great majority of them ; that many, especially 
vagrants, continue to use the gaol as their home, and 
to return to it in the evening of the very day on which 
they have been set at liberty ; and that unless youthful 
offenders can be kept under restraint sufficiently long to 
enable instruction and reformation to take deep root, it 
is idle to expect much — if any — improvement in this 
class of the criminal population. 

James Coeey Connellan. 

Felton F. W. Heevey. 
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Table I. — Prisoners Committed to the several County and Town Gaols 



County and Town 



Summary Convictions. 



Gaols. 


Felons. 


Misde- 

mean- 

ants. 


c ?™" 


Offendors 

under 

Larceny 

Act. 


Misde- 

meanants. 


Danger- 

Luna- 

tics. 


Revenue 


Under 

Poor 

Act. 


Courts 

Martial. 


Deserters. 


Under 

Vagrant 

Act. 








F. 


M. 




M. 




M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


v 


M. 


F. 


M. 


j. 


M. 


M. 


M. 








78 


81 


34 


8 


1 




153 


69 


495 


358 


9 


5 


10 


7 


23 


11 


40 


80 


80 


59 






27 


57 


6 


3 






36 


27 


251 


178 


4 


3 


5 




9 


3 


2 


15 


25 


24 






14 


24 


17 


1 


2 


1 


11 


26 


51 


34 


4 








1 


7 


131 


23 


51 


26 




Cavan, 


29 


20 


18 


2 






16 


16 


95 


23 


7 


1 


io 


3 


1 




62 


4 


3 


1£ 




Clare, .... 


20 


3 


53 


39 






27 


24 


67 


45 


8 


3 


1 


1 


37 


5 




5 


8 


20 




Cork County, 


130 


90 


29 


2 


2 




124 


107 


344 


193 


11 


8 


14 


14 


99 


33 


7 


1 


212 


39 




„ City, . 


97 


115 


12 


2 




. 


189 


36 


202 


533 


2 




1 










54 


200 


67 




Donegal, 


11 


4 


18 


4 






10 


9 


149 


19 


9 


6 


L23 


13 


4 


3 




20 




4 






04 


50 


9 


1 






22 


26 


130 


111 


9 


6 


1 


3 


17 


5 




fi 


22 


If 




Dublin County, . 


32 


26 


17 


2 






126 


102 


229 


297 


11 


4 


9 


2 


3 




27 


35 


164 


261 




Grangegorman 












































Penitentiary, 




166 












709 




2,094 




49 








49 








2,925 




Richmond Bridewell, 


162 




66 








780 




[,227 




31 




3 




9 




ii 


103 


1,417 






Fermanagh, 


21 


14 


15 








9 


7 


60 


24 


8 


5 


2 


1 






3 


7 








Galway County, . 


26 


19 


22 


35 






53 


50 


108 


25 


8 


7 


6 


3 


7 


6 






7 


5 




„ Town, . 


15 


12 


11 


1 






49 


22 


88 


84 


5 


3 




2 


6 


1 




3 


17 


14 






55 


46 


15 


1 




1 


29 


23 


201 


82 


3 


1 


6 


2 


32 


6 




A 


58 


101 




Kildare, Naas, 


37 


26 


13 


2 






17 


14 


40 


33 


4 


2 


2 








6 


131 


£ 


46 






14 


17 










16 


21 


40 


22 












5 




16 


21 






Kilkenny County, 


27 


23 


21 


1 


1 




35 


39 


72 


20 


15 


6 




1 


3 


1 




5 


44 


9 




„ City, . 


29 


28 


6 








8 


9 


30 


4 


1 






1 


9 


41 




21 


30 


278 






34 


24 


12 








29 


44 


52 


33 


11 


5 






14 


7 




9 


7 


4 






16 


If 


12 




2 




7 


7 


94 


32 


4 


2 


5 


£ 








8 




2 




Limerick County, 


4 




70 


42 




1 


68 


54 


126 


75 


8 


4 


] 




7 


y 




6 


88 


2( 




„ City, . 


31 


36 


10 


2 






427 


188 


486 


146 
















51 


11C 


84 




Londonderry, 


18 


18 


26 


18 






50 


22 


119 


47 


6 




8 




6 


2 


21 


11 


17 


18 






20 


20 










6 


15 


86 


24 


1 










4 




4 


2 


48 






12 


16 


9 








13 


If 


56 


7t 


5 






2 


9 


] 


2C 




5 


4 




Drogheda, 


7 


10 


1 








5 


7 


4f 


25 




f 












35 


11 


94 






5f 


43 


68 


ic 






26 


10 


185 


60 


20 


1( 


42 


42 


4 


2 




] 


5 


6 




Meath, 


20 


20 










24 


31 


52 


37 


10 




1 


6 


11 




U 


15 


5 






Monaghan, . 


11 


28 


20 








3 


8 


83 


38 


5 




1 




10 




5 


1 


1 


1 






35 


3" 


5( 


: 






26 


3J 


57 


55 


1] 


] 






2 


14 


7 


18 




1 






25 


25 


29 








12 


2 


77 


52 


2 


: 


t 




7 


It 




7 


1 


If 




Sligo, . 


2] 


13 


17 




1 




4 




87 


27 




{ 


21 


9 


1 


4 




7 


£ 


If 




Tipperary, Nenagh, 


51 


34 


19 




• 




42 


43 


88 


60 


16 






1 


3b 


12 




11 


68 


41 




,, Clonmel, . 


nr 


93 


37 








151 


133 


285 


141 


8 




1 




158 


19 


1 


22 


156 


42 






4 ; 


3C 


27 








17 




176 


72 


] 




40 


it 


3 


2 


6 


1C 


16 


70 




Waterford County, 


25 


37 


16 








27 


33 


7i 


4< 


5 


] 


1 


1 


12 


£ 




7 


17 


9 






52 


36 


4 








8 




82 


106 


J 




2 


1 


5 


£ 




7 


26 


43 




Westmeath, 


20 


19 


31 


6 , 




14 


29 


126 


37 


9 








44 


12 




20 


7 


38 






60 


59 


14 








53 


63 


76 


33 


13 




7 


8 


29 


22 


19 


10 


83 


117 




Wicklow, . 


24 


10 


23 








21 


24 


36 


26 


3 




1 




1 


10 


4 


7 


8 


1 




Total, 


1,530 


1,465^ S90 233 10 

1 1 I 


3 2,743 

I 


2,108 


0,424 


5,42G 


294 


190 


344 


114 


619 


305 


386 


800 


3,001 


4,598 
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from the 1st of January to tlie 31st of December, 1855, by Classes of Crime. 




TTotal Convicted. . ... . , _ 40r r 'q 

Acquitted, No Bill, No. Prosecution, and for Further Examination. . 7,873 



Committals, exclusive of Debtors, 



. 48,440 
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Table II. — Sentences of Death, Transportation, Penal Servitude, and of 

by Offences and by 

CON VICTED AT ASSIZES 



Felons. 



County and Town Gaols. 


Death. 


| Transportation for 


Penal Servitude for 


Life. 


15 


Other 

Periods 


Life. 


14 


10 

Y ears. 


6 

Years. 


4 

Years. 


Other 

Periods. 


Antrim, 

Armagh, 

Carlow, 

Cavan, 

Clare, 

Cork County, .... 
„ City, . 

Donegal, 

Down, 

Dublin County, 

Grangegorman Penitentiary, 
Richmond Bridewell, . 
Fermanagh, .... 
Galway County, 

„ Town, 

Kerry, 

Kildare, Naas, 

,, Athy, 

Kilkenny County, . 

» City, 

King’s, 

Leitrim, 

Limerick County, . 

„ City, 

Londonderry, .... 

Longford, .... 

Louth, . . 

Drogheda, .... 

Mayo, 

Meath, 

Monaghan, .... 

Queen’s, 

Roscommon, .... 
Sligo, ..... 

Tipperary, Nenagh, 

„ Clonmel, 

Tyrone, 

Waterford County, . 

„ City, 

Westmeath, .... 

Wexford, 

Wicklow, .... 


sr 

’l 


F. 


M. 

’] 

2 

. 

‘l 

'l 


F. 


1 

'3 

*1 

'l 

1 

*2 


F. 


ST 

’l 

. 

. 


F. 

’3 


sr. 

1 


F. 

'l 


sr. 


F. 


sr. 


F. 
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WENT FOR 



9 

Months 

and 

above 

C. 


6 

i Months 
and 
above 
3. 


3 

i Months 
and 
above 
2. 


2 

Months 

and 

above 

1 . 


Month 

and 

above 

D 14 


14 

Days 

above 

7. 


7 

Days 

and 

H 48 


48 


24 


Unlim- 

ited. 


Total. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


ar. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. & F. 


91 


68 


30C 


1371 


261 


80C 


) 14C 


1 15C 


) 110 


1 16C 


) 21 


1 31 


. 3 c 


> 36 






! 1( 


) 14 


: 34 


: 14 


: 1 ,58C 


1 1,461 


3,045 


14 


4 


151 


46 


194 


6C 


) 92 


; 23 


16C 


I 46 


I 42 


1 12 


41 


6 






It 


) 1 


7C 


1 1C 


l 89C 


23c 


1,123 






































1C 


1 3 


; ic 




13 






21 


16 


354 


187 


585 


454 


866 


727 


443 


470 


345 


232 


92 


16 


31 


' 6 






2,743 


2,108 


4,851 


3 


2 


39 


.30 


248 


141 


818 


459 


2063 


1427 


1227 


967 


1066 


1273 


514 


941 


310 


1 132 


121 


49 


6,424 


5,426 


11,850 






































294 


190 


294 


190 


484 


1 




30 




232 


51 


4 


11 


36 


25 


14 


12 


5 


8 




2 






22 


5 


344 


114 


458 






3 


6 


41 


10 


56 


15 


366 


158 


85 


68 


55 


35 


2 


9 


10 


4 






619 


305 


924 






10 




24 




68 




90 




40 




138 




14 




19 




781 




1,186 




1,186 






1 


1 


4 


21 


6 


44 


1080 


1499 


1458 


2438 


316 


383 


75 


134 


61 


75 




3 


3,001 


4,598 


7,599 














. 


2 


2 


5 


3 


19 


203 


461 


2348 


1208 


2239 


2487 


2 


1 


4,797 


4,243 


9,040 










































4,765 


3,108 


7,873 


109 


74 


>55 


1 

170,1 


1358' 


770 


L769 


1158 < 


1782 < 


1047 i 


5341 , 


1017 2 


1204 5 


1434 c 


1048 5 


1372 5 


1714 


1719] 


L334|275 5 


10653 5 


11793 


48,446 


183 1 


1,025 


2,128 


2,927 


8,829 | 


7,358 


4,638 


5,420 


5,433 


1,609 


48,446 





d 2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




lii 



Thirty-fourth Report of 



Table III. — Ages and Sexes of Prisoners committed in the 

CONVICTED AT ASSIZES 
Felons. | Mis- 



Co untv and Town Gaols. 

10 Years 


11 to 16 
Y ears. 


17 to 20 
Years. 


21 to 30 

Yoars. 


3 Ho 40 


40 Yoars 
and 

upwards. 


Total. 10 Years 

and 
under. 


M. F. 




F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


m. 


F. 


ar. f. 


M. 


F. M. 


F. 




8 


6 


10 


10 


34 


42 


5 


9 


21 14 


78 


81 . 






6 


6 


8 


8 


7 


26 


4 


12 


2 5 


27 


57 . 






3 


3 


3 


1 


6 


11 




5 


2 4 


14 


24 . 






4 


1 


(5 


6 


13 


11 




2 


4 5 


29 


25 . 




Clare, 


2 


1 


8 




6 


1 


1 




3 1 


20 


3 . 






44 


7 


31 


15 


30 


40 


8 


7 


17 21 


130 


90 . 






11 


10 


3!) 


41 


24 


31 


14 


18 


9 15 


97 


115 . 






. 5 




2 


3 


3 








1 1 


11 


4 . 






14 


3 


0 


2 


18 


25 


6 


6 


10 14 


54 


50 . 




Dublin County, 


8 




8 


3 


5 


14 


3 


3 


8 6 


32 


26 . 




GrangegormanPenitentiary 




14 




40 




72 




29 


11 




166 . 










44 




50 








14 . 








Fermanagh, 


4 


2 


12 


2 


4 


5 




2 


1 3 


21 


14 . 




Galway County, 


3 


2 


4 


5 


8 




5 


2 


6 3 


26 


19 . 




„ Town, .... 1 


9 




3 


1 








2 


1 2 


15 


12 . 






21 


4 


13 


12 


4 


20 


13 


1 


4 9 


55 


46 . 






3 


1 


9 


5 


16 


13 


4 


4 


5 3 


37 


26 . 






3 


2 


2 


5 


5 


6 




1 


4 3 


14 


17 . 




Kilkenny County 


8 


o 


6 


4 


10 


9 


1 


4 


2 4 


27 


23 




„ City, 


6 




6 










5 


1 5 




28 . 








1 


5 


6 


18 


12 


9 


5 


2 . 


34 


24 . 




Leitrim, 


3 




4 


2 


6 


4 


2 


3 


1 4 


16 


13 . 




Limerick County 


2 


















4 










1 


3 


4 


20 


i? 


4 


ic 


4 4 


31 


36 . 




Londonderry, 


2 




1 




7 


12 


4 


6 


4 . 


18 


18 . 




Longford, 


2 




6 


3 


8 


10 


3 


4 


1 3 


20 


20 . 










4 


3 




6 




1 


2 3 


12 


16 . 




Drogheda 


2 


3 


1 


3 


2 


1 


1 


1 


1 2 


7 


10 . 






8 


1 


13 


6 


15 


18 


7 


6 


10 8 


53 


43 . 




Meath 


5 


3 


9 


3 


2 


8 


3 


4 


1 2 


20 


20 . 




Monaghan, 


1 


1 


3 




3 


13 


1 


10 


3 4 


11 


28 . 






11 


3 


6 


4 




21 


4 


2 


10 7 


39 


37 . 






9 


2 


<i 


5 


6 


5 


1 


5 


3 8 


25 


25 . 






4 




6 


2 


6 


7 


1 


3 


3 6 


21 


18 . 




Tipperary, Nenagh, .... 


25 


5 


10 


12 


8 


10 


5 


3 


3 4 


51 


34 . 




„ Clonmel, .... 


50 


3 


22 


20 


25 


41 


10 


10 


9 19 


116 


93 . 






13 


1 


11 


14 


12 


12 


2 


2 


5 


43 


36 . 




Waterford County, .... 


5 


2 


12 






13 


5 




1 9 


25 


37 . 




„ City, 


21 


3 


14 


8 


7 


U 


6 


t 


4 4 


52 


38 . 




Westmeath, 


4 


1 


2 




11 


9 




3 


3 2 


20 


19 . 






20 


5 


7 




14 


19 


5 




13 19 


60 


59 . 




Wicklow 


1 




8 




13 


9 


2 






24 


15 . 




Total, ..31 


381 


107 


375 


287 


454 


607 


169 


218 


198 245 


1,580 1,465 1 





Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Inspectors- General of Prisons in] [Ireland. 



liii 



Year 1855, classified by Offences, and by County and Town Gaols. 



and quarter sessions. 



11 to 1C 
Years. 


17 to 20 
Years. 


21 to 30 


31 to 40 


40 Y cars 
upwards. 


Total. 


11 to 16 
Y ears. 


17 to 20 
Y ears. 


21 to 30 


31 to 40 
Years. 


40 Y cars 
and 

upwards 


Total. 


M. 


F. 


St. 


F. 


sr. 


F. 


1 . 


F. 


St. 


F. 


at. 


F. 


sr. 




SI. 


F. 


SI. 


*. 


at 


F. 


St. 


F. 


M. 


F. 






3 




23 


2 


5 


1 


3 




34 


3 










1 








• 




1 






1 




O 


2 












0 


3 






























1 




13 




2 


1 


1 




17 


1 










1 




1 
















0 




8 


2 


3 




1 




18 


2 


























3 


2 


15 


12 


23 


11 


7 


4 


5 


io 


53 


39 


























0 




0 




10 


2 


7 




8 


. 


29 


2 










2 












2 








3 


1 


0 


1 


2 








12 


0 


























] 




3 


2 


3 


1 


4 




7 


1 


18 


4 


































3 


1 


2 




4 




9 


1 


























1 




1 




5 


2 


2 




8 




17 


2 




























1 




3 




10 




6 




3 




23 


























io 




is 




23 




14 




5 




GO 
































1 




1C 




4 








15 




























0, 


1 


6 


5 


5 


12 


5 


11 


4 


6 


22 


35 
































1 


8 




1 




2 




11 


1 
































1 


8 




2 




1 




15 


1 








1 
















1 










7 




2 


1 


4 


1 


13 


2 


























'l 




'3 




io 


'l 


1 




'o 




21 


’l 










'l 












'1 




4 






• 














6 
















































12 




































6 




1 




1 




12 




1 








1 












2 




20 


2 


13 


6 


20 


2C 


6 


2 


5 


i2 


70 


42 




















1 




i 










0 


2 


4 








10 


2 


























3 




8 


6 


8 


9 


5 


3 


2 




26 


18 






























4 








3 




2 




9 
































2 




4 




3 








9 




























2 




7 


‘l 


32 


' 6 


17 


'2 


io 


1 


68 


io 


































4 


2 










4 


2 


























2 


1 


1 




10 


2 


3 


1 


4 


1 


20 


5 
































1 


45 




7 




4 




56 


1 






























4 






1 


0 




6 


3 


29 


4 






























0 




9 


1 


3 




3 




17 


1 










1 
















4 




8 




3 


3 


3 




1 


1 


19 


4 


























0 


1 


7 




14 




7 




3 


1 


37 


2 






























11 


2 


14 


1 






2 


1 


27 


4 






























2 


1 


3 




1 




4 


1 


10 


2 


































20 


- 4 


'5 


1 


6 


'l 


31 


'g 


















1 




1 








1 






3 


1 




5! . 


14 


3 






























3 




9 


3 


4 


1 


7 


1 


23 


5 


























70 


9 


136 


44 


406 


102 


147 


34 


124 


44 


890 


233 


1 






1 


7 




1 




1 


2 


10 


3 



Criminal Lunatics. 



[continued. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




liv 



Thirty-fourth Report of 



Table III. continued. — Ages and Sexes of Prisoners committed in 



County and Town Gaols. 



SUMMARY 



Offences under Larceny Act. 



Antrim, 

Armagh, 

Carlow, 

Cavan, 

Clare, 



Cork County, 

» City, 
Donegal, . 
Down, 

Dublin County, 



Grangegorman Peniten. 
Richmond Bridewell, 
Fermanagh, 

Galway County, 

„ Town, . 

Kerry, 

Kildare, Naas, . 

_ „ Athy, . 

Kilkenny County, 

» City, 

King’s, 

Leitrim, . 

Limerick County, 

» City, . 

Londonderry, 

Longford, 

Louth, 

Drogheda, 

Mayo, 

Meath, 

Monaghan , 

Queen’s, . 

Roscommon, 

Sligo, 

Tipperary, Nenagh, 

„ Clonmel, 
Tyrone, 

Waterford County, 

». City, 
Westmeath, 



Wexford, . 
Wicklow, , 



Total, . 



10 Year 
and 
under. 


llto 16 
Years. 


17 to 20 


21 to 30 
Years. 


31 to 40 
Y ears. 


40 Years 
upwards. 


SI. 


F. 


sr. 


F. 


M . 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 






102 


2S 


14 




If 


17 




10 


1C 


11 






11 




1C 


1 












6 
















£ 


: 




: 












l 
























11 






11 




5 




6 


2 




64 


14 


2C 


16 




37 




15 


10 


25 


1 


1 


42 


1« 


8; 


15 




; 




f 






1 




6 


2 








4 




1 




2 


2 




10 


3 




2 




1( 




4 






2 


2 


46 


15 


22 


16 


i9 


37 


ii 


6 


26 


26 




1 




14 




124 




405 




116 






23 




896 




13‘ 




iis 




51 




58 




1 




2 


2 






2 


1 


i 


3 




1 






14 


3 




; 


12 


lh 




17 


10 


9 






24 


2 


11 


4 


5 


8 


3 


3 


3 


5 




1 


18 


3 


3 


7 


1 


fi 


3 


3 


4 


4 






4 




4 


1 


5 


7 


0 


4 


2 


2 








7 


6 


2 


7 


7 


J 


0 


2 


3 


2 




ii 


5 


6 


4 


5 


13 


6 


7 




10 




1 


2 


4 


1 


2 


5 


2 










1 




11 


2 


6 


5 


6 


21 


2 


9 


3 






1 


4 




2 


1 


1 


4 










1 


1 


42 


4 


8 


17 


7 


14 


3 


5 




13 


1 


1 


114 


44 


122 


48 


56 


54 


84 


22 


50 


19 














26 


18 


21 


4 


3 








2 


2 




4 


1 




1 


4 


2 












2 


5 


4 


4 


2 


1 


1 


2 








3 


2 




1 


2 




1 


2 


1 






8 


3 


8 


2 


6 


3 


2 


1 


2 


1 






5 


2 


2 


11 


7 


9 


4 


6 


6 


3 






1 


1 






1 


8 




2 


1 


2 








6 


1 


2 


7 


13 


7 


6 










5 




3 




1 






1 


3 








3 








1 
















21 


9 


6 


io 


9 


9 


3 


9 


2 


6 


10 




87 


30 


31 


30 


12 


43 


6 


16 








2 


5 


1 


3 


2 


2 


1 


1 


3 










9 


2 


6 


7 


5 


10 


4 


10 


3 


4 
















1 






2 










3 




1 


4 


18 


3 


5 


2 


2 






32 


10 


5 


4 


9 


30 


2 


3 












6 


3 


2 


4 


11 


1 


2 


6 


3 


64 


14 


,152 


257 


559 


359 


438 


873 


262 


321 


268 


284 2 



10 Year 
and 
under. 


11 to 16 
Years. 




si. 


F. 


sr. 


F. 




9 




44 


1 




7 : 




U 






6 . 










6 . 




1 






4 . 










7 . 




63 






6 


< 


22 


14 




: 




1 






. 




18 






2 ] 




37 


12 










49 




4 




266 
















. 










. 




45 






1 

. 




42 


5 




. . 




i 


1 




. 




4 


1 




. 




14 


1 




. 




8 


4 




1 




£ 


4 




5 




28 


5 








116 


32 




ii 




51 


12 








g 


2 








7 


3 








19 


3 








24 










2 


2 








2 










8 


2 








11 


2 








18 


5 




2 




27 


5 




8 




88 


2 








18 


2 








9 


1 








6 


2 








2 


2 




2 




11 


2 






1 


7 


1 




41 




13 


,101 


230 





Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Inspectors- General of Prisons in Ireland. lv 

the Year 1855, classified by Offences, and by County and Town Gaols. 

CONVICTIONS. 



DEMEAN’ ANTS 
















Dangerous Lunatics 














4ges. 












Ages. 










17 to 20 
Years. 


21 to 30 
Yoars. 


31 to 40 
Y ears. 


:e: — «? ™ 


21 to 30 
Years. 


31 to 40 
Y ears. 


40 Y cars 
upwards. 


Total. 




M. 


F. 


M. F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. M. 


F. M. 


F. M. F. 


M. F. 


M. F. 


M. f. 


m. 


F. 




39 


46 


228 200 


76 


49 


106 


47 495 


358 . 


1 . 


3 1 


1 1 


4 3 


9 






24 


20 


86 96 


57 


23 


04 


30 251 


178 . 




1 1 




3 2 


4 


3 




15 


9 


IS 12 


4 


(i 


6 


6 51 


34 . 




1 . 


2i 


1 . 


4 






15 


1 


52 11 


8 


2 


9 


4 95 


23 . 




3 . 


1 1 


3 . 


7 


1 




10 


. 3 


25 12 


14 


14 


10 


16 67 


45 . 


4 . 






4 3 


8 


3 




42 


18 


124 126 


39 


15 


76 


26 344 


193 . 


4 


9 2 


2 . 


2 


11 


8 




71 


180 


49 191 


31 


92 


27 


52 202 


533 . 








Q 


2 






35 


1 


60 8 


18 


4 


24 


5 149 


19 . 




5 3 


2 1 


2 2 


£ 


6 




9 


9 


54 55 


20 


13 


29 


28 130 


Ill 1 




3 S 




5 3 


£ 


6 




21 


30 


100 202 


32 


28 


32 


24 229 


297 . 


2 1 


2 . 


4 1 


3 2 


11 


4 






319 


. 1,125 




356 




238 . 2094 . 


3 


17 


14 


15 




49 




219 




411 . 


173 




154 


. 1,227 


2 




10 . 


9 


10 . 


31 






12 


5 


19 6 


12 


4 


11 


4 60 


24 . 


1 . 


1 1 


4 3 


2 1 


f 


5 




5 


4 


28 9 


30 


8 


33 


4 108 


25 . 




3 2 


2 3 


3 2 


8 


7 




20 


6 


11 45 


9 


20 


3 


10 88 


84 . 




3 1 


1 1 


1 1 


5 


3 




44 


11 


74 29 


13 


14 


27 


23 201 


82 . 




1 1 


1 . 


1 . 


3 


1 




12 


5 


10 17 


11 


4 


7 


5 40 


31 . 


1 


1 1 


1 . 


2 


4 


2 




1 


3 


23 14 


8 


1 


5 


3 40 


22 . 
















17 


2 


35 3 


8 


3 


8 


11 72 


20 . 


1 . 


5 1 


2 . 


7 5 


i 5 


6 




9 


3 


7 . 








30 


4 . 




1 . 






1 






18 


2 


16 19 


8 


5 


2 


3 52 


33 . 




10 . 


1 


1 4 


11 


5 




22 


6 


39 12 


10 


1 


13 


9 94 


32 . 


1 


2 . 


-1 • 


1 1 


4 


2 




32 


22 


30 31 


4 


6 


27 


11 126 


75 2 


2 1 


2 3 


1 . 


1 . 


8 


4 




80 


24 


114 36 


83 


20 


101 


28 488 


146 . 
















34 


13 


11 15 


12 


7 




. 119 


47 . 




1 . 


5 . 




6 






21 


4 


44 13 


3 


4 


9 


1 80 


24 . 


1 


1 1 




. 5 


1 


7 




10 


13 


21 44 


8 


12 


7 


7 53 


79 . 




1 


2 2 


3 3 


•> 


6 




3 


2 


10 11 


7 


7 


4 


2 43 


25 . 




1 




2 




3 




54 


16 


65 23 


32 


14 


10 


7 185 


60 3 


1 1 . 


10 4 


2 4 


4 1 


2C 


10 




20 


4 


20 28 


4 


1 


6 


2 52 


37 . 


1 2 


3 . 


4 . 


2 4 


10 


G 




1 


1 


49 19 


11 


8 


20 


10 83 


38 . 




4 1 


2 


1 . 


5 


3 




9 


5 


28 23 


6 


12 


6 


13 57 


55 


1 . 


3 . 


1 1 


6 . 


11 


1 




12 


10 


30 35 


9 


3 


15 


2 77 


no. 


1 


2 1 


1 




2 


3 




13 


1 


29 9 


15 


4 


12 


S 87 


27 . 


1 1 . 


3 3 


1 


2 4 


0 


9 




8 


6 


32 31 


11 


12 


8 


6 88 


60 . 


2 . 


5 2 


5 2 


0 . 


16 


6 




49 


37 


73 72 


33 


21 


34 


9 285 


141 . 


1 . 


3 1 


2 1 


2 1 


8 


8 




51 


23 


62 25 


13 


9 


32 


13 176 


72 . 








1 . 


1 






20 


6 


22 13 


13 


15 


10 


9 74 


44 . 




2 


3 1 




5 


1 




16 


10 


37 71 


7 


12 


16 


11 82 


106 . 








1 . 


1 






11 




76 25 


19 


0 


18 


4 120 


37 . 


2 . 


2 . 


1 . 


4 3 


.9 


3 




.8 


7 


38 16 


4 


2 


13 


6 76 


33 . 


1 . 


5 


5 1 


2 2 


13 


3 




7 


2 


14 8 


1 


4 


7 


10 36 


26 . 




2 3 


1 2 


1 


3 


6 





1,119 


S89 


2,280 2,740 


882 


847 


1,001 


707 6,424 5,426 8 

1 


4 19 15 


112 55 


65 44 


90 72 


294 


190 
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County and Town Gaols. 


SUMMARY 


Under Revenue Laws. 






Ages. 




10 Years 
and 
under. 


11 to 16 
Years. 


17 to 20 


21 to 30 


31 to 40 
Years. 


40 Years 
and 

upwards. 


Total. 


10 Years 
and 
under. 






M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


nr. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 




Antrim, . . . 










1 




1 


1 


4 


2 


4 


4 


10 


7 








Armagh, 






2 








] 












5 










Carlow, 






























J 






Cavan 














4 




o 




i2 


3 


io 


? 








Clare, 














1 












1 


1 








Cork County, .... 














2 


1 


2 


1 


10 


12 


14 


14 








„ City, .... 




































Donegal, 






7 


1 


is 




35 


1 


23 


3 


43 


8 


123 


i3 


J 






Down, 








1 










1 






2 


1 


£ 








Dublin County, 










l 




3 




2 




3 




9 










Grangegorman Penitentiary, 




































Bichmond Bridewell, . 


























3 










Fermanagh, .... 






2 


















1 


2 


1 








Galway County, 














2 






2 






8 


3 








„ Town, .... 




























2 








Kerry, 
















1 




1 


6 




0 


2 








Kildare, Naas, . . . . 














2 












2 










„ Athy, .... 




































Kilkenny County, . 
























1 




1 








„ City, 










' 


















1 








King’s, 




































Leitrim 










2 


2 










2 


1 


5 


3 








Limerick County, . 






















1 




1 










„ City, 




































Londonderry 










3 




3 








1 




8 










Longford, .... 




































Louth, 




































Drogheda, .... 




































Mayo 


2 






1 


7 


2 


13 


2 


8 


2 


i-2 


5 


42 


i2 








Meath 




















3 


1 


3 


1 


6 








Monaghan 














1 












1 




1 






Queen’s, . 




































Koscommon, . . . . 










1 








1 




i 




fl 










Sligo 


1 




3 


5 


2 




1 




1 


1 


13 


3 


21 


9 








Tipperary, Nenagh, . 




















1 






.. 


1 








„ Clonmel, 


















1 








1 




10 






Tyrone, 


1 




8 


1 


2 


2 


8 


] 


5 


5 


ie 


£ 


40 


it 








Waterford County, . 














1 






1 






1 


1 








„ City, 




















1 


2 




2 


1 








Westmeath, . 




































Wexford, 














1 


3 


2 


1 


4 


4 


7 


8 








Wicklow, . 












• 










1 




1 










Total, . 


4 




24 


9 


35 


7 


83 


14 


59 


26 


139 


58 


344 


114 


13 
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Table III. continued. — Ages and Sexes of Prisoners committed in 





SUMMARY 












Under Vagrant Act. 


















Drunk- 


Countv and Town Gaols. 














Ages. 
























Iges. 




10 Years 




17 to 20 


21 to 30 


31 to 40 


40 Years 




ltol6 


7 to 


20 


21 to 30 




ui. 


Y ears. 

■ 


Years. 


Y ears. 


r ”' 


upwards 




Y ears. 


Y ea 


rs. 


Years. 




M. 


F. 


sr. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


r. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


Antrim, .... 






22 


5 


8 




10 


21 


7 


8 


33 


25 


80 


59 










93 


220 


Armagh, .... 


2 


1 


1 


3 




2 


3 


2 


2 


2 


17 


14 


25 


24 










64 


85 


Carlow, .... 


1 


1 


11 


6 


15 


6 


14 


10 


2 


1 


8 


4 


51 


28 






1 




54 


8 


Cavan, .... 






2 


2 




3 




9 






1 


5 


3 


19 






6 


1 


59 


62 


Clare, .... 


1 




5 




2 


2 




13 




2 




3 


8 


20 










19 


21 


Cork County, . 


3 


3 


165 


2 


29 


5 


6 


15 


4 


3 


5 


11 


212 


39 






2 




7 


4 




3 


1 


94 


4 


67 


14 


13 


10 


3 


8 


20 


30 


200 


67 














Donegal, .... 








2 




1 








1 








4 






7 


1 


8 


5 


Down, .... 






7 


1 


2 




5 


3 




3 


8 


6 


22 


13 










17 


28 


Dublin County, 


ii 


id 


52 


22 


8 


25 


25 


101 


3 


20 


65 


79 


164 


261 






6 


io 


49 


103 


Grangegorman Peniten. 




81 




254 




726 




934 




460 




470 




2925 




5 




188 




1039 


Richmond Bridewell, . 


LOB 




868 




95 




73 




61 




2i2 




14i7 




.6 




51 




254 




Fermanagh, 






































20 


34 


Galway County, 






1 




1 




3 


2 


2 


3 






7 


5 










6 




„ Town, . 






9 




6 






2 


1 


3 


I 


9 


17 


14 


i 




4 


4 


22 


53 




6 


19 


42 


55 


2 


1 


1 


4 


1 


6 


6 


16 


58 


101 


3 


1 


5 


2 


28 


14 


Kildare, Naas, . 


1 




2 


1 


2 


12 




31 


2 


3 


2 


1 


9 


48 






2 


7 


19 


32 




1 




11 


1 


5 




1 


3 


1 


0 


2 


1 


21 


7 


i 




1 




33 


18 


Kilkenny County, . 


1 




26 




1C 


2 


6 


5 






1 


2 


44 


9 


i 




3 


1 


22 




„ City, . 














21 


197 


8 


60 


1 


21 


30 


278 










40 


24 












1 




5 


3 


1 


1 






7 


4 






11 


1 


26 


30 














2 
















2 


5 


9 


5 


3 


15 


3 


Limerick County, 


1 




79 


4 


3 


3 


3 


6 


1 




1 


2 


88 


20 


2 




10 


1 


34 


1 




12 


io 


46 


4‘J 


6 


8 


2 


4 


3 


4 


36 


14 


110 


84 


4 


6 


104 


36 


212 


151 


Londonderry, . 


1 




1 


1 




2 


7 


4 


3 


3 


5 


8 


17 


18 






15 


12 


90 


190 


Longford, .... 












19 


1 


23 




6 


1 




2 


48 






9 


3 


35 


15 












2 






2 


1 




2 




5 


4 


i 




8 


6 




40 


Drogheda, 


2 




1 






14 


5 


66 


..’J 


ii 


2 


3 


11 


94 


i 


6 


6 


9 


65 


44 


Mayo 






1 




1 


1 


1 


5 


2 


1 




1 


5 


8 


3 


2 


5 


4 


9 


10 


Meath, .... 






1 








3 








1 




5 








3 


2 


4 




Monaghan, 
















1 






1 




1 


1 










125 


38 


Queen’s, .... 










































Roscommon, . 








3 




3 




ii 




J 


] 


1 


1 


19 






5 


2 
















f 


J 








3 




9 


3 


13 






3 




23 


3 


Tipperary, Nenagli, . 


5 


3 


36 




7 




4 


ii 




5 


io 


11 


68 


41 


4 




10 


7 


131 




„ Clonmel, 


2( 


2 


108 




18 


12 




n 


1 


9 


6 


2 


156 


42 


5 




22 


5 


150 


37 








3 




3 


24 




37 


2 


3 


3 


6 


IS 


70 














Waterford County, . 






12 


■J 


t 


] 




4 


] 


3 






17 


9 










2 








2 


If 






5 




17 




5 


4 


if 


26 


43 




1 


1 


id 


121 


227 


"Westmeath, 












2 


1 


29 


1 


4 


5 


3 


7 


38 










118 


50 




1 


2 


41 




15 


17 


10 


45 




14 


12 


33 


83 


117 


2 




3 


1 


37 


15 


Wicklow, . 






2 






1 














8 


1 










25 




Total, . 


186 


139 


1,662 


42S 


318 


926 


228 


1,641 


131 


658 


47G 


806 


3,001 


4,598 


43 


30 


310 


321 


2,106 


2,649 



* In Tyrone Gaol no registry was made of the ago of the 73 males and 26 females committed to that institution for drunkenness. 
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the Year 1855, classified by Offences, and by County and Town Gaols. 



CONVICTIONS. 



Acquitted ; No Bills, No Prosecution, for further 
Examination, and Discharged. 





31 to 40 
Years. 


40 Years 
and 

upwards. 


Total. 


1 0 Y ear 


11 to 1 
Y ears. 


17to 2 


21 to 30 




M. 


F. 


M . 


F. 


m. 


F. 


M 


F 


M 


F. 


M 


F 


SI. 


F. 




4 


6( 


5 


8 


18 


36 






2 




1 




3 






4, 


1 


4 




15 


10 


. 






. 






4 


35 




3 


1 


3 




12 


: 14 




. 










1 


19 




2 




1 




10 


7 


. 










1 . 




29 








( 




3 


21 






4 


ie 


5 


2 


2 


11 












1 






. 


2 




1 




2 


24 


























1 




9 




it 








3, 


: i; 














1 


9 












3 


3 r 














11- 


85 




2C 


13 


4C 


31 


121 


157 










1 




4< 


23 






338 




265 




1,830 








10 




41 




141 




192 




19: 




69F 








48 




7 




191 








4 


li 


: 


39 


3! 


: 






2 




< 


34 


17 












It 








; 






: 




6 




1G 


14 


n 




54 


78 






32 


3 






22 


18 




14 


3 


20 


5 


70 


25 






16 


2 


11 


15 


27 


28 




16 


6 


24 


A 


o: 


49 








2 




1] 


19 


15 






3 


10 




5] 


21 






; 


3 


4 


1 


28 


20 








4 




34 


1 






7 


3 






18 


12 




10 




5 




61 


24 










10 


6 


72 


60 




18 


2 


3 




58 


33 










3 




28 


14 




3 


3 


11 




39 


18 




1 


1 


2 


Vc 


5 


19 


4 








17 




71 


2 


i 




20 


5 


17 


11 


23 


11 




208 


65 


68 


56 


596 


314 


16 


k 


36 


21 




30 


391 


221 




20 


11 


10 


1 


135 


214 






2 


1 


1 




137 


47 




7 


5 


20 


4 


71 


27 


1 




11 


3 


37 


9 




20 






22 


84 


19 


97 


87 






6 




17 


11 


30 


15 




38 


9 


28 


11 


138 


79 






17 


3 


10 


6 


30 


24 




11 


2 


13 


1 


41 


19 






7 


4 


11 


7 


83 


66 








5 


1 


22 


6 






6 


1 


o 


4 


14 


12 




69 


3 


99 


16 


293 


57 






6 




3 




27 


18 








21 


1 


64 


8 






3 


1 


9 


1 


52 


14 






3 


14 


7 


30 


28 








3 


20 


1 


30 


12 




3 


1 




5 


35 


9 


1 




3 




13 


7 


22 








11 


27 


2 


234 


39 


1 




15 


1 


20 


4 


25 


18 




78 


7 


66 


5 


321 


54 


4 


2 


51 


19 


48 


43 


77 


103 












*73 


26 






4 


1 


14 


4 


26 


11 




91 


u 


73 


io 


2 

286 


266 






14 


4 


io 


2 

1 


9 


6 








25 


5 


170 


65 






8 




1 


4 


21 


20 




18 


5 


15 


6 


75 


27 






21 


3 


5 


4 


28 


37 












54 


4 






3 


2j 


6 


1 


13 


12 


- 


,1'JH 


648 




,0G7j 


569j4,797 


,243j 


1 


1 


75 


41 594 


14 1 


928|1,329 1,0 



'40 Years 
and 

upwards 



5 

16 

10 

10 

20 59| 



7 10 
10 



446 

65 

26 

73 

69 

57 

54 

49 

111 

52 

40 

78 

1,076 

179 

115 

77 

84 

226 

44 

59 

92 

76 

45 
90 



1,321 1,044 



644 

470 

467 

431 

1,064 

773 

410 

482 

871 



4,953 

229 

275 

321 

543 

377 

212 

806 



2,365 

1,121 

647 

675 

682 



535 1,599 
795| 1,568 
502 
871 
11,767 



278 

227 

527 

2,789 

596 

314 

300 

324 

671 

222 

492 

372 

27.' 

251 

655 

1,497 

466 

201 

530 

485 

508 

218 



896 

8,114 

i23 

168 

266 

344 

216 

133 

12: 

527 

166 

91 

240 

1,586 

410 

196 

251 

259 

303 

131 

16’ 

168| 

163 

111 

2821 



8,114 

4,953 

302 

443 

587 

887 

593 

345 

433 



444 

318 

767 

4,375 

1,006 

510 

551 

583 

974 

353 

659 

540 

440 

362 

937 



702 2,199 
263) 729 



8,108 26,653 21,793 



355 

1,033 

731 

909 

334 



48,446 
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Table III.— Summary of the Ase 3 and Sexes of the Number of 
1st January to 31st December, 1855, so far as they hare 



Ages. 



Class of Offences. 


10 Years 
and under. 


1 1 to 16 
Y ears. 


17 t 
Ye 


20 




M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


Felony, • 1 f 


8 


1 


381 


107 


375 


287 


At Assizes anil | 














Misdemeanor, . ? Quarter ■{ 


1 




76 


9 


136 


44 


Sessions. 














Criminal Lunatics, j L 






1 






1 


Offences under Larceny Act, Summary 


64 


14 


1,152 


257 


559 


359 


Misdemeanor, 


41 


13 


1,101 


230 


1,119 


889 


Dangerous Lunatics, .... 






8 


4 


19 


15 


Under Eevenue Laws, 


4 




24 


9 


35 


7 


Under Poor Law Act, 


13 




350 


44 


85 


62 


Courts Martial and Deserters, . 






22 




373 




Under Vagrant Act, . 


186 


139 


1,662 


428 


318 


926 


Drunkards,* 






43 


30 


310 


321 


Acquitted, No Bills, No Prosecution,"! 
l'or Further Examination and Trial , V 


34 


21 


475 


141 


594 


314 


and Discharged, . . . J 














Gross Total, . 


346 


188 


5,295 


1,259 


3,923 


3,225 




534 


6,554 


7 


U8 



* In the County Tyrone Gaol no registry was made of the ages of 73 males and 26 fomaloa com- 
mitted for drunkenness. 
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Prisoners Committed to the several County and Town Gaols, from 
been returned by the Local Inspectors, classified by Offences. 



Ages. 



21 to 30 
Years. 


31 to 40 


40 Years 
and upwards. 


Totals. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. & F. 


454 


607 


169 


218 


198 


245 


1,580 


1,465 


8,045 


406 


102 


147 


34 


124 


44 


890 


233 


1,123 


7 




1 




1 


2 


10 


3 


13 


438 


873 


262 


321 


268 


284 


2,743 


2,108 


4,851 


2,280 


2,740 


882 


847 


1,001 


707 


6,424 


5,426 


11,850 


112 


55 


65 


44 


90 


72 


294 


190 


484 


83 


14 


59 


26 


139 


58 


344 


114 


458 


52 


132 


52 


50 


67 


17 


619 


305 


924 


671 




103 




17 




1,186 




1,186 


228 


1,641 


131 


658 


476 


806 


3,001 


4,598 


7,599 


2,100 


2,649 


1,198 


648 


1,067 


569 


4,797 


4,243 


9,040 


1,928 


1,329 


1,011 


777 


'723 


526 


4,765 


3,108 


7,873 


8,765 


10,142 


4,080 


3,623 


4,171 


3,330 


26,653 


21,793 


48,446 


18,907 


7,703 


7,501 


48,446 
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Thirty -fourth, Report of 



Table IV. — State of Education of the Prisoners committed in the 



County and Town Gaols. 



CONVICTED AT ASSIZES 
Misdk- 





Read and 
Write. 


perfectly. 


Knew 

Spelling. 


Knew 

Alphabot 


Wholly 

illiterate 


Total. 


Read anc 
Write. 


Read im- 
perfectly. 








M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


m. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 




Antrim, 






28 


1 


2. 


25 






, 




2 


3 


7 


8 


2 








Armagh, 








IS 


i 


5 




1 




i 


1 


28 


2 


5 










Carlow, . 










i 


4 












18 


1 


24 


i 








Cavan, . 






IS 






4 














2 


28 




. 
































28 




1 


. 


1 


0 


Cork County, 






56 




2f 


18 


16 




IS 


14 


28 
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Table IT. continued.- State of Eotcation of tl.e Prisoners committed in 



SUMMARY CONVICTIONS. 



Drunkards. 



County and Town Gaols. 














. 




Read and 
Write. 


Read 

nperfcclly. 


Know 

Spelling. 


Knew 

Alpliabo 




JI. 


F. 


H. I 


F. 


JI. 


F. 


JI. 




75 


40 


50 


115 






*23 


Antrim, 


20 


6 

1 


42 


18 


’31 


*21 


Armagh 


30 


20 










Carlow 


29 


7 


4 


’ 2 


’ 9 


5 




Cavan, 








2 




3 


Clare, 


0 














Cork County 


9 


1 


2 




2 


' 2 




City, • • • • 

Donegal, 


' 5 
U 


4 




9 


1 






Down, • •••.' 

Dublin County, 


51 


50 


16 


36 








Grangegorman Penitentiary, 


391 

14 


609 


25 


475 








Richmond Bridewell, . 


’ 3 


5 


' 14 


‘ 8 


8 


’l0 


Fermanagh 


' 1 








Galway County, 
„ Town, 


20 


* 4 


6 


' 0 








Kerry, • 


43 


3 


5 


1 




2 


2 


18 


3 


9 


10 


5 


2 


2 


Kildare, Naas, 

„ Atliy, 
Kilkenny County, . 

„ City, 






5 


3 








IS 

20 




3 




1 






4 


30 


’ 7 




’ 3 






• r- 








4 




10 


King’s, . . . • 


10 


o 


1 










Leitrim, . • • . • 


46 

66 

19 




5 










Limerick County, . 


*12 


72 


*21 


’34 


14 


’35 


„ City, 

Londonderry, 


54 


30 


41 


44 


21 










Longford, 


25 

3C 


2 


13 

16 


i 


19 


20 


’ 2 


Louth 


31 

i 




35 




12 




14 


Drogheda, . 












7 


Mayo, . • 


i 


l 


1 








2 


Meath, . 












Monaghan, 


10S 

2 




141 

14 


• 


r 


24 


* 6 


Queen’s, . • • 


1 






. 






Roscommon, . 

Sligo. ' 

Tipperary, Nenagh, 


1 

12 


. 

2( 


3C 




. 




’ 4 


„ Clonmel, 


9 


1 


2 




. 






Tyrone, . • • • 

Waterford County, . 

„ City, . • 

Westmeath, 
















5 

6 


'3 


’4 

1 


*3 


’2 


’4 


* 9 






. 








Wexford 


2 




1 

1 


1 

■ 


0 


. 


3 

23 


Wicklow, ...» 


] 












Total, 


1.55 


6 83 


74 


83 


2 24 


20 


176 


• No registry rrss made »s to the education of 73 msl.s «nd 26 fowslgs eonim.ttsd fo 
Omagh. 





Wholly j 
illiterate. | 


Total. | 






JI. 


F. 


Ji. I 


F. 






63 


206 


188 


361 






41 


31 


157 


10(1 








13 


124 


14 






64 


56 


106 


70 






16 


24 


33 


24 




2 


5 


3 


18 


8 






*25 


13 


’34 


13 






9 


24 


30 


37 






57 


71 


124 


157 








751 




1,835 






282 




698 






11 


2 


3 


39 








r 


2 


10 


2 






.. 28 


69 


54 


78 






20 


18 


70 


25 






27 


31 


61 


49 






38 


21 


51 


24 






.17 


1 


34 








4 


10 


61 


24 






37 


33 


I 58 


33 






28 


13 


39 


IS 






20 


2 


71 








389 


209 


596 


314 




140 






135 


214 






29 


20 


71 


2: 




f 


27 


53 


97 


8‘ 






43 


i 60 


138 


71 






17 


9 


41 


1! 






11 




22 








3S 


i 27 


■ 29c 


1 5' 


7 




14 




64 








1! 


) 2C 


i 3( 


) 2 






1 1 


c 


$ 3-' 








7c 


1 1( 


5 23‘ 


1 0 






21( 


) 8f 


4 32: 


1 5 










*7! 


1 2 






2 151 


3 i4- 


i 28i 


3 23 






9: 


2 6! 


3 17i 


I) . 6 






1 2' 


9 li 


5 7. 


5 2 






2 


3 


5 


4 




22 


2 2,00 


2 2,13 


oj *4,79 


7 4,24 


13 
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the Year 1855, classified by Offences, and by County and Town Gaols. 

Acquitted, No Bills, No Prosecution, for further Examination, 
and Discharged. 



Gross Total. 





Bead ancl 
Write. 


Read 

imperfectly. 


Knew 

Spelling. 


Knew 

Alphabet. 


Wholly 

illiterate. 


Total. 






„ 1 , 


31. F. 


31. 


F. 


31. 


F. 


31. F. 


31. 


F. 


ar. 


F. 


V. & F. 






16 


40 38 


4 








29 36 


130 


90 


1,321 


1,044 


2,365 








13 11 


23 


10 


24 


27 


34 22 


107 


82 


644 


477 


1,121 






0 


6 8 










19 82 


41 


42 


470 


177 


647 








15 14 


16 








47 24 


107 


49 


467 


208 


670 




23 




28 5 


0 


8 


7 


3 


109 64 


172 


87 


431 


201 


682 






2 


10 8 


10 


5 


8 


8 


29 18 


73 


41 


1,064 


530 


1,599 










3, 


9 


2 


9 


. 2 . 4 


16 


42 


773 


790 


1,068 








13 4 










10 13 


32 


17 


410 


92 


502 








61 46 


r, 


(i 


8 




33 - 78 


183 


>137 


482 


389 


871 




44 


11 


. 8 10 


5 


1 






37 23 


94 


40 


871 


896 


1,767 






67 


80 










117 




264 




8,114 


8,114 


















137 


446 




4,953 




4,903 








12 2 


10 


8 


8 


1C 


7 9 


60 


Sf 


229 


123 


352 








2 










21 • 14 


26 


16 


270 


168 


443 




10 




12 1 


0 




0 




44 46 


73 


49 


321 


266 


587 




07 




8 6 


9 


8 


' 2 


5 


23 31 


69 


56 


543 


344 


887 








11 5 


8 


6 


.10 


. If 


19 17 


07 


41 


377 


216 


593 




11 


3 




2 


. 






39 2E 


04 


37 


212 


133 


340 








11 3 


2 


2 


4 




24 21 


49 


26 


306 


127 


433 




30 


26 


52 47 


IS 


37 


4 


9 


7 23 


111 


142 


306 


527 


833 








10 


12 




14 


2 


11 14 


02 


16 


278 


166 


444 




22 


3 


1 2 








1 


17 S 


40 


l‘J 


227 


91 


318 








10 7 


1 








40 3t 


78 


40 


527 


240 


767 




80 


16 


108 40 


90 


1? 


•7C 


. 15 


713 .727 


1,076 


816 


2,789 


1,086 


4,375 




24 




09 10 


46 


20 


42 


32 


8 4 


179 


71 


596 


410 


1,006 




33 


6 


32 16 


9 


2 


4 




37 27 


115 


51 


314 


196 


510 




23 


1 


19 15 


10 


S 


If 


0 


10 17 


77 


43 


300 


201 


501 




21 




10 3 


10 


6 


12 


5 


26 27 


84 


41 


324 


259 


083 




12 


2 


8 2 


4 


S 


.14 


2 


188 . 120 


226 


129 


671 


303 


974 
























00 0 


131 






14 




27 0 


9 


14 






9 7 


59 


27 


492 


167 


659 




8 


; 


16 4 


12 








06 If 


92 


2( 


372 


168 


540 




19 


i 


5 2 


10 








42 If 


76 


22 


270 


165 


440 




18 




0 2 


4 




0 


1 


19 10 


48 


21 


251 


111 


862 




34 




24 8 


14 


4 


3 




15 25 






650 


282 


937 




09 


17 


0.7 Of) 










105 173 


241 


210 


1,497 


702 


2.199 




30 




10 9 


3 


f 


2 




12 11 


57 


26 


466 


263 


729 




3 




1 3 




; 






17 If 


21 


2-1 


201 


104 


305 




23 






1 


0 




4 


26 21 


07 


4< 


530 


503 


1,033 




22 




9 6 










12 20 


43 


37 


480 


246 


731 




20 


( 


12 18 


6 


1 




12 


26 29 


69 


66 


508 


401 


909 




18 




9 11 


\ 1 


7 


4 


1 


4 5 


36 


25 


218 


116 


334 




1,184 


256 


788 513 


380 


200 


267 


161 


2,146 1,978 


4,760 


3,108 


26,653 


21,793 


48,446 
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Table IV.— Summar? of the State of Education of the Number 
1st January to 31st December, 1855, classified by Offences, 



Education. 



Class of Offences. 




1 




1 






Read and Write. 


Read Imperfectly. 






M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


Felony, 


r 


529 


161 


283 


289 


At Assizes and 










Misdemeanor, . 


. Quarter ■! 
Sessions. 


359 


18 


162 


61 


Criminal Lunatics, . . 


1 


8 


1 


1 


1 


Offences under Larceny Act, Summary, . 


608 


253 


548 


457 


Misdemeanor, . 




2,090 


808 


1,011 


1,505 


Dangerous Lunatics, 




137 


40 


40 


45 


Under Revenue Laws, 




90 


17 


50 


29 


Under Poor Law Act, 




160 


29 


157 


77 


Courts Martial and Deserters, . 


413 




260 




Under Vagrant Act, . 




773 


834 


506 


1,208 


Drunkards,* 




1,556 


-832 


743 


832 


Acquitted, No Bills, No Prosecution, fori 






788 


513 


Further Examination and Trial, and >- 


1,184 


256 


Discharged, . 


. . . J 












7,907 


3,249 


4,549 


5,007 












11,156 


9,556 



* In tlio County Tyrone Gaol no registry was made of the education of 73 males and 26 females 
committed for drunkenness. 
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of Prisoners committed to the several County and Town Gaols, from 
so far as they have been returned by the Local Inspectors. 



Education. 



Knew Spelling. 


Knew Alphabet. 


Wholly Illiterate. 


Totals. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. & F. 


144 


3 15 


109 


118 


515 


782 


1,580 


1,465 


3,045 


47 


17 


44 


17 


278 


130 


890 


233 


1,123 










1 


1 


10 


3 


13 


240 


116 


178 


89 


1,169 


1,193 


2,743 


2,108 


4,851 


492 


290 


379 


193 


2,452 


2,630 


6,424 


5,426 


11,850 


5 


3 


7 




105 


102 


294 


190 


484 


23 


5 


14 


5 


167 


58 


344 


114 


458 


51 


39 


40 


28 


211 


132 


619 


305 


924. 


74 




54 




385 




1,186 




1,186 


324 


160 


ISO 


66 


1,218 


2,330 


3,001 


4,598 


7,599 


247 


201 


176 


222 


2,002 


2,130 


4,797 


4,243 


9,040 


380 


200 


267 


161 


2,146 


1,978 


4,765 


3,108 


7,873. 


2,027 


1,146 


1,448 


899 


10,649 


11,466 


26,653 


21,793 ( 


48,446. 


3,173 


2,347 


22,115 


48,446 
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Table V.— Religious Professions of the Prisoners committed in the 



CONVICTED AT ASSIZES AND 











Felons. 










Misdejiean- 




County and Town Gaols. 
































I 




1 
















Protestant. | 


Presbyterian, j 


Catholic. : 




ant. 


tori 


n. 






M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


ar. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 




Antrim, 

Armagh, 

Carlow, 

Cavan, 

Clare, 


31 


31 


11 


20 


36 


30 


78 


81 


10 


1 

'l 

1 


19 


1 




10 

’ 8 
1 


21 

1 


(5 


2 


11 

14 

21 

19 


84 

23 

25 

3 


27 

14 

29 

20 


24 

25 
3 


0 

3 

2 








Cork County 

„ City, .... 

Donegal. 

Down, . 

Dublin County, 


5 

5 

1 

12 


4 

1 

13 


1 

3 

12 


12 


125 

91 

7 

30 


86 

108 

3 

25 


130 

97 

11 

54 


90 

115 

4 

50 


1 

’2 

1 


1 


- 3 






2 


3 






30 


23 


32 


26 


~ 










Grangegorman Penitentiary, 


19 

10 

1 

1 


20 




2 


ii3 

11 

25 

14 


144 


i 62 
21 
26 
15 


166 




2 








Richmond Bridewell, . 
Fermanagh, . . . 

Galway County, 

„ Town, .... 


’ 1 






7 

19 

11 


14 

19 

12 


, s 










Kei-ry 


1 

1 


2 

1 






54 

86 


44 

25 


55 

37 


46 

26 


’l 


’l 








„ Athy, .... 

Kilkenny County, . 

„ City, 


1 

1 

3 


1 

1 






26 

26 


21 

27 


14 

27 

29 


23 

28 


g 










King’s, 

Leitrim 


3 








31 


24 


34 


24 












1 


1 






15 


12 


16 


13 


, 3 


*1 








Limerick County, . 

„ City, 

Londonderry, .... 




’ 1 






31 


'35 


31 


36 








2 


1 


6 




10 


17 


18 


18 


9 


3 


5 


1 




Longford, .... 


1 


‘ 2 






17 

11 


20 

14 


20 

12 


20 

16 


1 

4 










Drogheda, . 

Mayo 

Meath 


1 

1 


1 

1 






52 


42 


53 


43 




2 








2 


1 




I 


18 


18 


20 


20 


1 










Monaghan, . . . . 

Queen’s, 


1 

4 

2 




3 




35 

23 


19 

36 

25 


11 

39 

25 


28 

37 

25 


6 

8 

1 


1 


*2 






Sligo, 

Tipperary, Nenagli, . 










18 

47 


34 


51 


34 






















111 


88 


11C 


93 




'l 








Tyrone, . 

Waterford County, . 

„ City, 

Westmeath, . 


V 








26 

22 

49 

18 


26 

37 

38 

19 


43 

25 

52 

20 


36 

37 

38 
11 


4 

1 


















57 


59 


60 


59 












Wicklow, 










20 


11 


24 














Total, 


17. r 


149 


45 


41 


1,88C 


1,275 


1,580 


1,460 


8f 


15 


3£ 








Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Inspectors- General of Prisons in Ireland. 



lxxiii 



Tear 1855, classified by Offences, and by County and Town Gaols. 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




lxxiv 



Thirty-fourth Report of 



Table V. continued. — Religious Professions of the Prisoners committed 



SUMMARY 



County and Town Gaols. 




M ISDEJIEANANTS. 






Dangerous Lunatics. 






Protest- ' 


Presby- 

terian. 


Roman 

Catholic. 


Total. 


Protest- 

ant. 


Presby- 

terian. 


Roman 

Catholic. 


Total. 








M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 




Antrim, . 






163 


143 


100 


50 


232 


165 


495 


858 




2 








1 








Armagh, 






90 


75 


35 


It 


126 


91 


25] 


178 


] 


















Carlow, . 






2 


2 






49 


32 


5] 


8‘ 










4 










Cavan, . 






9 


] 






86 


22 


95 


2t 


2 


















Clare, 














67 


45 


67 


45 










8 


3 








Cork County, 






44 


22 






300 


171 


344 


193 










11 


8 








„ City, . 






11 


26 






191 


507 


202 


53t 






] 




1 










Donegal, 






8 


2 


6 


1 


135 


16 


149 


19 


] 








8 


6 








Down, . 






3? 


30 


42 


29 


55 


52 


13( 


11] 


] 






1 












Dublin County, 






24 


49 


4 


2 


201 


246 


229 


297 




1 






11 


3 


11 






Grangegorman Penitentiary, 




222 








1,872 




2094 




6 




1 












Richmond Bridewell 






92 




£ 




1,132 




1,227 




8 








23 










Fermanagh, . 






23 


io 






37 


14 


60 


24 


£ 


1 






5 


4 




r 




Galway County, 






3 


. 






105 


25 


108 


25 










8 


7 


8 






„ Town, 








4 






88 


80 


88 


84 


1 


1 






4 


2 


5 


3 




Kerry, . 






3 


2 






198 


80 


201 


82 










3 


1 








Kildare, Naas, 






] 








39 


31 


40 


3J 


1 


1 






3 










„ Athy, 






2 


2 






38 


20 


40 


22 




















Kilkenny County, . 














72 


20 


72 


20 


1 








14 


6 








„ City, 






2 


1 






28 


3 


30 


4 










1 




1 






King’s, . . . 






2 








50 


33 




33 










11 




11 






Leitrim, 














94 


82 


94 


32 




1 
















Limerick County, . 






1 








125 


75 


126 


75 










8 










»> City, 






36 


6 






452 


140 


488 


146 




















Londonderry, 






21 


8 


i9 


4 


79 


35 


119 


47 


3 




1 




2 




6 






Longford, 






4 


3 






82 


21 


86 


24 




1 






1 






7 




Louth, . 






2 


12 






51 


67 


53 


70 




















Drogheda, . 








1 






43 


24 


48 


25 




1 
















Mayo, . 






4 


2 


2 




179 


58 


185 


60 


1 








i9 


10 


20 


10 




Meath, . 








2 






52 


35 


52 


37 


1 








9 


6 


10 


6 




Monaghan, 






4 


8 


6 




73 


30 


83 


38 


1 






1 


4 




r } 






Queen’s, 








2 






57 


53 


57 


55 


3 








8 










Pwoscommon, . 














77 


52 


77 


52 










2 










Sligo, 






5 


2 


1 




81 


25 


87 


27 


2 


2 






4 










Tipperary, Nenagh, 






2 


1 






86 


59 


88 


60 


2 


1 






14 


5 


16 


6 




„ Clonmel, 






3 


3 






282 


138 


285 


141 










8 










Tyrone, . 






26 


22 


12 


4 


138 


46 


176 


72 






1 














Waterford County, 














74 


44 


74 


44 




















„ City, . 






6 


2 






76 


104 


82 


106 










1 










Westmeath, . 






2 


1 






124 


36 


126 


37 


1 








8 


8 


9 


3 




Wexford, . 






5 


4 






71 


29 


76 


33 










13 






3 




Wicklow, 






3 


2 






33 


24 


36 


26 










3 


6 


3 


0 




Total, 






C36 


672 


230 


103 


5,558 


1,651 


6,421 


5,426 


34 


18 


11 


5 


249 


167 


294 


190 
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SUMMARY 



County and Town Gaols. 


Courts Martial 
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Under Vagrant Act. 
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— 
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A 

11 
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p. ■■ 


If 


Protest- 

ant. 
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Roman 

Catholic. 
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M. 


M. 


M. 


M. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 
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4" 


32 
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83 
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51 
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8 




1 


1 


10 


16 
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1 
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2 
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5 
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Cork County, .... 






5 


8 
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20 S 
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4 
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] 
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5 
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1 


2 


l 
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1 


22 
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12 


4 


4( 
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11 
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1 
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15.1 




2 




2,772 




2,925 
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5 
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17 


11 
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Kerry, ..... 
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101 


58 
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59 




78 
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8 


48 
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14 
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21 


7 


21 




6 


2 


Kilkenny County, 


2 




3 


5 




1 






41 


8 


41 


1 
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17 


21 




0 






31 


272 


3( 


278 
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King's, 
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7 


1 


7 


' 4 






Leitrim, 






8 
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2 
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' 3 


Limerick County, . 






0 


0 
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87 


20 


' 88 
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i? 
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28 


51 
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2 


18 


32 


4 
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18 


17 


18 
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3 
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12 
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8 


17 
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7 






11 


87 


' 11 


94 
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1 


1 
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4 
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5 
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Meath, 
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27 
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Monaghan, .... 






0 
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1 


1 




1 


1 


23 


17 


Queen’s 
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19 
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1 




6 
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2 






1 


17 


1 


19 
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6 


7 


1 


1 


1 




1 


12 


3 


13 




1 


Tipperary, Nenagh, 
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10 


11 
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66 


41 


68 
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3 


„ Clonmel, 
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20 


23 


J 
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41 
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42 


2 
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6 




8 


10 


5 


15 






8 
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13 
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3 




4 
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17 


9 


17 
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26 


43 
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1 
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Protestant. 


Presbyterian-. 
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F. 
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M. 
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M. 
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15 


88 


4 
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3 


1C 


8 
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636 
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M. 
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I. &F. 
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35 
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46 
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82 
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39 


40 


41 


42 
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46 
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49 
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87 
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87 
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40 


73 


41 
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16 


42 
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15 


32 


17 
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92 
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86 
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482 
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87 


37 


94 


45 
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14 
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3t 
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24 


16 


26 


16 
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41 
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67 
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56 
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57 


44 
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36 
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37 
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26 


49 


26 
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433 
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833 
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52 


16 
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40 
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14 
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91 
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4( 
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4t 
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240 


767 


978 
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4! 
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5( 
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45 
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92 
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362 
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9! 
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24 
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2 
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2 


2 


2 
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4 


5 
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3 


4- 


3 
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6 


6 


6 
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40 
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2 


3 


2 


218 


11 
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0 4,18 
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Summary — continued. 



Religion. 



Class of Offences. 


Protestant, j 


Presbyterian. 


j R. Catholic. | 


Total. 


Courts Martial and Deserters, 

Under Vagrant Act, 

Drunkards, 

Acquitted, No Bills, No Prosecution, for Fur- 
ther Examination andTrial,and Discharged 

Gross Total, .... 


M. I 
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M. 

69 

10 

79 
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F. 
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52 
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Antrim, 

Armagh, 

Carlow, 

Cavan, 

Clare, 



Cork County, 
City, 
Donegal, . 
Down, 

Dublin County, 



Richmond Bridewell, 
Fermanagh, 

Galway County, 

„ Town, 



Kerry, 

Kildare, Naas, . 

A thy, . 

Kilkenny County, 
». City, 



King’s, 

Leitiim, . 
Limerick County, 
>. City, 
Londonderry, . 



Longford, 

Louth, 

Drogheda, 

Mayo, 

Meath, 



Monaghan, 
Queen’s, . 
Roscommon, 

Sligo, 

Tipperary, Nenagli, 



,, Clonmel, 

Tyrone, . 
Waterford County, . 
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Westmeath, 



Wexford, . 
Wicklow, . 
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&o. 
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8 


12 
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13 
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4 






4 






f 
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4 


5 
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3 
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6 


i9 
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12 
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1 
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4 
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3 
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18 


15 
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12 . 
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8 
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16 . 
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Diseases of Joints. 
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County and Town Gaols during the Tear ending 31st December, 1855. 
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Table VII. — Deaths, and their Causes, in the several County 



County and Town Gaols 

IN WHICH 

Deaths occurred. 



Antrim, 
Cavan, . 
Clare, . 

Cork County, 
„ City, . 



Donegal, 

Down 

Dublin County, 
Grangegorman Penity. 
Richmond Bridewell, 



Fermanagh, . 
Galway County, 
Kildare, Naas, 
Kilkenny County, 
King’s, . 



Leitrim, 

Limerick County, 
„ City, 
Londonderry, 
Longford, 



Mayo, . 

Meath, . 
Monaghan, . 
Queen’s, 
Roscommon, 

Tipperary, Nenagh, 
„ Clonmel, 
Tyrone, 

Wexford, 

Wicklow, 



Total, . 



M. F. M. F. 



. I 3: 2| 



• I 11 
1 



4 2 | 
6 



Table VIII. — Escapes from January to December, 



Gaol. 


Sex. 


Ago. 


Limerick County, . 


Male, . 


26 


Longford, .... 


Do. . 


29 


Waterford House of Correction, 


Do. . 


21 


Ditto, ...... 


Do. . 


32 
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; and Town Gaols in the Year ending the 31st of December, 1855. 
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1855, from the several County and Town Gaols. 





Offence with which i 
Charged, or 
Convicted of. j 


Whether Confined 
separately, 
or with others. 


Whether Retaken 
or not. 




Larceny. 

Sheep stealing. 
Larceny. 

False pretences. 


Separately. 
With others. 
Do. 

Do. 


Not retaken. 
Do. 

Retaken. 

Not retaken. 


\ 
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Table IX. — Educational Pkosress in 

Began Spelling. 



Spelling. Reading Writing por- 

' tion. 
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Table IX. — Summary of the Educational Progress in the 
to the 31st of December, 1855, so far 





Number 

Commenced. 


Advanced to 
Spelling. 


Advanced to 
Reading. 


Begun Alphabet, . 
„ Spelling, . 

„ Beading, 

„ Writing, 

„ Arithmetic, . 


M. 

2,320 

1,487 

1,703 

1,053 

361 


1,389 

690 

606 

212 

41 


M. 

1,124 


F. 

594 


m. r. ; 

467 2111 

751 407j 


Total, . 


6,924 


2,938 


1,124 


594 


1,218 618 




9, 


562 


1,718 


1.836 



* In Naas Gaol no registry is kept of the progress of Females in school, 
t Return as to progress imperfect. 
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Gaol Schools during the Year 1855. 
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several County and Town Gaol Schools, fromtlielst of January 
as returned by the Local Inspectors. 





Advanced to 
Writing. 


Advanced to 1 

Arithmetic. ■ 


Advancodto I 

Proportion. 


Average Number 
attending 
School daily. 




M. 
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31. 
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Table X. — Punishment for Prison Offences, from the 1st of January to tlie 31st of 
December, 1855, in the several County and Town Gaols. 



County and Town Gaols. 


Dark Cells. 


Stoppage of 
Diet. 


Whip- 

ping 

Boys. 


Other 

Punishments. 




Total. 






M. 


F. 


M. 

332 


F. 

42 


M. 


M. 


F. 


M. 

332 


F. 


M. & F, 
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6 
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Cavan, . . . 


14 


3 


27 


9 








41 


12 




Clare, 






49 


31 




66 


18 


115 


49 


104 


Cork County, .... 


64 


25 












64 


25 


89 


„ City, 






31 










31 




31 


Donegal, 


19 




16 










85 




35 


Downpatrick, .... 


30 


4 


1 










31 


4 


35 


Dublin County, 


39 


' 15 


72 


59 








111 


74 


185 


Grangegorman Penitentiary, 




20 




83 






45 




148 


148 


Richmond Bridewell, . 


.384 




854 






104 




1,342 




1,342 


Fermanagh, .... 


12 


2 


21 


8 








33 


10 


43 


Galway County, 












6 




6 




C 


„ Town, .... 






33 


28 




1 




34 


28 


62 


Kerry, 












17 


17 


17 


17 


84 


Kildare, Naas, . ... 


52 


3 












52 


3 




„ Athy, .... 
Kilkenny County, . 


8 


7 






3 






11 


7 


18 


38 


7 


91 


48 


6 






135 


55 


190 


„ City, 


• 




20 


131 


3 




. 


23 


131 


154 


King’s, 


3 














3 


. 


3 


Leitrim, 












7 


5 


7 


5 


12 


Limerick County, . 


21 


4 












21 


4 


25 


„ City, 


26 


.16 








• 




26 


16 


42 


Londonderry, .... 


57 


6 








1 




58 


6 


04 


Longford, .... 


9 


28 


7 










16 


28 


41 


Louth 


4 




9 










n 




13 


Drogheda, .... 


35 


8 


12 


2 








47 


1C 


57 


Mayo, 


11 


1 


29 


4 




4 


7 


4.4 


12 


56 


Meath, 






3 


5 


1 


4 


3 


8 


8 


16 


Monaghan, .... 












2 


6 


2 


6 


8 


Queen’s 


12 


9 












12 


f 


2) 


Roscommon, .... 


12 


S 












12 


£ 


15 


Sligo, 


17 


11 












11 


11 


28 


Tipperary, Nenagh, 






23 


7 




1 




24 


7 


31 


„ Clonmel, 


30 




60 










90 




90 


Tyrone, 


19 


5 


71 


1 








9( 


6 


90 


Waterford County, . 


19 


6 












If 


f 


25 


„ City, 


27 


29 


1? 










40 


2f 


69 


Westmeath, .... 


17 


3 












17 


3 


20 


Wexford, 






38 


31 


22 






60 


31 


91 


Wicklow, 












17 


36 


17 


36 


53 


Total, . 


985 


218 


1,832 


501 


41 


230 


137 


3,088 


856 


3,944 




1,203 


2,333 




367 


3,944 
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Table XI. — Prison Stock of Bedding and Clothing in the several Gaols, on the 31st 
of December, 1855. 





Bedding. 


Clothing. 


































County and Town Gaols. 


.3 

2 


1 




ir Cots 




| 












• 


m 




Shoes (Pairs). 


3 

.a 




a 3 


Hammock 
(Iron Bcc 


Bedticks. 


45 

1 


Jackets. 


Vests. 


P 

EH 


Petticoats. 


Gowns. 


Aprons. 


| 

S5 


Caps. 




412 


664 


417 


413 


411 


563 


230 


35 


217 


88 


87 


106 




333 


588 




21 


70 


34 


61 


74 


45 


37 


37 


26 










12 


60 




154^ 


7 




16 


110 


116 


89 


103 


99 










138 


140 




1(53 


6 






139 


49 


71 


71 


71 










173 




Clare, .... 


330 


66 


260 


330 


52 


437 


309 


253 


208 










122 


212 




376 


46 


340 


91 


404 


300 


180 


200 


400 










592 


466 




280 


30 


207 


47 


203 


351 


156 


142 


151 










124 


171 




117 


63 


119 




133 


163 


178 


156 


163 










300 


124 




140 


24 


200 


6 


176 


150 


100 


66 


92 










70 


124 


Dublin County, . 


219 


43 


147 


- 


191 


276 


181 


149 


205 










333 


183 




490 


37 


462 




514 


1,697 








1,337 


883 


1,965 


1,694 


3,692 


486 


Richmond Bridewell, 


473 


77 


556 


439 


233 


837 


728 


237 


662 










725 


528 


Fermanagh, 


118 


105 


117 


155 


137 


51 


23 


26 


21 










7 


12 


Galway County, . 


360 




220 




315 


110 


61 


61 


61 










50 


30 


„ Town, 


107 








78 




















15 


Kerry, 


259 


m 


11 




256 


63 


106 


3 


39 










70 


46 




110' 


94 - 


8 




78 


70 


41 




30 














„ Athy, 


90 








88 


91 


54 


28 


46 










48 


62 


Kilkenny County, 


168 


8 


289 


i04 


108 


263 


57 


40 


41 










22 


87 


„ City, . . 


50 


6 


6 


46 


46 


24 


12 


10 


12 












14 




359 


122 


12 


10 


171 


131 


107 


79 


108 










69 


89 


Leitrim, 


90 


90 


90 


1 


9C 


72 


50 


106 


70 










56 


49 


Limerick County, 


319 


203 


26 


111 


230 


185 


161 




371 










60 


90 


„ City, . 


256 


21 


24 


73 


117 


65 


39 




41 












32 


Londonderry, 


319 


82 


22 


.219 


231 


200 


80 


80 


80 










ioo 


220 


Longford, . 


57 


36 


39 


5 


11 


29 


50 


39 


14 












98 


Louth, 


88 




102 


112 


144 


121 


95 


95 


111 










91 


95 


Drogheda, 


30 


30 


3C 


35 


2! 


24 


21 


19 


19 












81 


Mayo 


420* 


53 


438 




34C 


412 


227 


290 


181 












126 


Meath, 


196 


17* 


178 




180 


112 


92 


70 


30 










48 


90 


Monaghan, . 


153 


10 


17 




102 


97 


69 


62 


72 










40 


24 


Queen’s, 


177 


131 


222 


io? 


177 


117 


75 


65 


5f 










157 


119 


Roscommon, 


223 


202 


116 




11( 


68 


lOf 


96 


11( 










129 


93 


Sligo, .... 


149 


302 


128 




141 


142 


15! 


96 


111 










65 


118 


Tipperary, Nenagh, . 


224 


85 


224 


12 


224 


60 


49 


49 


49 










45 


39 


„ Clonmel, . 


374 


100 


345 


388 


376 


100 


120 


100 


150 










150 


150 


Tyrone, 


136 


96 


13! 


37 


. 12. 


178 


62 


6] 


67 










55 


40 


Waterford County, 


184 


47 


14: 


15' 


166 


13! 


188 


60 


263 










lib 


118 


T , T » City, . . 


94 


44 


55 


4< 


81 


76 


2! 




27 










26 


58 


Westmeath, . 


128 


66 


12C 


126 


106 


110 


66 


60 


49 










39 


38 


Wexford, 


349 


60 


2C 




25 £ 


292 


16" 


172 


158 










165 


22 


Wicklow, 


111 


4 


111 




11 


58 


151 


14C 


65 










65 


76 


Total, 


8,874 


3,007 


5,98 


3,13£ 


7,27 


8,43 


4,78 


3,361 


4,74 


1,42c 

1 


97C 


2,07 


1,691 


8,289 


5,217 
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Thirty -fourth Report of 



Table XII. — Number of Juvenile Offenders committed to the several County 



Convicted at Assizes and Quarter. Sessions. 



County and Town Gaols. 


Felons. 


Misdemeanants. 


M isdemeanants. 




y 10 

and 

under. 


16 

Years 

and 

above 

10. 


y 20 

and 

above 

16. 


10 

Years 

and 


y!6 

above 

10. 


y 2 ° 

and 

above 

16. 


10 

Years 

and 


16 

Years 

and 

10. 


20 

Years 

and 

above 

16 . 




M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 




F. 


M. 


F. 


sr. 


F. 


jr. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F _ 




Antrim, .... 






8 


6 


10 


10 














8 


2 


152 


47 


89 


48 




Armagh, 






6 


6 


8 


8 






4 


1 




a 


4 


1 


38 


12 


34 


91 




Carlow, 








2 


f 


1 


1 








] 








U 


4 


87 


11 




Cavan, 






4 


1 


6 


6 














1 




2] 


£ 


5£ 






Clare, 






2 


1 


8 








5 


2 


18 








19 




34 






Cork County, .... 






44 


7 


31 


15 






2 




2 




2 




194 


23 


95 












13 


11 


41 


41 






1 




S 


1 


S 


5 


62 


27 


171 


195 




Donegal, 






5 




2 


3 






1 




3 


2 


3 




22 


5 


65 






Down, 






14 


3 


6 


2 














2 




36 


10 


13 


11 




Dublin County, 






8 




8 








1 




1 




3 


3 


85 


27 


58 


57 




Grangegorman Penitentiary, 








14 




40 








1 




3 




8 




79 




652 




Pdchmond Bridewell, . 


i 




81 




44 




1 




io 




is 




27 




674 




440 






Fermanagh, .... 




. 


4 


2 


12 


2 










i 




1 




1C 




17 


5 




Galway County, 






3 


2 


4 


5 






2 


1 


6 


5 






20 


3 


16 


7 




„ Town, 




1 


9 




3 


1 












1 


3 




72 


y 


38 


10 




Kerry 






21 


4 


13 


12 






4 






1 


1 


1 


84 


9 


53 


20 




Kildare, Naas, 






3 


1 


0 


5 


















4 




70 


14 




„ Athy, .... 






3 


2 


2 


5 


















2 


ii 


10 


6 




Kilkenny County, . 






8 


2 


4 


4 






1 




3 




2 




19 


6 


31 


7 




„ City, 






5 


6 


8 


4 
















1 


6 


4 


9 


2 




King’s, 










5 


6 








1 






1 




28 


6 


40 


8 




Leitrim, 






3 




4 


2 






1 




4 




1 


J 


18 


13 


31 


13 




Limerick County, . 






2 




2 








26 


2 


13 


6 


6 


1 


78 


11 


58 


41 




„ City, 








1 


3 


4 














1 


1 


228 


82 


306 


108 




Londonderry, 






2 




1 








3 




8 


6 


11 




51 


12 


71 


25 




Longford, .... 






2 




6 


3 










4 








11 


4 


31 


13 




Louth, 








3 


4 


8 










2 




1 




15 


4 


28 


24 




Drogheda, .... 






2 


3 


1 


3 


















20 


12 


11 


11 




Mayo, 






8 


1 


13 


8 






2 




7 


1 


2 




39 


8 


79 


20 




Meath, 






0 


3 


9 


3 


















7 


4 


25 


17 




Monaghan 






1 


i 


3 








2 


1 


1 




1 




7 


1 


2 


1 




Queen’s, .... 






7 


2 


4 


2 






3 


1 


1 


1 






13 


7 


19 


8 




Roscommon, .... 






9 


2 


6 


5 










4 








19 




22 


12 




Sligo, 


i 




4 


. 


0 


2 










2 




1 




24 


11 


22 


2 




Tipperary, Nenagli, 






25 


5 


10 


12 






4 




8 




3 




75 


16 


30 


23 




„ Clonmel, 






50 


3 


22 


20 






G 


1 


7 




28 




297 


37 


134 


80 




Tyrone, 






13 


1 


10 


14 






1 




12 


1 


3 


2 


32 


4 


61 


27 




Waterford County, . 






3 


1 


12 


.7 










4 


a 






25 


3 


16 


7 




„ City, 






2.1 


3 


14 


8 


















13 


4 


18 


24 




Westmeath, .... 






4 


1 


2 


4 


















38 


11 


14 






Wexford, 


i 




20 


5 


7 


9 










7 




2 




65 


12 


21 


14 




Wicklow, .... 






1 


1 


9 


1 










5 






1 


14 


7 


10 


4 




Total, 


3 


1 


375 


106 


375 283 
1 


2 . 
1 


79 


11 


149 


42 


121 


27 


2,651 


562 


2,438 


1,616 
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and Town Gaols in the Year 1855, with their Offences, by Ages and Sexes. 



Convictions. 



Acquitted ; No Bills, No Prosecution, and for Further Examination ; Discharged, 
AND REMAINING UNDISPOSED OF. 



Vagrants. 


Felons. 


Misdemeanants. 


For Further Examination. 


y 10 


16 

Years 

ancl 

above 

10. 


20 

Y ears 
and 
above 
16. 


10 

Years 


1 

Ye 

abo 

1 


d* 

VO 

• 


20 

Years 

and 

above 

16. 


yio 


16 

Years 

and 

above 

10. 


y 20 

abo.o 


10 

Years 

and 


16 

Years 

and 

above 

10. 


20 

Y ears 
and 

16. 


M. 


F. 


SI. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


Til. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F . 


M. 


F. 






22 


fj 


8 








7 


3 


5 


1 














2 


2 


20 


6 


7 


6 


2 


1 


1 


3 




2 






1 




3 


3 








• 










• 








1 


1 


11 


6 


io 


6 






1 


1 


1 








2 




1 




1 




3 


1 


3 


1 






2 


2 




3 




1 


2 




o 




















3 




7 




1 




5 




1 


2 








1 


3 


2 


1 




34 


7 


is 


14 


2 


1 


30 


io 


40 


20 


8 


8 


160 


2 


29 


5 






15 


1 


6 


2 












4 


1 




5 


2 


8 


3 


3 


1 


94 


4 


67 


14 






2 


5 


2 


18 
































2 




1 


















4 




4 


2 










4 


g 






7 


1 


2 








2 


3 


1 


4 












1 






2 




7 


2 


ii 


u 


52 


22 


8 


25 






1 


1 


2 








4 




i4 


2 






1 


1 


12 


i 




81 




254 




726 








7 




13 








2 




3 








1 




20 


108 




868 




95 








is 




9 








8 




io 




2 




27 




53 
















1 




1 




1 








1 


1 


i 


J 






5 


1 




3 






1 




1 












2 








3 




4 












2 


1 






9 




6 








2 


1 




1 
















2 


30 


2 


9 


6 


6 


19 


42 


55 


2 


1 






6 


1 


4 


13 






1 




3 








9 


1 


7 


3 


1 




2 


1 


2 


12 






3 


1 


1 


4 












J 






4 


1 


5 


6 


1 




11 


1 


5 








0 




2 








3 




4 


] 














1 




26 




1C 


2 






2 




2 








1 




2 


1 






4 


£ 


3 


2 






7 


5 


10 


23 








2 




1 






2 


2 










9 




0 


4 










1 












3 






































2 












1 








2 








J 


1 




is 


4 


1 




79 


4 


£ 


8 


1 
















is 




8 


2 






7 


5 


9 


9 


12 


io 


46 


44 


6 


8 


























ie 


i2 


36 


21 


56 


30 


1 




1 


1 




2 


















2 


1 


1 


























19 








1 


5 


1 














l 




11 


2 


32 


8 










2 


























2 






6 




17 


9 


2 




] 






i^ 






4 




4 




















1£ 


? 


e 


6 






] 




1 


J 






4 


2 


8 


5 






1 


2 


£ 








2 






2 






1 












4 


1 


3 


3 










13 


2 






2 




2 


i 


















2 












4 




3 
































1 


1 


1 








1 




£ 


2 






4 




4 


1 








3 




3 








1 


6 


1 






L 




4 


1 






5 


2 


13 












8 


1 


1 




2 




8 


£ 






1 




1C 


4 














5 




36 


4 


7 


7 






7 




10 


1 






3 




4 




i 




0 


1 


6 


3 


20 




108 


6 


18 


12 


























4 


2 


51 


19 


48 


43 






£ 




2 


24 








1 


5 


4 










1 


J 






3 




13 








[ 


1 


7 


J 






] 


1 


5 


£ 










1 
















6 




i; 


1 


3 


5 






1 


3 












J 




J 






is 




io 














3 






1 




1 


4 


















p 


1 






1 




41 


6 


15 


17 






7 






4 


















14 


3 


5 








2 






1 






1 


1 


2 


1 






2 




7 










1 






186 


139 


1,666 


433 


329 


950 


3 


1 


95 


39 


102 


88 


1 




91 


21 


119 


45 


30 


20 


338 


87 


411 


201 
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Table XII. continued . — Number of Juvenile Offenders committed to the several County 
and Town Gaols in the Year 1855, with their Offences, by Ages and Sexes. 



County and Town Gaols. 



Antrim, 

Armagh, 

Carlow, 

Cavan, . 

Clare, . 

Cork County, 

„ City, . 
Donegal, 

Down, . 

Dublin County, 



GrangegormanPenitentiary 
Richmond Bridewell, 

F ermanagh, 

Galway County, 

„ Town, 

Kerry, . 

Kildare, Naas, 

» Athy, 

Kilkenny County, 

„ City, 

King’s, 

Leitrim, 

Limerick County, 

,, City, 

Londonderry, 

Longford, 

Louth, 

Drogheda, 

Mayo, . 

Meath, . 

Monaghan, 

Queen’s, 

Roscommon, 

Sligo, . 

Tipperary, Nenagh, 

„ Clonmel, 

Tyrone, 

Waterford County, 

„ City, . 
Westmeath, . 

Wexford, 1 . 

Wicklow, 

Total, 



Included in foregoing Columns. 



Total. 


Workhouse 

Offenders. 


Offenders on leaving 
Workhouse. 


10 

Years 

and 


16 

Years 

and 

aboye 


20 

Y cars 
and 
above 


Total. 


10 

fears 

and 

undor 


16 

Years 

and 

above 


20 

Years 

and 

above 


10 

Years 

and 

under 


Y 16 

and 

above 


20 

Years 

and 

above 








































31. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F . 


H . 


F. 


3I.&F. 


M. 


F. 


ar. 


F. 


31. 


F. 


K. 




31. 


F. 


K. 


F. 


10 


4 


209 


67 


1.22 


65 


341 


136 


477 






3 


1 




2 
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Thirty-fourth Report of 



Table XIII. — Sentences of Transportation, Penal Servitude, and Imprisonment 
1855, with their Ages and Sexes, also the Number not convicted; 
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of Juvenile Offenders committed to tlie several County and Town Gaols in the Year 
Criminal Offenders being distinguished from Vagrants. 
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Thirty-fourth Report of 



Table XIII. continued . — Sentences of Transportation, Penal Servitude, and 

Town Gaols in the Year 1855, 



County and Town Gaols. 
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Imprisonment of Juvenile Offenders committed to tlie several County and 
with, their Ages and Sexes, &c. 



offenders. 
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County find Town Gaols in 18-55, by Ages and Sexes, distinguishing Criminal 
from Vagrants. 
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Summary — continued. 
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39 


5 


3 


36 


4 


7 


7 318 




5 2 49 6 


13 


7 


32 


0 


404 


60 


211 


143 


20 


o 


108 


6 


18 


12 1,018 






1 


13 


3 


2 


49 


6 


102 


48 






3 




2 


23 238 




. . 1 5 1 


1 


1 






26 


5 


41 


22 






12 


1 


4 


1 112 




2 2 7. 




4 






48 


11 


42 


33 


6 


2 


18 


J 


3 


5 164 




■ . . 




2 






52 


13 


17 


8 












3 93 




2 13 4 


4 


10 


3 




106 


20 


40 


27 


1 


2 


41 


6 


15 


17 278 




• ■ 1 • • 




1 




1 


18 


10 


33 


6 






2 






1 71 




118; 124 582 173 
1 1 


117 


557 


161 


49 


3,G27 


82G 


3,595 2,278 


185 


'0 


1,668 


433 




328 


947 14,236 
1 
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Table XVII. — Summary of the Condition, as to Education, of 
Gaols in Ireland, in the Year ending 31st December, 



Ages. 


Educ 

Read and Write. 


ATION. 

Read Imperfectly. 


Criminals : 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


1 0 years and tinder, .... 


12 




40 


4 


11 to 16 years, 


774 


65 


774 


172 


17 to 20 years, 


052 


319 


628 


589 


Total, .... 


1,738 


384 


1,442 


765 


Vagrants : 










10 years and under 


7 


1 


24 


4 


11 to 16 years, ..... 


467 


86 


275 


146 


17 to 20 years, ..... 


89 


109 


5!) 


250 


Gross Total, 


2,301 


580 


1,800 


1,165 












2,881 


2,965 



St Of the 14,230 Juveniles included in the above table, there wore 89 malos and 12 females 
between 17 and 20 years of age committed to Naas and Londonderry Gaols, of which no record 
of iheir state oi education on committal was made. 
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Juvenile Oeeendebs committed to the several County and Town 
1855, so far as returned by the Local Inspectors. 



Education. 





Knew Spelling. 


Knew Alphabet. 


Wholly Illiterate. 


Totals. 




M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. & F. 




18 


6 


15 


1 


76 


39 


161 


49 


210 




397 


92 


192 


42 


1,490 


455 


3,627 


826 


4,453 




411 


177 


217 


85 


1,298 


1,096 


3,595 


2,278 


5,873 




826 


274 


424 


128 


2,864 


1,590 


7,383 


3,153 


10,536 




26 


9 


10 


1 


118 


124 


185 


139 


324 




299 


22 


45 


6 


582 


173 


1,668 


433 


2,101 




49 


24 


14 


7 


117 


557 


328 


947 


1,275 




1,200 


329 


493 


. I4 i 


3,681 


2,444 


9,564 


4 672 


14,236 




1,529 


635 


6,125 


*14,236 
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Table XVIIT. — Religious Professions of Juvenile Offenders committed in the Year 



County and Town Gaols. 



Protestant. 



Years 

and 



above 



Antrim, . 

Armagh, . 

Carlow, 

Cavan, 

Clare, 

Cork County, 

„ City, 

Donegal, 

Down, 

Dublin County, 
Grangegorman Penitent) 
Richmond Bridewell, 
Fermanagh, 

Galway County, 

„ Town, 

Kerry, 

Kildare, Naas,* 

„ Athy, . 

Kilkenny County, 

„ City, 

King’s, . 

Leitrim, . 

Limerick County, 

„ City, 

Londonderry ,'(* 

Longford, 

Louth, 

Drogheda, . 

Mayo, 

Meath, 

Monaghan, 

Queen’s, 

Roscommon, . 

Sligo, 

Tipperary, Nenagli, 
Clonmel, 

Tyrone, . 

Waterford County, 

». City, 
Westmeath, 

Wexford, . 

Wicklow, . 

Total, 



Years 

and 

above 



Years 

and 

under. 



Years 

and 

above 



31. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


31. 


F. 


M. 


F . 


31. 


F. 










] 


81 


R 


51 


3C 






s 












21 








] 


25 


7 


R 


16 






J 












1 










1 




2 






























] 




5 
































J 


2 






























7 


4 










a 




2 


1 
















4 


6 


io 


ia 






] 




7 


















4 


] 


6 


3 


















3 




2 






18 


£ 


a 


4 






] 












8 


4 


3 


] 


] 


4 


5 


7 


1C 


] 




l 


2 


£ 


2 




1 






3 








2 




62 








If 




37 












5 




k 




56 




1 




is 




£ 








2 






2 




7 


6 


17 


8 








] 


] 


















0 




1 






























1 






1 




























2 


2 


. 


2 
































1 












*1 


















£ 


































2 




1 








1 






1 
















3 
































’l 


1 




'l 






























12 


4 


21 


5 








p 
















4 




12 


1 


14 


4 


















1 




9 








6 


5 


i2 




























’3 




1 


’4 




























1 




2 






























3 


1 


























1 






3 


1 


1 


2 




























'l 


’l 


3 


'] 




























2 




. 










] 






















1 


1 


























2 


ii 


3 


17 


14 




1 






1 






2 




io 






'2 




5 


’2 




. 1 






















2 




2 




























2 




. 


2 




.1 




2 


3 




















6 


1 






















” 


6 


257 


68 


261 197 


2 


. 38 


20 


24 


45 




1 


46 

' 


13 


61 






Presbyterian. 



Years 

and 



Years 

and 

above 



x ears 
and 
above 



Years 

and 

above 



Summary. 



Ages. 


1 Protestant. 


j Presbyterian. 


j Roman 


Catholic. 


Totals. 


Criminals : 


M. 


F. 


31. 


F. 


M. 


F. 






M. & F. 


10 years and under, 


19 


6 




1 


142 


42 


161 


49 1 


210 


11 to 16 years, 


257 


68 


46 


13 


3,324 


745 


3,627 


826 


4.453 


17 to 20 years, 


261 


197 


61 


18 


3,184 


2,051 


3,595 


2,278 


5,873 


Total, 


537 


271 


107 


32 


0,650 


2,838 


7,294 


3,141 


10,536 



[continued.. 



* Of 52 Military Offenders, between 17 and 20 years of age, committed to Naas Gaol, no registry of their religion was kept, 
t No return is made from Londonderry Gaol of tlio religion of 37 males and 12 females between 17 and 20 years of age, 3 of 
whom wero committed undor Revenue Laws, 19 as Deserters and by Courts Martial, and 27 as Drunkards. 
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1855 to the several County & Town Gaols, distinguishing Criminal Offenders from Vagrants. 





Roman Catholic. 


Totals. 




Criminals. 


Vagrants. 


Criminals. 


Vagrants. 


10 

Years 

and 


Y 16 

above 

10. 


20 

and 

above 

16 . 


10 

Y ears 
and 
under. 


^ y 16 

; above 
10. 


20 

Years 

and 

above 

16 . 


Y 10 

and 

under. 


16 

Years 

io. e 


20 

Years 

and 

above 

16. 


Y 10 

and 

under 


16 

Years 

10.° 


20 

Years 

and 

16 . 




M 


; f. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


i 31 


F 


M. 


F. 


M. 








HI 


1 p 


1 -w 


— 




3 


7 


3E 


4 


2‘ 






I- 




- 




1 


• 


18" 


62 


11* 


6 l 






t). 












1 . 


2: 


12 


2! 


23 




: 










1 


: 


49 


It 


4, 










| 












2 




94 


]: 




: 


i 


i 


it 








22 




9t 


13 


1 


















1( 


75 


1( 












8 




. 


36 


16 


81 


16 


















i 


9( 


20 


11: 


4' 




. 












] 


9( 


2! 


11; 


4" 


















203 


2t 


142 


69 






162 




2" 


< 






26( 


38 


142 


69 


3 






0 








1 s 


7 


37 


207 


237 




: 


9; 


4 


66 


1: 




5 


78 


48 


21" 


250 






94 














25 


4 


70 


( 












] 


8 




32 


5 


78 






















28 




2: 


12 






( 


] 










54 


16 


27 


20 


















] 


96 


24 


85 


53 


10 u 


5: 


2( 




23 


8 


8 


10C 


2E 


95 


63 


11 


14 




22 










8 




102 




674 




8] 




24 




688 




8 




104 




736 




1 81 
















725 




511 




107 . 


850 




92 




3J 




768 




57* 




108 . 




















1! 


3 














2 




21 


ic 


36 


jl 




















26 


6 


31 


18 






] 




] 








28 


6 


34 


18 




! * 
















112 


8 


50 


28 






t 




6 




8 


3 


118 


8 


50 


24 




















123 


13 


80 


47 




it 


42 


55 


2 


1 


] 


1 


125 


15 


80 


49 




19 


















3 


32 


30 


] 




2 


1 


2 


12 






14 


3 


85 


30 












12 








10 


16 


17 


12 


] 




11 


1 


4 








10 


16 


18 


12 


1 


















11 


45 


14 


] 




25 




10 




2 




35 


11 


45 




1 




















14 


21 


11 






6 


5 


10 


22 




1 


22 


14 


22 


.11 
























48 


14 










1 




1 




28 


7 


48 


14 






















15 


52 


20 












o 


1 


2 


23 


15 


52 


20 






















18 


89 


58 


1 




79 


4 


8 


8 


7 


1 


126 


18 


90 


58 


1 




















100 


344 


137 


12 


io 


46 


42 


6 


8 


17 


13 


264 


104 


365 


142 


12 


10 


















13 


21 


14 














12 




59 


14 


81 


33 




















23 


7 


77 


25 












19 


1 




24 


7 


78 


25 






















1 


46 


26 










2 




1 




21 


7 


51 


38 




















39 


18 


21 


20 


2 




1 






i4 






39 


18 


22 


20 


0 




















13 


108 


37 






1 




1 


i 


2 




56 


13 


110 


41 




















17 


8 


50 


26 






1 












18 


8 




26 




















13 




8 


1 














1 




16 


3 


9 


1 




















26 


in 


28 


12 


















29 


11 


32 


14 




















34 


10 


55 


19 








3 




3 






34 


10 


55 


19 








g 












30 


10 


4C 


10 










3 


1 


3 




31 


11 


43 


11 




















121 


22 


68 


39 


5 


3 


36 


4 


6 


7 


4 




123! 


22 


68 


39 




3 
















404 




210 


142 


20 


2 


108 


6 


18 


12 


32 


2 


404: 


60 


211 


143 


20 






















75 


31 






2 




2 


22 


3 


2 


49 


6 


102 
























5 


41 


22 






12 


1 


4 


1 






26 


5 


41 


0.0 






















11 


37 


31 


6 


2 


12 


1 


3 


5 






48' 


11 


42 


33 


6 














• 




50 


13 


15 


8 












6 






52 


13 


17 














0 






• 


104 


20 


40 


25 


1 


2 


40 


6 


i3 


14 


3 




106 


20 


40 


27 


1 


2 












1. 








27 


5 






2 






1 




1 


18: 


10 


33 


6 


• 




2 






1 


! 


42 


42 

___ 


,324 


745. 


,184:2,051 


183 


139 


,628 


412 


304 


902 


161 


49 

1 


,627 


826 


,595 


,278 


85 139 


,668 


433 


328 


947 



Summary — continued. 



Ages. 


j Protestant. 


j Presbyterian. 


J Roman Catholic. 


1 Totals. 


Vagrants : 

10 years and under, 

11 to 16 years, 

17 to 20 years, 


M. 

2 

88 

24 


F. 

*20 

45 


M. 
’ 2 


F. 
’ 1 


M. 

183 

1,628 

304 


F. 

139 

412 

902 


M. 

[ 185 

1,668 ] 
328 


F. 

' 139 
433 
947 


M. & F. 

324 

2,101 

1,275 


Gross Total, 


601 | 


336 | 


109 | 


33 


8,765 


i 4,291 


9,564 | 


4,672 


14,236 




937 | 


142 


13,056 j 


*,+14,236 
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APPENDIX I. 



REPORTS OX SEPARATE PRISONS. 



NORTH DISTRICT. 



DUBLIN PRISONS. 

County of Dublin Gaol, at Kilmainham. — Visited the 
16th of October, 1855. 

Number of Prisoners , Nature of Offences , and State of 
Discipline and Accommodation. 



Denomination of Clas*. 


j No. 


in oacli Class. 


No. Sick in Hospital. 


Malos. 


Female 


a Total. 


M ales. 


jpemalesi Total. 


Master Debtors, .... 


2 


2 


4 








Pauper Debtors 


4 




4 


- 


- 




Untried. 














For Felony, 


4 


2 


6 


_ 


1 


1 


„ Larceny, .... 


5 


4 


9 


1 




1 


,, Misdemeanors, 

Deserters, 


6 


4 


10 




1 


1 






2 


- 






Tried. 

Cases disposed of at Assizes and 
Sessions. 

Of Felony or Larceny — 














To Penal Servitude, . 


3 


l 


4 


_ 






,, Imprisonment, 


15 


8 


23 


1 




1 


Of Misdemeanors, &c., . 


3 


- 


3 




_ 




By Courts-Martial. 














Military Offenders, 


6 


- 


6 


_ 


- 


- 


Disposed of Summarily. 














For Larceny, .... 


13 


4 


17 


1 


1 


2 


Offences under Larceny Act, 


6 


3 


9 


_ 






In Default of Bail, 


6 


3 


9 


1 




1 


Non-payment of Fines and Penal- 














ties, 


7 


16 


23 


_ 






Other Misdemeanors, . 


1 


2 


3 


_ 






Under Revenue Laws, . 


7 


_ 


7 


_ 






Vagrants 


1 


6 


7 


_ 






Drunkards, . 




1 


I 








Dangerous Lunatics, 


1 




1 


1 


- 


1 


Gross Totals, . . j 


92 


56 


148 


5 


3 


8 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles, Classified — at the time of Inspection. 





Ages. 


10 Years and 
under. 


16 Years and 
above 10. 


20 Y ears and 
abovo 16. 


Felons Convicted, . 


M. 


r. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


Committed for trial at assizes and 














sessions — Felons, 




























Summary Convictions, . 








o 






Twice Imprisoned, 














Ihree times do.. 












j 


Five times do. and upwards, 


- 


- 


- 


1 


~ 


- 



B 



North 

District. 

Dublin 
Prisons. 
County of 
Dublin Gaol. 
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Committals during the past year 1854 — males, 1,459 ; females, 
1,489. Average daily number — males, 1 35; females, 80. Highest 
number at any one time — males, 204; females, 104. Lowest 
number at any one time — males, 91 ; females, 58. Average 
daily number in hospital — males, 7 ; females, 6. 

Committals during the year 1855, to 1 0th October — males, 
770; females, 743. Average daily number — males, 74|; females, 
66£. Highest number at any one time — males, 110; females, 
93. Lowest number at any one time — males, 69 ; females, 44. 
Average daily number in hospital — males, 5~ ; females, 3$. 

Re-committals during the past year, 1854. — Once — males, 
90; females, 104. Twice — males, 22 ; females, 25. Thrice — 
males, 6; females, 14. Four times and more — males, 5; females, 
24. Total — males, 123; females, 167. 

Re-committals during the year 1855. — Once— -males, 20 ; 
females, 47. Twice — males, 4 ; females, 12. Thrice — males, 1; 
females, 6. Four times and more — females, 8. Total — males, 
25; females, 73. 

Punishments for prison offences during the year 1854. — Hark 
cells — males, 93 ; females, 29. Other punishments — males, 
104. Total — males, 197 ; females, 29. 

Punishments for prison offences during the year 1855. — Dark 
cells— males, 30 ; females, 14. Other punishments — males, 57 ; 
females, 55. Total — males, 87 ; females, 69. 

Number sentenced during the year. — Solitary confinement — 
males, 5. Whipping — males, 11. Total — males, 16. 

1 have selected the above day for the record of my inspection, 
although I have frequently visited the prison during the current 
year, and I am happy to find that a marked improvement is evi- 
denced by a comparison of the numbers in custody with the 
returns furnished on the corresponding days of the three pre- 
vious years ; the figures standing thus : — 



October 10, 1852, 


213 


„ 1853, 


194 


„ 1854, . 


220 


„ 1855, 


148 



An able and interesting analysis of the whole status of pri- 
soners with regard to their offences, their ages, their religion, 
and the amount of their education, having been published in the 
Annual Report of the very efficient Board of Superintendence, 
it is unnecessary for me to repeat these details ; but as their 
calculations are measured not according to theac£waZyear,but to 
the financial one, which ends at Easter Term, I prefer to adopt 
the former period, so as to present a summary capable of being 
contrasted with other county gaols. 

Firstly — If we take the daily averages for the three last years, 
1852, 1853, and 1854, we find the comparative difference to be 
very trifling, viz., 230, 212£, and 218; but during the first 
nine months of the present year such average has fallen four - 
elevenths. 

Secondly — Upon examining the committals of both sexes for 
the year 1854, we find 1,459 males to 1,489 females, and 123 re- 
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committals of the former to 167 of the latter; while in the 
present year the committals during the first three quarters 
amount to but 770 for the males, and 743 for the females ; the 
re-committals, however, presenting an alarming increasing 
proportion on the part of the latter sex, viz., 73 to 25. Nor is 
this all, for if the number of times of re-committal be taken 
into consideration, their recurrence to the gaol will be seen to 
be in a quadruple ratio. 

But while an undoubted reduction, both in the number of pri- 
soners and in the gravity of offences, is to be admitted, even this 
diminished aggregate is found to far exceed the amount of 
accommodation indispensable for carrying out the first principle 
of prison discipline, namely the certainty that the less guilty 
shall be protected from further contamination, and that the more 
debased shall be prevented from extending their moral plague. 
A reference to the above schedules, even to the lowest, that of 
those in custody at any one time, will show how inadequate are 
the means for maintaining this principle, as supplied by the cells 
at the disposal of the authorities — some of which moreover have 
been latterly, from the want of storage, allocated to this purpose 
and thus diverted from their legitimate object. 



Wards, 

Yards, 

Day Rooms, 

Solitary Cells, 

Single Cells of size ade 
quate for separation, . 

Single Cells of larger 
size, 

Sleeping Rooms, . 

No. of Beds in such 
Rooms, 

Hospital Rooms, . 

Chapels, 

The classification directed by the Prisons’ Act lias long been 
felt to be imperfect, but such as it is, it is impossible to carry it 
out m its integrity among the males, however reduced by the 
various causes, which especially affect this sex, enlistment being 
not the least prominent. All those, for instance, who are sen- 
tenced to long terms of imprisonment are indiscriminately 
placed m one class ; the vagrants, and those convicted of misde- 
meanors and summarily, forming another; and the untried, 
among whom, nevertheless, there were two tried prisoners en- 
gaged in shoemaking, constituting a third. Over prisoners, thus 
divided, and under the circumstances of the building, it would be 
impossible for the turnkeys, limited as the staff is, to exercise 
a proper control and supervision, and consequently the oppor- 
tunities of communication are easy and frequent. The juveniles 
are kept apart, but even in their class, at the period of my 
inspection, it was found necessary to intermix some adults con- 

*2 



Accommodation. 



57 

7 

6 



Workshops, 
Worksheds, 

Kitchens, . 

Store Rooms, 
Laundries, . 
Lavatories, . 

Baths, 

Pumps and Wells, and 
a supply of soft water 
to each yard, . 
Capstan Mill, 

Looms, 



. 10 
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4 Appendix to Thirty-fourth Report of 

victed of revenue offences. But the female quarter, which is 
inferior to that of any county gaol in Ireland, presents a la- 
mentable aspect, there being merely two classes, one for vagrants 
and persons of abandoned character, and the second for all other 
offenders without distinction. It is unnecessary to dwell upon 
the inevitable result of such an amalgamation of all the degrees 
of guilt, from the first trivial violation of law to the habitual 
and hardened persistence in a course of depravity, or to point 
out that the re-committals fully indicate that this portion of the 
prison can be considered in no other light than that of a normal 
school of corruption. At Belfast, I learned with great pleasure, 
from all the authorities, to whose charge the administration of 
that excellent gaol is committed, their conviction that to the 
maintenance of the separate system throughout is to be attri- 
buted the extraordinary diminution of offenders, in the face of 
a manufacturing population increasing annually in a proportion 
far beyond that of any town or city in the united kingdom. 
Some years were necessarily required to exhaust the capital 
stock of crime, or rather the standing force of criminals, already 
inexistence at the institution of the “separate”principle, and now 
the beneficial effects are beginning to be felt and appreciated ; 
not only the supply of recruits, who would have been formed in 
“ association” having been cut off, but the isolation having 
operated as a deterrent, even if it has not afforded the means 
of reformation in all cases to those who have been subjected 
to it. 

I am aware, from the Report already referred to, that the Board 
is fully impressed with the magnitude of the evil, and the policy 
of abating it; and I would again venture to urge the Grand Jury 
to entertain vigorously the question of additional accommoda- 
tion, there being, as I have submitted in my former Reports, in 
which my colleague, for the time being, fuily concurred, ample 
space situated between the Gaol and the Court House available 
for this vital object. 

The building was clean throughout, secure, and in sound re- 
pair, except as to the flagging, for the replacement of which a 
presentment has been obtained; the sewers are generally 
effective, and there is a full supply of water for the several yards, 
the closets, baths, and lavatories. The bed-ticks were rather 
worn, but a new issue is about to be made. Sheets are used 
only in the hospital, the marshalsea, and the female quarter. 

The capstan mill mentioned in the last Report has been 
completed, and is now in active Operation, with the prospect of 
a considerable return being derived from it, particularly if the 
project of establishing a bakery, in connexion with it, be carried 
out. It is further in contemplation to erect a shed over the 
capstan-bars, so as to protect the prisoners in all weather. 

The Governor or Deputy-Governor attends the lock-up, the 
final rounds taking place at eleven o’clock ; and one turnkey re- 
maining on patrol at night, whose vigilance is ascertained by a 
tell-tale clock. 

Employment and Schools . — Productive Employment. — Males 
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Weaving and winding, 4 ; matmaking, 9 ; slioemaking, 2 ; North 

tailoring, 2 ; whitewashing and colouring, 9 ; picking oakum and Di stric t.. 
13 at school for two hours, 36 ; painting, 2 ; carpenter work, 1 ; Dublin 
cooking and prison duties, 11; trimming coals, 3; sick in hos- Prisons. 
pital, 5 ; debtors, 6. — Total 90. Females — Washing, 6; iron- County of 
ing, 4 ; knitting, 20 ; making prison shirts, 6 ; repairing prison Dublm Gao1 ' 
shirts, 3 ; prison duties, 5 ; sick, 3. — Total, 47- 

The foregoing schedule exhibits the allocation of the prisoners 
on the day of inspection, and may be taken with some excep- 
tions (such as the large numbers engaged in whitewashing, &c.,) 
to fairly represent the ordinary proportion of industrial occu- 
pation. 

The total of net profit produced by articles disposed of out- 
side the gaol stood thus, during the year: — 1854 — mats, 

£3 5s. Ad . ; oakum, £13 195. 9 d . ; broken stones, £10 4s. 6d . ; 
knitting socks, &c., £4 10s. lOd. Total — £32 0 s.5d. 1855 (nine 
months) — mats, £14 7s. Id . ; oakum, £8 Is.; broken 
stones, £3 17s.; knitting socks, &c., £10 11s. Total — 

£36 16s. Id. 

Hard labour is maintained by weaving the heavier mats and 
by the capstan mill, which is worked by 40 men. Shot-drill 
appears to have been discontinued for some time, although its 
efficiency as a deterrent is universally recognised, where it has 
been stringently carried out, but has latterly been resumed. 

Schooling is given for two hours daily to the males, but almost 
exclusively to the juveniles, there being few adults included. 

Copy-books have latterly been supplied, the want of which was 
noticed in a former Report. The registry of progress is toler- 
ably effective in form, and is fairly kept. The instruction of 
the females has been suspended in consequence of the illness of 
the matron ; but it is due to the assistant-matron to state that 
she had hitherto, under circumstances of great difficulty, zealously 
discharged her duty in teaching the prisoners of her own sex ; 
a laborious task, the majority of them being illiterate. 

Number attending School during the year — males, 185 ; 
females, 189. Average number attending daily — males, 18; 
females, 7#. 

Dietary — Males. — Breakfast — 2 oz. rice and 6 oz. Indian 
meal, and 4 pint new milk. Dinner— -14 oz. brown bread, and 
1 pint new milk. 

Females. — Breakfast — If oz. rice, 5£ oz. Indian meal, and \ 
pint new milk. Dinner — 12 oz. brown bread, and f pint new 
milk. 

Prisoners committed for one month and under, 1 pint of gruel 
in lieu of milk. 

Males and females under 15 years of age. — Breakfast — 1 oz. 
rice, 4 oz. Indian meal, and £ pint new milk. Dinner — 8 oz. 
brown bread and l pint gruel. Supper — 4 oz. brown bread. 

Potatoes three days in the week ; males, 41b., females, 3^1b., 
for dinner only. 

Net cost of dietary — 1852, 2fj 6 d. ; 1853, 2!®<£. ; 1854, 3 \d. ; 

1855, 3 
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Contracts . — Brown bread, 2^\d. per lb. ; white bread, 2 'd. 
per lb.; oatmeal, per cwt., 185.; rice, per cwt., 205.; potatoes, 
per cwt., 35. 4 d. ; new milk, per gallon, 5±-d. ; buttermilk, per 
gallon, 2d. ; salt, per cwt., 25. 6d. ; coals, ~ per ton, I65. 10 d.\ 
candles, per dozen lb., 5s. 9 d. and 65. 3d. ; soap, per cwt., 265. 

There were no complaints on the day on which I have re- 
corded my inspection, but on a few previous occasions the bread 
had been sent back to the contractor, and the milk objected to. 
The use of potatoes had of late been partially resumed. The 
chaplains inspect the provisions ; but it would be desirable that 
they should make a short entry of their opinion, whether 
favourable or the reverse, at each examination. 

Books and Accounts. — The books are generally kept with 
care. I suggested, however, that some improvements in the 
form of entering exceptional cases of issue of rations should be 
adopted, and that the Medical Diet Book should contain a clear 
voucher, under the signature of the surgeon, for every departure 
from the ^ordinary diet, which he should feel it his duty to pre- 
scribe. The accounts are duly published. 

The total cost of the gaol for the last three years — 1853, 
£2,474 135. Aid. ; 1854, £2,941 95. 5d. ; 1855 (nine months), 
£1,981 is. 1 d. 

Officers and Salaries. 



Rev. B. H. Nixon, Local Inspector, . 

Rev. R. H. Nixon, Protestant Chaplain, . 
Rev. S. Simpson, Presbyterian do., 

Rev. John Smyth, Roman Catholic do. 

Dr. William Thornhill, Surgeon, 

Mr. Robert Allison, Governor, . 

Thomas Flewitt, Head Turnkey, Clerk, and 

Storekeeper, 

Michael Doyle, 1st Turnkey, Carpenter, and 
Miller, ...... 

Richard O’Neill, 1st Turnkey, • 

James Gordon, do., and Shoemaker, 
James Reynolds, 2nd Turnke}', Tailor, and 
Schoolmaster, . 

William Bigger, 2nd Turnkey and Weaver* 
Daniel R. Matthews, 2nd Turnkey, . \ 

John Berry, do. 

Christopher Dunne, Cook, 

John M‘Loughlin, Hospital Turnkey, 
Frances Judge, Matron, . . 

Mary Anne Ridgeway, Assistant Matron, . 
Frances Wood, Hospital Nurse, 



£ 

100 

55 

55 

55 

80 

250 



d. 

0 

8 

8 

8 

O 

0 



80 0 0 



52 

52 

52 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

32 10 
25 0 
12 0 



James Reynolds, Tailor, &c. 
William Bigger, Weaver. 

Daniel R. Matthews, 2nd Turnkey. 
John Berry, 2nd Turnkey. 
Dhristopher Dunne, Cook. 



Officers on Gaol Allowance. 

J . M‘Lougblin, Hospital Turnkey. 
Frances Judge, Matron. 

Mary Anne Ridgeway, Assistant 
Matron. 

Frances W ood, Hospital Nurse. 



Officers’ Visits — Local Inspector, 84; Surgeon, &o„ 155; 
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Protestant Chaplain, 119 ; Presbyterian or Dissenting Chaplain, 
121; Roman Catholic Chaplain, 75. . . 

Some changes have taken place in the staff since the last m- 
BDection • the appointment to the vacant offices having been, with 
great propriety, placed by the High Sheriff in the hands of the 
Board of Superintendence. 

The turnkeys, who are supplied with uniforms, were repre- 
sented to me as being well conducted. 

The matron is. 1 regret to report, m so infirm a state ot health 
as to be quite unequal to the very onerous duties which devolve 
upon the female officers of this prison, as constant supervision 
on their part is indispensable. I trust, therefore, that the re- 
quisite steps may be taken for placing her on a superannuation 
allowance. 

Hospitals. 

The Hospitals for both sexes were clean and adequately 
ventilated, and are furnished with water closets. There were 
five male and three female patients. One death, from cholera, 
had occurred in the course of the year, but the case was an 
isolated one, the prison having been free from epidemic disease. 



North 

District. 

Dublin 
Prisons. 
County of 
Dublin Gaol. 



Tear. No. in Hospital. 


Days. 


1852, . .291 


10,345 


1853, . .299 


7,089 


1854, . • 259 


4.596 


1855,(10mths.) 153 


2,566 


There was but one lunatic, a male. 



Cost of Medicine. 
£41 17 0 
35 11 2 
30 19 8 
21 13 10 



Deaths. 
. 8 
. 9 

. 6 
. 5 



Board of Superintendence. 



Hon. St. John Butler, High 
Sheriff. 

James H. Hamilton, Esq., M.P. 
Hans H. Woods, Esq. 

Charles Cobbe, Jun., Esq. 
Alexander Kirkpatrick, Esq. 
Christopher Fitzsimon, Esq. 



Henry James MacFarlane, Esq. 
William Caldbeck,Esq. 

John Brennan, Esq. 

Thomas Baker, Esq. 

Charles Vesey Colthurst, Esq. 
C. C. W. Domville, Esq. 
William Rathborne, Esq. 



The Board assembles regularly for the discharge of general 
business. Bills for large amounts, contracts, and salaries are 
paid quarterly by cheques ; a sum of money being placed in tho 
hands of the Local Inspector to meet small incidental expenses, 
for which he is bound to produce vouchers. The whole accounts 
are finally audited by a Finance Committee appointed before 
Easter Term. 

J. Corry Connellan, Inspector- General. 
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Richmond Bridewell. — Visited the 1st Januaiiv, 1856. 



State and accommodation on the 1st January, 1856. 





Convicted at Com 
mission or Session 


j Committed Summarily. 
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Five J ears have now elapsed since the number of prisoners 
committed to this gaol, and the average of those daily in cus- 
tody, reached their highest climax, respectively, namely, 15, 
13b, and 516 ; the culminating point, 534, having been attained 
on the 22nd of January, 1852. Since that period a gradual 
decline in both categories has been experienced yearly, and 
the unprecedentedly low total of those in charge on the "morn- 
ing of the 1st of January, 1856, as represented in the above 
“ state of the prison,” and corroborated by a large decrease 
in the number of offenders committed in 1855, affords conclu- 
sive evidence, not only of diminished crime in the city, but of a 
continued and progressive improvement in the moral and social 
condition of the country. The aggregate of prisoners of all 
classes in custody on the 1st of January, 1856, was 236, while 
on the corresponding day of 1855, it was 439 ; the reduction 
being thus no less than 203, or 46'2 per cent. 

The daily average in confinement for the month of January, 
1855, was 445; in the next three months it declined to 368; 
in May and June to 342 ; in the following three months to 285 ; 
in October and November to 261; and in December to 248: 
the amount for the year being 322, which, on being compared 
with the average of 1854 (4G1) exhibits a decrease of 139. In 
this decrease it is gratifying to observe that every class of 
offenders participates with the sole exception of military pri- 
soners—! 1 convicted by court-martial, and 103 deserters, having 
been committed during the year. 

In the classification of the “ Ages and Offences," of all the 
prisoners m custody, on the 1st of January, it will be seen that 
ot the gross number there were 84 juveniles, of the ages of 16 
years and under (26 being committed for vagrancy, and 58 for 
criminal offences) ; and that of the ages from 1 7 to 20, there were 
. (8 of them only being vagrants) ; so that their aggregate, 
viz., 134, amounted to 56 4 per cent, upon the total of all ages. 

by the following return it is established that 56 criminaljuven- 
Iles, at and under the age of 1 6 years, were confined in the pri- 
son on the first of January, including 1 sentenced to four-years 
penal servitude, and 4 for trial; the remaining 51 being under 
different rules of imprisonment,, from twelve months to fourteen 
flays; and all convicted of either “felony” or “larceny," or having 
in their possession property, of which they could not give a 
satisfactory account. Of the 56, 28 are recorded as having 
oth parents living ; 11 as having both dead; 10 as having no 
no r 1 arK J , no motllei '- On inquiry being made into the 
particulars of their cases, it would appear that on the one hand 
consK ei able proportion of those who hare parents might be 
ppoi ed by them, whilst on the other hand, in many instances, 
parents, from the nature of their own employments involving 
rneir absence and consequent inability to exercise a constant 
supernsmn find it impossible to keep their children under 
I per control, or to save them from the destructive effects of 
mw" 1 $? nr v nd exam P le - Tie number of 20 cases, indeed, 
fc en in the above return, of boys who have absconded from 
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their parents, affords a clear proof of the prevalence of the 

^^The following is a table of the condition of juveniles, of 16 
years of age and under, as to their parentage, and respective 
localities. 

Condition of Juveniles 16 Years of Age and under, confined on the 





Parentage. 


Where Born. 




-3 j 

pS 
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Having both Parents 
dead. 


Having Father 
dead. 


Having Mother 
dead. 


Total. 


HavingStep-Fatlicr. 
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Parents. 
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Total, 
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In the return of juvenile vagrants of the same age, the con- 
trast is very striking, not only as to tlieir parentage, hut as to 
their progressive decline. Of 28 in confinement, not more than 
7 have both parents living, whilst 15 have no parents ; 2 only 
are without father, and 7 without mother; and of these again, 
1 has a step-father, 8 have been abandoned by their parents, 
and 2 have absconded from them. . . 

In comparing the number of both juvenile classes, criminals 
and vagrants, amounting to 84, with the total in custody on the 
day of the last annual inspection, the result shows, that in pro- 
portion to the gross aggregate of all classes of prisoners con- 
fined, there was on the 1st of January, 1856, an increase from 
32'24 to 35'6 per cent. ; the 56 criminals in 1856 bearing an 
excess of 23'7 to 17’86 over the number in 1855; whilst the 
vagrants alone bear a decrease of from 14-38 in 1855 to ll - 9 
in 1856 ; though in former years their amount always prepon- 
derated above the criminals. This beneficial change may be 
assumed to arise from three causes. First, the demand tor 
labour in the county, many of the vagrant boys who were hab- 
itual inmates of the prison, being ascertained to have been 
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absorbed in agricultural employment. Secondly, the better North 
condition of the country has enabled parents to maintain their I)istri ct. 
children, who are no longer found to flock into the city, as for- Dublin 
nierly ; and finally, the third, and perhaps the more active cause, Prisons. 
is the means which the prison now affords for carrying out a Richmond 
stringent form of discipline, it being a known fact, that since Bridew ^l- 
the separate system has been applied to both criminal and 
vagrant, juveniles, many old offenders have not only refrained 
from crime, but have disappeared from the city. Every crimi- 
nal juvenile is now subjected to “ separation,” those in hospital 
being the exception ; but to such as are placed in the weaving 
class, for want of sufficient accommodation in the regular juvenile 
class, the system is only partially applied, in consequence of 
the cells, being not yet provided with artificial heating. In the 
lower prison a ward, with 18 cells, has lately been supplied with 
all the requirements for the maintenance of the system in its 
full extent, and it has been occupied with good effect in the 
cases of juvenile vagrants, who have been often recommitted. 

The following table furnishes the sentences, religion, and 
degree of education, of those in custody on the 1st of January, 

1856, and also the number of recommittals of each prisoner, 
since first known to the gaol authorities, distinguishing the 
criminals from the vagrants, and classifying them according to 
six different categories of age : 



Sentences, Religion, and Degree of Education of the Number of Prisoners in 
Confinement on the. 1st January, 1856, according to the Ages, classified as under, 
ana also how often in Prison since known. 
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The above schedule shows how often the prisoners in charge 
on the 1st of January have been in prison. Of 194 commit- 
ted for criminal offences, 96 only were confined for the first 
time, while the remaining 98 had returned to gaol from twice to 
twenty-five times, the majority of them being juveniles, of the 
age of 16 years and under, and but few above IT. Of the 42 
vagrants, 15 only appear for the first time, but the remaining 
27 have very frequently reappeared, nearly the entire number 
of them being also juveniles, of the age not above 16 years, 
some of whom represent more than fifty committals ; but to 
their great credit, they have rarely been charged with any graver 
offence than mendicancy. It is, in fact, matter for hopefulness, 
that some of these unfortunate youths, whose conduct in prison 
is generally very exemplary, are able to resist the temptations 
to which they are exposed. In too many cases, however, they 
eventually yield to the contamination of the old and young de- 
linquents,. whom they unavoidably meet and recognise as fellow 
inmates in prison, and whose course of life they adopt. 

The important information supplied in the following com- 
parative statement, establishes the continuous and steady reduc- 
tion of crime from the year 1851 ; but the extraordinary and 
rapid descent from 1854 to 1855 is deserving of special notice. 
The first and, indeed, most striking difference, is to be found in 
the record of the convicts sentenced to transportation or penal 
servitude, which in 1854 amounted, to 66, and in 1855 to 30. 
Again, of offenders tried and convicted at Commissions and 
Sessions the diminution is at the rate of 50 per cent, in the 
felons, and 36*4 in the misdemeanants. From these large 
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decreases in the higher classes of delinquents the obvious con- 
clusion may he drawn, that the quality as well as the quantity 
of crime has declined, and that the category of old offenders is 
no longer maintained at its former level. Of the summary 
committals the decrease is 29 per cent, in the cases under the 
larceny act; 17'3 in the misdemeanors ; 40 '8 in the vagrants ; 
and 40*d in the drunkards. The increase of 1 1 in the cases tried 
by court-martial, and of 69 in the deserters, must be excepted ; 
but even including these, the total of convicted prisoners shows 
a decrease of 32'8 per cent. ; and in the gross total, which em- 
braces the cases of those “not convicted,’ 1 the deduction is 32 
per cent, from 1854, 48*8 from 1853, 51 from 1852, and 67’4 
from 1851. 

The next table supplies the number of offenders committed 
in each of the last five years, and marks the distinction in every 
class of committal between the years 1855 and 1854. 



Comparative Statement of the Number of Male Prisoners committed 
and in custody in each year, from 1851 to 1855. 



Class of Offences. 




No. of Committals. 




Difference 
in 1855 
from 1854. 


1851. 


1852. 


1853. 


1854. 


1855. 


Incr. 


Deer. 


General. 

Felony, and sentenced to Transportation, . 


63 


51 


51 


7 


2 




5 


Do. Do. to Penal Servitude, 








57 


27 




30 


Misdemeanor, Do. to Transportation, . 


3 




1 










Do. Do. to Penal Servitude, 










1 




1 


Felony, Do. to Imprisonment, . 


■ 285 


247 


264 


269 


133 




136 


Misdemeanor, Do. Do. 


138 


102 


94 


102 


00 




37 


Criminal Lunatics, 








3 






3 


Offences under Larceny Act (Summary), . 


2,097 


1,727 


1,270 


1,100 


7 SO 




320 


Misdemeanor, Do. 


2,072 


2,151 


2,096 


1,485 


1,227 




258 


Dangerous Lunatics, .... 


54 


50 


50 


60 


31 




29 


Under Revenue Laws, .... 


14 


6 


2 




3 






Under Poor Law Act, 


16 


25 


. 30 


20 


■ 9 




11 


By Court Martial 










11 


ii 




Deserters, . 


18 


17 


30 


34 


103 


69 




Under Vagrant Act 


8,142 


3,481 


2,740 


2,390 


1,417 




978 


Drunkards, 


1,652 


1,619 


1,436 


1,170 


698 




477 


Total number Convicted, 


14,554 


9,476 


8,086 


6,709 


4,507 




2,285 


Felony and Misdemeanors, Acquitted, no 
Bill, or no Prosecution, . 


290 


310 


352 


338 


181 




157 


Further examination, Discharged, 


360 


308 


299 


240 


265 


•25 




Gross Totals, .... 


15,204 


10,124 


8,737 


7,287 


4,953 




2,442 


Average number confined daily, 


516 


508 


489 


401 


322 




139 


Highest number, . . t . 


641 


62$ 


Gl? 


550 


473 




82 


Lowest number, 


39$ 


397 


35$ 


364 


221 




143 


Average number in Hospital, 


32 


01 


55 


49 


. 37 




12 


Do. of Lunatics, 


U 


4 


c 


5 


2 




8 


Number of Deaths, 


15 


15 


11 


5 


5 






Vagrants. 

Average number of Vagrants committed 
daily 


26 


11 


9 


7 


a 




2* 


Average number of Vagrants confined daily, 


72 


7£ 


95 


96 


59 




37 


Highest number at any one time, 
Dublin City or County Vagrants, 


161! 184 


167 


ICC 


160 


,4 


54 


640! 45 £ 


450 


444 


286 




158 


Vagrants from other localities, . 


7,502 


3,022 


2,284 


1,951 


1,131 




320 



North 

District. 

Dublin 

Prisons. 

Richmond 

Bridewell, 
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Before concluding these observations upon the offences regis- 
tered for the year in this prison, it is right to refer to two 
matters which demand particular consideration, the first of 
which is the summary of returned convicts tried and convicted 
for crimes of similar character to those for which they had been 
transported. In the year 1854 there were seven of these con- 
victs identified as having been tried in Dublin, and in 1855 
there were six, all of whom were again sentenced either to 
transportation or penal servitude. One of them had been par- 
doned at Spike Island in 1850, after having been convicted in 
1849 — three others were also pardoned from Spike Island in 
1854, and eight were sent home from Bermuda. Many other 
prisoners who have passed through this Bridewell during the 
last two years have been strongly suspected of being returned 
convicts, but, as there were no means of identifying them, no 
record was kept of their supposed antecedents. 

The next matter is with reference to the recent powers of 
jurisdiction vested in the magistrates by the 18th and 19th Vic., 
chap. 126, to punish persons charged with larceny, &c. By the 
3rd section, persons so charged (“ the property alleged to have 
been stolen exceeding in value 5s”) may plead guilty, whereupon 
they may he sentenced for any term not exceeding six calendar 
months. Under this clause old offenders, who are aware of the 
consequence of being sent for trial, are induced to plead guilty, 
and, when not known to the justices as being habitual thieves, 
escape with light sentences. Upon eight cases of this character 
dealt with under the Act, from the 2nd November to 19th De- 
cember, 1855, it appears that in five at least, if sent for trial at 
the sessions, there would have been sentences to penal servitude, 
because in four of them there would have been records exhibited 
of former convictions, and the fifth is that of an old offender of 
24 convictions! To remedy the defect which at present pro- 
duces this evil, it has been suggested that there should be a 
permanent constable in each division, whose duty should be to 
visit every station, to register the prisoners arrested, and before 
they should be brought up to be dealt with, to return to the 
Court the names of such persons as he might be able to identify, 
in order that they should be remanded until returns of their 
former convictions could be supplied from the prisons. 

The following Schedules give the terms of imprisonment, 
religion, and degree of education of all the prisoners committed 
in the year 1855, as also their ages, and the number of re-com- 
mittals. 



[Terms of Imprisonment, &c. 
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Terms of Imprisonment of the Number of Prisoners committed, from the 1st of 
January to 31st of December, 1855. 



Term* of 
Imprisonment. 


Offences convicted of. 


Deserters. 


Not convicted. 


Totals. 


11 
6 J 

& 


Misdemeanors at Do. 


55 h 

1-4 S 

h S 
-5 = 
- w 

O 


| 


Dangerous Lunatics. 


Under Revenue Laws. 


Under Poor Law Act. 


Under Vagrant Act. 


Drunkards. 


By Courts Martial. 


Felony, Acquitted. 


i 

£ 

3 


Misdemeanors, Acquitted. 


£ 

3 

fi 


Further Examination, 
Discharged. 


In the 
1855. 


In the 
year 
1854. 


Transportation : 






































15 years, . 


l 
































1 


l 7 


14 years, . 


l 
































1 


J 


Penal Servitude : 






































4 years, . 


27 


1 






























28 


59 


Imprisonment : 






































2 years, . 


1 
































1 


1 


18 months, 


1 
































1 


3 


12 months, 


21 


12 






























33 


68 


0 months, 


54 


33 


5 


2 












1 














95 


146 


3 months, 


48 


17 


48 


32 






3 




















148 


200 


2 months, 


3 




269 


90 






2 






s 


. 












369 


506 


1 month, 


4 


1 


176 


222 




1 


3 


401 




5 










; 




813 


1,122 


14 days, . 


1 


1 


125 


169 






1 


995 


















1,292 


2,145 


7 days, . 




1 


79 


230 








21 


















331 


572 


48 hours, . 






60 


312 










52 
















424 


514 


24 hours, . 






18 


170 










646 
















834 


1,271 


Unlimited, 










31 


2 










103 


71 


35 


53 


22 


265 


582 


673 


Total, 


162 


66 


780 


1,227 


31 


3 


9 


1,417 


698 


11 


103 


71 


3sj 53 


22 


265 


4,953 


7,287 


Ages : 
























■- 


— 


-H* 


— 


— ' 






10 years & under, 


1 


1 


23 


4 








108 












2 






139 


298 


11 years to 16, . 


31 


10 


396 


266 


2 






868 


10 










48 






1,631 


2,113 


17 years to 20, . 


44 


13 


134 


219 








95 


51 


4 


32 






77 






669 


1,105 


21 years to 30, . 


50 


23 


118 


411 


10 


3 


3 


73 


254 


6 


58 






191 






1,200 


1;641 


81 years to 40, . 


22 


14 


51 


173 


9 




4 


61 


192 


1 


12 






80 






619 


989 


41 yrs. &upwds. 


14 


5 


58 


154 


10 




2 


212 


191 










48 






695 


1,141 


Total, 


162 


66 


780 


1,227 


31 


8 


9 


1,417 


698 


11 


103 


446 


4,953 


7,287 


Proportion per cent. 






































on the total num- 






































her for 1855, 


3-27 


1-33 


15-74 


24-77 


0-62 






28-CO 


14-.0S 




207 






9-00 
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Education and Keligion of the Number of Prisoners committed from the 1st of 
January to olst December, 1855. 











Offcnc 


3 convicted of. 








Not convictod. 


Totals. 

In the 
1805. 


Felony at Commission and 
Sessions. 


1 


Offences under Larceny 
Act, Summary. 


Misdemeanors, Summary. 


Dangerous Lunatics. 


•4 

a 

P 


<! 

£ 

p 


Under Vagrant Act. 


M 

r 


By Court-Martial. 


Deserters. 


Felony, Acquitted. 

Do., no Bill or Prosecution. 


Misdemeanors, Acquitted. 


£ 

p 

p 


3 

l! 

s. 


























' 


— y— 


— 


— > 




Degree of Education : 


































Read and Write, . 


S3 


32 


272 


595 




3 


7 


437 


391 


11 


45 




250 






2,148 


Read imperfectly, . 


25 


5 


147 


111 


2 






139 


25 




16 




56 






520 


Know Spelling, 


2 


1 


47 


14 








100 










3 






217 


Know Alphabet, . 






2 


2 


• 






















00 


Wholly illiterate, . 


52 


28 


312 


505 


7 




2 


629 


282 




42 




137 






1,996 


Total, 


102 


06 


780 


1,227 


31 


3 


9 


1,417 


698 


11 


103 


440 


4,953 


Religion : 


































Protestant, . 


19 


7 


50 


92 


8 




2 


48 


74 


6 


29 




74 






409 


Presbyterian, 






1 


3 










6 


1 


5 




7 






23 


Roman Catholic, . 


143 


59 


729 


1,132 


23 


3 


7 


1,369 


618 


4 


69 




365 






4,521 


Total, 


102 


66 


780 


1,227 


81 


3 


9 


1,417 


698 


11 


103 


446 


4,953 



Upon comparing the ages of the gross number of prisoners, 
who appear above, with those of that furnished in 1854, the 
per centage of each year is as follows, viz. 



10 Years and under, 1854, 40-8 . 1855, 2 80 being 1 *28 Decrease. 



11 


,, to 16, . ,, 


29 0 . 


, 32-92 


„ 3 *92 Increase. 


17 


,, to 20, . „ 


15*16 


, 13*50 


,, 1 *66 Decrease. 


21 


,, to 30, . ,, 


2251 . 


, 24*22 


,, 1 -71 Increase. 


31 


,, to 40, . ,, 

,, and upwards ,, 


13-57 . 


, 1249 


,, 1 -08 Decrease. 


41 


15-65 . 


, 1403 


,, 1 *62 Decrease. 



Upon an analysis of the table containing the number of re- 
committals of all the prisoners committed in the year 1855, the 
result arrived at is, that 264 individuals produced 651 commit- 
tals, being 28*44 per cent, of the gross number of committals, 
viz., 2,289 ; that 394 who were in prison before, and once only 
during the year, yield 17*2L per cent.; and 1,244 who were 
never in prison but once yield 54*34 per cent. In the year 1854 
the criminal committals amounted to 3,039; of this number 
1,015 were produced by the re-committals of 419 individuals, 
being equal to 33*4 per cent, of the gross number, and showing a 
preponderance of nearly 41- per cent, over the aggregate of 1855 ; 
the number of prisoners committed only once in the same year, 
but who had been in prison before, was 693, being 22'8 per 
cent., and giving an excess of about 5f- per cent, above the same 
class of committals in 1855. Further, in 1,331 committals for 
the first offence, the per centage of 43*8 gives a decrease from the 
number in 1855 of 11*24 per cent., thus proving that there were 
more re-committals in 1854 than first committals, in proportion 
to the number of committals in each year, and that a consider- 
able number of old offenders have disappeared. 
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Re-committals Classified, according to Ages, of the Number of Prisoners 
committed from the 1st of January to the 31st December, 1855. 



Criminals. j Vagrants. 





n 

c 


1 1 Y ears to 1 6. 


17 Years to 20. 


21 Years and 
upwards. 


Total. 


l! 


£ 


17 Years to 20. 


21 Years and 1 
unwards. 1 


H 


lie-committed within the year, Once, . 




68 


31 


! 80 


i| 181 


8 


4, 


8 


30 


87 


„ Twice, . 




27 


12 


; 12 


•">1. 


2 


14 


5 


7 


28 


„ Thrice, 




13 


5 


1 5 


I -:) 


1 


16 


2 


6 


25 


„ Four times & upw. 




3 


1 


2 


! 0 


5 


53 


4 


5 


07 


Total, 




in 


49 


99 


j 2W 


16 


124 


19 


48 


207 


Number of Committals represented in the above, 


10 


289 


123 


229 


651 


59 


739 


64 


137 


999 


Committed once within the year - , but previously 






















imprisoned, ....... 


4 


103 


95 


192 


394 


11 


34: 


15 


40 


100 


Committed for first offence, never in prison before, 


15 


313 


195, 


721 


1.244, 


38 


95 


16 


169 


318 


Total 


. 29 


705 


413 


CJ 

of 

X 


108. 


868 


95 


346 


1,417 


Acquitted, no bill, or no prosecution; imprisoned 






















previously to the year 1805, .... 










28 












Acquitted, no hill, or no prosecution ; for first time 






















in prison, ........ 










153 












For further examination : imprisoned previously 






















to the year 1855, 










36 












For further examination ; for first time in prison, 










229 












Deserters 










103 












Drunkards, 










698 






















— 










3,536 


Gross Total for the year, 




















4,953 


Number of individuals committed in 1854 for 






















criminal offences, 










419 












Number of Committals represented in the above, 










1,015 












Committed once in the year, but in prison pre- 






















viously, 










693 












Committed once in the year ; never in prison before, 










1,331 












Total Number of Committals, 










3,039 











The subjoined schedules refer exclusively to juveniles below 
the age of twenty- one, committed in the year 1855 : — 
Offences of Juveniles from 1st January to 31st December, 1855. 





Criminals. 


Vagrants. 


2 


' 

1 1 Years to 1C. 


£ 


Total. 


10 Years and 
under. 


11 Years to 16. 


£ 


Total. 


Commission and Sessions, { ' 

Misdemeanor, Summary, .... 

Vagrancy, 

Acquitted, no bills, no prosecution, Felony, . 

Do. Do. Misdemeanor, 

Further examination, Discharged, and re- 
maining undisposed of, • ’ . 

Total, 

Workhouse Offenders, ..... 
Offenders on leaving Workhouse, 


1 

1 

27 

2 


31 

10 

664 

i3 

8 


44 

13 

356 

*9 

15 

53 


76 

1$ 

*22 

82 


108 


86S 


95 


1,071 


31 


753 


490 


1,274 


108 


868 


05 


1,071 




48 

6 


7 


55 

6 











o 
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North 

District. 

Dublin 
Prisons. 
Richmond. 
Bridewell . 



E.e-committals of Juveniles from 1st January to 31st December, 1855. 







Criminals. 




Vagrants. 






10 Years and 
under. 


11 Years to 16. 


17 Years to 20. 


Total. 


10 Years and 
under. 


11 Years to 16. 


17 Years to 20. 


Total. 










104 


8 










5 


68 


31 


41 


8 


07 






27 


12 


39 


2 


14 


5 


21 


Thrice, 




13 


5 


18 


1 


16 


2 


19 


Four times and upwards, 




3 






5 


53 


4 


62 


Total, 


5 


111 


49 


165 


16 


124 


19 


109 


How OFTEN COMMITTED SINCE KNOWN : 








523 










Once 


15 


313 


195 


38 


95 


16 


149 




6 


84 


37 


127 


9 


28 


8 


45 




1 


37 


23 


61 


5 


21 


7 


33 




1 


22 


20 


43 


5 


13 


2 


20 




1 


19 


10 


30 




5 


1 


0 






24 


30 


54 


4 


32 


5 


41 


Eleven to fifteen times, .... 




16 


12 


28 


1 


21 


5 


27 


Sixteen to twenty times, .... 




7 


2 


9 


2 




2 


14 


Twenty-one to twenty-five times, 
Twenty-six to thirty times, 




3 




4 


























Thirty-one to thirty-five times, 


















Thirty-six to forty times, .... 


















Forty-one to forty-five times, 


















Forty-six to fifty times 

Fifty-one times and upwards, . 


































Total, 


24 


525 


230 


879 


65 


253 


51 


369 



Sentences of Penal Servitude and Imprisonment of Juveniles, com- 
mitted from 1st January to 31st December, 1855, together with the 
Number of those not Convicted. 



Penal Servitude, 4 years. 
Imprisonment, 18 months, 

6 ” 

3 „ 

2 „ 

1 » 

14 days, 

7 „ 

48 hours, 
24 ,, 

Unlimited, 

Not convicted, 



Total, 

Total in the year 1854, 

Proportion per cent, to Total No. 
of Committals in 1854, 



753 



20-9 

17-26 



1,274 



1,342 



10 3 (56- 
44-89 I 7-62 61-25 



Incr. I Deer. ! 

1*89 26-8 



1 1,071 



1,805 



75:3G 

75-58 
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Condition of Juveniles as to Parentage, Residence, Education, and 
Religion, 





j Criminals. 


Vagrants. 


10 Y ears and 


11 Years to 16 . 


£ 


H 


10 Years and 
under. 


£ 


17 Years to 20. 


H 


Parentage : 

Having both parents living, . 
Having both parents dead, 

Having father dead, 

Having mother dead, 

Total, 

Having stepfather, 

Having stepmother, 

Abandoned by parents, . 

Absconded from parents, 

Residence : 

County or Borough, 

Other localities, .... 

Total, .. 

Education : 

Read and Write, .... 

Read imperfectly 

Know Spelling, .... 

Know Alphabet, .... 

Wholly illiterate, .... 


19 

5 

4 

3 


270 

200 

186 

97 


174 

128 

129 

59. 


463 

333 

319 

159 


34 

15 

41 

18 


107 

590 

114 

57 


9 

59 

15 

12 


150 
664 
170 
' 87 


31 

1 


753 


490 


1,274 


108 


868 


95 


1,071 


16 

9 


4 

4 


20 

13 


2 


9 

7 


~ 


14 

9 


18 

20 


2 

19 


21 

39 




22 

30 


1 

5 


23 

35 


22 

9 


420 

333 


283 

207 


725 

549 


55 

53 


130 

738 


16 

79 


201 

870 


31 


753 


490 


1,274 


108 


868 


95 


1,071 


5 

4 

2 

20 


235 

148 

56 

3U 


231 

60 

13 


471 

212 

71 


4 

6 

20 


281 

100 

175 


29 

8. 

15 


314 

114 

210 




520 


78 


3i2 


43 


433 


Total, 


31 


753 


490 


1,274 


108 


868 


95 


1,071 " 

22 

1,049 


Religion : 

Protestant, 

Presbyterian, 

Roman Catholic, .... 

Total 


5 

26 


35 

2 

716 


I 

47 

4 

439 


87 

6 

1,181 


1 

107 


18 

850 


3 

92 


31 


753 


490 


1,274 J 


108 


868 


95 


1,071 



.By reference to preceding table it will be observed that the 
entire number of juveniles committed in the year 1855 comprises 
1,374 criminals, and 1,071 vagrants— total, 2,345. Of the former, 
there were 31 of the ages of 10 years and under, 753 from 11 
to 16, and 4 90 from 17 to 20. In the year 1854 the number of 
cnmmal juveniles committed was 1,579. Of these, 51 were of 
the age of 10 years and under, 769 from 11 to 16, 777 from 17 
to 20. In contrasting these numbers we find that the propor- 
tion of each age to the total number committed stands thus : 




The number of vagrants in 1 854 amounted to 1,805 — of whom 

oi I We mi 10 ye * ls of age ancl ™ der > 1 > 34a from 11 to 16, and 
316. Their relative proportion is thus exhibited : — . 



10 Years and under, 10-3 per cent, in 1854, 7-62 in 1855, 2-68 Decrease. 

7 ” Sen’ • 56 '^ ” >> 61-25 „ 5-25 Increase. 

" ” to2tl - • 9 ' 01 „ „ 6-70 „ 2-31 Decrease. 

Of the number of criminals, 463 were found to have both 
parents living, 333 as having both dead, 319 as having no father 

c 2 
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and 159 no mother. Of tlie total of these, 30 had stepfathers, 
and 13 stepmothers; 31 were abandoned by their parents, and 
39 had absconded from them. In comparing these again with 
the relative numbers of 1854, the proportion to the gross total 
is as follows:— 



Parents living, . 


. 36-34 per cent, in 1855, 


. 40-76 in 1854. 


Both dead, 


. 26-13 


, i >> 


. 21-52 „ 


Father dead. 


. 25-04 


>» ,» 


. 25 '5 1 , , 


Mother dead, . 


. 12-48 


,, j * 


. 12-04 


Abandoned, 


1-64 




1-38 


Absconded, 


2-40 




4*93 ,, 



Of the vagrants in 1855, 150 are recorded as having both 
parents living, 664 as having both dead, 1 / 0 had no father, and 
87 no mother. Of these numbers, 14 had stepfathers, 9 had 
stepmothers, 33 were abandoned by their parents, and 35 had 
absconded from them. In balancing these numbers with those 
of 1854 the result is as below:— 




Description of Punishment. 



Confined in Solitary c 
and Water, . 



Do. do. on full diet, 

Do. do. do. 

Do. in Separate Cell on 
Bread and Water. 

Do. do. do. 

Do. do. do. 

Do. do. on half diet, 

Do. do. do. 

Do. do. do. 

Do. do., half dinner, 

At their respective labour on 
half diet, .... 
Do. do. do. 

Do. do. do. 

Do. do., half dinner, 

Do. do., half breakf.j 

Supper bread forfeited, . . | 

Do. do. . . | 

Do. do. . . j 

Forfeited their earnings, 

Locked up without decrease of ; 
diet, I 



One pound of bread per 
diem is the allowance 
of food for prisoners 
on bread and water. 
Half diet consists of 4 oz. 
> of oatmeal in stirabout, 
and £ pint of new milk, 
for breakfast, and 7 oz. 
of bread and £ pint of 
new milk or gruel for 
dinner. 



The punishments recorded in the above return show a 
decrease of 666 from those awarded in 1854, the cause of which 
is to be attributed to the falling-off in the committals, and more 
particularly to the extension of the system of separate con- 
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finemerit. Nearly four-fifths of the number of prisoners pun- 
ished were criminal juveniles, who are generally the most 
troublesome and mischievous inmates of the prison. In one 
case only it was found necessary to have recourse to the autho- 
rity of the Board — a prisoner of very bad character and conduct 
having refused to work, and having persisted in his contumacy 
for a considerable period. 

ACCOMMODATION. 



267 Cells in lo Classes. 

1 Dormitory for 20 Vagrants, 
now used as Coal Store. 

1 Hospital containing 6 Wards, 
and 2 Rooms with 66 Beds. 

20 Airing Yards. 

10 Solitary Cells. 

1 Kitchen attached to Hospital. 

1 General Kitchen. 

1 Bakery, with Bread Store at- 
tached. 

1 Reception Room. 

1 Bath Room, with three Baths. 

1 Prisoners’ Private Clothes 
Store. 

1 Fumigating Stove, with Room 
attached. 

1 Laundry, with Drying Closet 
and Mangling Loft. 

1 Church, for Protestant and 
Roman Catholic worship. 



1 Medical Inspection Room. 

1 School Ropm attached to Cri- 
minal Juvenile Class. 

1 General Store. 

2 Flour and Oatmeal Stores. 

1 Store for Manufactured Goods. 

0 Stores for Wheat, attached to 

Capstan Mill. 

2 Do. for Coir-yarn. 

1 Do. attached to Weaving 

Class. 

1 Matting Weaving Room, with 
Six Looms. 

1 Coir Sorting Room. 

1 Straw Store. 

1 Carpenter’s Work Shop. 

1 Turner’s Do. 

1 Smith’s Forge. 

5 Wooden Sheds, used as Day 
Rooms. 



The accommodation recorded in the above return is adequate 
for the “separation ” of every prisoner at night; but none of the 
cells on the west side of the upper prison, which amount to 94, 
being provided with artificial heating, the system of separate 
confinement can only be applied partially during the day to 
the majority of the prisoners convicted. The present mode of 
heating the corridors with gun-barrel pipes has long since been 
condemned as ineffectual and expensive, and as affording but 
little warmth to the cells, even when the doors are opened. A 
portion of the apparatus is at present out of order, and the 
Board of Superintendence having under consideration the 
adoption of the plan adopted by the last Board for the east 
side of the prison, which has been tested during the past winter, 
and found to be highly successful, not only in point of efficacy, 
but also in that of economy and simplicity of management, it 
is to be hoped that similar advantages will be extended to the 
entire of the upper prison. It is of the utmost importance that 
the classes, where industrial employment is carried on in the 
cells, should be provided with every means essential for a rigid 
enforcement of the “ separate system.” In the weaving class, 
particularly, a stringent rule of discipline upon this principle is 
most required— -the prisoners being chiefly criminal juveniles 
previously convicted of serious offences, but exempted from the 
treadmill or any other punitive “ hard labour,” on the grounds 
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Appendix to Thirty-fourth Report of 

of either physical unfitness or their having been committed for 
misdemeanors only. 

The entire east side of the upper prison, containing 83 cells, 
and a section in the lower prison, consisting of 18 cells, are 
now perfectly fit for separate confinement. The former is 
divided into four classes, besides the hospital — one of them, 
No. 7, is assigned to shoemakers and tailors, and to a few other 
tradesmen who work in various parts of the prison or in the 
workshops ; No. 8 is occupied by prisoners who have been fre- 
quently re-committed, and by convicts under sentence of trans- 
portation or penal servitude. The separate system is applied 
to them all, except to some of the best conducted convicts who 
are engaged in mat-making in the corridors, where two are 
required to work together. Those sentenced to imprisonment 
are employed on the treadmill, and are kept in strict separation 
when in their class, but exercise in comparative association in 
the airing yard. No. 9 ward is attached to the school, and 
is appropriated exclusively to criminal juveniles, under strict 
rule of separation. The class referred to in the lower prison 
is allotted to juvenile vagrants ; those who have been very often 
re-committed being also placed under the same form of disci- 
pline and excluded from school. There are four other divisions 
in the lower prison, one of which comprises the prisoners who 
work at the capstan mill ; the second, those committed for the 
first time and sentenced to the treadmill ; the third, the adult 
vagrants ; and the fourth is now converted into another criminal 
juvenile class, in consequence of their rapid increase since the 
1st of January. None of these four sections are provided with 
gongs or water-closets in the corridors, but the cells are suffi- 
ciently large and lightsome, and are duly heated and ventilated. 
The fifth section, embracing 18 cells, was heated last year on 
the same principle as the east side of the upper prison, at an 
expense of £16 6s. 11 d., or at the rate of £2 11s. 6 d. per cell : 
the saving of coal being two stone per diem, and the tempera- 
ture in the cells being much higher than that attained by the 
former plan. The heating of the 83 cells, and of 9 corridors 
(9J feet wide, and measuring altogether 900 feet long), and also 
3 wards in the Hospital with 30 beds, and 9 cells in the yard 
used for punishment, cost the sum ot £248 8s. 'id. The entire 
consumption of coal amounts to but 3£ cwt. per diem, being a 
saving of nearly 3 cwt. daily, or 27 tons for the winter season ; 
and it is further to be considered that not only is a larger area 
thus warmed, but that the apparatus is less liable to derange- 
ment and to the consequent expenses of repair. 

All the cells in the upper and lower prisons are well venti- 
lated, with the exception of two wards containing 11 cells each, 
the windows of which afford scarcely any light or supply of air. 
As these are used, however, for the short confinement of pri- 
soners before trial, no detriment to health has arisen from it ; 
nevertheless, as soon as opportunity offers it is in contemplation 
to execute the necessary alterations. Of the 267 cells which 
the prison affords, 67 are suited for the confinement of one 
prisoner, 127 are single cells of larger dimensions, in which on 
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an emergency three prisoners might be confined without injury 


North 


to health — and the remaining 


77 are fully sufficient to accom- 


District. 


modate the latter number' of occupants. 




Dublin 


Stock of Bedding and Clothing. 




Prisons. 




No. 




No. 


Richmond 


Pairs of Blankets, 


473 


Shirts, .... 


837 


Bridewell. 


„ Sheets, 


77 


Jackets, .... 


728 




Rugs, 


556 


Trowsers, 


662 




Hammocks or Cots, . 


439 


Waistcoats, 


237 




Bed-ticks, 


233 


Caps, . . i . 


725 




Pillow-cases, 


90 


Pairs of Shoes, 


528 




Employment 


on the 


31st December, 1855. 






Productive Employment. 




Productive Employment. 






Baking, 


. 4 


Warping Coir yarn, . 1 






Carpentering, 


. 1 


_ 


96 




Mat making, 


. 21 


Punitive Employment. 






Making tufts for mats, 


. 3 


Capstan mill, . .15 






Painting, 


. 1 


Treadmill, . . 22 






Picking Coir fibre, 


. 27 





37 




Plaiting Coir yarn, 


• 7 


Wardsmen, cleaning, and 






Shoemaking, 


. 3 


cooking, &c., . 


39 




Smiths’ work, 


. 1 


In Hospital, unemployed, . 


31 




Sorting and splicing Coir 


Unemployed in Reception 






yarn, 


. 6 


Ward, .... 


22 




Tailoring, 


. 1 


Unemployed Deserters, 


8 




Washing in laundry, 


. 4 


„ Under punishment, 3 




Weaving mats, 


. 7 


_ 







Weaving matting, . 


. 6 




236 




Weaving corduroy and j 








calicoes, 


• 3 









Articles manufactured and made up in the Prison. 



170 yards of Linsey Woolsey. 
908^ „ Corduroy. 

997 „ Striped Calico. 

484 „ Plain do. 

80 pairs of Blankets. 

306 yards of Frieze. 

55 „ Check for Kerchiefs. 
378 „ Do. Aprons. 
319 pairs of Shoes. 

13,038 yards Cocoa matting. 

809 Brush mats, 7,961 lbs. 

412 Rope mats, 2,289 lb«. 

1,718 Wool bordered, 6,250 sq. ft. 
123 Wool Rug, 459 square feet. 
31 Scrubbers. 

48 Jackets. 



302 Trowsers. 

56 Vests. 

3 Bed-ticks. 

30 Mattresses. 

1,176 Jackets repaired. 

1,746 Trowsers do. 

1,005 Shoes do. 

348 Caps do. 

191 Vests do. 

15 pairs Blankets do. 

19 Rugs do. 

12 pairs of Sheets do. 

237/ Quart and Pint Tins. 
14,200 Nails for different uses. 
26,500 Shoe Nails. 



All the materials of the above articles of bedding and 
clothing have hitherto been manufactured in the prison, and 
valued at prices for which similar articles or materials have 
been offered by contract, but having been found in some cases 
to involve an actual loss, or in the remainder to produce a very 
slight profit, it is intended, as soon as the present stock on 
hands is worked off, to apply the labour to more remunerative 
objects. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




24 



Appendix to Thirty -fourth Report of 



North 

District. 

Dublin 

Prisons. 

Richmond 

Bridewell. 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Inspectors- General of Prisons in Ireland. 



25 



North 

District. 



j Employment. 

The industrial operations carried on during the past year, were 
chiefly confined to mat-making, to the weaving of matting and 
mats, and to picking cocoa fibre, as the most remunerative forms 
of labour. Weaving corduroy, calico, check, linsey, frieze, and 
blankets, gave employment to a few, but without much benefit 
to the public, except that the prisoners were trained to working 
habits, and furnished with the means of earning their bread, 
when discharged. 

The Abstract account of the work and profit thereon shows 
that the stock on the first of January, 1855, amounted to 
£1,106 Os. 11 \d., and the materials and implements bought 
during the year to £1,513 17s. lotf., which two sums, together 
with £57 15s. 5f at, paid to prisoners as their proportion of the 
earnings, form the total sum of £3,077 Os. 3rf., as the actual 
cost of work. 

The sales made during the year amounted to £1,818 15s. lid., 
and the value of stock on the first of January, 1856, to £1,286 
11s. 9 d., making together £3,105 7s. 8 d., and giving a balance 
(after deducting £50 Is. 9 d., as the cost of bread issued to 
prisoners employed at exhausting labour, and for the keeping 
of a horse to deliver goods,) of £872 5s. 8 d. as the net total of 
profit for the year. This sum has fallen short of the profits of 
1854, by £135 Os. Id., but a comparison of the numbers con- 
fined in the two years exhibits a reduction in the average of the 
latter of no less than 139. It should be further observed that 
most of the prisoners committed in 1855 were either juveniles 
or adults, unfit for hard labour. In fact, the persons commit- 
ted for hard labour, and found physically fit for it, declined so 
much that considerable difficulty was experienced in obtaining 
a sufficient number to work the tread-mill ; the capstan-mill also 
has been occasionally idle for want of a full complement of 
adult prisoners. In proof of this, a reference to the return of 
the employment on the 31st December, 1855, will establish, 
that of 236 prisoners in custody, 96 only were employed at 
remunerative work, and of these the greater number were juven- 
iles, including those, who attended school, and were therefore, 
not available. The bakers, laundry-men, and tradesmen, for 
whose labour no credit is taken, are also included in that head- 
ing. Of the remainder, there were 23 on the tread-mill, 15 at 
the capstan-mill, 39 as wardsmen, engaged in cleaning and 
cooking, .31 in hospital, 22 in the reception ward, unemployed, 

8 deserters, and 3 under punishment. It will be seen, however, 
that notwithstanding the large decrease of prisoners the amount 
oi profit, viz., £360 6s. 8 d., derived from the chief source of 
employment, namely, the manufacture of mats and matting, fell 
short only by £23 13s. 2d., of the sum stated in the account 
of 1854, viz., £383 19s. Wd. 

The following is an Abstract of the state of the Manufacturing 
Department on the first of January, 1856 : — 
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Abstract state of the Manufacture Accounts of Richmond Bride- 
well, on the 1st of January, 1856. 

Dr. £ s. d. 

To amount of Capital, . . . 516 7 3 

,, due the Board of Superinten- 
dence, being balance of pro- 
fits for the year 1854, . 497 5 9f £ s. d. 

1,013 13 0£ 

To Debts due to the Public, . . . 742 8 7 

„ Balance, being the Nett Profit for the Year, 372 5 8 

£2,128 7 3£ 

Or. £ 

By amount of Stock on hands, . 

„ Debts due the Manufacture Department 
by the Board of Superintendence, . 247 
„ Debts due by the public, . . 548 

„ Cash in Governor’s hands, . . 25 



£2,128 7 3| 

School Report for the Year ending 31st December, 1855. 
Criminals. 

January 1st. — Remaining at School of Juvenile Felons, 



Misdemeanants, and Summary Convictions, . . 33 

Admitted during the year, . . . .247 

280 

First Committals, . . . . 154 

Re-committals, . . . . . .126 

280 

Confined from 14 days to 2 months, each, . . 232 

Confined from 2 to 12 months, each, ... 48 

280 

Ages — F rom 7 to 10 years, each, ... 23 

From 10 to 16 years, each, . . .257 

280 

Religion — P rotestants, . . . . .15 

Roman Catholics, . . . .265 

280 

Vagrants. 

January 1st. — Remaining at School of Juvenile Vagrants, 27 
Admitted during the year, .... 500 

• 527 

First Committals, . . . . .117 

Re-committals, . . . . .410 

527 

Vagrants confined for 7 days, each, . . . 17 

Vagrants confined for 14 days, each, . . . 365 

Vagrants confined for 21 days, each, . . . 132 

Vagrants confined for 1 month, each, ... 13 

527 

Ages — F rom 7 to 10 years, each, ... 71 

From 10 to 16 years, each, . . . 456 

527 

Religion — P rotestants, ; .... 5 

Roman Catholics, .... 522 

527 
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School Report — continued. 







Advanced to 
Spelling. 


J« 

<1 


Advanced to 
Writing. 


1 3 


Advanced to 
Rule of Three. 


Short periods, 
or otherwise 
prevented. 


Unwilling to 
learn. 


Total. 


Gross 

Total. 


Daily average 
attendance. | 


Criminals : 


























Began Alphabet, 


75 


59 










6 


4 


75 


' 






„ Sp*elling, 


100 




50 


5 


i 




30 


14 


100 








„ Reading, 


70 






26 


7 




29 


8 


70 








„ Writing, 










14 




9 




25 








„ Arithmetic, . 


10 










3 


6 


i 


10 








)t Rule of Three, 




















J 






Total, . 


280 


59 


56 


31 


22 


5 


80 


27 








Vagrants : 


























Began Alphabet, 


126 


91 










25 


10 


126 


' 






„ Spelling, 


132 




45 








65 


22 


132 








„ Reading, 


163 






13 






130 


20 


163 




„„„ 


LQ 


„ Writing, 


51 








34 




16 


1 


51 






re 


„ Arithmetic, . 


41 










10 


30 


1 


41 








„ Rule of Three, 


14 
















14 


. 






Total, 


527 


91 


45 


13 


34 


10 


266 


54 








Gross Total, . 


807 


150 


101 


44 


56 


15 


346 


81 






807 


43 


In 1854, . 


741 


107 


99 


74 


46 


6 


278 


131 






741 


60 


Difference, 


66 


43 


2 


34 


10 


9 


68 


50 




66 


23 



The number of j uvenile offenders who attended school during 
the year 1855 was 807 — viz., 280 criminals, and 527 vagrants. 
Of the former, 173 made some advance in learning, but the 
remaining 107 failed to do so in consequence of their terms of 
imprisonment being too short, and of unwillingness in a few 
cases to receive instruction. Of the vagrants, 193 made pro- 
gress, but 260 made none, for the same reason as that assigned 
for the criminals. The daily average number who attended 
school amounted last year to 24 criminals and 19 vagrants ; and 
in the year 1854 that of the former was 28, and of the latter, 
32, being together 60 : and thus giving a decrease in 1855 of 
23. This decrease, however, is partially caused by the reduction 
experienced in the total of juvenile vagrants committed in 1855 ; 
and it has also arisen from the exclusion of incorrigible offenders 
from school, and of those whose conduct renders their with- 
drawal from it indispensable. On the day of inspection the 
aggregate of juveniles in the prison, at 16 years of age and 
under, amounted to 84, of whom 25 were attending school — 
29 were in separate confinement, and therefore withheld from 
school, as being either old offenders, or boys on their first con- 
viction who required no schooling, and whom it was desirable 
to protect from contact with other prisoners ; 4 were for trial : 
3 were under sentence of penal servitude ; 12 were in hospital 
under treatment for scald heads and for scrofula ; and 11 were 
m the reception ward, awaiting medical inspection previously 
to their being classed. 

The practice of excluding bad characters from school, and 
Keeping them under a stringent rule of. separation has been 
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North attended with beneficial results, as proved by the fact that many 
Di stric t. 0 j,j offenders have been deterred from returning, and that those 
Durum who are debarred from association with other boys, either at 
Prisoms. school or at exercise, are ordinarily found to make promises of 
Richmond good conduct in the prison, and of reformation outside, if per- 
Bridewell, mission were granted to them to resume their attendance. 

The system adopted in the early part of last year, of not 
combining the j uvenile vagrants with the criminals at school, 
has been discontinued in consequence of the diminution of the 
former. Both attend now together, by which arrangement their 
time at school is extended from 10 until 1 o’clock, instead of a 
period of only two hours being devoted to the instruction of 
the criminals, and one and a-half to the vagrants. Each class, 
however, is kept apart in the school-room ; and besides then- 
being under the immediate supervision of the head master, the 
warder of the class attached to the school (who acts as assistant 
master) is always present, except when at the half hour daily- 
allocated for teaching the catechism to tiie Boman Catholic 
prisoners by the head master, the assistant (who is a Protestant) 
retires to instruct those of his own persuasion in the class, who 
seldom exceed two — the total who attended school during the 
year 1855 being only 20 to 779 Boman Catholics. 

The respective chaplains visit the school frequently, and test 
the advancement of the pupils, as recorded in the Registry, 
which is kept with accuracy. 

The system of teaching is that of the National Board of 
Education, upon whose recommendation the schoolmaster, Mr. 
Michael M’Gratli, -was originally appointed by the Board of 
Superintendence, and was promoted, having been found to be 
fully qualified for the important duties of his office, on the 
retirement of the late schoolmaster, Mr. Hamil. Besides his 
duties in the school, he devotes one hour in the morning and 
one in the afternoon to instructing in their catechism the adult 
prisoners in their respective wards — thus avoiding the objec- 
tionable practice which had prevailed for some time, of one. 
prisoner being selected to read for and teach the others, with- 
out being under the constant supervision of an officer. 

The following is the Time Table of the school : — 

School commences at 10 o’clock, a.m., and ends at 1 o’clock, p.m.. 
daily. Criminal and Vagrant Juveniles attend School at the same 
time, but are separated from each other. 

From f First and Second Classes prepare Lessons. 

10 to 1 1 o’clock, -] Sequel Class Reads. 

Daily. f Third Class Writes. 

( First and Second Classes Read. 

From ; Sequel Class Writes. 

11 to 11 j. Third Class at Reading; and 

X Grammar on alternate days. 

( First and Second Classes Spell. 

From J Sequel Reads. 

Ilf to 12^. V Third Class at Arithmetic ; and 
( Geography on alternate days. 

12ls to 1 o’clock: — All at Religious Instruction. 
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Dietary authorized by the Inspectors-General of Prisons, with the 
approval of the Court of Queen’s Bench, pursuant to 84tli sec. of 
7th Geo. 4th, cap. 74. 



For Prisoners whose Terms of Imprisonment exceed One Calendar 
Month. 



Males. 


Class 1.— Males, 15 Yoars of Age and 
upwards. 


Class 3.— Juveniles under 15 Years 
of Age. 


, 


Every Day in the Week. 


Every Day in the Week. 


Breakfast, < 


8 oz. of oatmeal in stirabout. 


5 oz. oatmeal in stirabout. 


( 


% pint of new milk. 


4 pint new milk. 


r 

i 


Five Days in the Week. 




14 oz. whole wheatmeal bread. 


8 oz. wholemeal bread. 


i 


1 pint new milk. 


1 pint vegetable soup. 


Dinner, 

Supper, 


Two Days in the Week. 

1 pint gruel (made on 1 oz. oat- 
meal) in lieu of milk. 


4 oz. of bread. 



For Prisoners whose Terms of Imprisonment do not exceed One 
Calendar Month. 



Breakfast, 


Every Day in the Week. 
Same as above. 


Every Day in the IVeek. 
Same as above. 


Dinner, j 


14 oz. whole wheatmeal bread. 


8 oz. whole wheatmeal bread. 


1 pint vegetable soup. 


1 pint vegetable soup. 


Supper, 




4 oz. of bread. 



The above dietary has sustained the sanitary condition of the 
prison, and it is the opinion of the medical officers that the 
vegetable soup, used twice a week in lieu of milk for dinner, 
has contributed much to the general health during the past 
year. The vegetables being supplied gratis from the garden in 
the prison, the cost of the allowance of one pint of soup w r as 
not above one-seventh of that of a pint of milk, whilst the 
former is found to be preferred by most of the prisoners. The 
cost of dietary per day for each prisoner during the week, accord- 
ing to the above scale, for adults, was on the 

. 3-875<Z. 

. 4-044 d. 

. 3-607</. 

. 2-848rf. 

Neither gruel nor vegetable soup was used on the 1st of 
January, 1853-4-5, and the prices of provisions for each year 
stood: — For oatmeal, 136-. per cwt. ; bread, 6 d. per 4lbs. ; and 
milk, 5 \d. per gallon — in 1853. In 1854 — Oatmeal, 16s. 10i/. 
per cwt. ; bread, 7j d. per 4lbs. ; milk, 5 ^d. per gallon. In 
1855 — Oatmeal, 17s. per cwt. ; bread, 8%d. per 4lbs. ; milk, Id. 
per gallon. In 1856 — Oatmeal, 18s. per cwt. ; bread, 8fc/. per 
Jibs. ; milk, 6 d. per gallon. 

The provisions are daily inspected by one or more of the 
chaplains, and no complaints appear in their report book. The 
only article used in the ordinary diet, which was contracted for 



1st January, 1856, 
„ ' 1855, 

„ 1854, 

„ 1853, 
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in the last year, was the milk. The oatmeal was purchased to 
the best advantage, in the market, by the Local Inspector, under 
the authority of the Board, and 400 hundred- weight having been 
bought in 1855, produced an increase in store of 8£ hundred- 
weight. 

The wheat, ground by the power of the capstan-mill, as well 
as the flour, required for the white bread baked for this prison 
and Grangegorman Penitentiary, was also bought by the Local 
Inspector, according to their respective requirements. 

Annexed is the account of the bakery, made out for the year 
1855 : — 

Bakeev Account for the year ending 31st December, 1855. 

Dr. £ s. d. 

To Amount of Stock on 1st January, 1855, . . . . 337 15 2 

„ Wheat bought to 31st December, 1855, £632 4 4 



Plour 


do. 


do. 


1,595 


17 


10 


2,228 


2 


2 


Barm 


do. 


do. 


51 


19 


6 








Salt 


do. 


do. 


3 


14 


8 








Coals 


do. 


do. 


24 


18 


8 


80 


12 


10 


Keeping of Horse for one half year, 


19 


10 


0 








Plour Machine, . 


„ 


15 


16 


0 








Incidents, 






7 


7 


10 








Wages of Miller and Baker, 








98 11 


8 












£2,787 


15 


8 



Cr. 

By Produce of Bakery from 1st January to 31st December, 1855 
Bread baked and delivered at Richmond Bridewell, 

Brown Bread, 21, 260 \ 

White Bread, 13,505 

Total, 34,765^4 lb. loaves, at 8-34307rf., . 1,208 10 11 

Bread issued to prisoners employed at Industrial labour. 

Brown Bread, 716| 4 lb. loaves, at 8'34307rf., . 24 18 3 

Bread issued to Convicts at Industrial labour, 

White Bread, 223 1 4 lb. loaves, at 8 -34307 d., . 7 15 6 

Bread delivered to Grangegorman Penitentiary, 

Brown Bread, 23,967 f 
White Bread, 12,855 

Total, 36,822f 4 lb. loaves, at 8-34307rf., . 1,280 1 2 

Brown Bread in Store, 1st January, 1856, 162£ 

White Bread do. do. 72 J 

Total, 234| 4 lb. loaves. 

By Amount received for Bran and Screenings sold, . . 23 18 3 

,, Value of Stock in Store on 1st January, 1856, . . , 242 11 7 

£2,787 15 8 

The amount of flour and wholemeal made into bread was 
2,094 cwt., which produced in rolls of 12 and 14 oz. each,, and 
in 2 lb. loaves, the quantity equal to 72,763 4 lb. loaves ; or at 
the rate of 87 loaves per sack of flour, which is a fair result, 
taking into consideration the full weight each roll and loaf must 
contain. The actual cost of each 4 lb. loaf, including all ex- 
penses connected with the mill and bakery, save the prisoners' 
labour, is 8*34307^., or about 8f d. The average price of the 
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bread of second quality, sold by the bakers in Dublin lastyear, 
was 9 id, which shows a difference of 7'8193 per 4 lb., and gives 
a saving of £237 Is. 3a!. This sum is not so large as that of 
the saving which appears in the account of 1854 ; but this de- 
crease is obviously caused by the smaller quantity of provisions 
required for the lower aggregate of prisoners; the bread baked 
in 1854 having amounted to 97,364 4 lb. loaves, or 24,601 more 
than in 1855. 

Bools and Accounts . 

The Registries, and the other books prescribed by the Court 
of Queen's Bench, are strictly kept; and the foregoing Abstracts 
of accounts, which are examined and certified by the Local 
Inspector, prove that this important department of administra- 
tion is maintained with zeal, clearness, and accuracy. 

Total cost of gaol in 1853, £0,698 14s. 11 d.; in 1854, 
£7,104 4s. Id . ; in 1855, £5,773 11s. 5 d. 

Ofeicers and Salaries. 



i Assis 



Local Inspector, 

Physician, 

Surgeon, 

Protestant Chaplain, 
Roman Catholic do., 
Presbyterian do., 
Governor, 

Chief Warder, 

Registrar and Clerk, 
Assistant Clerk, 

Master of Works, . 
Storekeeper, . 

Court Attendant and 
Chief Warder, 
Schoolmaster, 

Kitchen and Bakery Wart 
Reception Warder, 
Gatekeeper, . 

Weaving Master, 

Assistant Court Attendant, 
Laundry Warder, . 

.First Class Trades’ Wardei 
Hall Porter, . 

Tread-mill Warder, 
Capstan-mill Warder, 
Hospital Warders, . 

Warder over Juveniles 
Assistant in School, 

Do. 2nd Class, 

Watchmen, . 

Carter and Messenger, 



istant 

■der, 



Annual 

Salary. 


Amount. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


300 


0 


0 


150 


0 


0 


200 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 


300 


0 


0 


150 


0 


0 


50 


0 


0 


50 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 


33 


6 


8 


33 


6 


8 


400 


0 


0 


400 


0 


0 


84 


0 


0 


84 


0 


0 


90 


0 


0 


90 


0 


0 


52 


0 


0 


52 


0 


0 


64 


0 


0 


64 


0 


0 


74 


0 


0 


74 


0 


0 


66 


0 


0 


66 


0 


0 


64 


0 


0 


64 


0 


0 


65 


0 


0 


65 


0 


0 


56 


0 


0 


56 


0 


0 


56 


0 


0 


56 


0 


0 


56 


0 


0 


56 


0 


0 


56 


0 


0 


56 


0 


0 


56 


0 


0 


56 


0 


0 


56 


0 


0 


. 112 


0 


0 


44 


0 


0 


44 


0 


0 


44 


0 


0 


44 


0 


0 


44 


0 


0 


44 


0 


0 


44 


0 


0 


88 


0 


0 


54 


0 


0 


54 


0 


0 


44 


0 


0 


308 


0 


0 


40 


0 


0 


80 


0 


0 


26 


0 


0 


26 


0 


0 


- 






2,622 


6 


8 ! 



1 These sums are only half 
of the salaries of those 
officers, the other half 
is charged to Grange- 
gorman Penitentiary. 



All the officers on til* 
Prison Staff are allow- 
ed 161bs. of bread and 
14 pints milk per 
week ; £ lb. soap and 
f lb. of candles per 
week, 3 stone of coal 
in winter and 2 in 
summer, per diem, to 
each Resident Officer, 
and 1 stone per diem 
to each of those who 
mess in the Prison, 
but reside outside with 
their families. 



With the exception of one of the watchmen having been super- 
annuated, after 38 years’ service, to whom a successor has been 
.appointed, subject to a probation, which has not as yet expired, 
no change has taken place in the staff of this prison since the 
last annual inspection. 

As the low state of the prison may give rise to the consideration 
whether the number of warders on the staff ought to be reduced, 
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it is right to remark that the classification being the same, and 
the construction of the building rendering any modification in 
the present arrangements impracticable, without serious detri- 
ment to discipline, it would be very injudicious to diminish the 
present number of warders, which does not exceed the ordinary 
requirements of the prison, especially when it is borne in mind, 
that wherever the separate system is introduced, the duties of 
each warder become more onerous, although having a less num- 
ber of prisoners under his charge ; again, the frequent indis- 
position of the officers throws a greater amount of labour and 
responsibility upon those who are available, as there are no 
supernumeraries to fill the place of those thus temporarily 
withdrawn. 

Number of Visits paid by the undermentioned Officers in the 
year 1855 : — 

Charles P. Gavin, Esq., Local Inspector, . 172 

Rev. James Quinton, Protestant Chaplain, . 159 

Rev. William Brock, Roman Catholic Chaplain, 452 
Rev. Joseph Hunter, Presbyterian Chaplain, . 153 

A. Banon, Esq., Physician, . . . 277 

A. Read, Esq., Surgeon, . . . . 103 

The Roman Catholic Chaplain is bound under the 12th and 
13th Vic., chap. 55, to attend every day, and to give his undi- 
vided time and attention to the duties of his office. The attend- 
ance of all the other officers has been regular, and in accord- 
ance with the provision of the Prisons’ Act. One of the medical 
officers attends alternately every day, for the purpose of inspect- 
ing the prisoners committed, before passing them into their 
respective wards, as directed by the 19th Rule of the 109th 
section of the 7th George IV., chap. 74. 

Return of the Number of Medical and Surgical Patients ad- 
mitted into Hospital,. in the Years 1854 and 1855, and of the 
Slight Cases treated outside of the Hospital, with the average 
and daily attendance, number of Deaths, &c. 



Medical : 


No. of 
Patient* 
in 1855. 


Total No. of 
Patient* 
in 1851. 


Fever and febrile complaints, 


99 


- 


Pneumonia, bronchitis, and other pulmonary affections, 104 
Gastritis, diarrhoea, and other affections of stomach and 




bowels, 


69 


- 


Hepatic diseases, jaundice, &c., 


6 


- 


Apoplexy, 


1 


- 


Epilepsy, 


8 


- 


Insanity and mental imbecility, 


25 


- 


Delirium tremens, 


10 




Gout and rheumatism, 


24 


- 


Diseases of debility, and other diseases, 


59 


- 


Malingering, 


7 





Total, 


412 


586 


Slight cases treated out of hospital, 


. 1,965 


3,202 
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Return — continued. 

Surgical : 

Venereal diseases, primary and secondary, or consti- 
tutional, including specific ulcers, Ac., affections of 
the osseous and articular structures, the eye and 
throat, and various eruptions, . 

Scrofulous diseases, including ulcers, abscess affec- 
tions of the lymphatic and mesenteric glands, the 
bones and joints, and various organs of sense and 
nerves, ..... 

Inflammation, its results and varieties, ulcers, abscess, 
caries, gangrene, phagedena, erysipelas, anthrax, 
and varicose inflammation and ulcer, 

Ophthalmia, various forms and complications, 

Skin diseases, including lepra, psoriasis, impetigo, 
scabies, ..... 

Porrigo, or contagious scald head, 

Urinary and genital system, diseases of, including 
strictures of the urethra, retention of urine, hydro- 
cele, and orchitis, .... 

Hemorrhoidal diseases, stricture of the rectum, and 
varieties of hernia or rupture, . 

Wounds, contusions and fractures, scalds, burns, and 
frost bites, ..... 

Malingering, or causing ulcers, sores, and ophthalmia, 
factitiously, ..... 



Total, 


792 


996 


Slight cases treated out of hospital, 


. 1,288 


2,970 


Gross total admitted into hospital, . 


. 1,204 


1,582 


Gross total of slight cases treated out of hospital, 


. 3,253 


6,172 


Average under treatment in hospital daily, . 


37 


45 


Number of deaths, .... 


5 


5 


Gross number of committals to this prison, . 


. 4,953 


7,287 


Average number in custody daily, . 


322 


461 


Number of lunatics remaining in confinement on 


1st January, 1855, 3 


„ „ committed during the year, 




31 


Total, 




34 


Discharged convalescent, 


. 2 




Removed to District Asylum, . 


29 




„ Four Courts Marshalsea, . 


1 




Died, ..... 


1 




Remaining in confinement on 1st January, 1856, 1 


— 34 



The number of cases admitted into hospital during the year 
1855 amounted to 1,204, of which 412 were medical and 792 
surgical, being a reduction, as compared with the number ad- 
mitted in 1854 of 174 medical and 204 surgical cases. In the 
slight cases treated out of hospital the diminution was propor- 
tionately larger, being 1,965 in 1855 to 3,205 in 1854 in the 
medical, and 1,284 to 2,970 in the surgical. The ratio of the 
medical cases admitted into hospital to the gross number of 
committals in 1855 was above 83 per cent., whilst in 1854 it 

D 



No. of Total No. of 
Patients Patients 
in 1885. in 1854. 

239 

73 

186 

40 

90 

52 

23 

18 

66 

5 
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was hardly more than 8 per cent. The Surgical cases were 
nearly 10 per cent, in 1855, and about 13| in 1854, thus show- 
ing a decided increase in 1855 in proportion to the number of 
committals ; but such increase is quite consistent with the fact 
proved in the record of the ages of the prisoners committed, 
from which we learn that whilst the large decrease of commit- 
tals was chiefly confined to prisoners under 40 years of age, 
there was an increase in the number of those above that age, 
being the class from which the inmates of the hospital are 
mostly derived. In the cases not treated in hospital the ratio 
of those prescribed for by the physician was 39f per cent, in 
1855, and 44 per cent, in 1854, to speak approximatively, 
whilst that of surgical cases was 26 per cent, in 1855, and 40J 
per cent, in 1854 ; thus exhibiting a decrease in 1855 of nearly 
18J per cent, in the number of both taken collectively. The 
cause of this decrease in the lighter cases of sickness which 
occur in the prison, may be attributed in some degree to the 
general use of frieze waistcoats, which were first issued in the 
early part of 1855 ; but the pure air, the effective sewerage, the 
general cleanliness, and the careful examination of every pri- 
soner on his admission, must necessarily prevent the generation 
of the graver diseases within the walls, the rarity of which can 
be best measured by the small numbers of fatal cases; the 
deaths last year having been only 5, which were caused by 



Abscess of lungs, . . . - 1 

Delirium tremens, . - - - 1 

Disease of lungs and liver, . . .1 

Apoplexy, .... .2 



The hospital accommodation, consisting of 6 wards with 60 
beds, and one room for itch cases, and another for the treatment 
of sick officers, or any other special case, is found at present 
quite ample for the average of patients, which last year only 
reached to 37, while in the previous year it W'as 49. It is, 
however, greatly to be regretted, that the intermixture of all 
classes of prisoners in the same ward should prevail, and it 
would be extremely desirable to exclude from the hospital, and 
consequently from association, men of the worst character, when 
their cases are such as might be treated in the cells of their 
respective classes. The subject is one deserving the attention 
of the Medical Officers. Of the 3 wards used by the surgeon, 
one is for venereal cases ; the second for . scrofula sores, and 
other diseases ; and the third is occupied by boys with scald 
heads, always a numerous class. Of the physician’s wards one 
is for fever cases ; the second for convalescents and cases of 
cold, debility, &c. ; and the third for lunatics. The erection 
of two additional wards, a kitchen, and bath-room, with other 
essential improvements, has been in contemplation for the last 
two years, but none of these has been carried out, in consequence 
of tlie scarcity of prisoners capable of performing the work. It 
is intended to defer the erection of the wards, and to provide, 
as soon as practicable, the baths and water-closets proposed to 
be attached to them. 
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The medicines are still supplied by an apothecary, at £100 
per annum, pursuant to a contract made by the Grand Jury, 
and with the exception of the meat, which is also supplied 
by contract, all other extras, such as wine, tea, sugar, brandy, 
porter, &e., &.c., are bought as ordered by the medical officers: 
their cost last year having been £21 4 s. 7 d. 

Two warders are attached to the hospital, and sleep in the 
vicinity of the wards. One acts under the orders of the phy- 
sician, and the other under those of the surgeon, but both co- 
operate together in the general management and discipline, 
although each of them has his own duties defined. One goes 
through the wards of the prison every morning to ascertain if 
any prisoner complains of illness, or is in want of medicine, in 
order that the latter should be seen by the medical officer when 
he visits. He also attends the medical inspection of the prison- 
ers in the reception ward, and at the admission of those trans- 
mitted from the Police Offices. The Dietary Registries and 
other books are kept with correctness, and afford the means of 
checking all issues made to patients. 



Board of Superintendence appointed by Municipal Council for 
the Year 1855. 



Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, J oseph 
Boyce, Esq., j.p. 

Alderman Sir Timothy O’Brien, 
bart., m.p., j.p. 

Alderman Robert H. Kinahan, j.p. 
„ George Roe, d.l., j.p. 

„ George Hoyte, j.p. 



Alderman John Reynolds, j.p. 

„ Edward Hudson. 
Councillor John D. Atkin. 

„ Arthur Barlow. 

„ James Lambert. 

„ John A. Curran. 

„ Richard Wilson. 



Board of Superintendence appointed for 1856. 



Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, Fer- 
gus Farrell, Esq., j.p. 

Alderman John Reynolds, j.p. 

„ Sir Timothy O’Brien, 
bart., m.p., j.p. 

Alderman Robert H. Kinahan, j.p. 
Councillor Jeremiah Dunne, j.p. 



Councillor Thos. Hutton, d.l., j.p. 
„ James Plunkett. 

„ John A. Curran. 

„ Francis Pilsworth. 

„ John Bagnal. 

„ John Sweetman. 

„ James Whelan. 



General Observations . 

Having repeatedly inspected this prison during the year, at 
unexpected periods, and without previous notice, I have much 
pleasure in reporting that the cleanliness, order, and activity 
which I found to prevail, reflect great credit upon the officers in 
charge. Although it is scarcely within my province to comment 
upon the constitution of municipal committees, and although I 
am bound to state on my part, and on that of my ex-colleague, 
at the successive Boards of Superintendence with whom we 
iave been brought into official connexion have, on all occasions, 
een disposed to entertain with courtesy and attention such sug- 
gestions as we have felt it our duty to submit; yet I cannot refrain 

» 2 
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from expressing my regret that the appointment of the Board 
should now be committed to the chances of a ballot — a body to 
which is confided not only the expenditure of a considerablefund, 
but the administration of discipline, the selection of officers, (this 
privilege having been conceded by the Lord Lieutenant), and 
the daily dealing with a most difficult social and domestic ques- 
tion. The infusion of fresh energy and intelligence from time 
to time is doubtless . of great value, but it is of still greater im- 
portance to retain the presence of knowledge and experience, in 
order to secure uniformity of action, and to exercise a due 
influence and control over the officers, who, if they find that their 
superiors are not masters of the practical detail of prison 
management, are but too apt to fall into laxity and insubordi- 
nation. I venture to offer these remarks with less reserve at 
the present period, inasmuch as by good fortune the existing 
Board comprises several members who have frequently served. 

I have recorded above the amount of accommodation, and the 
facilities which exist for adapting the whole prison to “ separa- 
tion facilities which are further improved by the circumstances 
of the building, and by the reduction of offenders. Great, how- 
ever, as are the advantages of this system, ,when applied to 
criminals of all ages, they become of vital necessity in the case 
of juveniles, who continue to occupy in Great Britain, and on 
the Continent, the anxious attention of the wisest and most 
philanthropical legislators. 

In this country the public mind appears to have remained 
hitherto almost dormant, and I have, therefore, observed with 
sincere gratification, that the last Board, in their report, have 
strongly advocated the adoption of these institutions, with 
reference to which a Bill is now pending before Parliament. 
Differences of opinion may exist as to the form of such estab- 
lishments, and as to the due amount of interference on the part 
of the State, but none, I trust, in antagonism to the principle 
of them, particularly as to that of enforced parental responsi- 
bility. An analysis of the juveniles confined here during the 
year 1855, shows that though a very large proportion was in 
the condition of orphanage, many are to be found -whose parents 
are living, and follow such remunerative trades or occupations, 
as would enable them to educate their children suitably, or to 
contribute to their maintenance in Reformatories, if by imper- 
fect supervision or vicious example, the latter should have fallen 
into evil. 

With regard to those who are deprived of their natural pro- 
tectors, it is scarcely conceivable that any doubt should prevail 
as to the duty and policy of the State to prevent the growth of 
a class which, if abandoned to neglect, must inevitably arrive at 
a dangerous and destructive maturity. I would conclude by 
again urging upon the consideration of the municipal authori- 
ties the propriety of giving their aid and countenance to the 
establishment of Refuges or “ Societes de patronage such as 
exist in Paris, inasmuch as they are peculiarly suited to the cir- 
cumstances of a large city, and that in them private benevolence 
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has a large field for its exercise, without limit or restraint;— 
indeed without them the treatment of juveniles in Reforma- 
tories is necessarily imperfect; a truth clearly and unhesitat- 
ingly avowed by the French Government, which in its wisdom 
and foresight, has long taken the lead in successful experiments 
for the amelioration of youthful delinquents. 

I subjoin an extract from the Thirty-first Report of the 
Inspectors-General, which touches upon this branch of the 
subject, as it exhibits highly interesting and encouraging 
results. 

“The ‘Societe pour le patronage,’ &c., being confined in its opera- 
tions to the city of Paris, consequently educates in trades and handi- 
crafts the greater portion of its pupils, who are selected under the 
authority of the Executive Government, from ‘La Maison Centrale 
d’cducation correctionelle de Paris’ (the prison allocated to juveniles), 
which is conducted on the separate system, but with a due observance 
of the means of correction, and the inducements to improvement, most 
befitting the age and circumstances of its inmates. 

“In a Report (page 12) upon the latter, for the years 1847, 1848, and 
1849, made to the Minister of the Interior, by M. Carlier, Prefect of 
Police, he remarks : — ‘ I will not close this Report without making 
mention of the “Societe pour le patronage,” &c., a society which con- 
tinues and completes the work of the administration in receiving 
juvenile prisoners upon their discharge, in devoting itself to procuring 
for them a suitable mode of existence, and in watching over their future 
condition, both moral and industrial. It would be, in fact, of little 
value to the greater number of these children to have imbibed in “ La 
Maison Centrale,” during a sojourn of some years, principles of order and 
of virtue, if they found themselves, in taking their first steps in the 
world, exposed to a relapse into their former irregularities from want 
of experience and support.’ 

“Of the mode of treatment pursued by the £ Socidte,’ its president, 
M. Berenger (de la Drome), whose name has long been honourably 
distinguished by an enlightened and practical philanthropy, thus 
speaks in his Report for the year 1851 : — ‘The youths are placed in 
an intermediate state, which, without continuing to be imprisonment, 
does not amount to complete liberation, since, subjected as they are to 
the obligatory supervision of the Society, they can, upon its requisition, 
in case of the smallest dereliction of duty, be sent back to the Peniten- 
tiary. . They are in this manner gradually, and without too abrupt a 
transition, prepared to enjoy their entire freedom.’ So moderate, indeed, 
is the discipline adopted there, that it scarcely exceeds, in point of 
restraint or penalties, that of an ordinary boarding school : and yet the 
results would appear to fully justify this modification of the severity 
formerly enforced, for the cases of relapse ( reculivcs ) have amounted, 
with a singular uniformity, to hut 7 percent, (within a fraction) an- 
nually, throughout a period of several years ; sucli is the vigilance of 
Hs benevolent guardianship. ‘It would be presumptuous, however,’ 
adds M. Berenger, in the same Report, ‘ to attribute these successes to 
our own merits alone ; they are in a great measure due to the ever- 
activ-e, zealous, and humane co-operation of the master-tradesmen of 
laris ( maitres d'apprentissage)' ” 

J. Corry Connellan, Inspector- General. 
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Richmond Female Penitentiary, Grangegorman — Visited 
1st January, 1856. 

1.— State of the Gaol on the Day of Inspection. 
Untried. 

For Felony, 5 

„ Larceny, 3 

„ Misdemeanors, 2 

— 10 

Tried. — Cases disposed of at Assizes and Sessions : — 



Of Felony or Larceny To Imprisonment, 53 

Of Misdemeanors, &c., .... 6 

- £9 

Disposed of Summarily : — 

For Larceny, 40 

Offences under Larceny Act, . . .21 

In default of Bail, . . • .31 

Non-payment of Fines and Penalties, . 52 

Other Misdemeanors, .... 5 

Vagrants, • .56 

Drunkards, 2 

— 207 

Gross Total, . . 276 

Total Number of Sick in Hospital, . . 9 

Average Daily Number, .... 365 
Highest at any one time, .... 508 

Lowest ditto, .... 239 

Average Daily Number in Hospital, . . 20 



2.— Offences and Recommittals of Juveniles from 1st January to 
31st December, 1855. 





Ages. 


Class of Offence. 


10 

Years 

and 

under. 


11 to 16 
Y ears. 


17 to 20 
Years. 


Total. 


Committed at Assizes and Quarter Sessions : — 

Felony, 

Misdemeanor, 




14 

1 


40 

3 


54 

4 


Summary Convictions : — 

Misdemeanor, &c., 

Vagrancy, 


8 

81 


79 

254 


652 

726 


739 

1,061 


Acquitted, No Bills, No Prosecution, and Further Ex- 
amination, Discharged, and remaining Undisposed 
of : — 

Felony, 

Misdemeanor, _ 

Further Examination, 




7 

2 

1 


13 

3 

25 


20 

5 

26 


Total, 


89 


358 


1,462 


1,909 


Workhouse Offenders, 

Offenders on leaving W orkhouses, ..... 




11 


18 


29 
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Offences and Recommittals of Juveniles — continued. North 





Criminals. 




V AGRANTS. 




10 Years and 
under. 


11 to 10 Years. 


17 to 20 Years. 


Total. 


10 Years and 
under. 


11 to 16 Years. 


17 to 20 Years. 


Dublin 
Prisons. 
Richmond 
7; Female 

1 = Penitentiary , 

Grangcgorman. 






8 


18 


26 


4 


30 


55 


89 






5 


13 


18 


3 


6 


21 


30 


Recommitted Three times, 




2 


6 


8 


2 


6 


8 


16 


Recommitted Four times and upwards, 




4 


22 


26 


6 


19 


34 


59 


Total Number Recommitted from 


















1st January to 31st December, 




19 


59 


78 


15 


61 


118 


194 



3. — Sentences of Penal Servitude and Imprisonment of the Juvenile 
Prisoners Committed from 1st January to 31st December, 1855, 
together with the Number of those Not Convicted. 



• 

Penal Servitude : — 
















Grow 

Total. 


Four years, \ 






3 


3 








3 


Imprisonment : — 


















Twelve months and above Nine, 




2 


2 


4 








4 


Six months and above Three, 




4 


16 


20 








20 


Three months and above Two, 




10 


24 


34 








34 


Two months and ahove One, .. 


1 


18 


57 


76 








76 


One month and above F ourteen days. 


2 


14 


110 


135 


26 


84 


238 


483 


Fourteen days and above Seven, 


3 


16 


82 


101 


54 


168 


483 


806 


Seven days & ahove Forty-eight hours 


1 


23 


86 


110 


1 


2 


4 


117 


Forty-eight hours. 


1 


2 


106 


109 






1 


110 


Twenty-four hours, . . . : 




5 


197 


202 








202 


Unlimited, ..... 






3 


3 








3 


Not Convicted, .... 




10 


41 


SI 








51 


Total, .... 


8 


104 


736 


848 


81 


254 


726 


1,909 



4.— Condition of Juveniles as to Parentage, Residence, Education, 
and Religion. 



Parentage : — 


















Having both Parents living, . 


3 


26 


126 


155 


32 


45 


164 


396 


Having both Parents dead, 


1 


33 


405 


439 


9 


128 


293 


869. 


Having Father dead. 


3 


33 


108 


144 


33 


49 


197 


423 


Having Mother dead, . . 


1 


12 


97 


110 


7 


32 


72 


221 


Total, .... 


8 


104 


736 


848 


81 


254 


726- 


1,909 


Having Stepfather, 




5 


4 


9 




14 


7 


30 


Having Stepmother, 




3 


5 


8 




7 


5 


20 


Abandoned by Parents, . 




2 


1 


3 




2 


2 


7 


Absconded from Parents, 




8 


86 


94 


i 


18 


24 


137 


Illegitimate, ..... 




3 


8 


11 




6 


9 


26 


Residence - 






















46 


263 


311 


37 


no 


237 


695 


Other Localities, ^ .... 


6 


58 


473 


537 


44 


144 


489 


1,214 


Total, .... 


8 


104 


736 


848 


81 


254 


726 


1,909 


Education:— 


















Read and Write, .... 




23 


173 


196 




75 


91 


362 


Read Imperi'ectlv, 


1 


36 


244 


281 


i 


127 


195 


604 


Vv holly Illiterate, 


7 


45 


319 


371 


80 


52 


440 


943 


Total, .... 


8 


104 


736 


848 


81 


254 


726 


1,909 
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North Condition of Juveniles 


as to Parentage, &c. — continued . 








Criminals. 




| Vagrants, 




Dublin 

Prisons. 

Richmond 

Female 

Penitentiary, 


10 Y ears and 
under. 


2 


£ ' 


Total. 


§ 


11 to 1G Years. 


£ 


Gross Total. 


Religion 

Protestant, 




o ! 


G2 


64 




13 


37 


114 


Presbyterian, .... 

Roman Catholic, .... 






• 












8 


102 


674 


784 


8i 


24 i 


689 


1,795 


Total, .... 


8 


104 | 


736 


848 


81 


254 1 


726 


1,909 



o. — Sentences of Penal Servitude and Imprisonment, together -with 
the Unconvicted, of the Number of Prisoners Committed from 
1st January to 31st December, 1855. 



Class of Offences. 





Felony at Assizes and 
Quarter Sessions. 


Misdemeanor at Assizes 
and Quarter Sessions. 


Offences under Larceny 
Act, Summary. 


Misdemeanor. 


Dangerous Lunatics. 


Under Poor Law Act. 


Under Vagrant Act. 


Drunkards. 


Acquitted, no Bills, noPr 
cution, for Further Ex: 
nation, and Discharged 


O 


Penal Servitude : 






















4 years, .... 


23 


















23 


Imprisonment : 






















12 months and above 9, 


1C 


















10 


„ 9 months and above 6, 


1 


















1 


6 months and above 3, 


66 


6 


4 






6 








90 


3 months and above 2, 


62 


15 


16 


8 




4 








J05 


2 months and above 1, 


3 


1 


181 


147 












332 


1 month and above 14 days, 


1 


1 


264 


369 




21 


961 






1,617 


14 days and above 7, 






1/0 


247 




9 


1,944 






2,370 


7 days and above 48 hours, 






68 


429 




4 


14 






515 


48 hours, 






6 


818 




5 


6 


63 




898 


24 hours, 








08 








1,772 




1,840 


Unlimited, 










49 




' 


264 


313 


Total, 


ieej 23 


709 


2,094 


49 


49 


2.925 


1,835 


264 


8,114 



6. — Ages, Education, and Religion of the Number of Prisoners 
Committed from 1st January to 31st December, 1855. 



Ages : 






! | 














10 years and under, . 






! 7 






81 






89 


11 to 16 years, . 


14 


1 


141 49! 




11 


254 


5 


1C 


3,58 


17 to 20 years, . 


40 


3 


124| 319 


3 


18 


726 


188 


41 


1,462 


21 to 30 years, . 


72 


JO 


405 1,125; 


17 


17 


934 


1,039 


141 


3,760 


31 to 40 years, . 


29 


G 


116 356| 


14 


1 


460 


338 


50 


1,370 


40 years and upwards. 


11 


3 


49 238; 


15 


2 


470 


265 


22 


1,075 


Total, 

Education : 


1G6 


23 


709 2,094] 


49 


49 


2,925 


1,835 


264 


8,134 




















Read and Write, 


39 


3 


165! 488 


15 


.7 


627 


609 


67 


2,018 


Read imperfectly, 


56 


10 


245: 721 


20 


24 


852 


475 


8C 


2,483 


Wholly illiterate, 


71 


JO 


299] 885. 


14 


20 


1,446 


751 


117 


3,613 


Total, 


166 


•23 


709 2,094! 


« 


49 


2,925 


1,835 


264 


8,114 


Protestant, 


20 


o 


75: 222 


6 




151 


202 


41 


719 


Presbyterian, 


2 




,!.i 


1 




2 


1 




6 


Roman Catholic, 


144 


21 


634 1,872 


42 


49 




1,632 


223 


7,389 


Total, 


166 


23 


709! 2,094 


49 


49 


2,925 


1,835 


264 


8,114 
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7._Number of Prisoners Committed from 1st January to 31st 
December, 1855. 



Convicted. 

Felony at Assizes and Quarter Sessions, . . 166 

Misdemeanor at Assizes and Quarter Sessions, 23 
Offences under Larceny Act, Summary, . . 709 

Misdemeanor, Summary, ..... 2,049 
Dangerous Lunatics, ..... 49 

Under Poor Law Act, ..... 49 

Under Vagrant Act, 2,925 

Drunkards, ....... 1,835 

Not Convicted. 

Felony, Acquitted, 53 

„ No Bill or no Prosecution, ... 39 

Misdemeanor, Acquitted, 11 

,, No Bill or no Prosecution, . . 11 

Further Examination, 150 

8,114 

Average daily Number confined, . . . 365 

Highest Number at any one time, . . .508 

Lowest ditto ditto, . . . 239 

Average daily Number in Hospital, . . 20 



8.— Number of Be- committals from 1st Jan. to 31st Dec., 1855. 



How often Recommitted. 


Convicted 
at Assizes, 
Sessions, 
and 

Summarily. 


Vagrants. 


Not 

Convicted. ■ 


Once, .... 


258 


192 




Twice, 


128 






Three times, 






T our times and upwards, ..... 


86 i 


129 




Total Number of Individuals, 


524 


424 


264 


Number of Committals represented in the above, 
Number of Committals tor first offence from 1st 


1,681 


1,728 




January to 31st December, .... 


1,337 


1,197 




Total Number of Committals, . 


3,018 


2,925 


264 



9 — Punishments for Prison Offences from 1st January to 31st 



i'cccmuer, louo. 

Dark Cells, 


20 


Stoppage of Diet, 


83 


Other Punishments, .... 


45 




148 



An analysis of the above tables furnishes very satisfactory and 
encouraging results, particularly when the total of committals 
is contrasted with similar returns for the three preceding years, 
numbers standing as follows 1852, 16,106 ; 1853, 
'-,708 ; 1854., 10,488; and 1855, 8,114; thus exhibiting a 
reduction of nearly fifty per cent, since 1852. 
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Again, if we examine the sentences we shall find the most 
conclusive proof of the immunity from grave crime which pre- 
vails in the capital, as measured by the amount of punishment 
awarded , there having been, upon 8,114 committals, but 561 
individuals to whom a longer term of imprisonment than one 
month was awarded. 

The diminution of vagrants is also another reliable ground 
of social amelioration, this category having fallen from 4,159 
in 1854, to 2,925; and finally, drunkenness, the most fertile 
source of crime, has experienced a rapid and consecutive 
decline, the totals being, lor 1852, 3,480 ; 1853, 2,958 ; 1854, 
2,169; 1855, 1,835. 

Accommodation. 



Wards, . . • .15 

Yards, . ... .15 

Day-rooms, . • .15 

Single Cells of a size ade- 
quate for separation, . 164 
Single Cells of larger size, 2 
Cells to contain three persons, 3 
Sleeping-rooms, . . 4 

No. of Beds in such rooms, 70 
Hospital Rooms, . . 5 

Chapels, ... 2 



Pairs Blankets, . . 490 

Pairs Sheets, . . .37 

Rugs, .... 462 
Bed-ticks, . . . 514 

Shifts, .... 1697 
Jackets, .... 883 



School-rooms, ... 1 

Worksheds, ... 1 

Kitchens, . . . 1 

Store-rooms, . . . 3 

Laundries, . . . 2 

Baths, .... 4 

Fumigating-room, . . 1 

Reception-room, . . 1 

Pumps and Wells, . . 5 

Other Machines for labour, 5 

fc. 

Petticoats, . . . 1,337 

Caps, .... 3,692 
Pairs Shoes, . . . 486 

Aprons, .... 1,965 
Handkerchiefs, . . 1,694 



No alterations or additions have been made in the con- 
struction of the prison since the last inspection, nor were and 
in progress or contemplation. Of the 164 cells enumerated in 
the foregoing schedule, ninety- seven are fitted with gongs for 
the purpose of communication between the inmates and the 
officers, and are artificially heated. 

The only branch of employment from which any consider- 
able remunerative return is obtained is washing, seven-eighths 
of the total profits of last year— viz., £312— having been 
derived from this source. 



Employment on the Day of Inspection. 



At needlework and weaving, . . . .73 

Knitting, spinning, and dressing flax, . . 59 

Washing, ironing, and mangling, . . . 45 — 177 

Prison duties, 41 

Unemployed and sick, . . . . 58 — 99 

Total, .... 276 
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School. — The table marked 6 exhibits the proportion of educa- North 

tion among the different classes of prisoners. The daily hours of ^strict, 
instruction are appointed from ten, a.m., to three, p.m. ; and from Dublin 
four to five, p.m.; and the average number of pupils in attend- Prisons. 
ance was thirty-five. I regret to state that the schoolmistress Richmond 
has been for some time labouring under an affection of the p Fe t m f 6 
eyes, which has latterly assumed such a character as to unfit Grangegorman. 
her, in the opinion of the medical officers, for the performance 
of the duties of her department. I trust, therefore, that the 
necessary steps will be taken forthwith for superannuating her, 
and that, in nominating her successor, the Board will exercise the 
power of selection placed in their hands by the Lord Lieutenant 
with circumspection, and a due sense of the functions attached to 
this important branch of gaol administration* In the adjoining 
section assigned to the Government prisoners a very str iki ng 
and interesting advance has lately been made in the edu- 
cational department, owing to the ability and the zeal of the 
newly appointed mistress, to which I would invite the special 
attention of the authorities. The circumstances of the two 
classes of prisoners in the City and in the Government quarters, 
without doubt, differ very widely ; the sentences of those con- 
fined in the latter being for such a period as to insure lasting 
improvement; whereas the great majority of the occupants of 
the former are under such short rules as to afford little oppor- 
tunity for establishing a proficiency beyond the reach of relapse. 

However, on the one hand, there are many whose imprisonment 
is of sufficient duration for laying the permanent foundation of 
useful learning ; and on the other, so large a proportion of the 
summarily convicted return again and again to the prison, at 
short intervals, as adverted to before, that there is scarcely any 
interruption to the continuous course of study, and conse- 
quently no eradication of the seeds of knowledge. 

Boohs and Accounts. — The books and forms prescribed by 
the Court of Queen’s Bench are accurately observed, and a 
variety of registries and abstracts, involving a considerable 
amount of labour, are kept with laudable care. The amount 
of duty exacted from the clerks is very severe ; their attendance 
m the office frequently extending to fifteen hours in the day. 

The appointment of an additional officer in this department 
would appear to be urgently required, as the constant recurrence 
of prisoners, even on the very day of their discharge, unduly 
taxes the time of the present staff, however efficient and anxious 
to fulfil their onerous functions. 

Total cost of the gaol, including dietary and salaries, for the 
last three years, 1853, £5,767 11s. \\d.\ 1854, £6,579-1*. 5c?. ; 

1855, £5,777 12s. 9 d. 

Dietary — 7 oz. oatmeal, and ■£ pint new-milk for breakfast 
each day; 12 oz. brown bread and § pint new-milk five days 
in each week ; and f pint gruel in lieu of milk two days in each 
week for dinner. 

Since the above was put into type, I have learned with great pleasure the 
determination of the Board to advertise for a first-class teacher. 
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Contracts. — Bread, per 4 lbs., 8 -fad.; oatmeal, 17s. id. per cwt.; 
meat, 5f d. per lb.; new-milk, 7 d. per gallon; buttermilk, 2d 
per gallon; salt, 2s. Ad. per cwt. ; coals, 1 6,?. lOd per ton; straw, 
2s. per cwt.; candles, 7 d. per lb. ; soap, 27s. per cwt. 

The net cost of the dietary for each prisoner on the day of 
inspection, and on the corresponding day in the last three 
years stands thus : — 1854, 2f d\ 1855, 8§ d\ 1856, 3 f%d. 

There were no complaints on any of the days on which I 
visited the prison. The provisions are regularly inspected by 
the chaplains, whose report book was highly satisfactory. 



Officers and Salaries. 





£ 


S, 


d. 


Governor, 


. 200 


0 


0 


Head Matron, 


. 200 


0 


0 


Deputy do. 


80 


0 


0 


Store do. 


70 


0 


0 


School do. . 


40 


0 


0 


Hospital do. 


40 


0 


0 


Kitchen do. 


40 


0 


0 


Five Class Matrons, each 


40 


0 


0 


Niue Class Matrons, each 


30 


0 


0 


Clerk, .... 


90 


0 


0 


Assistant ditto and Storekeeper, 


60 


0 


0 


Court Registrar,.. 


. 100 


0 


0 


Hall Porter, 


40 


0 


0 


Three Guardsmen, each 


35 


0 


0 



Local Inspector, 
Physician, 

Surgeon, Ac. 
Protestant Chaplain, 



Officers' Visits. 

. 145 Presbyterian or Dissenting 

. 295 Chaplain, 

. 168 Roman Catholic, 

. 187 



157 

473 



Four vacancies having occurred among the subordinate 
officers since the last annual inspection, were filled, subject to 
the usual condition of probation, annexed bj r the Lord Lieu- 
tenant to the nomination on the part of the Board. 

There are twenty-nine resident officers who receive the gaol 
allowances, as well as two servants, one trades -mistress, and 
one carter. 

The hospital is clean and well ventilated. The prison was 
free from any epidemic; indeed, its sanitary condition is strongly 
evidenced by the fact that contagious diseases, under the pri- 
mary symptoms of which prisoners are labouring at the period 
of their committal, are rarely found to extend. 



Cases of Sickness and D iseases from ls£ January 



to 31s£ December. 

Fever, Typhus, Ac., . . . .10 

Pneumonia, Bronchitis, aud other Pulmonary 

Affections, . . . . .137 

Gastritis, Diarrhoea, and other Affections of 
the Stomach and Bowels, . . .74 

Hepatic diseases, Jaundice, Ac., . . .3 

Apoplexy, . . . . .2 
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Epilepsy, . . . . .4 

Other Affections of the Brain and Spinal Marrow, 5 
Diseases of the Urinary and Genital Organs, . 7 

Venereal diseases, . . . .57 

Hysteria, and other Nervous diseases, . . 6 

Haemorrhages, . ... .2 

Erysipelas, . . . . .4 

Eruption Fevers, . . . .8 

Cutaneous diseases, . . . .25 

Scrofula, . . . . . .17 

Anthrax, . . . . .12 

Hernia, ...... 1 

Wounds, Contusions, Fractures, and Dislocations, 26 

Ulcers, . . . . . .36 

Disease of Heart, . . .1 

Diseases of Eye, . . . . .24 

Parturition, . . . . . 15 " 

Diseases of Uterus and Appendages, . .13 

Abortion, . . . . . 4 

Gout and Rheumatism, . . .24 

Other diseases, . . . . .50 

Malingering, . . . . .23 

Total, . . 589 

Slight cases of Indisposition prescribed for out 
of Hospital, ..... 3,436 
Number of Cases admitted into Hospital, . 589 

Dangerous Lunatics, . . . .49 

Daily average number under treatment in 
Hospital, . . . . .20 

Daily average number prescribed for out of 
Hospital, . . . . .10 



i The medicines are supplied by contract at £100 per annum. 
Ihere being one Board of Superintendence appointed for both 
the City Prisons, the names of the members are recorded in the 
preceding Report upon Richmond Bridewell. 

General Observations. 

Having, on several occasions, visited the Penitentiary, I have 
much pleasure in recording that order and cleanliness are care- 
fully maintained, and that every effort appears to be made on 
the part of the officers to avail themselves of the limited means 
placed at their disposal. The building throughout was in sound 
repair, the sewerage effective, the supply of filtered water ample, 
aud the ventilation so complete that no one can fail to be sen- 
smle of the freshness and purity of the pervading atmosphere. 

Clothing and bedding are sufficiently furnished. Sheets are 
issued only to the inmates of the hospital, though the use of 
them in all classes has been found, in other prisons, to be con- 
ducive to health and economy. 

It is impossible, however, for those who are interested in the 
I' 1 ^question of prison discipline to view this well -constructed 
lidding possessing, as it does, the advantages of salubrity of 
S1 e > of facility of extension, of the command of all the appli- 
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ances which a capital affords, and of constant supervision by 
the constituted authorities, without regretting the inadequacy 
of the accommodation, which impedes the operation of the 
deterrent and reformatory agencies indispensable to success. 
We have seen above that the daily average of prisoners in the past 
year amounted to 365 ; hut in our calculations for 1856 we are 
entitled to make a reduction from this sum for lunatics, as 
measures have been taken for relieving the establishment from 
the large numbers hitherto confined here — no less than sixty- 
one having been removed to asylums during the last twelve 
months. Again, the vagrants are found to represent no less 
than thirty -six per cent, of the total committals. Some few of 
these, indeed, have been, from time to time, furnished with 
small sums of money and transmitted to their usual places of 
abode ; but the constant influx of a class which is far fitter for 
a poor-house than for a prison, as has been frequently urged in 
former Reports, withdraws the time and attention of the officers 
from their more legitimate duties, and perverts the portion of the 
gaol occupied by these wretched beings into a mere place of 
detention, without the means of punishment or improvement. 
If, then, this class were removed, and the section tenanted by 
the Government prisoners were restored to the municipal body, 
as will be the case whenever the Convict Depdt now in pro- 
gress shall be completed, the existing building would suffice 
for extending the separate system to every inmate, should the 
numbers not exceed the present average, especially as the 
day-rooms would no longer be required, but would become 
available for a different allocation, as officers’ apartments, as 
school-rooms, or as being capable of being subdivided into cells. 

It is universally conceded by those who have had the fullest 
experience in the management of prisons, that this system is 
of paramount efficacy in controlling females, not only because 
they are more strongly affected by isolation, but because they 
cannot be subjected to the severer forms of discipline which 
are brought to bear upon males. If, therefore, it be found of 
high utility in ordinary prisons, it would surely prove of still 
greater value in this establishment, which is peculiarly charac- 
terized (as is shown in the preceding tables) by such short 
terms of imprisonment, awarded to nearly the whole of its 
occupants, as to afford no scope for the influences of moral, 
educational, or industrial instruction, but which, however, 
embrace periods of sufficient length to leave a salutary and deter- 
rent recollection of the irksomeness and silence of a “ separate” 
cell, and to suggest at least avoidance of, if not repentance for, 
the way of life which leads to such consequences. 

In the hope that this desirable object may ultimately be 
attained, I would urge that, in the interval, the necessary steps 
should be taken for completing that which has been begun, and 
for extending the same principle to the remaining sections 
which are disposable. Gongs and artificial heating have been 
already provided to a certain amount, but water-closets and stalled 
lavatories are still wanting among the requirements which would 
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justify the Inspectors -General in certifying the cells as fit for 
occupation under the 3rd and' 4th Vic., cap. 44 (“ The Separate 
System Act,”), in accordance with which it is further indispen- 
sable that the Board should compile and submit to the Lord 
Lieutenant and Privy Council, for their sanction, a code of 
by-laws for regulating the application of it. It would also be 
advisable that the washing troughs should be furnished with 
partitions, so as to prevent, in every department, the opportu- 
nities of communication ; for at present the prisoners employed 
in the laundry are associated, without any check except the 
necessarily partial and imperfect superintendence of a matron. 

In conclusion I would add, that the observations upon the 
institution of Refuges or Patronage Societies, which I have 
submitted in my report of Richmond Bridewell, exclusively 
assigned as it is to males, apply yet more forcibly to a gaol for 
females, inasmuch as prisoners of the latter sex, especially 
prostitutes, when cast abroad without character, upon their 
discharge, experience greater difficulty in obtaining employ- 
ment, and consequently, in too many instances, have no resource 
but to betake themselves again to their evil courses, unless they 
are saved from destruction by a timely and benevolent interven- 
tion. 

J. Corey Connellan, Inspector-General. 



Four Courts Marshalsea. — Visited on the 4th 
December, 1855. 



Number of prisoners in custody : — males, 44 ; females, 
total 51. Classified as follows 



In Deputy Marshal’s rooms, 


Males. 

5 


Females. 

1 


Total. 

6 


Rent-rooms, 


14 


5 


19 


Common hall, 


_ 


_ 




Pauper building, 
Hatchmen’s rooms, 


15 


1 


16 


5 


_ 


5 


Hospital, .... 


5 


- 


5 




44 


7 


51 



7; 



The greatest number in custody at any one time during the 
last year, was 65, and the lowest 38 ; the average being about 
52. The total of committals in the year amounted to 339 ; the 
dates of those which precede that period standing thus : — 



No. 1— 7th March, 1827, 

» 2 — 11th November, 1843, 
, } 3 — 16th January, 1844, 
» 4 — 4th May, 1850, 

» 5 — 13th June, 1850, 



No. 6— 9th July, 1850, 

„ 7 — 27th February, 1851, 
„ 8 — 6th December, 1852, 
„ 9 — 10th November, 1853. 



In custody, under remand — four males, 
Jour msiks, pauper debtors. In custody for 
01 Chancery — one male, pauper debtor.' 



first- class debtors ; 
contempt of Court 



North 

District. 

Dublin 

Prisons. 

Richmond 

Female 

'Penitentiary, 

Grangegorman. 



Four Courts 
Marshalsea. 
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There were three male and three female debtors in custody 
who having come in under the former rules (now repealed), 
and 'paid one pound on entering, hold their apartments free 
from rent. At present a debtor on entering the Marshalsea, 
can obtain a rent-room in the upper yard, lor 2 8. 6 cl. weekly, and 
may either bring in his own furniture, or hire it from a hatch- 

man at 5s. per week. . , . 

The total number of rent-rooms m the Marshalsea is thirty- 
seven • of these six are occupied under the old rules; five by 
hatchmen and their families ; four by prisoners confined under 
a remand; one by a pauper debtor, under special circumstances; 
and nine by prisoners who pay the weekly government rent of 
2s. Qd. leaving twelve vacant, of which seven are small chambers 
placed within, and accessible only through the outer room. 
These latter seven are never occupied exceptin cases of necessity. 

Lower Yard . — At present there are two common hall rooms, 
one for male debtors, and one for females, both being unoc- 
cupied on the day of my inspection; and three hatchmen s 
rooms in each of which four prisoners can be accommodated 
at the expense of 7s. B cl. weekly to each person. The matron, 
with her family, occupies two rooms, and there are two rooms 
set apart for an hospital, one room as a dispensary one room 
as a temporary hospital, and one room for female patients, 

when required for this purpose. 

There are two small rooms allocated to handicraftsmen when 
working at such trades as interfere with the convenience oi 
their fellow prisoners. There are six rooms m the pauper 
building, one of which is used as a store-room; each of the 
remaining rooms in the building being usually occupied by from 

three to six debtors. . . , 

The Deputy Marshal's apartments comprise six rooms ana 
a kitchen. At present the rooms are all occupied by prisoners, 
each paying £l weekly to the Deputy Marshal. 



Resident Officers and Salaries. 



£ s. d. 

870 8 8 

appointed and paid 



Edward Houston Caulfield, Marshal, . 

Andrew Nixon, Deputy Marshal, \ These two Officers a 
John Sullen, Hatclmm 
Richard M Cartney, Hatchman, ( menUi „ 4 „ ot ,.i aided to tta Mmtaljlui 
John Skelton, do. (of on.™, titer weekly r»y b.»g£i 

James Houston, Government Hatchman, - • ' 

’ - flo. 



Thomas Walpole, do. 
Michael Mansfield, ft atchnian, 
Hugh White, do. 

Eliza M'Ginly, Matron, 



40 0 

30 0 
24 0 

31 10 



Ron-Resident Officers and Salaries. 

Charles Benson, Physician, &c., 

David Lyon, Apothecary, . ■ • 

Rev. J. H. Le harm, Protestant Chaplain, . 

Rev. A. C. Doyle, Roman Catholic Chaplain, 

Rev. W. B. Kirkpatrick, Presbyterian Chaplain, 



114 18 
30 0 
CO 0 
55 7 
36 18 
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N o?i-Iiesident Officers Visits during year. 

Surgeon and Physician, 166 I R. C. Chaplain, . . 104 

Presbyterian Chaplain, 60 j Protestant Chaplain, . 70 

Allowances to Pauper Debtors and the Resident Officers in the 
Four Courts Marshalsea, 1855. 

Each pauper debtor receives 2 lbs. of bread and l£ pint of 
new milk daily, and 2 oz. of soap and one candle weekly. The 
allowance of coal during the winter half-year is 2-| cwt. to each 
room where pauper debtors lodge ; and l£ cwt. during the 
summer half-year, from the 1st of May until the 1st of November. 
•Their bedding consists of three single blankets, a rug, two 
linen sheets, and a bed-tick and bolster filled with straw once a 
month. The Marshal receives 3 tons of coal, yearly, for his 
office; Deputy Marshal, 5 tons do.; two Government Hatchmen, 
5 tons do., each ; Matron, 5 tons do. ; Marshal’s Hatchman, 
5 tons do. ; Watchman, 5 tons do., for guard-room. — Total, 33. 

There is also an allowance of 1 lb. of candles weekly during 
the winter half-year, and £ lb. during the summer half-year, to 
Government Hatchman Houston, who is storekeeper. 

“ Report of Charles Benson, m.d., Physician and Surgeon, 
for the year 1855. 

“ The number of persons labouring under any disease requir- 
ing my attendance during the past year, was 146, for whom I 
prescribed 998 times, or nearly seven times for each patient. 

“ The following were the principal diseases which called for 
my assistance : — gout, rheumatism, lumbago, bronchitis, phthisis, 
hemoptysis, dyspepsia, diarrhoea, constipation, colic, piles, 
fistula in ano, enlarged liver, jaundice ; nervous affections, 
cerebral congestion; insomnia, delirium, hemiplegia, palpitations 
and other affections of the heart, lepra, psoriasis, prurigo senilis, 
herpes, urticaria, ulcers ; diseases of urinary and genital organs, 
ophthalmia, and a few wounds and other accidental injuries. 

“Most of these affections were chronic, and brought in with 
the prisoners, who are frequently persons of broken health, or 
whose constitutions have been injured by intemperate habits 
and reverses of fortune, causing privations and mental anxiety. 

“ Only two deaths occurred during the year : one of a male 
pauper prisoner, who had long suffered from gout, enlarged 
liver, and paralysis ; the other of a female, who was admitted 
labouring under severe bronchitis, which soon terminated fatall}'. 

“No case of cholera, typhus fever, or dysentery, occurred 
since last report, nor any disease which could be attributed to 
unhealthfulness of prison or any local cause ; so that notwith- 
standing the long list of maladies given above, and the number 
of patients prescribed for, the sanitary condition of the prison 
must be considered satisfactory. 

“December 8th, 1855. Charles Benson.” 

Having frequently visited this prison in the course of the 
current year, I am enabled to report that the building is in 
substantial repair, adequately furnished with sewerage, (the 

E 
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declination of the ground at tlie rere affording facilities for 
a due outfall,) and amply supplied with excellent water. The 
pauper quarter is kept with tolerable cleanliness ; hut some of 
the government rent-rooms are in a filthy condition, it appear- 
ing that the Marshal is not invested with sufficient power for 
controlling the servants of debtors of the class which occupies 
such rooms. 

The evils of this institution are manifold, and have been so 
frequently commented upon in the reports of successive Inspec- 
tors- General,, that I shall merely offer a brief recapitulation of 
them, together with the suggestion of such remedies as would be 
available, if it should be determined to maintain the Marshalsea, 
a course undoubtedly far less desirable than the total abolition 
of it by the legislature. 

Under all circumstances, legislative interference would be 
requisite for correcting the anomalies at present existing in its 
constitution, which were pointed out in the Inspector- General’s 
Report for 3 851 “ The Marshalsea is like all ordinary gaols, 
placed by the 7th George IV., cap. 74, under the supervision 
of the Court of Queen’s Bench, but being supported entirely by 
the public funds, it partakes of the character of a Government 
prison, and is, consequently, not managed under the direction 
of a Board of Superintendence. Again, although all the officers 
are paid by the State, they are not all appointed by the Execu- 
tive — the Deputy Marshal, and three of the hatchmen being 
nominated by the Marshal. A privilege, too, has been per- 
mitted to continue so long, that it has grown almost into a 
prescriptive right on the part of the hatchmen, to let then’ own 
apartments to prisoners, so that there is actually a competition 
for lodging-money between the Local Inspector (the superior 
officer of the Government) and the subordinate hatchmen, some 
of whom, as stated above, are merely the nominees of the 
Marshal.” 

With respect to the practice above referred to, of suffering: 
the Deputy Marshal and the hatchmen to exact rent for 
certain rooms from prisoners of the first-class, being convinced, 
not only of its obvious impropriety (discipline officers being 
thus placed in the position of creditors over those in their 
custody), but of its illegality, I submitted to the law officers 
that such practice had grown up, and had been maintained 
without any ostensible authority, and in distinct contravention 
of the Prisons’ Act ; and I obtained from them an opinion con- 
curring fully in this view, and affirming that the intrusion of 
the officers in question is wholly unwarranted by law'. 

This objectionable permission will, of course, be forthwith 
discontinued, and the Marshal will be thereby enabled to en- 
force the second of general rules prescribed .by the Queen s 
Bench, which hitherto has been a mere nullity ; the rooms 
originally allocated as common halls having been thus intru- 
sively misapplied. ^ 

“First Rule. — All prisoners committed to the Four Courts 
“ Marshalsea, shall pay to the Local Inspector, or the Marsha 
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“on liis behalf, the sum of 2s. 6d. weekly, in advance, as rent, 
“ during the whole period of their confinement therein, provided 
“ that prisoners who have made the declaration required by the 
“Act 5 and 6 Vic., cap. 95, or who lodge in the common hall, or 
“are confined under remand for contempt, or for other special 
“ cause, shall not be required to pay any rent to said Local 
“Inspector.” 

“ Second Rule. — Prisoners refusing or neglecting to pay said 
“ 2s. 6 d. weekly, or by circumstances unable to pay the same, 
“ shall be removed to the common hall, and be deemed to be lodgers 
“ therein .” 

With regard, however, to the constitution, as it is proposed 
in an amended Prisons’ Bill (which is about to be submitted 
to Parliament) to transfer the power of framing regulations for 
all county and borough prisons, from the Court of Queen’s 
Bench to the Executive, it would be most desirable to include 
the Marshalsea, and to withdraw from the Marshal the appoint- 
ment of any officers, so that the selection of the whole staff, 
and that the entire management, administrative as well as 
financial, should be concentrated in a single authority. 

There are certain other matters which also require immediate 
remedy. First, a reduction of the dietary for pauper prisoners 
is loudly called for. The 18th general rule directs that “ each 
pauper prisoner is to receive the allowance sanctioned by the 
Court of Queen’s Bench for prisoners in county gaols but it 
will be seen on comparing the schedule given above, with the 
subjoined table of the dietary now in use throughout all the 
prisons under the supervision of the Inspectors- General, that 
there is a considerable excess in the former. 

Prison Dietary . 1st Class. — Males. — Breakfast — 8 oz. meal 
in stirabout, \ pint new milk. Dinner — 14 oz. bread, 1 pint 

new milk. 

2nd Class. — Females. — Breakfast — 7 oz. meal in stirabout, 

2 pint new milk. Dinner — 12 oz. bread, f pint new milk. 

By strictly observing, therefore, the lower scale of dietary, 
not only mil a considerable annual saving be effected, but 
great discouragement will be interposed to the practice which 
has hitherto prevailed on the part of prisoners, who, having 
taken (it is to be feared too often dishonestly) the pauper 
declaration, so as to entitle them to public support, voluntarily 
persist in remaining in confinement. 

Secondly. By one of the former rules (those recited above 
having been onlyin operation since March, 1852) prisoners of the 
first-class, i.e. occupying rent-rooms, were permitted to com- 
pound for their weekly rent by the payment of the sum of £l. 
■'-his rule was, doubtless, based on the assumption that prisoners 
would use all due diligence in effecting their discharge within 
the shortest possible period, for it never could have been con- 
templated to hold out so undue an advantage to those, who, 
from fraud, collusion, or passiveness, prefer to pass their lives 
in prison, while thus housed at the public expense. A reference 
to the committals antecedent to the current year, will show to 
what an extent in some cases this abuse has been carried, 

e 2 
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one of them bearing (late March, 1827, nearly twenty-nine 
years ago ! On the other hand it is right to remark, while 
noticing these long detentions, that the Lord Mayor for the 
current year (the Right Hon. J . Boyce) has, in several instances, 
accelerated the discharge of poor prisoners, by applying certain 
monies, vested in him officially, for charitable purposes, to the 
composition of their debts, and to the payment of the expenses 
of filing their schedules. . ... 

Thirdly. The classification at present maintained is very 
inadequate, being limited to the three classes declared to be 
indispensable in the 120th section of the Prisons’ Act, and not 
recognising any distinction between such as are confined under 
execution, and such as are criminals, viz. : those remandedfor 

fraud, &c., and for contempt of Court. These latter being 
considered as criminals, are, under the first rule, exempted 
from the weekly rent of 2s. 6 d., which is exacted from other 
prisoners of the first-class ; but they have hitherto been per- 
mitted to occupy rent-rooms without payment. 

It is needless to expatiate upon the injustice of placing the 
merely unfortunate in a less favourable position than those who 
partake of the character of criminals, and to point out the 
obvious propriety of providing a quarter of the Marshalsea to 
be exclusively allocated to the latter. 

Lastly, there are several alterations in matters of minor 
detail which would conduce to the due discipline, and to the 
easy administration of the prison. As these, however, aie 
attainable without legislative intervention, they will be most 
fittingly discussed and dealt with whenever the code of regula- 
tions now in force shall be revised and remodelled. 

,T. Corey Connellan, Inspector-General. 



St. Sepulchre’s Manor Prison. 

As this jurisdiction still exists, I am bound to notice the gaol 
as a place of legal confinement, though its inutility has been 
frequently admitted. _ , 

It consists of twelve rooms, including the paupers’ cell, ana 
three yards ; which I found, at the period of my visit, in then- 
usual condition of dirt and dilapidation. There is, however, an 
adequate supply of good water. 

Debtors find their own furniture, food, firing, and other 
necessaries, there being no prison allowance. 



Return of Prisoners Arrested and Discharged for the last four 
Years, and the number of processes entered and tried for the same 
period. 





1852. | 


1853. j 


1 1854. j 


1855. 


In Custody and Discharged. . j 


8 ! 


7 


8 


o 


Processes Issued, 


[ 396 ! 


392 


303 


295 


Processes Tried, .... 


1 227 i 


j 207 


208 


151 



J. Corry Connellan, Inspector- General 
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County of Antrim Gaol, at Belfast. — Visited on the 1st, 
2nd, and 3rd of November, 1855. 



Number of Prisoners , Nature of Offences , State of Discipline, 
and Accommodation. 



No. in each Class. No. Sick in Hospital. 



Denomination of Class. 


Males. 


Females Total. 

; 


Males. 


Females 


Total. 


Master Debtors, .... 


- 


2 


9 


1 






Pauper Debtors, .... 


7 


4 


11 




_ 




Untried. 














For Larceny, 


- 


1 


1 




_ 


_ 


Deserters, 

Tried. 


1 




1 


“ 






' Cases disposed of at Assizes and 
Sessions. 

Of Felony or Larceny — 














To Penal Servitude, . 


9 . 


5 


7 


_ 






To Imprisonment, 


28 


20 


48 




1 


I 


By Courts-Martial. 














Military Offenders, 


12 


- 


12 


- 


- 


- 


Disposed of Summarily. 














For Larceny 


17 


12 


29 


_ 


_ . 




In default of Bail 


5 


4 


9 






_ 


Non-payment of Fines and Penalties, 


6 


4 


10 








Other Misdemeanors, 


16 


6 


22 








Under Poor Law Act, 
Drunkards, .... 


1 

1 


1 


I 

9 


- 


- 


- 


Dangerous Lunatics, 


1 


1 


2 


- 


- 


- 


Gross Totals, 


103 


60 


163 


1 


1 


2 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified. 




Committals during the past year, 1854. — Offences — males, 
h<o4; females, 1,076. Debtors— males, 277; females, 43. 

i or “ e whole year 1854. — Average daily number — males, 1 93 ; 
remales, 95. Highest at any one time — males, 242 ; females, 130. 
ire'vest at any one time — males, 146; females, 58. Average 
daily number in hospital — males, 1 ; females, 1, 
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North Recommittals during the past year, 1 854 — Once — males, 209 ; 

District. f ema l es , 140. Twice— males, 90 ; females, 84. Thrice— males, 
County Of 46; females, 56. Four times and more— males, 196; females, 
Antrim Gaol. 254 . Total — males, 541 ; females, 584. 

Punishments for prison offences during the year— Males, 281; 
females, 34. 

Number sentenced during the year to solitary confinement — 
Males, 4. Whipping — Males, 25. Total — males, 29. 

Committed from 1st January, 1855, to 1st November, 1855.— 
Offences — males, 1,131 ; females, 912. Debtors — males, 207 ; 
females, 27. Total — males, 1,338; females, 939. 

From 1st January, to 1st November, 1855.— Average daily 
number— males, 156 ; females, 71. Highest at any one time- 
males, 191; females, 84. Lowest at anyone time — males, 103; 
females, 60. Average daily number in hospital — males, li; 
females, 4^. 

Re-committals in 1855, viz., from 1st January to 1st Novem- 
ber, 1855. Once — males, 115; females, 94. Twice — males, 

68; females, 55. Thrice— males, 38 ; females, 40. Four times 
and more — males, 136; females, 170. Total — males, 357; 

females, 359. 

Accommodation. 



m. f. m. f. 

Wards, . . .11 2 Worksheds for Stone- 

Yards, . ■ .23 15 breakers, . 102 

Day Rooms, . . . 4 1 Kitchens, . . . J - 

Solitary Cells, . .8 8 Store Rooms, . .3 2 

Single Cells, larger size, 329 103 Laundries, . . . - 1 

Hospital Rooms, . .5 5 Lavatories, . . . 2 - 

Chapel, ... 1 - Baths, . . ..11 

School Rooms (Chapel used). Reception Rooms, . 4 3 

Workshops, ... 1 - Pumps and Wells, . 1 



Under any circumstances the remarkable contrast presented 
by the diminution of the total in custody on the day which I 
have selected for the record of my inspection, with similar 
aggregates furnished on the corresponding days of the three 
preceding years, would afford a subject for congratulation, the 
numbers standing thus : — 



1st November, 1852, 




324 


„ 1853, 




285 


„ 1854, 




283 


„ 1855, 




163 



-But when it is taken into consideration 



that this decline has 



steadily progressed in the face of the rapid, but normal, increase 
of the population of Belfast, it becomes necessary to look deeper 
than the ordinary causes which have favourably affected the 
criminal status of other localities, such as enlistment and em- 
ployment, emigration having almost ceased to supply the means 
of depletion. Employment, moreover, can scarcely be admitted 
to have exercised a paramount influence, inasmuch as the 
•enormous rise in the prices of all necessaries of life fully counter- 
balances the advantage of high wages; and we must, therefore, 
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seek another solution ; that solution, I firmly believe, and my 
belief is corroborated by the opinion of those who have atten- 
tively and anxiously considered the contrast, is to be found in 
the establishment and in the maintenance of the separate system, 
strictly and humanely administered throughout several years — 
for it is idle to expect immediate results of great magnitude 
from any system of discipline, however rigid. Time was required 
to exhaust the capital stock, or rather the standing force of 
offenders, who were already in existence at the commencement 
of the experiment ; and there being, in consequence of the isola- 
tion observed here, no opportunity given for the propagation 
of crime, as in gaols conducted upon the associated principle, 
which are inevitably schools of corruption, the supply of 
recruits has been cut off ; and thus the local authorities, 
who founded and have supported this excellent institution, 
are now reaping the benefit of their provident philanthropy in 
the improvement of public morality. A comparison of the 
committals and re-committals for the last two years would not 
lead so directly to the same conclusion ; but it is to be taken 
into account that the committals during the latter period repre- 
sent minor degrees of guilt, and consequently shorter periods of 
punishment ; so that the average daily number confined in the 
prison is the surer and more reliable measure of the moral con- 
dition of the surrounding district. Again, it is to be observed, 
that this daily average is swelled by the constant recurrence of 
drunken prostitutes and other abandoned characters, who are 
almost, if not wholly, irreclaimable, and in some instances by that 
of children, who are deserted and homeless, or who are driven 
into delinquency by the example or urgency of profligate 
parents — two classes for whose protection the legislature will, 
doubtless, shortly interpose. Further, when we analyze the 
component classes of the above schedule of prisoners in custody, 
we find, upon deducting those sentenced to penal servitude or 
transportation, and the lunatics — whose immediate removal to 
more fitting places of reception is loudly called for — military 
offenders and debtors, that the remainder, which comprises all 
those, who are properly the inmates of a criminal gaol, furnishes 
a total of only 124. With regard to military offenders, it is 
right to remark that they are sent from various stations beyond 
the borders of the County of Antrim, such as Cavan, Ennis- 
killen, Omagh, Charlemont, Newry, and Londonderry, with the 
view of obtaining the advantage of the discipline enforced here. 
The number of debtors has hitherto been enormous ; but a 
wholesome check has latterly been imposed by the Assistant- 
Barrister refusing to give a decree against the body unless it is 
proved that the party has means to pay the debt ; so that the 
system — hitherto but too prevalent — of giving credit upon 
exorbitant terms will be henceforth discouraged. 

No change has been made since the Report of last year in 
the accommodation, which consists of 432 cells, thoroughly 
fitted for carrying out “ separation ; ” thus exceeding by one half 
when debtors, for whom there is a separate quarter, are sub- 
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tracted — the hiyhest number confined at any one time during 
the current year. Should this great disproportion continue to 
exist, as seems to he probable, the important question cannot 
fail to present itself to the consideration of the local authorities, 
namely, whether, on the one hand, it is consistent with sound 
policy, and with justice to the individuals composing it, that an 
efficient staff should be dismissed and dispersed, and that an 
extensive department of industrial labour should be broken up, 
the numbers at present in custody neither affording full occu- 
pation for the officers, nor scope for a variety of manufactures ; 
or if, on the other hand, it be preferable to devise some arrange- 
ment for obtaining a remunerative rent for a certain portion of 
the cells (with a power of resumption in case of requirement), 
so as to retain, ready for any emergency, a body of able and 
meritorious officers ; and to keep on foot an organized system of 
useful employment, which necessarily diminishes crime by 
multiplying to prisoners the means of earning of their bread 
when discharged. 

I found, as on all former occasions, the gaol throughout in 
sound repair, secure, scrupulously clean, abundantly supplied 
with water, and furnished with excellent bedding, sheets being 
used in all the classes. The sewerage is effective, and the ven- 
tilation of the cells is remarkably well managed, as the windows 
are capable of being opened on a swivel sufficiently to admit 
the free ingress of fresh air, but not wide enough to create too 
strong an in-draught, or to enable the prisoners to hold commu- 
nication with each other. The lock-up is attended by the 
Governor, and the warders relieve each other on patrol during 
the night. The punishments were necessarily numerous for 
trifling infractions of the separate system, which is maintained 
here rigorously, but were light in character, and were all 
inflicted by the authority of the Governor. In fine, the whole 
condition, both material and moral, of this admirable institution, 
is such as to have justly elicited the highest eulogium from his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, when he visited it during my 
stay in Belfast for the purpose of making the annual inspection. 



Employment a 

Breaking stones. 

Pounding freestone. 

Labouring prison grounds. 

Shoe and clog making. 

Weaving. 

Winding yarn. 

Mat-making. 

Brushmaking. 

Carpenter work. 

Painting. 

Plastering. I 

The above table exhibits the 
ment on the day of inspection. 



Schools. 

Cleaning prison. 
Pumping water. 
Cooking for prison. 
Washing in laundry. 
Spinning. 

Knitting. 

Flowering. 

Veining. 

White work. 

Prison duties. 



nature and amount of employ- 
i and may be accepted as a fair 
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representation of the ordinary occupation, it being taken into 
consideration that the remarkable decrease of prisoners has 
necessarily affected the extent of productive labour. There is 
no form of labour distinctively set apart for punishment ; but 
many of the daily duties partake of this character, and some of 
them, such as pumping by the crank-machine, and the heavier 
mat-weaving, are so exhaustive as to render it necessary, in the 
opinion of the Medical Officer, to issue a larger allowance of 
food to those who are thus engaged, and who are sentenced to 
the longer terms of imprisonment, the separate system being 
observed in its full stringency. The principal profit is derived 
from washing for the public, which is carried on with systematic 
activity. Net profit for 1853, £515 8 s . ; 1854, £588 6s. 0 \d. 

Schooling is afforded to both sexes daily ; adults sentenced to 
very short imprisonment are not included; but juveniles under 
all rules are instructed. A registry of progress is daily kept ; 
but what is of far more importance and value, the Chaplains of 
the three denominations each attend on two days of the week for 
the purpose of giving lectures, and of examining the pupils of 
their respective religious professions, recording their opinions of 
the amount of proficiency exhibited. The schoolmaster has 
been recently appointed in the place of the former one, who 
resigned upon his obtaining more lucrative employment. 

Number attending school during the year — Males, 174; 
females, 72. 

Average number attending daily — Males, 14 ; females, 10. 

Dietary. — To males whose sentences exceed a month — Break- 
fast — 8 oz. oatmeal, and one pint buttermilk. Dinner — 1 lb. 
bread, and one pint new milk. Supper — 2 oz. meal made into 
1| pint gruel. 

To males sentenced to one month and under, and all females — 
Breakfast — 7 oz. meal, and 1 pint buttermilk. Dinner — | lb. 
bread, and pint new milk. No supper is given to this class. 

Contracts . — Bread, 18s. 8 d. per cwt. ; new milk, 8d. per 
gallon; buttermilk, 2 cl. per gallon; coals, 12s. Qd. per ton. Net 
cost of dietary — 1852, d.; 1853, 3 -$fcd.\ 1854, 3 Hd.; 

1855, 3 \d. 

A reference to the foregoing schedule will show that there is 
an excess, in the cases stated, above the dietary prescribed by the 
Court of Queen’s Bench; but this latter is strictly observed 
among all the females, without exception, and among the males 
confined for short terms. There were no complaints of the 
dietary, which is regularly inspected and commented upon by 
the chaplains. I tasted the milk and the bread, which is exclu- 
sively white, and found both to be of good quality. 

Books and Accounts . — All the discipline books, and the ma- 
jority of those directed, by the Court of Queen’s Bench, were 
kept with great accuracy. The “ State of the Prison at Lockings,” 
however, which forms the basis of the “ Morning State,” on the 
ensuing day, had not been adopted, but was forthwith ordered 
to be brought into use. There were some other omissions in 
the Gate-porter’s Record, and in the Abstract of Daily Consump- 
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tion, which I pointed out to the Governor, with the entire 
conviction that they would he immediately supplied. 

I wish to guard against being supposed to convey the slightest 
imputation upon the fulness and the regularity of the general 
accounts, which furnish ample details of every item of expen- 
diture ; for I have taken exception solely to the non-observance 
of the forms in question as a departure from the uniformity 
with all other prisons in keeping such records, which it is the 
desire of the Court to maintain throughout the kingdom. 

Total cost of gaol: 1852, £3,231 2s. 6d . ; 1853, £3£21 Os 8 id • 
1854, £3,785 3s. l\d. 2 ’ 



Officers and Salaries. 

Rev. R. Oulton, Local Inspector, 

Rev. C. Allen, Episcopalian Chaplain 
Rev. G. Shaw, Presbyterian do. 

Rev. G. Conway, Roman Catholic do. 

T. H. Purdon, Surgeon, . 

James Moore, Apothecary, 

John Forbes, Governor, . 

William D. M‘Caul, Deputy-Governor, 

John M’Aninch, 1st Class Warder, no trade, 
Hugh Fisher, . 1st ditto, ditto, 
William Watson, 2nd ditto, and Weaver, 

James Gorman, 2nd ditto, and Shoemaker, 

John Mullan, 2nd ditto, no trade, 

David Beatty, 2nd ditto, ditto, 

Robert Ould, 3rd ditto, ditto, 

Thos. Kilpatrick, 3rd ditto, ditto, 

Robert Coleman, 3rd ditto, ditto, 

Edward M £ Kenny, 3rd ditto, ditto, 

Geo. Handcock, 3rd ditto, ditto, 

John Martin, 3rd ditto, ditto, 

Thomas Gardner, 3rd ditto, Tailor, 

John Cunningham, Schoolmaster, 

Mrs. Ash, Matron, 

Miss Mullan, Deputy- Matron, 

Miss Stanfield, Nurse, . . 

Miss Watson, Laundress, 

Mrs. Ivernohon, do. 

James Nixon, Messenger, 

Sarah M'Mahon, Servant, 



£ 


s. 


d. 


92 


6 


2 


36 


18 


6 


36 


18 


6 


35 


18 


6 


74 


0 


0 


300 


0 


0 


75 


0 


0 


45 


0 


0 


45 


0 


0 


40 


0 


0 


40 


0 


0 


40 


0 


0 


40 


0 


0 


35 


0 


0 


35 


0 


0 


35 


0 


0 


35 


0 


0 


35 


0 


0 


35 


0 


0 


35 


0 


0 


40 


0 


0 


45 


0 . 


0 


30 


0 


0 


20 


0 


0 


27 


10 


0 


18 


5 


0 


18 


5 


0 


7 


16 


0 



The turnkeys are supplied with uniform, but receive no rations 
nor allowances. In consequence of the diminished numbers of 
prisoners, one vacancy created among the warders has not been 
filled up. 

Officers' Visits.— Local Inspector, 99; Surgeon, &c., 156; 
Protestant Chaplain, 120 ; Presbyterian or Dissenting Chaplain, 
128; Roman Catholic Chaplain, 111. 

Hospitals . — The hospitals which, though small, are sufficient, 
were very clean, and contained but two patients, one of each sex. 
Ordinarily all cases, except those of a very grave character, are 
treated in the cells; but owing to the sanitary arrangements 
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and the careful medical supervision, the general health of the 
prison is excellent; and therefore, under such favourable circum- 
stances, I am unwilling to offer any observations upon the trifling 



excess of diet before alluded to. 
No. in Hospital. 


No. of Days. 


Cost of Medicine. 
£ s. d. 


1852, 


. 26 


1,031 


18 1 11 


1853, 


. 32 


1,116 


9 0 7 


1854, 


. 28 


850 


10 5 9 
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Board of St 
Robert Thomson, Esq., j.p. 
Thomas Montgomery, Esq., j.p. 
John Clarke, Esq., j.p. 

Thomas Yerner, Esq., j.p. 
Conway R. Dobbs, Esq., j.p. 
Samuel G. Fenton, Esq., j.p. 



oerintendence. 

Rev. R. W. Bland, j.p. 
Charles O’Hara, Esq., j.p. 
James E. Leslie, Esq., j.p. 
George J. Clarke, Esq., j.p. 
John Dickey, Esq., j.p. 
Henry M'Neille, Esq. 



The Board meets monthly for the transaction of business, and 
for the payment, by cheques, of all bills, contracts, and the salaries 
of the intern officers, except that of the Governor ; the final 
examination and audit taking place at each assizes. An excel- 
lent arrangement is adopted here, which, I trust, will be 
enforced by the legislature, namely, that of appointing members 
of the General Board to act as auxiliaries in regulating the 
bridewells, situated in their respective neighbourhoods. As, 
therefore, such matters can thus be brought directly under the 
cognizance of the central Board, I would beg to call their atten- 
tion to my annexed report upon the bridewells, the condition of 
which falls far below the character of the parent gaol, and calls 
for amendment. 



Bridewells. Bridewells. 

Ballymoney. — Two male and two female prisoners ; 102 in Ballymoney. 
the preceding quarter. The house tolerably clean, and ade- 
quately furnished with bedding ; the pump, which required 
repair, was about to be put in order. Chevaux de frize would 
be a desirable addition to the circuit wall of the male yard, which 
is only twelve feet high, so as to enable the keepers to let out 
prisoners of this sex for the purpose of taking exercise without 
the risk of escape. The door-frame of the male day-room was 
in an unsound state. 

Petty sessions held fortnightly, and transmittals immediate. 

I regretted to find that the constables occasionally omit to enter 
the exact time of lodging prisoners, and that some of the latter 
are detained here under the verbal order of the petty sessions 
court. I was unable, for instance, to ascertain the exact offences 
of the two females mentioned above, the keepers having no 
record. The local inspector is said to visit, but makes no entry. 

Dietary, 5 d. 

Since the above was in type two deserters escaped, having, 
very improperly, and in direct contravention of the Prisons’ Act, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




North 

District. 

County of 
Antrim. 

Bridewells. 



Antrim* 



Ballymena. 



60 Appendix to Thirty-fourth Report of 

been placed together in one cell. It appears that there was no- 
padlock on the door of the cell in question ; the only one avail- 
able (as the remainder had been sent out in order to be repaired) 
being attached to the door of a cell in which a dangerous lunatic 
was confined. They were thus enabled to obtain access to the 
day-room, and having cut a hole in the door, to force back a 
bolt which was not locked, in consequence of the sinking of the 
door-case, from decay. 

The local magistrates carefully investigated the whole case 
and have, I am happy to add, taken steps for an application to 
the Grand Jury for a presentment to render the prison secure 
and have ordered new padlocks and a door of sufficient strength 
to be forthwith furnished. 

Antrim . — I made two inspections of this miserable bridewell, 
at the first of which there were four males in custody ; 142 in the 
preceding quarter. 

Petty sessions held monthly, and transmittals immediate. The 
local inspector makes no entry of his visits. On both occasions 
I found the registry kept in the most slovenly manner — the 
number of the meals issued, and the cost of them, not being 
entered from day to day. I regret also to record that prisoners 
are sometimes confined here without written committals or 
remands. 

At my second inspection the bridewell had been completed, 
and was about to be handed over by the contractor to the Com- 
missioners. The outer yard, however, was still in an unfinished 
state, being choked up with grass and heaps of rubbish. 

The accommodation consists of four cells and a day-room for 
each sex, and the building is lightsome, well ventilated, and 
supplied with adequate sewerage. 1 The river runs at the rere, 
but there is no water fit for drinking on the premises. Though 
the town-pump stands at a short distance, I apprehend that the 
sanction of the executive -would be now withheld from any new 
prison not containing this indispensable requisite within the walls, 
so as to be accessible to, and capable of being raised by the 
inmates. 

Ballymena . — Four males and one female in custody at my 
first visit. Dietary, 5 d. 

Petty sessions fortnightly, and transmittals immediate. At 
my inspection in 1853, I had animadverted upon occasional 
omissions on the part of the constabulary to enter the exact time 
of lodging and removing prisoners ; but this error having been 
since rectified, I was enabled to make, concurrently with the resi- 
dent magistrate, a searching examination of the registry, which, 

I lament to say, I found to present several cases of fraudulent 
overcharge in the dietary account as to the issue of meals. 
These cases would, undoubtedly, have sustained an indictment. 
per se, but the keeper having been also discovered to have 
made a false return of the fines payable by drunkards, was 
brought to trial at the next ensuing quarter sessions, convicted 
of embezzlement, and sentenced to four years’ penal servitude. > 

The house tolerably clean, and bedding sufficient; anade- 
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quate supply of water fit for washing, &c., but not for drinking ; 
a good pump, however, is within easy reach. 

The accommodation for the keeper is very limited, and he 
consequently occupies, irregularly, one of the male cells. There 
is no cell for female drunkards. The projection of a window- 
stool, and the state of walls, the mortar having scaled away, 
render the prison quite unsafe, and accordingly some escapes 
took place, which induced me to pay a second visit. The local 
magistrates having inquired into all the circumstances, acquitted 
the keeper of blame, on the ground of the insecurity of the 
yards, and I trust, therefore, that a presentment will be passed 
for remedying these defects, by bevelling down the window-stool, 
and by raising and pointing the walls. 1 found that the keeper 
had, without authority, allowed a visitor to see a prisoner alone, 
and not in the presence of an officer, and I consequently directed 
him to be more cautious in future, and to admit no one without 
• the permission of the Local Board. 

J. Corky Connellan, Inspector- General. 



County of Armagh Gaol, at Armagh. — Visited the 25th 
of May, 1855. 



Number of Prisoners, Nature of Offences , and State of 
Discipline. 



Denomination of Class. 


No. in each Class. 


No. Sick in Hospital. 


M 1 


Females 


Total. 


Males. 


Females 


TotaL 


Master Debtors, .... 


3 




3 








Pauper Debtors, .... 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


Untried. 














For Felony, ..... 


4 


7 


11 


1 


2 


3 


,, Larceny, 


3 


4 


7 


1 


1 


9 


,, Misdemeanors, 


_ 


1 


1 


_ 


_ 




Deserters 


3 




3 


1 


- 


1 


Tried. 






\ 








Cases disposed of at Assizes and 














Sessions. 

Of Felony or Larceny — 














lo Penal Servitude, . 


— 


4 


4 


— 


— 


— 


To Imprisonment, 


7 


10 


17 


1 


1 


2 


Of Misdemeanors, &c., . 


4 


1 


5 


- 




~ 


Disposed of Summarily. 














For Larceny, .... 

Ofiencc-s under Larceny Act, 


2 


2 


4 








2 


1 


3 




- 


_ 


In default of Bail, ... 


4 


4 


8 




1 


1 


Non-payment of Fines & Penalties, 


12 


13 




2 


1 


3 


Other Misdemeanors, 




3 


10 


_ 


_ 




Under Poor Law Act, . 


1 


_ 


1 


_ 


_ 




Vagrants, 




3 


3 




1 


1 


Drunkards, . 














Dangerous Lunatics, 


1 


- 


1 




- 




Total, 


55 


53 


108 


6 


7 


13 
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County of 
Armagh Gaol. 









Ages. 








10 Years and 
under. 


16 Years and 
above 10. 


20 Years and 
above 16. 




M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 




V 


Felons convicted, * . 

Committed for trial at assizes and 


“ 




2 


1 


4 


6 


sessions — Felons, 


_ 


_ 


1 


_ 






Summary convictions, . 


2 


_ 


4 








Vagrants, . . . 


" 


1 




~ 






Twice imprisoned, 


_ 


1 


1 








Three times imprisoned, 


- 




1 


_ 






Four times imprisoned, 


_ 


_ 










Five times imprisoned and upwards, 


“ 


~ 




- 


1 





Committals during the past year — males, 483 ; females, 350. 
Average daily number— males, 54 ; females, 36. Highest at 
any one time— males, 74 ; females, 51. Lowest at any one 
time males, 34 ; females, 23. Average daily number in 
hospital — males, 2 ; females, 3. 

lie-committals during the past year.— Once — males, 10 ; 
females, 18. Twice— females, 7. Thrice— females, 2. Total- 
males, 10; females, 27. 

Number sentenced during the year to solitary confinement- 
males, 39 ; females, 6. Whipping — males, 8. 

A comparison of the total of prisoners in custody on the 
above day and on the corresponding days in the three preced- 
years, exhibits a slight decline ; but there is an excess of 
10 observable in 1855 over 1854, the numbers standing thus: — 



25th of May, 1852, 
„ ' 1853, 

„ 1854, 

„ 1855, 



121 

114 

98 

108 



In the daily averages, however, which furnish the most 
reliable measure of prison population, the amount of improve- 
ment is distinctly traced ; that of 1854 being but 90, as con- 
trasted with 111 in 1853 ; and if we extend our examination of 
the records to more distant periods, yve shall find evidences of 
still greater reduction. Thus, the daily average for the seven 
years ending in 1846 ranged at 126; while during the four 
years in which the famine and its effects prevailed it had risen 
to 227 the highest point having been attained on the 6th 
July, 1848, namely, 311. 

The excess noticed above is clearly attributable to the increase 
of the females prostitution having become more rife in con- 
sequence of the town being the head quarters of the militia — 
and there being a greater readiness on the part of the ma- 
gistrates to commit generally to the gaol, provided as it now is 
with all the requirements of the separate system. Vagrancy 
and workhouse offences have also diminished; and the aggregate 
of juvenile delinquency has fallen considerably. 

I here were but three prisoners (females) under sentence of 
penal servitude ; and only one lunatic — a male. 
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The lock-up is attended by the governor ; and at night the 
turnkeys patrol in rotation. 

The punishments were few and light — discipline being main- 
tained without difficulty under “separation,” as the means of 
access and combination are precluded. 

A ccommodation. 



Wards, 


M. 

3 


F. 

2 


No. of Beds in such 


M. 


F. 


Yards, 


16 


2 


Rooms, . 


14 


2 


Day Rooms, 


4 


2 


Hospital Rooms, 


1 


1 


Solitary Cells, . 


3 


- 


Chapels, 


1 


_ 


Single Cells of larger 






Workslieds, 


10 


_ 


size, 


_ 


9 


Kitchens, . 


1 


_ 


Single Ceils of lesser 






Store Rooms, 


2 


2 


size, 


61 


38 


Laundries, 


_ 


1 


Cells to contain three 






Baths, 


1 


2 


persons, . 


11 




Pumps and Wells, 


2 


_ 


Sleeping Rooms, 


9 


3 


Tread-wlieels, . 


1 


- 



Since the last inspection the female wing, containing thirty- 
eight cells, has been completed and rendered fit for reception, 
under the 3rd & 4th Vic., cap. 44, as soon as the bye-laws 
which are in preparation shall have been sanctioned by the 
Lord Lieutenant in Council. The work has been admirably 
executed; and the ventilation appears to be highly effective, 
there being an entire absence of the heavy smell and the close 
atmosphere engendered by the constant occupation of cells 
which do not admit the free ingress of fresh air. The laundry 
is roomy and well contrived ; but it would be desirable to 
attach partitions to the washing troughs, so as to carry out 
in its integrity the principle of non- communication. Some old 
walls are in process of clearance, which will give additional 
space ; and it is in contemplation to change the entrance from 
its present site to the centre of the old prison, and to form a 
large hall by the removal of party walls, which encumber an 
area peculiarly adapted for exercise in rainy and severe weather, 
and for the maintenance of thorough ventilation. 

The building throughout was in a most creditable condition of 
cleanliness, order, and security ; the doors of some of the male 
cells, from which an escape had been attempted, having been 
strengthened. The sewerage is effective ; and there is a plentiful 
supply of water for the yards, the laundry, the closets, the hot, 
cold, and shower baths, and the lavatories. The bedding is 
ample, sheets being used in every bed ; and gaol clothing is 
issued to all the prisoners. 

In conclusion, I cannot refrain from tendering my sincere con- 
gratulations to the county authorities, on the extension to all 
classes of the only system which prevents the spread of con- 
tamination, and affords opportunities of amendment without 
interruption. The effects of its adoption in other prisons has 
invariably been the diminution of the committals and re-com- 
mittals, especially among the females, upon whom a short 
experience of isolation operates as an effectual deterrent ; and 
I entertain, therefore, a strong expectation that the existing 
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number of cells will shortly be found sufficient to bring all the 
delinquents of this sex within the scope of this form of dis- 
cipline ; but should it prove otherwise. I have no doubt that the 
same liberality and desire for improvement which have brought 
the gaol to its present excellence, will not fail to supply any 
future deficiency of accommodation ; inasmuch as the wing for- 
merly allocated to the males, and containing nine cells and two 
day-rooms, each divisible into two cells, is capable of being 
placed, at a comparatively trifling outlay, on the same footing 
as the remainder of the establishment. 

Employment and Schools . — Productive employment on the 
day of inspection was thus earned out : — 

MALES. 



Weaving and attending, 
Shoemaking, 

Tailoring, 

Knitting, 

Flowering, . 

Yeining, 



7 I Whitewashing, 

3 Prison duties, 

2 I Stone-breaking, 
FEMALES. 

19 I Sewing, 

10 Prison duties, 



1 

9 

2d 



8 

4 



Weaving is executed for extern sale, as well as for intern 
consumption ; and a large profit is derived from stone-breaking. 

The total of net profit produced by articles disposed of 
outside the gaol was, in 1853, £70 15s. 8d. ; and in 1854, 
£75 7s. 11 d. 



No punitive labour is maintained here, as stone-breaking can 
scarcely be considered to fall within this category. 

School instruction is given in the chapel to the males and 
females — a matron being present — for two hours and a-half 
daily by the schoolmaster, who also acts as storekeeper, and 
has charge of some of the gaol books. The chaplains,. I am 
happy to state, frequently attend. The chapel being divided 
into deep stalls, the position of the prisoners renders it very 
difficult for them to write ; and I would suggest that the upper 
part of the front partition should be fitted with a hinge, so as 
to be capable of being let down upon brackets, and of thus 
forming a species of desk. 

It would be also desirable that mental arithmetic should be 
cultivated among the juveniles, as the master is a very efficient 
teacher. 

Number attending school during the year — males, 230 ; 
females, 160. Average number attending daily — males, 10 ; 
females, 13. 

Dietary. — First Class — Males — Breakfast — 8 oz. oatmeal in 
stirabout, and £ pint new milk. Dinner — 14 oz. brown bread, 
and 1 pint new milk. 

Second Class — Females — Breakfast — 7 oz. oatmeal in stir- 
about, and £ pint new milk. Dinner — 12 oz. brown bread, and 
| pint new milk. 

Third Class — Males and Females — Breakfast — 5 oz. oatmeal, 
and £ pint new milk. Dinner — 8 oz. brown bread, and pint 
soup. Supper — 4 oz. brown bread. 
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Contracts. — White bread, per cwt., £l 2s. ; brown bread, 
per cwt., ] 9^. ; oatmeal, per cwt., 145. Id. ; new milk, per 
gallon, 51 d. ; salt, per cwt., 25. ; coals, per ton, £l 15. ; 
straw, per ton, £l I 5 . ; candles, per lb., 7f d. ; soap, per 
cwt., £2 6s. 

The net cost of dietary, per day, for each prisoner, on the 
day of inspection, and on the corresponding days in the last 
three years, stood thus : 1852, 2\d. ; 1853, 2d. ; 1854, 2’79d. ; 
1855, 3d. 

There were no complaints of the provisions, which are 
regularly inspected by the chaplains, with a record of their 
opinions. The bread and milk were excellent — the latter being 
furnished at a very reasonable price. 

Books and Accounts. — These are kept with great accuracy 
and facility of checking. The total cost of the gaol during the 
last three years amounted in 1852 to £1,451 II5. 8 d.\ 1853, 
£1,393 145. 9 d. ; 1854, £1,452 12s. \6d. 



Officers and Salaries. 

John M‘Kinstry, Local Inspector, , 

Rev. B. Wade, Protestant Chaplain, 

Rev. James Campbell, Roman Catholic do., 
Rev. William Henderson, Presbyterian do., 
A. Robinson, Surgeon, . 

Meredith Armstrong, Apothecary, 

John M‘Cutcheon, Governor, . 

Eliza Walker, Matron, . 

John Armstrong, 1 st Turnkey, 

John Agnew, 2nd do., Tailor. 

John Jenkinson, 3rd do., Schoolmaster, 

Alexander Wilson, do., Shoemaker, 

Samuel Walker, do., 

Henry -Jenkinson, do., 

George Agnew, do., 

Asaph Moore, do., 

Mary Moran, Sub-Matron, . 

Margaret Walker, Infirmary Nurse. 



£ 5. d. 

60 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 

20 0 0 
170 0 0 
30 0 0 
45 0 0 
35 0 0 
35 0 0 
33 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
15 0 0 
15 0 0 



Officers' Visits . — Local Inspector, 127; Surgeon, &c., 119; 
Protestant Chaplain, 142 ; Presbyterian or Dissenting Chaplain, 
144 ; Roman Catholic Chaplain, 151. 

The surgeon is paid in one presentment for his attendance at 
the gaol and the county infirmary. 

A very satisfactory report was made to me of the official and 
personal conduct of the turnkeys, three of whom are trained 
handicraftsmen. The salary of the governor has been very 
properly raised, in acknowledgment of his zeal and good service. 

Hospitals . — There is an hospital for both sexes ; but the 
great majority of cases are treated in the cells by Dr. Robinson, 
who is desirous to maintain the integrity of the separate system 
as far as possible — the gaol being generally very healthy. 

Number of patients during the last three years, 466. Total 
of days, 10,112. Cost of medicine, £82 11 s. 7 d. 
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Bridewells. 

Markethill. 



N.T.Hamilton. 



Ballybot. 
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Board of Superintendence. 



Acheson St. George, Esq. 
William Eaton, Esq. 
Henry L. Prentice, Esq. 
Maxwell Cross, Esq. 
Thomas Dobbin, Esq. 
Thomas A. Prentice, Esq. 



George Robinson, Esq. 
James Harden, Esq. 

John Hancock, Esq. 
Robert Wright Cope, Esq. 
J oseph Atkinson, Esq. 
Stewart Maxwell, Esq. 



The Board assembles monthly in sufficient numbers, but 
some of the members rarely attend. At each meeting all cur- 
rent bills are discharg’ed ; cheques signed by three members, 
and countersigned by the local inspector, being issued to the 
parties entitled — a very satisfactory practice. The salaries of 
the turnkeys, &c., are paid quarterly ; and there is a general 
audit at each assizes. 

Bridewells. 



Markethill. — No prisoners; 16 during the last quarter. House 
clean; bedding sufficient; and sewers effective, being dearable 
from the outside. There is no water on the premises, but it 
can be procured at a short distance. The local inspector visits 
from time to time. Petty sessions monthly, and transmittals 
regular. Committals correct ; but in the registry there were 
several omissions on the part of the constabulary to enter their 
names- Dietary, 4 \d. 

Newtownhamilton. — One female prisoner ; 60 in the last 
quarter. The house tolerably clean, but damp. No improve- 
ment has taken place in the sewerage, the soil being carried 
through the house from time to time. The pump out of 
repair. The local inspector and the county local inspector visit. 
Petty sessions fortnightly, and transmittals immediate. I found, 
however, that, in consequence, I presume, of the delay in 
obtaining the signature of a second magistrate, a lunatic was 
detained here for five days. The registry slovenly, and the 
committals rather carelessly kept. The constables do not 
enter their own names, but allow the keeper to do so, thus 
rendering invalid the only check upon the exact issue of rations. 

Ballybot. — Two female and 2 male prisoners ; 94 in last 
quarter. The house clean, but very damp. The south side 
of the building, which contains the keeper’s apartments, requires 
to be cemented or weather-slated. The bedding sufficient. 
There is only one cell for each sex, which is wholly inadequate; 
drunkards at present being confined in the day-rooms. The 
water of the pump is impregnated with mineral, and is of 
little use. The county local inspector sometimes visits, but the 
local inspector seldom or never. Dietary, 5d. Petty sessions 
weekly ; but the magistrates sit every day except Sunday ; the 
transmittals regular. 1 found, however, with much regret, 
some committals for definite periods of imprisonment in the 
bridewell, and that several drunkards had been confined here 
without separate written committals, their names and sentences 
being merely entered in an appearance book. 



J. Corry Connellan, Inspector- General 
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County or Cavan Gaol, at Cavan. — Visited the 2nd or 
April, 1855. 



Number of Prisoners, Nature of Offences, and State of 
Discipline. 











No. 


in each Class. 


Denomination of Class. 




















Males. 


Females 


Total. 


Master Debtors, 














Pauper Debtors, 








1 


1 


2 


Untried. 














For Felony, 








9 






,, Larceny, . 














,, Misdemeanors, 








1 




1 


Tried . 














Cases disposed of at Assizes and Sessions. 










Of Felony or Larceny — 














To Transportation, . 














To Penal Servitude, 














To Imprisonment, . 








17 


16 


33 


Disposed of Summarily. 












Offences under Larceny Act, . 












9 


Non-payment of Fines and Penalties, 












Other Misdemeanors, . 














Under Revenue Laws, 












2 


Drunkards, 










] 


1 


Gross Total, . 








36 


27 


63 


Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified. 








Ages. 




10 Years and 


Id Years and 






under. 


abov 


HI. 


above 16. 


Felons convicted. 


51. 


F. 


sr. 


F. 


51. 


F. 


Misdemeanants do., 










'' 




Committed for trial at assizes and 














sessions — Felons, 










0 




Misdemeanants, 










“ 




Summary convictions, 




- 




1 


1 


_ 


Twice imprisoned, 














■Five times do. and upwards, 






- 


~ ' 


1 


- 



Total number committed during the past year — males, 470 ; 
females 246. Average daily number— males, 49 ; females, 30. 
Highest at any one time— males, 74 ; females, 37. Lowest at 
any one time males, 29 ; females, 21. Average daily number 
in hospital — males, 1; females, 1. 

Be-committals during the past year.— Once— males, 27; 
temales, 16. Twice—males, 23; females, 11. Thrice— males, 13; 

f 2 
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females, 2. Four times and more — males, 17 ; females, 14. 
Total — males, 80 ; females, 43. 

Punishments for prison offences during the past year.— Darlc 
ce ll s — males, 6 ; females, 10. Other punishments — males, 34; 
females, 23. Total— males, 40; females, 33. Number sentenced 
during the past year to whipping — males, 5. 

A normal and progressive decline in the aggregate of prisoners 
confined in this gaol is, I am happy to state, shown upon a com- 
parison of the numbers in custody on the day of my inspection 
and on the corresponding days of the three preceding years— 
1852, 131 ; 1853, 111; 1854, 83; 1855, 63; and when this 
diminished total is contrasted with the highest number in prison 
at any one time during the famine years, namely, 344 on the 
18th of June, 1849, there are abundant grounds for congratula- 
tion as to the improved condition of the county, which is further 
and unmistakably evidenced by the great decline of juvenile 
delinquents, as well as of vagrants and workhouse offenders. 
There were three females under sentence of transportation, and 
one under that of penal servitude ; but no males falling within 
either of these categories, nor any lunatics of either sex — a for- 
tunate circumstance, as no special provision is made for the due 
custody of, and attendance upon, these unhappy beings, whose 
presence in a gaol not only militates against regularity of discip- 
line, but against their own chances of ultimate recovery. _ 

On the other hand, the proportion of re- committals is very 
large ; a result which is invariably found, especially with regard 
to female offenders, wherever no approximation to the separate 
system is established. 

Classification, as directed by the Prisons’ Act, is observed 
among the male prisoners ; but the females are divided into 
three classes, according to their personal characters, when they 
are known, rather than according to the nature of the offences 
for which they have been committed. This department, although 
every effort appears to be made by the matrons for modifying the 
defects which it presents, falls far below the requirements ot im- 
proved gaol management; as, unhappily, from the construction 
of the cells, or rather sleeping-rooms, uninterrupted association 
prevails during the day and night. The lock-up is carefully super- 
intended, and there is a patrol at night, hut no tell-tale clock 
for the purpose of ascertaining the accuracy of the circuits. 

Accommodation. 



Yards, . . .8 

Day rooms, . . .6 

Solitary cells, . . 6 

Single cells, . .70 

Sleeping Rooms, . 4 

Number of Beds in such 
Rooms, ... 3 

Hospital Rooms, . 2 

Chapels, ... 1 



3 

18 



1 



The building throughout was 



School Rooms, . . 1 - 

Workshops, .3 

Kitchens, . . • 1 

Store Rooms, . .21 

Laundries, • • - . * 

Baths, • 1 1 

Reception Room, . . 1 

Pumps and Wells, . 1 

Tread-wheels, . • 1 * 



clean, dry, well ventilated, and 
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sufficiently furnished with bedding. The supply of water is 
adequate, and the sewers are effective, and capable of being 
flushed from time to time. Some of the walls, however, were 
much in need of dashing; the laundry is confined in space, and 
the want of a drying-room has been already noticed frequently 
in former Reports as a serious evil. 

Employment and Schools. — A certain amount of employment 
is always carried on here, not only by shoemaking, tailoring, 
and weaving, for the prison use, but in maintaining general 
repairs — one of the turnkeys being a carpenter, and another a 
whitesmith, who superintends the works and the machinery of 
the tread- wheel, the latter constituting the only punitive labour; 
for stone-breaking can scarcely be said to possess this character 
among a purely agricultural population accustomed to such 
work. Shot-drill -would be much more effective as a deterrent. 

The net profit of articles disposed of outside the gaol amounted, 
in 1853, to £15 105.; in 1854, to £14 10s. 3d. 

Number attending school during the past year — males, 6,325; 
females, 7,211. Average number attending daily — males, 20; 
females, 23. 

Educational instruction is given by a trained schoolmaster, 
and a registry of progress is kept. The pupils are occasionally 
examined by the chaplains, but it would be very desirable if the 
latter were to enter their observations, so as to guarantee the 
accuracy of the entries of advancement; and if the schoolmaster 
were also employed in teaching the females, of course under 
the supervision of an officer of their own sex. 

Dietary. — Breakfast — males, 8 oz. of meal in stirabout, and 
one pint of buttermilk. Females, 7 oz. of meal in stirabout, 
and one pint of buttermilk. 

Dinner — males, 14 oz. of whole-meal bread, and one pint of 
new milk. Females, 12 oz. of whole-meal bread, and f pint 
of new milk. 

Contracts. — Bread, per lb., 2d.; oatmeal, per ton, £15 35. Ad.; 
new milk, per gallon, 6d. ; buttermilk, per gallon, 2d. ; salt, 
per cwt., 2s.; turf, per box, 15. 6d. ; straw, per cwt., I5. 7d. ; 
candles, per dozen lbs., 7s. 5d.; soap, per cwt., £l I65. 

There were a few complaints of the dietary, which appeared 
to me to be groundless. The provisions are regularly inspected ; 
and a short time previous to my visit, the milk had been con- 
demned by the chaplains, and returned to the contractor. 

The net cost of dietary for each prisoner on the day of in- 
spection, and on the corresponding days in the previous two 
years stands thus : — 1853, 2\d.; 1854, 2\d.; 1855, 3d. 

Books and Accounts. — The books, relating both to finance 
and discipline, are kept with accuracy. An entry, however, is 
required in the Gate- book to show' the duration of the visits 
made by the extern officers. 

The total cost of the gaol, including dietary, salaries, &c., 
for the last three years w r as, in 1852, £1,427 O5. A^d. ; 1853, 
£1,341 I65. 9\d.; 1854, £1,439 195. Id. Here, as elsewdiere, 
the great rise in the price of all necessaries has produced an 
excess over former expenditure. 
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North 

District. 


Officers and Salaries. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


County of 


George Gallogly, Governor, 

Theophilus Thompson, Local Inspector, 


200 


0 


0 


Cavan Gaol. 


80 


0 


0 




Rev. W. H. Stone, Protestant Chaplain, 


30 


0 


0 




Rev. Thos. Mulvany, Roman Catholic do., 


30 


0 


0 




Rev. James Carson, Presbyterian do., 


30 


0 


0 




George Roe, Esq., m.d., .... 

W. H. Brice, Apothecary, .... 
Geo. Robt. Gallogly, Deputy Governor, 


55 


7 


2 




Charles Clendening, 1st Turnkey, 


55 


7 


2 




George Reifiy, 2nd do., 


30 


0 


0 




Robert Walsh, 3rd do. (Whitesmith), 


30 


0 


0 




George Buchanan, 4th do. (Carpenter), 


30 


0 


0 




Thomas M‘Dowell, Schoolmaster, 


30 


0 


0 




Elizabeth Armstrong, Matron, 


40 


0 


0 




Margaret Sturdy, Assistant Matron, . 


16 


0 


0 




Fanny Dowling, Nursetender, 


10 


0 


0 



The physician and apothecary are paid by one presentment, 
for their attendance on the gaol and the county infirmary ; 
none of the intern officers, except the matron and nursetender, 
receive the gaol allowance. 

Officers’ Visits. — Local Inspector, 212; Surgeon, &c., 92; 
Protestant Chaplain, 173; Presbyterian or Dissenting Chap- 
lain, 124; Roman Catholic Chaplain, 137. 

Hospital. — There were no patients in the hospital, the gaol 
being free from epidemic and other disease; a fortunate circum- 
stance, as this department is most inconveniently situated, and 
would be wholly inadequate in the event of general sickness. 



Bridewells. 

Bailieborough. 



No. in Hospital. No. of Days. 



1852, . 

1853, . 

1854, . 



20 

20 

6 



927 

473 

288 



Cost of Medicine. 

£ s. d. 

. 20 5 01 
. 29 19 9 
. 11 17 7 



Lord Farnham. 

Lord Bishop of Kilmore. 
Robert Burrowes, Esq. 
William Humphries, Esq. 
Joseph Storey, Esq. 
Samuel Moore, Esq. 



Board of Superintendence. 

John E. Vernon, Esq. 
Robert Erskine, Esq. 
Michael Phillips, Esq. 
W. A. Moore, Esq. 
James Fay, Esq. 

Rev. Andrew Hogg. 



The Board assembles monthly for the transaction of business; 
but all accounts are finally audited and discharged at each 
assizes. 

Bridewells. 



Bailieborough — No prisoners; 69 in the last quarter. The 
sewers tolerably effective ; but in rainy weather the male yard 
is flooded. The water supplied by the pump, being of a 
mineral character, is unfit for general use ; the blankets thin 
and worn ; the circuit walls low, and so rough on the surface, 
as to afford means of escape, as does also the female privy, from 
its position. Dietary, 5%d. for both sexes. Registry and com- 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Inspectors- General of Prisons in Ireland. 71 

mittals correct, and transmittals to the county gaol immediate. North 
Petty sessions weekly. The local inspector rarely visits; salary, strict. 
£30, including the custody of the court-house. County of 

Bally connell. — One female confined here; 14 in the last Cavan. 
quarter. The dietary, which is improperly supplied by the Bridewells. 
keeper, costs 5§cZ. for both sexes; registry, committals, and Baiiyconnell. 
transmittals, regular. Petty sessions held every fortnight ; the 
local inspector seldom visits. The building clean, but much 
requiring repair ; the chimneys smoky, and the pump out of 
order ; the walls low and insecure, the privy in the female yard 
being placed against the wall; bedding sufficient; salary of 
keeper, £20. 

Cootehill. — Two females; 52 prisoners in the last quarter. The Cootehiii. 
house tolerably clean, except the privies, which were filthy; 
the door of the female yard rotten and insecure, and the eave- 
gutters out of repair; the bedding sufficient in quantity, but 
both blankets and bed-tickens much worn; the pump and 
sewers effective; dietary, 5d. for both sexes. The local in- 
spector visits from time to time, as does also the governor of 
the county gaol. Petty sessions held every fortnight, and trans- 
mittals without delay ; the registry and committals correct. 

J. Corry Connellan, Inspector- General. 



County of Donegal Gaol, at Lifford — Visited the 21st County of 
OF May, 1855. Donegal Gaol. 



Number of Prisoners, Nature of Offences, and State of 



i 


No. i 


n each Class. 


Denomination of Class. 


Males. 


Females. 


EH 


Master Debtors, . . . . 


3 


- 


3 


Pauper Debtors, 1 


1 


- 


1 

1 


For Contempt of Court, 


■ 1 j 




Untried. 








For Felony, 


3 


- 


3 


„ Larceny, 

Deserters, 














Tried. 

Cases disposed of at Assizes and Sessions. 
Of Felony or Larceny — 


2 






To Transportation, 


- 




To Penal Servitude, 


1 ! 


- 


1 


To Imprisonment, 


11 




13 


Of Misdemeanors, &c., 








Disposed of Summarily. 








In default of Bail, 


— 






Other Misdemeanors, 


14 


1 


15 


Under Revenue Laws, 


31 


3 


34 


Drunkards, 


1 


- 


1 


Dangerous Lunatics, 


8 


1 


9 


Total, . . . . 


80 


11 


91 
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North Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified. 




Committals during the past year — males, 429 ; females, 103. 
Average daily number — males, 72; females, 11. Highest at 
any one time — males, 93 ; females, 19. Lowest at any one 
time — males, 48 ; females, 6. Average daily number in hos- 
pital — males If ; females, 

Re-committals during the past year — Once — males, 2 ; fe- 
males, 1. Twice — females, 1. Four times and more — males, 
1 ; females, 1 . 

Punishments for prison offences during the year — dark cells 
— males, 18. Other punishments — males, 20. 

Number sentenced during the year to whipping — males, 6. 

Upon comparing the records of the total in custody on the 
day of inspection, and on the corresponding days of the last 
three years, a considerable diminution is shown to have taken 
place — May 21, 1852, 136; 1853, 133; 1854, 87; 1855, 91. 
The numbers, however, for 1855, exhibit a small excess over 
those of the preceding year ; a difference which is to be 
accounted for by the increase of committals for offences against 
the revenue laws, in consequence of the constabulary having 
been latterly employed in the suppression of illicit distillation ; 
there being no less than 34 prisoners under this category in 
the foregoing table. 

On the other hand, if we examine the general total of 
committals in the daily averages for a series of years, we shall 
find reliable evidences of improvement. Thus, in 1 855, the daily 
average was, as 87'2 to 10 9^ in 1854, or nearly on an equality 
with that of the seven years ending 1846, namely, 81’07; 
whereas in the four years during which the famine and its dis- 
astrous influences prevailed, the daily total stood at 1 70'67, the 
highest number, 271, having been attained on the 3rd of March, 
184 9. 

There has been also a general decrease in crimes of a graver 
character, and vagrancy and juvenile offences appear but rarely 
on the registry. There were only two males under sentence of 
transportation, and one under that of penal servitude ; but 
there were no less than nine lunatics (eight males and one 
female), a class from which I trust that the prison will soon be 
relieved. 

The classification of the males is carried out according to the 
prescriptions of the Prisons’ A ct, except where the numbers in 
particular sections are so small as not to require subdivision. 
The meals are taken in the day-rooms instead of in the cells, 
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an arrangement which would he obviously preferable. There 
is one turnkey on guard at night, who, however, does not 
maintain a constant patrol. The punishments, which were all 
inflicted by the authority of the Governor, amounted to but 20 
since the 1st of the preceding January. 



Accommodation and State of the Gaol. 



M. F. 

Wards, ... 6 - 

Yards, ... 8 2 

Day Rooms, . .10 3 

Solitary Cells, ..72 
Single Cells of larger 
size than that certified 
by the Secretary of 
State in England for 
separate confinement, 2 - 

Single Cells of smaller 
size, . . . 73 10 

Sleeping Rooms, . 8 3 

No. of Beds in such 

Rooms, . . . 24 12 



M. 



Hospital Rooms, . 2 

Chapels, ... 1 

School Rooms, . . 4 

Workshops, . . 4 

Worksheds, . . 2 

Kitchens, ... 1 

Store Rooms, . . 4 

Laundries, . . — 

Lavatories, . . 6 

Baths, ... 2 

Fumigating Rooms, . 1 

Reception Room, . 1 

Pumps and Wells, . 1 



F. 

2 

1 

1 



1 

1 

1 

I 



The gaol was, throughout, in sound repair, clean, dry, well 
ventilated, adequately furnished with prisoners’ clothing and 
bedding (sheets being issued to all the classes), and secure in 
every respect, except as to the roof of the new hospital, which 
is not arched. 

Water is supplied by pipes to every yard, and the adoption 
of movable soil-boxes in the privies conduces much to clean- 
liness and health, as the sewerage is imperfect. There are no 
lavatories, the prisoners using tubs for personal ablution, which 
ought to be especially observed among those who are engaged 
in pounding bones — a very filthy occupation. 

The Board have directed that partitioned sheds should be 
prepared for the reception of the males while employed. 
This approach to separation is undoubtedly important ; and a 
further advance in the same direction might be made at an 
inconsiderable cost, by altering the internal fittings of the 
chapel, so as to render it available for keeping the prisoners 
apart during school hours. 

In the laundry also, the troughs ought to be divided into 
stalls, so as to prevent communication ; but these expedients 
fall far short of the establishment of effective discipline. 

The total inadequacy of classification — dependent exclusively 
upon the character of the particular offence for which each 
prisoner is committed — has long been felt by those who are 
charged with the supervision and administration of gaols, and 
every additional year’s experience strengthens the conviction 
that the sole method of uniting deterrent and reformatory 
principles, and of preventing the spread of contamination, is 
the adoption of strict “ separation.” 

. If this method be found to produce beneficial results, when 
applied to prisons in general, of how much more value would 
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it prove to this county, which unhappily has long been dis- 
tinguished by the prevalence of ribbonism ? 

This nefarious combination, which strikes at the root of 
society, and arrests all improvement, is believed (it is to be 
feared with too much truth), to be fostered, if not actually pro- 
pagated, by the facilities of intercourse which “association” 
affords, and thus the gaol is converted into a normal school of 
crime, in which the active members of the conspiracy are 
enabled to defeat justice, and to enforce a system of terrorism 
by maintaining communication with their confederates outside, 
by overawing those who, if isolated, would be disposed to 
reveal their knowledge of the plot, and by recruiting their 
ranks among the more timid and less guilty of their fellow- 
prisoners. 

I would, therefore, venture to express my earnest hope, that 
the local authorities may be induced to take the necessary 
measures for grappling with so great a social evil, by placing 
the whole prison under this form of discipline. 

I admit, that considerable alterations would be indispensable 
for carrying out this object in its integrity, the majority of the 
cells not containing a sufficiency of cubic feet for the constant 
occupation of an inmate ; but, with regard to the male juve- 
niles, and to the females of all ages— two classes which here are 
found in comparatively small numbers — no such obstacle pre- 
sents itself ; as in each of the departments assigned to the 
respective sexes, there are ten cells of such a capacity as that 
the Inspectors-General would be prepared to certify their fit- 
ness, upon their being provided with the requirements pre- 
scribed by the 3rd & 4th Vic., cap. 44, an advantage to be 
obtained at a very trifling outlay. 

Employment and Schools — Productive employment on the 
part of the males depends chiefly in bone and stone breaking. The 
making of mats and brushes is also carried on to a small amount; 
and caps and shoes — one of the turnkeys being a shoemaker- 
are manufactured for the use of the prison. The females are 
engaged in making up clothing, knitting, spinning, and washing. 

The total of net profit produced by articles sold outside 
the gaol amounted, in 1853, to £25 5s. lOd ; and in 1854, to 
£14 1 Os. 6d. 

Punitive labour cannot be said to exist here, as stone-breaking 
does not partake of this character when executed by prisoners 
taken almost exclusively from among the agricultural popula- 
tion. 

School instruction is given for two hours daily to both sexes, 
and adequate registries of progress are kept. The schoolmaster, 
who also acts as clerk, was absent on sick leave at the period 
of my visit. It would be very desirable that the chaplains 
should examine the scholars from time to time, at uncertain 
periods, so as to test the accuracy of the records of proficiency. 

Number attending school during the year — males, 102 ; 
females, 46. Average number attending daily — males, 25; 
females, 8. 
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Dietary. — The dietary sanctioned by the Court of Queen’s North 
B ench is observed. # _ District. 

There were no complaints of the provisions, which are County of 
regularly inspected by the chaplains. It would be more satis- Donegal a “° L 
factory if, instead of a mere entry of inspection, the latter were 
to state their opinions of the quality of the diet. 

The net cost per day, for each prisoner, on the day of inspec- 
tion and the corresponding days in the last three years, stood 
thus: 1852, 2 t¥oc 2.; 1853, 2 38d; 1854,2 -&d.; 1855, 2id. 

Contracts . — Bread, 4 lbs., 8d ; oatmeal, per 112 lbs., 15s.; 

Indian meal, per 112 lbs., 11s. 11 d. ; meat, per lb., 6d. ; new 
milk, per gallon, 6d. ; buttermilk, per gallon, 2d. ; salt, per 
cwt., Is. 3d.; coals, per ton, £1 2s. Ad. ; straw, per ton, £l 15s.; 
candles, per dozen lbs., 7s. 9 d. ; soap, per cwt., £l 12s. 6d. 

Books and Accounts. — The books prescribed by the Court of 
Queen's Bench have not been correctly kept, in consequence of 
a misconception as to the form entitled “ the ' State of the 
Prison at Lockings;” those committed to the gaol after that 
period not appearing at the foot of the sheet, an omission which 
prevents a correct basis being taken for the “ Morning State” 
on the following morning. This omission, however, will be 
supplied in future. In the absence of the local inspector and of 
the clerk (as stated above) I was unable to examine the accounts. 

The total cost of the gaol, including dietary, salaries, &c., 
for the last three years was, in 1852, £1,472 18s. 6 \d.; 1853, 

£1,705 Os. 8 d.\ 1854, £1,727 8s. 11 d. 



Officers and Salaries. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


Edward M. Clarke, Local Inspector, 


100 


0 


0 


Do., Protestant Chaplain, 


30 


0 


0 


William Brown, Roman Catholic Chaplain, 


30 


0 


0 


W. M‘Crea, Presbyterian Chaplain, 

Robert Little, m.d., Surgeon and Physician, 


30 


0 


0 


Alexander Grant, Governor, .... 


150 


0 


0 


John Birnie, 1st Turnkey, 


40 


0 


0 


Patrick M‘Fall, 2nd do., .... 


25 


0 


0 


James Baird, 3rd do., .... 


25 


0 


0 


George Walker, 4th do., . . . 

John Vance, 5th do., Shoemaker, teaches 


20 


0 


0 


trade, ....... 


20 


0 


0 


John Scott, 6th do., .... 


20 


0 


0 


Jane Ash, Matron, 


30 


0 


0 


Anne James, Assistant Matron, 


10 


0 


0 


John Brown, Schoolmaster and Clerk, 


24 


0 


0 


Mary Birnie, Nursetender, .... 


10 


0 


0 



The turnkeys wear uniform, and are supplied -with effective 
fire arms. The governor, the schoolmaster, the turnkeys, and 
matrons, receive the prison allowance. 

The clerk, whose dereliction of duty with regard to the 
keeping of the dietary account was noticed with reprobation 
ky my ex-colleague in his report for the year 1854, was, after 
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North 

District. 

County of 
Donegal Gaol, 



Bridewells. 

Donegal. 



Glonties. 



an investigation held by the Board of Superintendence, dis- 
missed from his office. 

Officers Visits. — Local Inspector, 254; Surgeon, &c., 131 - 
Protestant Chaplain, 101; Presbyterian or Dissenting Chaplain, 
120; Roman Catholic Chaplain, 79. 

Hospitals. — There are hospitals for each sex, which were 
happily unoccupied, the sanitary condition of the prison beino- 
excellent. The departments are roomy, but are not supplied 
w r ith baths nor water-cocks. 

The medical officer, very properly, orders all requisites in his 
own handwriting, thus affording a complete check upon this 
branch of expenditure. 



Board of Superintendence. 



Sir Edward S. Hayes, Bart. 
Sir James Stewart, Bart. 
James Johnston, Esq. 

Rev. William Knox. 

J. Y. Stewart, Esq. 

Francis Mansfield, Esq. 



■ William Fennick, Esq. 

J Benjamin G. Humfrey, Esq. 

| William Sinclair, Esq. 
i Robert G. Montgomery, Esq. 

| Alexander J. R. Stewart, Esq. 
i William D. Humphreys, Esq. 



At the meetings, which are appointed to take place monthly, 
the payment of all bills and contracts is ordered; the aggregate 
sum being placed to the credit of the local inspector. In the great 
majority of gaols such payments are made directly to the 
parties entitled, by means of cheques signed by the members of 
the Board, an arrangement which appears to be more con- 
venient, and which has the advantage of releasing all officers 
of the establishment from financial responsibility. The salaries 
of the subordinate officers are discharged quarterly, and of 
those of higher grade half-yearly; the whole expenditure being 
audited at each assizes. 



Bridewells. 

Donegal.— One male confined here; 56 in the last quarter. A 
pump on the premises, but the water wdiolly unfit for use. No 
improvement has been made here, and the defects so often 
before reported w r ith regard to the amount of accommodation, 
the arrangement of the cells, and the means of communication 
from without remain unabated. The building as clean as is 
consistent with thorough damp. The bedding sufficient, and 
sheets used. Dietary, 6d. The local inspector very rarely 
visits. Petty sessions held every three weeks, and transmittals 
direct. . The registry correctly kept ; but I regretted to find 
that prisoners are sometimes lodged here by the verbal direc- 
tion of the Court instead of by written committals ; and I 
discovered one iustance of a debtor having been detained here 
for part of a day and a night, which is in contravention of the 
92nd section of the Prisons’ Act. 

(plenties. — No prisoners; 11 in the last quarter. The house 
untidy; and but two cells and one day-room allocated to pri- 
soners, the rest of the building being occupied by the keeper 
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and his family. The pump out of order, and the water un- North 
drinkable. Building adequate. The sewer leading from the District - 
cesspool of the privy effective. There is but one yard, the County of 
door of which was rotten, and falling to pieces ; a new one, Voneyai. 
however, had been ordered. The registry correct. A lunatic had Bridewells. 
been lodged in the bridewell by the constabulary, and was kept 
there for eight days , waiting until the committal to the county 
gaol was signed. The local inspector sometimes visits, but 
makes no entry. Petty sessions held once a month, and trans- 
mittals immediate. Dietary, 4 d. 

Letterkenny. — One male; 101 in the last quarter. House Letterkenny. 
tolerably clean, but the yards in grass and untidy. The 
bedding sufficient, the supply of water ample, and the sewers 
effective. Registry and committals correct. Petty sessions 
fortnightly, and transmittals regular. The keeper, whose salary 
is £30, appears to occupy, without interruption, the female day- 
room. The local inspector seldom makes any entry of his 
visits. Dietary, 5d. 

Buncrana No prisoners; 21 in the last quarter. The bed- Buncrana. 

ding sufficient, but the tickens rather worn. Ho water on the 
premises. The female day-room occupied by the family of the 
keeper, who was absent in search of straw, it being, difficult to 
procure. The walls are low, and rendered more insecure by 
the position of the male privy. Dietary, 5d. The local in- 
spector visits occasionally. Petty sessions held fortnightly, and 
transmittals immediate. Registry correct ; but I regretted to 
perceive that a prisoner had been lodged here also for debt. 



Note. — Since the above was written I am happy to learn 
that the Board has issued orders to the bridewell keepers not 
to detain any prisoner in their custody on any verbal order of 
a magistrate for a longer period than may, under the circum- 
stances of the case, be required to make out a formal committal. 

J. Coury Connellan, Inspector-General. 
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County of Down Gaol, at Downpatiiick. — Visited on the 
30th March, 1855. 



Number of Prisoners, Nature of Offences, and State of 
Discipline. 





No. 


in each Class. 


J No. sick in Hospital. 




Males. 


1 

i Females 


Total. 


Males. 


Females 


Total. 


Master debtors, 


1 


2 


3 








Pauper debtors, 


4 


- 


4 


- 


- 


- 


Untried. 














For Larceny, 


5 


5 


10 








For Misdemeanors, 


1 


1 


2 








Deserters, 


1 




1 




- 




Tried. 

Cases Disposed of at Assizes and 
Sessions. 

Of Felony or Larceny — 














To Penal Servitude, 


_ 


G 


6 








To Imprisonment, 


37 


34 


71 


4 






Of Misdemeanors, &c. , . j 


12 


3 


15 


1 


- 


1 


Disposed of Summarily. 














For Larceny, 


3 


6 


9 








In default of Bail, . 


2 




2 








Non-payment of Fines & Penalties, 


5 


5 


10 




1 


1 


Under Poor Law Act, 


3 


1 










Under Revenue Laws, 


l 




1 








Drunkards, 


1 


'.it 










Dangerous Lunatics, 


14 


6 


20 


1 


- 


1 


Gross Total, . 


90 


69 


159 


1 


1 


8 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified. 









Ages. 








10 Years and 
under. 


10 Ye 
abo> 


xrs and 
o 10. 


20 Years and 
above 1G. 




M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


nr. 


F. 


Felons convicted, .... 






8 


3 


6 


1 


Misdemeanants convicted, 
Committed for trial at assizes and 


- 


~ 




1 




- 


sessions — Felons, 


_ 




9 




6 


1 


Misdemeanants, . 








1 




_ 


Summary convictions, . 




- 


2 




1 


1 


Twice imprisoned, . 






3 


1 






Three times imprisoned, 


_ 


- 


1 


_ 


1 


- 


Four times imprisoned, . 


“ 


~ 


1 






" 



Committals during the past year. — For felony — males, 103; 
females, 103. Petty larceny — males, 26; females, 31. Mis- 
demeanants — males, 252 ; females, 137. Revenue Laws- 
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males, 2; females, 1. Under Poor Law Act — males, 6. Under 
Vagrant Act — males, 27 ; females, 15. Drunkards — males, 53 ; 
females, 35. Lunatics — males, 17 ; females, 16. Debtors — 

males, 28; females, 4. Total — males, 514; females, 342. 

Average daily number — males, 103; females, 65. Highest at 
any one time — males, 123 ; females, 82. Lowest at any one 
time — males, 73; females, 41. Average daily number in hos- 
pital — males, 5 ; females, 3. 

Re-committals during the year 1854. — Once — males, 52; 
females, 44. Twice — males, 12 ; females, 16. Thrice — males, 
13; females, 26. Four times and more — males, 23; females, 
4 o. Total — males, 100; females, 131. 

Punishments for Prison Offences during the year 1854. — 
Dark cells — males, 46 ; females, 15. 

Number sentenced during the year to whipping — males, 2. 

On a comparison of all classes in custody on the day of inspec- 
tion, and on the corresponding days in the three preceding years, 
the numbers appear not to have varied to such an extent as to 
require any analysis or commentary — 1852, 178; 1853, 182; 
1854, 185; 1855, 159. 

The daily average, however, which is the most reliable indica- 
tion of improvement, shows a very favourable result, having 
reverted to exactly the same amount as that for the seven years 
ending in 1846— namely, 168 ; whereas during the years 1847, 
1848, 1849, and 1850, in which the famine prevailed, it had 
risen to 255, and during the three following years stood at 181. 
At one period, indeed, on the 1st of June, 1849, the total of 
those confined was no less than 358. Two classes of minor 
crimes, which measure very accurately the condition of the 
county, viz., vagrancy and workhouse offences, have undergone 
a marked decline, and a considerable reduction of juvenile 
delinquents is also observable — five cells completely furnished 
with the requirements of the separate system being assigned 
to them. On the other hand, an excessive proportion of 
lunatics is found here, the numbers being fourteen males and 
six females, almost all of whom, I was glad to learn, were 
about to be removed immediately, as the presence of these unfor- 
tunate beings taxes unduly the time of the officers, and 
paralyzes prison discipline. No diminution, but on the con- 
trary, a relative advance has taken place in the re- committals of 
females (six of whom were under sentence of penal servitude), 
showing the necessity, to which the local authorities are fully 
alive, of applying “separation” to criminals of this sex. 



Accommodation. 



Wards, 

Yards, 

Day-rooms, 

Solitary cells, 

Single cells containing 
about 430 cubic feet, 



10 

10 

9 

14 

152 



4 

6 

4 

2 

58 



Single cells of larger 

size, ... 5 - 

Cells to contain three 
persons, . . .14 .2 

Hospital, rooms, ..33 
Chapels, . . . 1 - 



North 

District. 

County of 
Doivn Gaol. 
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m. f. | M. p. 

1 

16 7 

24 - i Baths, . . . 3 

1 - | Fumigating rooms, . 1 

1 — i Reception rooms, . 1 1 

6 2 j Capstan-mill, . . 1 

The gaol throughout was in a most creditable condition of 
cleanliness, order, and repair, well ventilated, and amply sup- 
plied with bedding, but sheets are not in use, though, in an 
economical and sanitary point of view, they are very desirable. 
The sewers are effective, having been deepened, and the fall 
to the main drain having been increased. The aggregate of 
accommodation is more than sufficient for the present average 
of prisoners, but the allocation of it is capable of much improve- 
ment, there being, for instance, room for no less than forty-six 
male debtors, a class which, by the alteration of the law, has 
dwindled to a mere handful. I have much pleasure in report- 
ing that an important step in this direction is to be taken 
immediately, no less than forty-eight colls being about to be 
prepared in strict conformity with the prescriptions of the 3rd 
and 4th Victoria, cap. 44 (“ The Separate System Act”), for 
the reception of females; and I have little doubt that a short 
subjection on their part to this stringent and deterrent form of 
discipline, will have the effect of reducing their numbers, so as 
to bring the whole of them within its scope. It will be neces- 
sary, in order to prevent any intercommunication, and to 
render their isolation complete, that partitions should be added 
to the troughs in the laundry; and as employment, either 
industrial or educational, is essential to the well-being, both 
moral and physical, of prisoners so confined, I would suggest that 
their cells, as well as those of the male juveniles, should be 
fitted with gas-burners for use during the winter. The classifi- 
cation of the male adults is according to the sixth section of 
the Prisons’ Act ; but the inadequacy and inequality of all 
classification founded on the character of the offences, and not 
of the offenders, have long been felt by those who have devoted 
their attention to prison administration. On the other hand, 
the simplicity of the separate system, and its certainty in pro- 
tecting the less depraved from further contamination, and in 
preventing the more guilty from communicating their own 
corruption, have never failed to secure the advocacy of all 
who have experienced its working, even without taking into 
consideration the opportunities of self-examination, and of re- 
ceiving, uninterruptedly , moral and religious instruction, which 
it solely affords. It is impossible, therefore, to inspect this fine 
building, placed as it is on a most healthful site, and containing 
the means of extending the system to all classes, at a com- 
paratively small outlay, without expressing an earnest hope 
that the double advantage of diminishing crime and its con- 
sequent expenditure, may be _ conferred, at no distant period, 
upon the county. The cells approximate, in point of cubic 



Laundries, . . 1 

Lavatories, . .94 



North 

District. School rooms, 
,, ~~ , Workshops, 

County of * 

Down Gaol, Worksheds, 
Kitchens, . 
Bakery, . . 
Store rooms, 
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feet, very nearly, if not quite, to tlie measurement which 
has been sanctioned in England for separate confinement, by 
the Secretary of State ; for the deep recesses of the windows 
have not hitherto been taken into account in calculating the 
contents, so that if they were properly adapted, the Inspectors- 
General would not hesitate to certify their fitness. 

Employment and Schools . — Productive employment is chiefly 
maintained by weaving, shoemaking, and tailoring, under turn- 
keys regularly trained to these trades respectively — the bed-ticks 
being woven and the clothing made up in the prison. The 
net profit returned by extern sale is but trifling, having amounted, 
in 1853, to £27 Is. 6d., and in 1854 to £20 5s. 3d. Grinding 
and baking — another of the turnkeys being a miller — are also 
carried on within the walls, thus securing not only the means 
of constant hard labour, and the supply of excellent bread, but 
effecting a considerable annual saving. At my request the an- 
nexed account was furnished, from which it appears that credit 
has been taken for a cost far below the value of a similar material 
purchased outside, for it has been ascertained, I am assured, 
that bread of the same quality as that baked here from whole- 
meal, could not be procured from a contractor at less than 2d. 
per pound. 

Gaol of Downpatrick. 



£ s. d . 
. 18 1 0 
. 160 0 0 
175 0 0 
1 16 0 
s, 2 0 0 

. 11 10 0 
. 65 2 7 



£433 9 7 



Or. 

£ s. d. 
. 218 5 4 
. 194 4 3 

. 21 0 0 



£433 9 7 

Punitive labour is also enforced by shot-drill. School instruc- 
tion is given for several hours daily by a qualified master to the 
males, and the registry of progress exhibits a tolerably accurate 
account of their advancement, which is wanting in the case of 
the females. It would be desirable if the master were also to 
teach the prisoners of the latter sex in the presence of a matron, 
as it is generally a matter of great difficulty to find the two- 
fold capacity for imparting knowledge, and for maintaining 
discipline, united in female officers, 

G 



Balling Account for 1854. 

Dr. 

1854. 

Jan. 1, To Balance of materials on hand, 

July 1, „ Ten tons kiln-dried wheat, at £16, 

Dee. 31, „ Ten tons kiln-dried wheat, at £17 10s., 
„ „ Baking soda, .... 

„ ,, Cash allowance to prisoners for earnings 

„ „ Fuel, 

Profit on account, 



1854. 

July 4, By Bread, 29,934 lbs., at If d. per lb., 
Dec. 31, „ Bread, 31,074 lbs., at 1 \d. per lb., 
„ „ Balance of materials on hand, 



North 

District. 

County of 
Down Gaol. 
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North Number attending schools during, the year — 364 males' 34 1 
District. f ema i es . Average number attending daily — 45 males; 39 
County of females. 

Down 'Gaol. Dietary. — Breakfast — Males, S oz. mixed Indian and oatmeal 

made into stirabout, with I pint of buttermilk. Females, 7 oz. 
meal as above, and 1 pint buttermilk. 

Dinner — Males, 14 oz. whole-meal bread, with 1 pint sweet 
milk. Females, 12 oz. whole-meal bread, with j pint sweet 
milk. 

On Tuesdays and Fridays, gruel in place of sweet milk is 
given to all the prisoners for dinner. Prisoners sentenced to 
one calendar month get gruel in place of milk for dinner. 

Contracts. — Bread, white, for hospital, 2f <A per lb. ; whole- 
meal, baked in the prison, 1 jd. per lb.; oatmeal, per cwt., 
15s. 6 d . ; Indian meal, ground in the prison, per cwt., 12s. \\d. ; 
rice, per stone, 2s. 3d. ; new milk, per gallon, 6 \d . ; butter- 
milk, per gallon, 2 \d. ; salt, per stone, 2{d . ; coals, per ton, 
17s.; straw, per cwt., Is. id . ; candles, per dozen, 7s. 3d. to 
8s. 6 d . ; soap, per cwt., 40s. to 42s. 

There were no complaints of the provisions, which are duly 
inspected by the chaplains. 

The net cost of dietary per day for each prisoner on the day 
of inspection and on the corresponding days of the three last 
years was— in 1852 and 1853, 2 \d. ; and in 1854 and 1855, 3d. 



’ Stock. 

Pairs blankets, . .210 Shirts, . . .190 

Pairs sheets, . . 19 Jackets, . . ! 124 

Hug s > . . . 212 Trowsers, . . . 106 

Hammocks or cots, . 6 Caps, ... 88 

Bed-ticks, . . . 209 Pah's shoes, . . . 99 



Books and Accounts . — The gaol books relating both to matters 
of discipline and finance, are kept with great care and regularity. 
The medical officer very properly orders, in his own handwriting, 
any departure from the regular diet ; but it would be convenient 
if he were to initial, weekly, the Abstract of Daily Consumption, 
so as to guarantee the correctness of the issue to those under 
his supervision. The total cost of the gaol was — in 1852, 
£2,304 4s. 2d.-, 1853, £2,201 9s. 3d. ; 1854, £2,370 13s. Id. 

Officers and Salaries. 

£ s. d. 

S. H. Rowan, Local Inspector, . . 50 0 0 

George F. Eclilin, Governor, . . 200 0 0 

John Waterworth, Deputy-Governor, .100 0 0 

Rev. II. Moffat, Protestant Chaplain, . 30 0 0 

Rev. B. M‘Auley, Roman Catholic do., . 30 0 0 

Rev. ¥m. White, Presbyterian do., . 30 0 0 

P. E. Brabazon, Surgeon, . . 

S. R. Parkinson, Apothecary, . . 27 13 0 

Elisha Jackson, Turnkey, Tailor, . .55 0 0 

William Gibson, do., Weaver, . 42 10 0 

William Magee, do., . . . 30 0 0 
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£ 


s. 


d. 


Noiith 


Hugh Jennings, Turnkey, Shoemaker, 


. 30 


0 


0 


District. 


J olin Mathews, do., 




. 30 


0 


0 


County of 


Joseph M ‘Bride, do.. 


Weaver, 


. 30 


0 


O 


Down Luo/. 


Alex. Mathews, do., 




. 30 


0 


0 




John Hughes, do., 




. 30 


0 


0 




Wm. Gibson, sen., do., 


Miller, . 


. 30 


0 


0 




Samuel Malone, do., 




. 30 


0 


0 




Eliza Cochran, Matron 




. 20 


0 


0 




Martha Scott, do., 




. 20 


0 


0 




Mary Graham, Hospital Nurse, 


. 16 


0 


0 




James Bell M'Connell, 


Schoolmaster, 


. 40 


0 


0 





The surgeon is paid by one presentment for his attendance 
on the gaol and the county infirmary. 

Officers’ Visits. — Local Inspector, 185 ; Surgeon, &c., 257 ; 
Protestant Chaplain, 1 13 ; Presbyterian or Dissenting do., 220; 
Roman Catholic do., 150. 

Hospitals. — The hospitals for both sexes are clean and well 
ventilated, and sufficient in accommodation — there being but 
seven male patients and one female at my inspection. 

No. in Hospital. No. of Days. Cost of. Medicine. 

£ .s. d. 

1852, 179 . 3,322 . 6 18 1 

1853, 128 . 2,783 . 0 12 4 

1854, 131 . 2,526 . 19 0 8 



Board of Superintendence. 



Alexander Miller, Esq. 
J. W. Maxwell, Esq. 

P. R. M. Browne, Esq. 
James Birney, Esq. 

A. II. Montgomery, Esq. 
Rev. J. F. Gordon. 



Rev. James C. Gordon. 
Wm. Keown, Esq. 

P. IT. Despard, Esq. 
Andrew Nugent, Esq. 
Robert Heron, Esq. 

A. R. Hamilton, Esq, 



The Board assembles monthly ; at each meeting all accounts 
are examined, and the salaries of the turnkeys and the smaller 
bills are discharged; the payment of contracts, &c., being re- 
served until the assizes. 



Bridewells. Bridewells. 

Neicry. — Twelve males and eight females confined here at Newry. 
the time of my first visit — 376 in the last quarter. The 
sewerage good, and an adequate supply of excellent w T ater. 

The building clean except in the case of some of the cells 
allocated to the males. The dietary was excessive, being 2 lbs. of 
bread per diem for each prisoner which, in point of nutriment, 
is nearly 50 per cent, above the allowance prescribed by the 
Court of Queen’s Bench, to say nothing of the increased expen- 
diture entailed upon the county. The Board of Superintendence 
°f the County Gaol has, however, I understand, since my first 
visit of inspection, directed the reduction of the diet to the legal 
amount, and has further required the attendance of the bride- 
well keeper at Downpatrick, in order to audit his accounts, 
which have hitherto been kept in a very unsatisfactory form. 

g 2 
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The registry, I lament to observe, was not properly filled, 
the police constables not always entering their names as a 
voucher for the exact time of the lodgment or removal of a 
prisoner ; an entry which is of the utmost value in checking the 
actual issue of rations. But even this check would fail to meet 
the allegations of the keeper, that he frequently, on the arrival 
of prisoners late at night in the bridewell, supplies them with 
one meal, and that, if they are about to be conveyed to distant 
petty sessions, he furnishes them with two meals, for which 
there is no voucher. I directed, therefore, that whenever such 
exceptional cases occur, the constables in charge of the pri- 
soners shall certify in the margin of the registry that such issue 
took place in their presence. 

I also found, with great regret, at both my inspections, in- 
stances of illegal sentences of imprisonment to be carried out in 
the bridewell ; no less than sixteen prisoners at my second visit 
being under a rule of fourteen days’ imprisonment. 

An appearance book, too, is still substituted for single written 
committals, a practice not only, as I apprehend, contrary to 
law, but which would give rise to very serious difficulty in the 
event of the committal of an individual prisoner being called 
for by the Court of Queen’s Bench, under a writ of Habeas 
Corpus. 

Newtownards . — One prisoner of each sex; 112 in the last 
quarter. The house fairly clean ; the bed-ticks and rugs in 
tolerable condition, but the blankets very thin and much worn ; 
petty sessions held fortnightly, and transmittals whenever there 
are two prisoners committed to Downpatrick gaol ; a good 
supply of water, the pump being in working order; the 
keeper lately appointed at a salary of £25. Dietary 5\d. for 
males, and 4 \d. for females. The registry defective in not 
stating the number of meals actually issued, and in not embrac- 
ing the exceptional cases of diet under the heading of “ Obser- 
vations.” I regretted to find some instances of sentences to 
imprisonment in the bridewell. An escape which took place was 
investigated by the Local Board of Magistrates (who as well as 
the Local Inspector visit from time to time), but was not re- 
ported to the Inspector-General. The iron railing in the male 
yard was loose, and from its position affords facilities for escape ; 
some repairs were required in the hanging of the doors, in the 
locks, and in the water-troughs on the first floor, which not 
being stanch, renders the cell below damp. 

J. Corry Connellan, Inspector- General 
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County of Fermanagh Gaol, at Enniskillen. — Visited the 
14th of September, 1855. 



Number of Prisoners, Nature of Offences, State of Discipline, 
and Accommodation. 



Denomination of Class. 


No. i 


in each Class. | 


No. Sick in Hospital. 


Males. | 


Females 


Total. I 


Males. 


Fomalos 


Total. 


Master Debtors 


1 


_ 


1 


_ 




_ 


Pauper Debtors, .... 


2 




4 


1 


2 




Untried. 














For Felony, 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


,, Larceny, .... 






4 


- 


- 


- 


,, Misdemeanors, 


9 


2 


11 


2 




4 


Deserters, . . . • • 


1 


“ 






_ 




Tried. 

Cases Disposed of at Assizes and 
Sessions. 

Of Felony or Larceny — 

To Transportation, . 














- 


3 


3 


- 


- 


- 


To Penal Servitude, . 


— 


8 


8 


— 


3 


3 


To Imprisonment, 


8 


5 


13 


- 


- 


- 


Of Misdemeanors, &c., . 


4 


~ 


4 


2 


~ 




Disposed of Summarily. 














Other Misdemeanors, 


3 


- 


3 


- 


- 


- 


Under Revenue Laws, . 




1 


1 


- 


- 




Gross Totals, 


30 


24 


54 


6 


7 


13 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified — at the time of 
Inspection. 









Ages. 








10 Years and ■ 
under. 


16 Years and 
above 10. 


20 Years and 
above 16. 




M. | 


F. 


M. 1 


F. 


M. 


F. 


Felons convicted, 

Committed for trial at Assizes and 


- : 


- 




1 


1 


2 


Sessions — Felons, 


- 


- 


- 


1 


1 


2 


Summary convictions, . 
Twice imprisoned, 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


■ 













Committals during the past year — Males, 184 ; females, 93. 
Average daily number — males, 37 ; females, 24. Highest 
at any one time 1 — males, 47 ; females, 29- Lowest at any one 
time— males, 29; females, 15. Average daily number in hos- 
pital — males, 4 ; females, 4. 

Re-committals during the past year,— Once — males, 22 
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females, 16. Twice — males, 7; females, 3. Thrice — males, 3; 
females, 7. Four times and more — males, 8 ; females, 4. 
Total — males, 40 ; females, 30. 

Punishments for prison offences during the year 1855. — Dark 
cells — males, 9; females 17. Other punishments — males, 18; 
females, 4. Total — males, 27 ; females, 21. 

Number sentenced during the year to whipping — males, 1. 

Accommodation. 



M. 


F. 




M. 


p. 


Wards, ... 7 


2 


Hospital Eooms, 


. 4 


3 


Yards, . . .5 


3 


Workshops, 


. 2 


- 


Day Booms, . . 3 

Solitary Cells, . . 1 


1 


Worksheds, 


. 12 


_ 


- 


Kitchens, . 


. 1 


_ 


Single Cells, of larger 




Bakery, 


. 1 


_ 


size than that which 




Store Boom, 


. 1 


_ 


is now certified as fit 




Laundries, 


. 2 


_ 


for separation, . . 66 


36 


Baths, 


. 2 


2 


Sleeping Eooms, . . 5 


1 


Eeception Boom, 


. 1 


_ 


No. of Beds in such 




Pumps and Wells, 


. 5 


- 


Eooms, . . .8 


- 







The numbers in custody on the corresponding days in the 
years 1853 and 1854, amounted to 70 and 53 respectively, 
which latter sum, great as is the decline, would lead to error, 
if it were taken to represent the condition of criminality in this 
county ; for on a comparison of the daily average, which affords 
the surest measure of prison population, we find it no less than 
94 for 1853, while it had fallen to 63 in 1854; and again, when 
it is considered that during the four famine years it ranged at 
229 (the culminating point, nearly 338, having been reached on 
the 9th of June, 1848), the improvement must be accepted as a 
subject of sincere congratulation ; an improvement further evi- 
denced by the quality of offences ; not only those of a graver 
character, but those which arise from want, such as vagrancy 
and workhouse committals, having almost entirely disappeared 
from the registry. Drunkenness, on the other hand, as is too 
often the case when wages are high, would appear to be rather 
on the increase. The reduction has taken place more among 
male adults, and juveniles, than among females ; the latter 
of whom, at the time of inspection, were (in consequence of the 
employment incident to the season of the year) less in number 
than at an earlier period; and further, a large proportion, 
nearly one-half, consisted of “ Government prisoners,” remov- 
able at any moment, there being three under sentence of trans- 
portation, and eight under that of penal servitude. 

The inequality in the re-committals of the two sexes as com- 
pared with their respective committals, is partly attributable 
to the recurrence of females of abandoned character to the 
gaol ; but doubtless much of this evil is due to the very imper- 
fect and inadequate discipline under which they are placed ; 
their “separation” being limited only to sleeping apart, and to 
taking their meals in their cells, while their schooling and in- 
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dustrial instruction are given in association. The males, on the 
other hand, are taught singly, and are about to be provided 
with partitioned stalls for occupation during the hours of labour. 
Some sheds had been recently erected, but were not roofed ; and I 
would here venture to submit a few alterations, which would be 
attended with very little expense, but with great benefit. _ There 
being no exercise yard available for convalescents, which is much 
needed, and a sanitary objection having been raised to stone and 
hone breaking being carried on in the immediate vicinity of the 
hospital, as at present, I should suggest that the walls forming 
the small exercise yards should be removed altogether; narrow 
compartments of this character having been found in all prisons 
to generate damp, and not to afford sufficient area to enable a 
prisoner to move with salutary briskness; and that the open space 
so created should be assigned generally to the use of the patients, 
but should at stated times be applied to shot-drill, a valuable 
deterrent, as tested by the experience of the gaol authorities 
throughout Ireland, and much wanted here, where punitive labour 
consists only of stone-breaking, not elsewhere so considered, and 
of pumping water. The sheds at present in preparation might 
be allocated to stone-breaking, the yard in which they stand 
being too close and confined for bone-crushing, an employment 
which requires a free circulation of air. This requirement will 
easily be obtained by taking down the walls of the exercising 
yards embraced within the yard (now disused) which is attached 
to the old prison; the turnkeys’ passage to Joe divided into 
stalls, while a similar range, should these be inefficient, might 
he constructed (back to front), out of the materials thus ren- 
dered disposable. 

It is impossible to inspect not only the commodious and airy 
cells assigned to the males in the new gaol, but those occupied 
by the females, which contain an adequate number of cubic feet, 
without entertaining the hope that the advantages of the sepa- 
rate system will, at no distant period, be extended to all the 
prisoners ; advantages which will be secured at a very moderate 
outlay, many of the more extensive appliances, hitherto deemed 
indispensable to the due enforcement of “ separation,’’ having 
been latterly either modified or overruled ; such, for instance, 
as the erection of a water-closet, and a washing apparatus in 
each cell, and of the small exercising yards. 

In lieu of the former, which are liable to frequent derange- 
ments, affecting the occupants of the cells injuriously, two or 
three water-closets, and stalled lavatories, are now ordinarily 
constructed at the end of each corridor, while with respect to the 
latter it has been found much more conducive to the bodily and 
mental health, and consequently to the power of enduring their 
full sentences on the part of those of both sexes, w r ho are sub- 
jected to separate confinement, to exercise them in comparative 
association ; they of course being placed apart at such intervals 
as to prevent any intercourse or communication between them, 
while performing their circuit at an exhilarating pace, and 
keeping step together. 
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A laundry and a drying-room, the want of which is severely 
felt, have been begun, but are not yet finished ; I trust, how- 
ever, that the necessary presentment will be made for their 
completion, with the addition of partitions to the washing 
troughs. b 

The building throughout was in a creditable condition of 
cleanliness, well ventilated, dry, secure, and in good repair 
except a portion of the ceiling of the ground story apartment 
in the female hospital. There was a sufficiency of bedding for 
the males, and a fresh issue was about to be made, at the instance 
of the medical officer, to the female quarter and to the hospi- 
tals. Sheets are used in all the classes. There is an ample 
supply of water, cocks being placed in every yard, and at the 
end of each range of cells; prisoners on their committal are 
washed in a shower-bath, and there are troughs for daily 
ablution. 3 

The. governor and the first turnkey attend at lockings, and 
there is one turnkey on patrol during the night, but there is 
no tell-tale to ascertain his vigilance and the regularity of his 
circuits. The punishments during the current year were not nu- 
merous, and were all inflicted by the authority of the governor. 



Employment 

Matmaking, 

Shoemaking, 

Coopering, . 

Weaving, . 

Tailoring, . 

Sick and unemployed, 
Breaking stones, and 
pumping water, 

Total, 



of Prisoners and Schools. 



Males. 
. 2 

. 2 
. 2 
. 2 
. 1 
. 6 



Spinning, 
Reeling, . 
Nursing, . 
Sewing, . 
Washing, 
Wardswomen, 



. 15 



Sick and unemployed, 



Total, 



. 30 



Females. 

. 4 
. 1 
. 1 
. 2 
. 7 
. 2 
. 7 

. 24 



The above schedule exhibits the occupation of every prisoner 
ill custody on the day of inspection, and may be taken as a fair 
representation of their usual employments. Bone-bruising is 
also a source of some small profit. There are among the turn- 
keys two tradesmen, viz., a shoemaker, and a weaver, another 
acting as a baker. I lament to state, however, that the appoint- 
ment of officers of this class is not intrusted to the Board of 
Superintendence, the most competent tribunal for selecting 
persons, fitted by their age and antecedents, to carry out discip- 
line, or industrial training. 

The total of net profit, produced by articles disposed of out- 
side the gaol, amounted in the two last years to the sums of 
£54 16s. 9 d., and to £69 Is. 3 \d. respectively. 

School instruction is given to the males of all classes con- 
secutively, from ten o’clock until four, daily, and a tolerably 
reliable registry of progress is kept, in which I suggested a 
slight improvement. The females are taught in association by 
the matron in the hall, but there is no register to measure their 
improvement. 
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Number attending school during the year — males, 127; 
females, 47. Average number attending daily — males, 20 ; 
females, 11. 

Dietary — Males. — Breakfast, 8 oz. oatmeal with one pint 
buttermilk. Dinner, 10 oz. meal, and l oz. rice, or 14 oz. of 
brown bread with one pint of new milk. 

Females. — Breakfast, 7 oz. oatmeal, and one pint buttermilk. 
Dinner, 8 oz. meal, and 1 oz. rice, or 12 oz. brown bread with 
| pint new milk. 

Contracts. — Bread, per lb., 2d.; oatmeal, per ton, £14 17s. 6db; 
new milk, per score, Is. 6±d . ; buttermilk, per score, 7 \d. ; 
salt, per cwt., Is. lid; coals, per ton, £l 2s. 6d. ; turf, ~per 
box, 7 id.; straw, per ton, £l 14s. 

Net cost of dietary, 1853, 2d. ; 1854, 2\d. ; 1855, 2\d. 

There were no complaints of the provisions, which are regu- 
larly inspected by the chaplains, a strict supervision being 
exercised over the contractor. The bread is baked in the gaol. 
A resolution of the Board, passed subsequently to my visit, 
renders it unnecessary that I should refer again to a subject 
which has been frequently commented upon by the Inspectors- 
General, namely, the non-observance hitherto of the order of the 
Court of Queen’s Bench with regard to the substitution of gruel 
for milk on two days of every week. If this regulation were 
merely permissive , a due sense of economy would dictate its 
adoption, but it is mandatory ; the words of the 84th section 
of the Prisons’ Act being explicit and stringent. The section 
directs that the Inspectors-General shall prepare and submit a 
dietary table to the judges of the Queen’s Bench — “ In order 
“ that such table may be approved, or may be altered or 
“ amended, as such judges shall think fit, and every such dietary 
“ table, when approved of by such judges, shall he adopted and 
“ strictly adhered to in such prisons, until a new dietary shall 
“ be appointed.” 

Books and Accounts. — The books prescribed by the Court of 
Queen’s Bench which, when properly filled, comprise a system 
of simple and effective checks, I found to be kept so imper- 
fectly as to render examination nugatory, and I trust that more 
care will be exhibited in future with regard to these records, 
indispensable as they are to the proper administration of the 
prison, both in matters of discipline, and of daily consumption, 
fhe medical officer very properly signs all orders for excep- 
tional diet. A code of by-laws has been drawn up by the local 
authorities, and after revision, has been finally submitted to the 
Queen’s Bench for approval, which, it is to be hoped, will be 
speedily accorded. 

Officers and Salaries. 

£ 

William Corry, Esq., Local Inspector, . . 80 

Hon. and Rev. J . C. Maude, Protestant Chaplain, 30 
Rev. D. Boylan, Roman Catholic Chaplain, . 30 
SfJ’.A- C. Maclatchy, Presbyterian Chaplain, . 30 
William C. Ovenden, Esq., Surgeon, 



s. d. 
O O 
O 0 
0 O 
O 0 
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£ s. d. 

James Jeffers, Governor, . . • . 150 0 0 

H, Morrison, 1st Turnkey, . . . 35 0 0 

John Boyd, 2nd do. . . . . 29 0 0 

William Clegg, 3rd do. Shoemaker, . 29 0 0 

James Drennan, 4th do. . • • . 29 0 0 

Thomas Keys, 5th do. Baker, . . 29 0 0 

John Bowles, 6th do. Weaver, . . 29 0 0 

Margaret Morison, Matron, . . • . 31 10 0 

William Hunter, Schoolmaster, . • . 25 0 0 

Jane Hunter, Nursetender, . • • . 18 10 0 

Pat Hall, Providore, . . . • . 35 0 0 

The turnkeys do not wear uniform, nor receive rations. 

Officers* Visits . — Local Inspector, 186 ; Surgeon, &c., 277 
Protestant Chaplain, 236 ; Presbyterian or Dissenting do., 219; 
Homan Catholic do., 19 L 

Hospitals . — The sick in the hospitals were numerous in pro- 
portion to the total of prisoners, viz., 6 males, and 7 females, or 
one-fourth of those in custody. There was, however, no epi- 
demic, nor any case requiring special observation. The apart- 
ments allocated to both sexes were clean and well ventilated. 
There are baths, but no water-closets, night-stools being used 
in the wards. 

No. in hospital for the last three years, 294. No. of days, 
9,931. Cost of medicine, £125 16s. §\d. Deaths, 7- 

Board of Superintendence. 

Earl of Enniskillen. William Arclidall, Esq. 

Rev. J. G. Porter. Robert Archdall, Esq. 

Hon. and Rev, J. C. Maude. F. W. Barton, Esq. 

Henry D’Arcy, Esq. Captain Morony. 

J. C. Bloomfield, Esq. Paul Dane, Esq. 

Lord Adam Loftus. Charles Ovenden, Esq. 

The Board assembles monthly for the transaction of general 
business. At each meeting the salaries of the turnkeys are 
paid, which is a very convenient arrangement; but the final 
audit, and settlement of the whole accounts, take place at each 
assizes. 

Bridewell. 

Newtownbutler. — No prisoners in custody at my inspection; 
36 in the last quarter. The house tolerably clean, and the 
bedding sufficient ; an ample supply of water, but no sewers, it 
being necessary, when the cesspools are cleansed, to carry the 
soil through the building. The yard is in a slovenly condition, 
and covered with grass, which has been frequently reported 
against. Petty sessions held fortnightly, and transmittals im- 
mediate. The local inspector very rarely visits. The commit- 
tals kept in a careless manner, and many of them wanting. 
I found in the registry an excessive entry of meals as compared 
with the dates of lodgment and removal of prisoners, which was 
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accounted for by a statement that the police constables fre- 
quently required such extra issue in the case of prisoners who 
had marched, and were about to march, for a long distance. 
I directed that in future such requirements, on the part of the 
constables, should be certified under their own hands, in the 
margin. 

J. Corky Connellan, Inspector-General. 



County or Leitrim Gaol, at Carrick-on-Shannon. — 
Visited the 3rd of April, 1855. 



Number of Prisoners, Nature of Offences, and State of 
Discipline. 



Denomination of Class. 


No. 


in eaoh Class. j 


1 No. Sick in Hospital. 


Males. 


Females 


Total, i 


Males. 


Females 

1 


Total. 


Pauper Debtors, .... 


1 


- 


I 


- 


- 


- 


Tried. 

Cases disposed of at Assizes and 
Sessions. 

Of Felony or Larceny — 














To Transportation, 


- 


2 


2 


- 


- 


- 


To Penal Servitude, . 


2 


- 


2 


- 




_ 


To Imprisonment, 


6 


3 


9 


1 


2 


3 


Of Misdemeanants, &c., 


6 


2 


8 


I 




1 


Disposed of Summarily. 














Offences under Larceny Act, . 


5 


6 


11 


1 


_ 


1 


Non-payment of Fines & Penalties, 


4 


3 


7 


_ 


_ 


_ 


Other Misdemeanors, 


8 


1 


9 


- 


- 


- 


Dangerous Lunatics, 


4 


2 


6 


- 


- 


- 


Gross Total, . 


36 


19 


55 j 


3 


2 


5 



Offences, Ac., of Juveniles Classified. 
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Committals during the past year, 1854— males, 341 ; females, 
108. Average daily number — males, 42^1; females, 20 f*$. 
Highest number at any one time — males, 56 ; females, 26. 
Lowest number at any one time — males, 26; females, 15. 
Average daily number in hospital — males, 2! Hr! ; females, 2B1 

Re-committals during the past year, 1854.— Once — males, 12; 
females, 3. Twice — males, 3 ; females, 2. Thrice — females, 
3. Total — males, 15 ; females, 8. 

Punishment for prison offences during the year — males, 3 ; 
females, 17. 

Number sentenced during the year to solitary confinement- 
females, 4. 

A general decline in the aggregate of prisoners, as well as in 
the proportion of re-commitments, has been observable here for 
the last four years ; and the above schedule presents a remark- 
able contrast when compared with the highest total ever 
attained here, namely, 314, in the month of June, 1848. In 
fact, the average of those in custody has now fallen far below 
that taken for the seven years ending in 1846 (the commence- 
ment of the famine) ; the subsequent four years, during which 
this awful visitation continued, being altogether exceptional ancl 
such as to set calculation aside. Vagran cy and workhouse 
offences have almost disappeared from the criminal registries, 
and the decrease of juvenile delinquents is a further subject 
for congratulation. 

There were four male and two female lunatics, in whose 
behalf I made an urgent representation to the Inspectors of 
Asylums. 

Two males were under sentence of penal servitude, and two 
females under that of transportation ; with regard to the latter 
of whom, as they had been detained for above a year and a-half 
in the gaol, since their sentence, I procured an order for their 
removal to the depot at Cork. 

The males, who take their meals in their cells, are classified, 
as directed by the Prisons’ Act ; but the females are divided 
into classes according to their personal character, and not 
according to the nature of their offences. 

The governor attends the lock-up, and occasionally goes 
round the prison at uncertain hours. A night patrol is main- 
tained, but there is no tell-tale clock to measure the accuracy 
of the circuits. The punishments, which were few in number 
and light in character, were all inflicted by the authority of the 
governor. 

The building was clean throughout, in good repair, free from 
damp, well ventilated, and sufficiently furnished with bedding. 
W ater is raised from a well within the walls by a lifting pump, 
and from the river by the tread-wheel, and applied to flushing 
the sewers. Some new locks had been ordered shortly before 
my inspection. Sheets are only used in the hospital here, but 
in many gaols they have been adopted in all the departments, 
as being conducive both to health and economy, by saving the 
wear and tear of blankets. 
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Accommodation. 



North 

District. 



Wards, . . .6 

Yards, . . .8 

Day Rooms, . . 7 

Solitary Cells, . . 5 

* Single Cells of size 
stated below, . .55 

Single Cells of larger 
size, . . . - 

Sleeping Rooms, . . 8 

Number of Beds in such 
Rooms, . . .24 



2 Hospital Rooms, . 
4 Chapels, 1 for both. 
4 Workshops, . 

2 Kitchens, 

Store Rooms, 

2 1 Laundries, . 

Baths, 

6 Reception Rooms, 

1 Pumps and Wells, 
Tread-wheel, 

1 Crank Mill, 



• F * County of 
5 4 Leitrim Gaol. 

1 

1 

2 1 

1 

1 1 

1 1 

2 
1 
1 



No alteration has taken place in the accommodation since 
the last inspection. It is, however, in contemplation to erect a 
new laundry, the existing one being very confined in space ; 
and also to convert some of the lower cells of the female 
quarter into a drying-room, to be fitted with slides. The 
whole of the department allocated to this sex might be pre- 
pared for “ separation ” at a comparatively trifling outlay. 
There are, on each of the two floors, eight cells, two of which 
are capable of being subdivided, so that twenty cells could be 
obtained, a number probably adequate to the requirements in 
future, as the deterrent character of this system is invariably 
found to effect a decrease of re-commitments. The male side 
might be adapted to the same objects with even less difficulty. 
Thus, with the addition of separate compartments to the 
tread-wheel, the flax-scutching machine, and the washing 
troughs, so as to prevent all opportunities of intercommunica- 
tion, this valuable form of discipline could be maintained in its 
integrity throughout the entire establishment. 

Employment and Schools — Industrial employment is carried 
on by tailoring, shoemaking, and weaving, both for intern 
consumption and for the public use ; and all the carpentering, 
glazing, and painting, which is required in the prison, is per- 
formed by turnkeys, some of them being regularly -trained 
handicraftsmen, and others having a general aptitude. A 
scutching machine has lately been erected, which may, it is to be 
hoped, give a very valuable stimulus to the culture of flax, and 
which supplies, as well as the tread- wheel, the means of puni- 
tive labour. School instruction is given for two hours daily to 
prisoners of both sexes. The registry for the males is kept 
with care, but it is somewhat defective in form, the advance of 
the pupils from month to month not being recorded. There is 
no registry for the females ; and in order to place them on a 
tooting of equality, it would be an advantageous arrangement 
n the master were to teach them also — of course in the pre- 
sence of a matron. It would be further desirable that the 
chaplains should examine the scholars, from time to time, at 

* The cells in this prison are 8 feet by 6 feet 3 inches, and 8 feet high. 
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uncertain periods, with the view of testing the correctness of 
the entries of progress. 

Number attending school during the year 1854 — males, 246; 
females, 82. Average number attending daily — males, 32 ; 
females, 104. 

Dietary and Contracts. — The net cost of dietary, per day, 
for each prisoner, on the day of inspection, and on the corres- 
ponding day in the last three years, stands thus : — 1 852, l-feld. ; 
1853, ltfd. ; 1854, 2 md. ; 1855, 2if d. 

Dietary Breakfast Males — 8 oz. Indian meal, and J pint 

new milk. Females — 7 oz. Indian meal, and | pint new 

milk. 

Dinner. — Males — 14 oz. bread, seconds flour, and 1 pint new 
milk. Females — 12 oz. bread, seconds flour, and | pint new 
milk. 

Males and females, on Wednesday and Friday in each week, 
get oatmeal gruel at dinner, in lieu of milk, 1-1- oz. of meal to 
each pint. 

Contracts. — Brown bread, 2d. per lb. ; white bread, 2 f,d. per 
lb. ; oatmeal, lbs. 6 d. per cwt. ; Indian meal, 13s. 9 d. percwt. ; 
rice, 4s. per stone ; beef and mutton, 6 d. per lb. ; new milk, 
3:]rf. per gallon; salt, 4s. 6 d. per cwt. ; coals, 10 d. per cwt.; 
turf, 10 id. per box ; straw, Is. 8 d. per cwt. ; candles, 7 Id. per 
lb. ; soap, 35s. per cwt. 

No complaints were made with regard to the provisions, the 
milk, which I tasted, being excellent in quality. One prisoner, 
a person evidently of a troublesome and discontented disposi- 
tion, had complained some time before my visit, but declined 
to go before the Board of Superintendence on the plea — which 
I showed him to be an erroneous one — that it had not 
jurisdiction to deal with his alleged grievance. I found on 
examination, however, that, though from time to time articles 
of food, when below the proper standard, had been returned 
to the contractors, the record of inspection of the provisions 
on the part of the chaplains is insufflcient. This is a very 
important duty, the rigid execution of which materially con- 
duces to the due administration of a prison. 

Bootes and Accounts. — The books were generally kept with 
care, except that of State of the Gaol at Lockings, in which the 
female totals were not included — a very important omission in 
the means of working out daily details, as all the forms prescribed 
by the Court of Queen’s Bench are designed to balance and 
check each other. 1 also took occasion to suggest some points 
for improved clearness in the record of exceptional cases, and 
of the issue of extra diet. 

The total of net profit produced by articles disposed of outside 
the gaol stood thus : — 1853, £8 10s. 3d. ; 1854, £10 5s. old- 
The total cost of the gaol, including dietary and salaries, 
was, for 1852, £1,409 6s. lit?.; 1853, £1,400 15s.; 1854, 
£1,473 12s. 9i d. 

Hospitals . — The buildings — there being one allocated to 
each sex — contain more accommodation than happily is neces- 
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sary for the present requirements, and are clean and well 
tended. There were two male and two female patients. During 
the last three years the return is given as follows : 

No. in Hospital. No. of Days. Cost of Medicine. 

1852, 140 . 1,599 . n 9 16 ' 

1853, 95 . 1,971 . 19 16 9 

1854, 56 . 491 . 19 0 8 

There is an apothecary employed at a salary of £20 per 
annum. The medical officer very properly initials all orders 
for hospital diet and extras as a guarantee for their correctness. 



Officers and Salaries. 



oh. O . 

Wm. J. Peyton, Esq., Local Inspector, .136 0 
Rev. W. A. Percy, Protestant Chaplain, . 30 0 
Doctor Dawson, Roman Catholic Chaplain, 30 0 
Mr. W. P. Clarke, Governor, . . 200 0 

Mr. M. R. Sweeny, Clerk, 1st Turnkey, 
and Schoolmaster, . . . 36 0 

Miss M. Moreton, late Matron, deceased 
on 31st ultimo (vacant), . . . 30 0 

Miss M. M‘Culla, Turnkey, . . 15 0 

Mrs. C. Brady, Nursetender, . . 20 0 

John M £ Keon, Turnkey, . . . 30 0 

Wm. Douglass, Turnkey, Upholsterer, and 
acts as Tailor, and employed in schooling, 30 0 
Martin M £ Guire, Porter, . . . 30 0 

Hugh Tonycliff, Turnkey, . . . 30 0 

Thomas Woods, do., . . . 30 0 

Charles Irwin, do., a regularly trained 
Shoemaker, . . . . 30 0 

John Weer, Turnkey, a regularly trained 
Weaver, and employed in schooling, . 30 0 
James Ennis, Turnkey, a regularly trained 
Carpenter, and employed in schooling, . 30 0 

Mr. A. C. Srvayne, Surgeon, . . 45 0 

Mr. E. J. Wynne, Apothecary, . . 20 0 



d. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 



Rone of the officers receive gaol allowance except the nurse- 
tender. 

Officers' Visits . — Local Inspector, 159 ; Surgeon, &c., Ill; 
li'otestant Chaplain, 104 ; Roman Catholic Chaplain, 63. 



The Earl of Leitrim. 

Hugh L. Montgomery, Esq. 

M.r. 

Francis La Touche, Esq. 
Simon Armstrong, Esq. 
Charles Cox, Esq. 

A. J. V. L. Burchall, Esq 



Board of Superintendence. 



Alexander Faris, Esq. 
William Peyton, Esq. 
Francis Waldron, Esq. 
John R. Dickson, Esq. 
Guy Lloyd, Esq. 

John A. La Touche, Esq. 



The Board assembles monthly for the transaction of general 
usiness, and for the payment of all hills, contracts, and sala- 
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lies, except those of the extern officers, the final audit being 
reserved for each assizes. 

Bridewells. 

Ballinamore Eighteen men, and 3 women, were confined 

here at my visit, which took place during the holding of quarter 
sessions ; 44 in the last quarter. Dietary, ifsd. for males, and 
4-retf. for females. The house clean, and sufficiently supplied 
with bedding. The pump out of repair, hut a new one had 
been ordered. The sewers effective. The walls are low, and 
one of the window-stools, as noticed in former Report, offers 
facilities for escape. Petty sessions held every fortnight. 
Registry and committals correct, and transmittals immediate. 
The county local inspector visits monthly. 

Manorhamilton . — Afo prisoners ; 39 in the last quarter. The 
building very clean, and well furnished with bedding. An 
ample supply of good water. Since my last inspection the 
circuit walls have been dashed and coped, and a turf and straw 
store have been built. Some of the cells are damp, butthe county 
surveyor has been directed to take measures for remedying this 
defect. A sewer is to be constructed so as to prevent the over- 
flow of water, in rainy weather, into the keeper's yard, to which 
it is at present exposed. It is proposed, in consequence of the 
great reduction in the number of prisoners, to convert one of 
the female sleeping-rooms into a room for the keeper, his 
accommodation being very limited, and to open a communi- 
cation between his present kitchen and the male department. 
Dietary — males, 4vtdr d.; females, 3 Hud. The local inspector 
does not visit, the quarterly returns being signed by a neigh- 
bouring magistrate. The county local inspector, however, 
visits monthly. Petty sessions fortnightly, and transmittals 
regular. Registry and committals correct. I regretted, how- 
ever, to find that a dangerous lunatic had been kept here for 
twelve days, having been committed for an assault, upon the 
keeper having raised an objection that he was not bound to 
receive lunatics. 

J. Corry Connellan, Inspector-General. 
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County of Londonderry Gaol. — Visited the 21st and 
22nd of June, 1855. 



Number of Prisoners, Nature of Offences, and State of 
Discipline. 



Denomination of Class. 


No. 


n each Class. 


No. Siok in Hospital. 


Males. 


Females 


Total. 


Malos. 


Females 


Total. 


Master Debtors, .... 


2 


- 


2 


_ 


_ 




Untried. 














For Larceny, .... 


1 


3 


4 








For Misdemeanors, 


3 


1 


4 








Deserters, . .... 


1 




1 


- 


- 


_ 


Tried. 














Cases disposed of at Assizes and 














Sessions. 














Of Felony and Larceny: — 














To Transportation, 


_ 


4 


4 


_ 


1 


1 


To Penal Servitude, . 




1 


1 








To Imprisonment, 


18 


12 


30 




1 


I 


Of Misdemeanors, &c., . 


5 


3 


8 


1 




1 


By Courts-Martial. 














Military Offenders, 


2 


- 


2 


- 


- 




Disposed of Summarily. 














For Larceny, .... 


3 


2 


5 








Non-payment of Fines and Penalties, 


6 


1 


7 








Other Misdemeanors, 


2 


2 


4 








Vagrants, 


1 


_ 


1 








Drunkards, 




3 


3 








Dangerous Lunatics, 


2 


1 


3 


- 


: 


- 


Total, 


46 


33 


79 


1 


2 


3 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified. 









Ages. 








10 Years and 
under. 


16 Years and 
above 10. 


20 Years and 
above 16. 


Felons convicted, 


tr. 


F. 


ir. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


Misdemeanants convicted, 










1 




Committed for trial at assizes and 
sessions — Misdemeanants, 












Summary convictions, . 


- 


- 


- 


- 




1 


Twice imprisoned, 














Three times imprisoned, 


_ 




2 








l' our times imprisoned, 






1 









Committals during the past year — felony — males, 45; females, 
43. Larceny, summarily and misdemeanants— males, 222 ; fe- 
males, 73. Under revenue laws — males, 4 ; females, 1 . Under 
oor Law Act — males, 1 ; females, 1. By courts martial — 

H 



North 

District. 

County of 
Londonderry 
Gaol, 
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North males, 36. Under Vagrant Act — males, 25 ; females, 12. 
District. | >:umkafds-r4nales, 160; females, 192. Lunatics— males, 3; 

Comtf of females, 4. Average daily number— males, 53Mi; females, 
Londonderry 350W. Highest at any one time — males, 82 ; females, 38. 

Gao1 ' Lowest at any one time— males, 38 ; females, 26. Average 
daily number in hospital — males, f ; females, 1111. 

Re-committals during the past year. — Once — males, 12; 
females, 20. Twice — males, 7 ; females, 31. Thrice— males, 
6 ; females, 13. Four times and more — males, 3 ; females, 13. 
Total — males, 28; females, 77. 

Punishments for prison offences during the year. — Dark cells 
— males, 23 ; females, 5. Other punishments — males, 5. Total 
— males, 28 ; females, 5. 

Humber sentenced during the year to whipping — males, 18. 

The schedule containing the total in custody on the day of 
inspection, as compared with similar returns furnished for the 
corresponding days of the three preceding years, exhibits a 
progressive diminution. 



May 22, 1852, 


136 


„ 1853, 


126 


„ 1854, 


94 


„ 1855, 


79 



Again, on taking the daily average of 1853 and 1S54, we 
find them to be 109'78 and 89T respectively— that for the lat- 
ter year having fallen below the average of the seven years 
ending in 1846, which was 90'26— whereas during the four years 
in which the famine prevailed, the amount had doubled, being 
182-78; the highest number, namely, 227, having been reached 
on the 12tli of March, 1849. 

The disproportion of females, which has already been noticed 
in former reports, has, I regret to state, in no degree abated. 
Some increase among delinquents of this sex is doubtless attri- 
butable to their seeking for medical aid in the gaol, in conse- 
quence of the closing of the lock-ward in the county hospital, 
and perhaps to the presence of a large military force ; but the 
records of drunkards and of re-committals show, very forcibly, 
the insufficiency of the existing system of discipline to either 
deter or reform. 

There were four females under rule of transportation, and 
one under that of penal servitude; and three lunatics, two 
males and one female, from both of which classes I trust that 
the prison will shortly be relieved. 

The lock-up is attended by the governor; and there is a 
patrol at night, but no tell-tale clock for the purpose of check- 
ing the rounds. The punishments were few and light in cha- 
racter, having been all inflicted by the authority of the governor 
or his deputy. 

Accommodation and State of the Gaol. 

M. F. M. V. 

Wards, . . 11 - Day Rooms, . 2 

Yards, . .15 4 Solitary Cells, . 16 * 
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M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


North 


Single Cells, . 140 


13 Work sheds, . 


19 




District. 


Sleeping Booms, . - 


12 Kitchens, 


1 




— 


No. of Beds in such 


Store Rooms, 


6 


3 


County of 
Londonderry 


Booms, . . - 


2 Laundries, . 


_ 


1 


Gaol. 


Hospital Rooms. . 3 


3 Baths, 


4 


4 




Cliapel, for both sexes, 1 


Fumigating Rooms, 


1 


1 




School Rooms, . 2 


P Reception Room, . 


1 






Workshops, . . 2 


1 Well, . 


1 


_ 





From the above schedule of accommodation, it will be per- 
ceived that the male department far exceeds the average of 
occupants, and some approximation to ‘‘separation” is accord- 
ingly carried out — the prisoners sleeping singly, taking their 
meals in their cells, and working apart in sheds. There are, 
besides, six airy and lightsome cells, specially allotted for 
the confinement of the refractory and those who are unwilling 
to labour. 

On the other hand, the female section, which is somewhat 
defective in ventilation, falls considerably below its present 
requirements ; nor is any vital improvement to be expected as 
long as the great majority of the inmates remain in association ; 
but few being placed in separation. 

Two single cells have, however, been constructed out of one 
double cell, and fitted with a stove, in order to lay the founda- 
tion, it is to be hoped, of its general application. 1 had the plea- 
sure and advantage of holding communication with two very 
active members of the Board; and I trust that the whole ques- 
tion may be now brought under the consideration of the authori- 
ties, and that a competent person may be directed to furnish 
a better plan, the one which has just been carried out being 
somewhat cumbrous and inefficient, as the position of the stove 
between the cells renders it impossible to prevent the commu- 
nication of sound. 

Undoubtedly the existing cells might be adapted, at a com- 
paratively trifling cost in proportion to the objects to be 
attained; for the experience of all those who are concerned 
1,1 ^ 1G administration of prisons, tends to the one conclusion, 
that the sole system of discipline to be relied on is that which 
arrests the spread of contamination, which renders subordina- 
tion easy and combination impossible, and which affords unin- 
terrupted opportunities not only for acquiring literary and 
mdustrial knowledge, but for self-examination and repentance. 

Ibis conviction has already been acted upon in some parts of 
Ireland, and in none with more liberality and public spirit than 
j n tllG neighbouring county of Armagh, where new buildings 
lave been erected, those previously existing not having offered 
any facilities for alteration. 

dbe prison throughout was clean, in sound repair (for the 
Maintenance ^ of 'which there is a contract), secure— -the locks 
mng in excellent order — and well ventilated, except, as noticed 
above, in the female quarter. 

* 11 abundant supply of water is conveyed to every yard, in 
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which a stone-bath is sunk, and the adoption of movable soil- 
boxes prevents the accumulation of any impurities. Clothing 
is furnished to all the prisoners; the bedding is ample, and 
sheets are used in the hospital and in the female department 
It would be found conducive to health and economy, from 
saving the wear and tear of blankets, if they were extended to 
all classes in the gaol. There ijs a laundry, but no drying- 
room, an important defect, nor lavatories — the prisoners being 
furnished with tubs for their personal ablution. 

Employment and Schools. — Productive employment consists 
almost exclusively of stone and bone breaking, and oakum- 
picking. Mat-making, to a partial extent, is also carried on ; 
and clothing, as well as clogs and shoes, are made up in the 
gaol ; but it is necessary to procure the services of a tailor for 
cutting out, there not being a single turnkey trained to any 
handicraft, so little attention has been paid to the selection ol 
officers for industrial purposes ; while, on the other hand, there 
is an entire absence of punitive labour. 

In 1853 the profit on stones and bones amounted to £56 0 s.5d.\ 
and in 1854 oakum-picking and bone breaking produced 
£48 145. 2 d. 

Number attending school during the year — males, 347 ; 
females, 319. Average number attending daily — males, 36tff ; 
females, 27/tV. 

Schooling is given daily to the males by a trained master, 
who keeps a registry of progress. The latter, however, is in- 
adequate in form, as it fails to show the graduated advance 
from total ignorance, and thus does not render justice to the 
assiduity of the teacher, nor to his power of imparting know- 
ledge. 

The chaplains examine the pupils from time to time. The 
female school has been discontinued in consequence of the in- 
firmity of the matron. In appointing her successor, as there is 
a great difficulty in finding a person who combines capacity for 
instruction with fitness to superintend discipline, I would beg 
to suggest to the Board that they should direct the females also 
to be taught by the master in the presence of an officer of their 
sex — an arrangement which has been found advantageous in 
other gaols. 

Dietary. — Males. — Breakfast — 8 oz. oatmeal, and 1 pint but- 
termilk. Dinner — 14 oz. white bread, and 1 pint new milk. 

Females. — Breakfast — 7 oz. oatmeal, and 1 pint buttermilk. 
Dinner — 12 oz. white bread, and f pint new milk. Children 
under 10 years of age. — Breakfast — 5 oz. oatmeal, and 1 pmt 
buttermilk. Dinner — 10 oz. white bread, and jpint new milk. 

One oz. oatmeal for each individual, made into gruel, for 
dinner, two days per week, instead of new milk. 

Contracts. — Bread, per lb., 2^d; oatmeal, per ton, £15 2 s.oci] 
new milk, per gallon, 5\d.\ buttermilk, per score, 9\d.‘, salt, 
per ton, £1 5s.; candles, per dozen lbs., 7s. 6d. ; soap, white, 
£2 25. per cwt. ; best brown, £1 \7s. Ad. per cwt. 

The net cost of the dietary per day, for each prisoner, on the 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Inspectors- General of Prisons in Inland. 1 01 



clay of inspection, and on the corresponding days of the three 
preceding years was, in 1852, 2 T VVc £; 1853, 1854, 

3}} cl ; 1855, 3 Id. 

There were no complaints of the provisions, except one with 
reference to the bread, which I tasted, and found to be unex- 
ceptionable. The chaplains are regular in their inspection. 

The Books and Accounts are generally kept with regularity. 
I found, however, that a misconception had hitherto existed as 
to the proper mode of recording the entry of prisoners into the 
gaol after lock-up, and the exceptional issue of diet in such cases. 

The total cost of the gaol amounted, in 1852, to£l,741 4s. 2d.; 
1853, to £1,930 1 6 s. 9 d . ; and in 1854, to £1,658 7s. 2d. 



North 

District. 

County of 
Londonderry 
Gaol. 



Officers and Salaries. 

A., Skipton, Esq., m.d., Local Inspector, 

T. II. Babington, Surgeon, 

Rev. R. Higginbotham, Protestant Chaplain, 
Rev. E. M'Bride, Roman Catholic Chaplain, 
Rev. W. M‘Clure, Presbyterian Chaplain, 
Samuel Kitchen, Governor, 

Thomas Lecky, Deputy Governor, 

Samuel Fletcher, Clerk, ' 

Thomas Swan, 1st Turnkey, 

Benjamin Wilson, 2nd do., 

Robert Cusack, 3rd do., 

Thomas Craig, 4th do., 

John Devlin, 5th do., 

James Hannan, Schoolmaster, 

Mary Cooper, Matron, . 

Eliza. Kennedy, Assistant Matron, 

Letitia Wilson, Hospital Nurse, 



£ s. d. 
90 0 0 

46 3 1 
46 3 1 

46 3 1 
130 0 0 
60 0 O 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
28 0 O 
25 O O 
22 0 0 
20 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
20 0 0 
12 0 0 



The surgeon is paid in one presentment for his attendance at 
the prison and the county infirmary. All the intern officers 
receive the gaol allowance. 

Officers’ Visits — Local Inspector, 150; Surgeon, &c., 134; 
Protestant Chaplain, 100 ; Presbyterian or Dissenting Chaplain, 
190; If Oman Catholic Chaplain, 100. 

Hospitals . — The departments for each sex were clean, and 
well appointed with baths, of different kinds, and water- 
closets. There were but three patients, one male and two 
females, the sanitary condition of the prison being usually ex- 
cellent. During the last three years the number in hospital 
the number of days 2,735, and the cost of medicine, &c., 
£136 18s. 3d. 



Board of Superintendence. 



The Mayor of Londonderry. 

Sir Robert A. Ferguson, Bart. 
I nomas Scott, Esq., j.p. 
William H. Asb, Esq., j.p. 
•James Murray, Esq., j.r. 
William Green, Esq., j.p. 



Anthony Babington, Esq., j.p. 
John Dysart, Esq., j.p. 

Marcus M'Causland, Esq., j.p. 
Harvey Nicholson, Esq., j.p. 
John B. Beresford, Esq., j.p. 
Sir Robert Bateson, Bart. 
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The Board assembles monthly. At each meeting an order is 
issued for the discharge of bills, contracts, and the salaries of 
the subordinate officers — the local inspector drawing cheques 
which are made payable to the parties entitled. The final ex- 
amination of accounts takes place before each assizes. 

Bridewells. 

Magherafelt . — One prisoner; 34 in the last quarter. The 
house very clean and in good order ; the circuit wall is, however, 
rather low and insecure ; a shed for fuel in progress of erec- 
tion; the sewerage effective, and an abundant supply of excellent 
water. The bedding sufficient and in sound condition ; petty 
sessions held fortnightly ; registry, committals, and trans- 
mittals regular. The local inspector visits from time to time. 
Dietary, 5 d. 

Coleraine . — No prisoners ; 81 in the last quarter, a large pro- 
portion of whom were drunkards; petty sessions held fortnightly, 
and transmittals immediate ; registry correct. The local in- 
spector rarely visits, but the county local inspector does so 
occasionally. It is unnecessary to make any observations upon 
the existing building, which is to be abandoned whenever the 
new bridewell, so long projected, shall be completed and cer- 
tified. I found, with great regret, that not only had no appli- 
cation to the executive been made, in conformity with the 20th 
section of the Prisons’ Act, as to the site and the plan of the 
new building, which is attached to the court-house, but that 
the design which has been carried out is so defective as to be 
utterly unsuited to its purpose. 

The number of cells falls far short of the probable require- 
ments, being less than half of those at present in use, and their 
cubic contents are quite insufficient for the due supply of air to 
the occupants. In addition to these disadvantages, their relative 
position, placed, as they are, on three tiers or stories, renders 
them difficult of supervision and access, as it would be almost 
impossible to convey drunken, infirm, or refractory prisoners to 
the upper range. Lastly, the site is in itself objectionable from 
the near approach of high and almost overhanging ground to 
the rere of the building, which impedes ventilation and affords 
facilities of communication and escape. I have no doubt, how- 
ever, that before proceeding further, the necessary steps will be 
taken for procuring the indispensable sanction of the Lord Lieu- 
tenant upon the Report of the Inspectors-General ; and having, 
in reply to/a letter addressed to me by the County Surveyor, 
stated fully' what appeared to me to be the only practicable 
course in the event of the site being retained, I await the refer- 
ence on the part of the executive ; and I confine myself to the 
remark that, in any case, a very considerable expenditure will 
have been incurred without obtaining a, proportionate amount of 
satisfactory accommodation. 

Newtownlimavady. — Two male and two female prisoners; 
39 in the last quarter. This bridewell was throughout clean, 
orderly, in good repair, and amply supplied with excellent 
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bedding. There is no water on the premises, except rain-water nobth 
from the roof ; the sewerage is effective. Registry and com- District. 

mittals very correct ; petty sessions are held fortnightly, and „ , 

transmittals are immediate. The local inspector visits occa- LmSeky. 
sionally. Dietary, 5 d. for both sexes. — 

Bridewells. 

James Gorry Connellan, Inspector- General. 



County of Longford G-aol, at Longford. — Visited the County of 

5th OF April, 1855. Longford Gaol. 



Number of Prisoners, Nature of Offences, and State of 
Discipline. 





No. 


in each Class. 


No. Sick in Hospital. 




Malos. 


Females 


Total. 


Males. 


Female 


Total. 


Master debtors, .... 


1 


- 


I 


- 


_ 


_ 


Untried. 














For Felony, 


8 


2 


10 




_ 




„ Larceny, 


2 


3 


s 




- 


- 


Tried. 

Cases disposed of at Assizes and 
Sessions. 

Of Felony or Larceny : — 














To Penal Servitude, . . . 


_ 


4 


4 




3 




,, Imprisonment, 


10 


4 


14 


3 






Of Misdemeanors, &c., . 


3 


- 


3 


- 


- 




Disposed of Summarily. 














For Larceny, .... 


_ 


1 


1 


_ 


1 




Offences under Larceny Act, 


] 


_ 


I 


1 






Non-payment of Fines and Penal- 














ties, 


4 


3 


V 








Other Misdemeanors, . 


3 




3 








Under Poor Law Act, . 




9 


2 


_ 






Vagrants, 


_ 


S 


8 




2 


o 


Drunkards, . 










Dangerous Lunatics, 


3 


“ 


3 


- 


- 


- 


Gross Total, 


36 


27 


63 


4 


6 


10 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified. 





Ages. 




10 Years and 


16 Years and 






under. 


above 10. 


above 16. 


Felons Convicted, .... 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 

2 


Misdemeanants convicted, 












Committed for trial at assizes and 














sessions— Felons, 














Summary Convictions, . 
Vagrants, 


- 


- 


1 


1 


2 


1 

2 

1 


W orkhouse offenders, . 


- 


- 


- 


_ 


- 


Twice Imprisoned, 










q 




Three times do., ... 

Five times do. and upwards, . 


- 




1 


1 


1 


6 
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North 

District. 

County of 
Longford Gaol. 



Committals during the past year. — Criminals — males, 449 ; 
females, 219- Debtors — males, 6 ; females, 1. Total — males, 
455 ; females, 220. Average daily number — males, 35f° ; 
females, 2 Iff. Highest at any one time — males, 56 ; females, 34. 
Lowest at anyone time — males, 19; females, 10. Average 
daily number in hospital — males, Iff; females, SU. 

Re-committals during the past year. — Once — males, 15 ; 
females, 8. Twice — males, 12; females, 7. Thrice — males,?; 
females, 6. Four times and more — males, 11; females, 12. 
Total — males, 45 ; females, 33. 

Punishments for prison offences during the past year. — Dark 
cells — males, 34 ; females, 2. Other punishments — males, 2, 
Total — males, 36 ; females, 2. 

Number sentenced during the year to solitary confinement- 
males, 1. Number sentenced to whipping — males, 5. Total- 
males, 6. 

The returns of the total number in custody, taken on the day 
of inspection, and on the corresponding days of the three pre- 



years, exhibit a marked decline : — 




April, 5, 


1852, 


108 




1853, 


93 




1854, 


74 




1855, 


63 



But as all gaols are subject to fluctuations, caused by local cir- 
cumstances as well as by the seasons, a more reliable proof of 
amelioration is derived from a comparison of the daily averages ; 
thus, when I find that the daily average for the seven years 
ending in 1846 was 100T4 ; that it rose, during the four years 
in which the famine and its consequences prevailed, to 183 '72, 
the highest number, namely, 244, having been attained on the 
23rd February, 1849 ; that in the year 1853 it had fallen to 731; 
and that in the last year it amounted to only 56 '8, I feel myself 
fully entitled to offer congratulation upon the improved condi- 
tion of the county ; on the other hand, the decrease of juvenile 
offenders is not so great asis observable elsewhere ; and vagrancy 
still maintains a place in the registry, which, however, is to be 
accounted for by the committal of prostitutes underthis category. 
The disproportion of females also, and the aggregate of re-com- 
mittals of both sexes, which exceeds similar returns furnished 
from other quarters, forcibly point out the policy — even on 
the ground of economy — of adopting the separate system, which 
has proved the sole effectual deterrent in preventing the re-com- 
mittal of criminals to prisons in which they have experienced 
the administration of this form of discipline. Nomodification of it 
is attempted here — even the meals being taken in the day-rooms. 
The males are classified pursuant to the requirements of the old 
Prisons’ Act, the imperfection and inadequacy of which have 
long been felt ; and the females are merely divided by day into 
sections, according to character, and occupy rooms at night, 
which contain two or more beds ; so that they are more or less 
in constant association. There were four of this sex under 
sentence of penal servitude, and three male lunatics; two 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Inspectors- General of Prisons in Ireland. 105 

classes, from tlie presence of which, I trust, the gaol will North 
speedily he relieved. A patrol is maintained at night ; hut Di8tr1ct - 
there is no tell-tale clock to measure the rounds of the officers Comu/ of 
on duty. The punishments were few and light, being all in- To,, . , Jf onl °' ao1 - 
Dieted by the authority of the governor, who was in a very 
infirm state of health, and unable to attend at my inspection. 

The gaol was creditably clean, in sound repair, free from 
damp, well ventilated, and fully supplied with bedding — cots 
being used in the male cells, and sheets issued throughout 
all the departments. The general prison clothing was in toler- 
able condition, but there was ample material in store for its 
renewal ; and a set of uniforms had been ordered for the turnkeys. 

New locks have been provided, and some new doors and gates, 
with durable hangings, are about to be erected. 

The ceiling of the school-room and a carpenter’s shop were 
in progress ; and a section of the loft allocated to weavers was 
undergoing division into two workshops for the use of the shoe- 
makers and tailors. 

Water is raised from the well, and conducted to the yards, 
which are furnished with cocks and tubs for the purposes of 
ablution. The laundry is confined in space, and the boiler is 
imperfect ; but directions have been given that a contract for 
supplying a new one should be taken. The flue in the drying- 
room is also defective. 

Accommodation. 

m. p. m. p. 

Wards, . .83 Workshops, ... 3 1 

Yards, . . .8 3 Worksheds, . . .16 

Day Rooms, . .8 3 Kitchens, ... 1 I 

Solitary Cells, . .7 - Bakery, . . . 1 

Single Cells, . .61 - Store Rooms, . .3 2 

Cells to contain three Laundries, . . . _ 1 

persons, ... 2 - Baths, ... 8 I 

Sleeping Rooms, . .6 5 Reception Rooms, . 1 _ 

Number ot Beds in such Pumps and Wells, . 1 

Rooms, . . .17 25 Tread- wheels, . .1 _ 

Hospital Rooms, . .3 1 Crank do., . .1 

Chapels, ... 1 1 Other Machines for 

School Rooms, . . 1 1 Labour, . . -711 

Employment . — Industrial occupation here is directed chiefly 
to weaving; and punitive labour is maintained by stone-breaking 
and the capstan, which is applied to grinding corn for intern 
use, the bread being baked in the prison ; an arrangement which 
secures the threefold advantage of furnishing constant employ- 
ment, of providing an excellent article of food, and of saving a 
large sum annually, as evidenced by the annexed return : — 

Amount op Bread issued from 4tii July, 1854, to 
21st February, 1855. 

£ s. d. 

9,402 lbs., at 2 \d. (market price) per lb., . 88 2 10^ 

9,402 lbs., at l^d. (gaol cost) per lb., . . 50 18 61- 

Saving to the public, . . . . 37 4 4 
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. The total of net profit produced by articles disposed of out- 
side the gaol in the two last years amounted to £33 1 7 s . 9 d. 

and £38 15s. 3d., respectively. 

Work Account, 

From Summer Assizes, 1854, to Lent Assizes, 1855. 

Dr. 

1854— July— £ s. d. £ s. d. 

Goods in Store, ... 83 6 8 

Paid for flax and hackling, . 3 16 5^ 

„ for leather and findings, 21 3 4~ 

» for do., " 2 16 11 27 16 84 

Amount gained by work, . 39 9 6“ 

£150 12 10i 

WORK SOLD FOR CASH. O. 

1855— February— £ s. d. £ s. d. 

Weaving Account, . . 3 10 0| 

Carpenters’ Work, . . 1 10 2 

Tailoring, . . . .15 4 

Shoemaking, . . . 15 10 0 

Milling, . . . . 0 8 10J 

Stonebreaking, . . . 8 1 2 30 5 7 

WORK FOR THE GAOL. 

Weaving Account, . . 8 11 84 

Carpenters’ Work, . . 19 2 3" 

Tailoring, . . . . ' 1 16 0 

Shoemaking, . . . . 10 18 84 

Stonebreaking, . . . 0 18 0“ 41 6 8 

February 21st — 

By amount of goods in store, 79 0 74 

£150 12 104 

Number attending school during the year 1854— males, 49; 
females, 37. Average number attending daily — males, 1311; 
females, 444. 

Ihe schoolmaster had been dismissed for bringing false 
charges against one of the officers, and I regret to state that 
his vacancy had not been filled up. 

Dietary. — Breakfast — Males, 8 ounces of meal made into 
stirabout, and 1 pint of buttermilk. Females, 7 ounces of meal 
made into stirabout, and 1 pint of buttermilk. 

Pinner.— Males, 14 ounces of whole -meal bread, and 1 pint 
of new milk. Females, 12 ounces of whole-meal bread, and 
| joint of new milk. 

The net cost of dietary per day for each prisoner on the day 
of inspection and on the corresponding days in the three last 
years stands thus 1852, 1 M; 1853, Hfd; 1854, 2 Id.; 
1855, 2f d. 

Contracts — . New milk, per gallon, 5d.; buttermilk, per 
gallon, 2 Id. 



North 

District. 

County of 
Longford Gaol. 
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There were no complaints. The bread, which is made of Nokth 
whole-meal, was excellent ; I found some entries by one of the • District - 
chaplains condemnatory of the milk. The inspection of the County of 
provisions by these officers is made with great care and Lon sf° rcl aao/ - 
regularity. 

Books and Accounts . — No journal is kept by the govern or — 
an omission which I directed to be henceforth supplied. The 
books directed by the Court of Queen’s Bench are in charge of 
the deputy-governor, and are filled with laudable accuracy, some 
additional checks being provided by the endorsement of the 
exact time at which each committal and discharge takes place. 

Orders have been issued by the Board that the industrial 
accounts shall be made up to the end of each month, previous 
to their meeting; and that a report shall be furnished to them 
of the daily occupation of each prisoner, whether at productive 
or punitive labour. The total cost of the gaol, including diet- 
ary, salaries, &c., was, for the last three years, as follows : — 

£1,157 45. 0 id.; £1,228 14s. lid.; £1,260 16s. 5±d. 

Officers and Salaries . 

£ 5. d. 

William Walker, Esq., Local Inspector, . 75 0 0 

Rev. Robert J. Card, Protestant Chaplain, 36 18 6 
Rev. John O’Reilly, Roman Catholic do., . 36 18 6 
Rev. Thomas Kennedy, Protestant Dissent- 
ing Chaplain, 36 18 6 

Henry Edgeworth, Esq., Surgeon, . . — 

Hugh Morrow, Esq., Governor, . . 200 0 0 

Charles H. Hyde, Apothecary, . . . 20 0 0 

Henry Robinson, Deputy-Governor, . . 40 0 O 

Sarah Wilson, Matron, . . . . 40 0 O 

Robert M‘Nally, Gate-porter, . . . 35 O O 

John Mulligan, Turnkey and Carpenter, . 30 0 0 
Christopher Duggan, Turnkey and Miller, 30 0 O 
William Addy, Turnkey and Tailor, . 30 O 0 

EdWard Kenny, Turnkey, . . . 30 0 0 

Alexander Hamilton, Turnkey and Super- 
intendent of Tread-wheel, . . . 30 0 0 

Anna Maria Fife, Female Turnkey, . . 18 0 0 

The surgeon is paid in one presentment, for his attendance 
in the gaol and the hospital. None of the officers are on prison 
allowance. 

Officers’ Visits .— Local Inspector, 244 ; Surgeon, &c., 229 ; 

Protestant Chaplain, 208 ; Presbyterian or Dissenting Chaplain, 

206 ; Roman Catholic Chaplain, 23 1 ; Apothecary, 1 09. 

Hospitals . — There were four male and six female patients in 
the hospitals, which were very clean, well ventilated, and ample 
in accommodation. In the last three years the return stands 
thus : — 

No. in Hospital. No. of Days. Cost of Medicine. 

67 . . 1,576 . . £25 

71 . . 2,182 . . 25 

71 . . 1,787 . . 20 
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North 

District. 

County of 
Longford Gaol. 



Board of Superintendence. 



Henry Musters, Esq., j.p. 
George Lefroy, Esq. 
Ambrose Bole, Esq., j.p. 
Edward E. Hill, Esq., k.m. 
John Crawford, Esq., j.p. 
Henry Crawford, Esq., j.p. 



Charles W. Levinge, Esq., j.p. 
Richard W. Bond, Esq., j.p. ' 
Alexander C. Kingstone, Esq. 
George Evers, Esq., j.p.’ 
John Shuldham, Esq., j.p. 
James Rock, Esq., j.p. 



The Board assembles monthly, and at each meeting pays the 
smaller bills and the salaries of the subordinate officers ; con- 
tracts and accounts of larger amount being discharged at each 
assizes. 

J. Corry Connellan, Inspector- General. 



Since the above was in type an escape took place from the 
gaol, the particulars of which were investigated and reported 
upon by the Board of Superintendence, at the instance of my 
colleague and myself. 

It appeared that between ten and eleven o’clock in the 
forenoon of the 20th of June, a turnkey, attended by a single 
prisoner, was engaged in putting up water-shoots, for which 
purpose a scaffolding and ladder were employed, and that 
having occasion to light a fire in the forge, in order to prepare 
some holdfasts, he quitted his work to obtain the key, leaving 
the prisoner alone without any supervision, who at once availed 
himself of the means of escape thus invitingly placed within his 
reach. 

Although I am disposed to concur in the conclusion of the 
Board that no imputation of guilty connivance attaches to the 
turnkey, I cannot withhold my opinion that an escape, taking 
place in the broad daylight under such circumstances, argues 
gross negligence, and evinces not only a very lax state of dis- 
cipline, but a want of due energy on the part of the Governor, 
who fails to exercise a stringent and vigilant authority. 

J. C. C. 
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County of 



Louth Gaol, at Dundalk — Visited the 29th 



of March, 1855. 



County of 
Louth Gaol. 



Number of Prisoners, Nature of Offences, and State of 



I No, in each Class. 



Denomination of Class. 


Males. 


Females 


Total. 


Master debtors, • 


2 


- 


2 


Untried. 




7 


12 


For Larceny, • 


1 


1 




For Misdemeanors, • 

Deserters, • 

Tried. 

Cases Disposed of at Assizes and Sessions. 








of Felony or Larceny 




] 


I 


To Penal Servitude for Vagrancy, 


16 


13 


29 


To Imprisonment, • 

Of Misdemeanors, &c., • 


6 




6 


Disposed of Summarily. 




2 




Offences under Larceny Act, 


4 




4 


Other Misdemeanors, • 


1 


- » 


1 


Dialer Poor Law Act, • 

Drunkards, • • 




4 


6 


Gross Total, 


39 


28 


67 



Or FENCES, &C., OF JUVENILES CLASSIFIED AT THE TIME OF 
Inspection. 



Ages. 



Felons convicted, 

Misdemeanants convicted, . 

Felons committed for trial at As 
sizes and Sessions, 

Summary convictions, 

Workhouse offenders, . 

Twice imprisoned, 

Four times imprisoned, 

Five times imprisoned and upwards : 



10 Years and 
under. 


16 Years and 
above 10. 


20 Y ears and 
above 16. 


SI. 


F. 


SI. 


F. 


SI. 


F. 




- 


3 




4 


3 


- 


~ 


- 




1 




- 




: 


1 


1 


- 






1 






_ 




_ 


1 


_ 


1 


- 




_ 


1 


- 


5 


3 










2 


— 



Committals during the past year —Males, 421 i, females^ ,283. 
Average daily number— males, 39?!; females, 28 T b Highest 
at any one time— males, 41 ; females, 33. Lowest at any one 
time — males, 20 ; females, 19. . . Q . 

Re-committals during the past year.— Once— males, 1 , 

females, 10. Twice— males, 8 ; females, 9. Thrice— males, 4. 
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Four times and more — males, 5 ; females, 8. Total — males 35 • 
females, 27. 

Punishments for prison offences during the past year- 
males, 12 ; females, 4. 

Number sentenced during the year to solitary confinement- 
males, 3; females, 4. Whipping — males, 10. 

Total number of all classes in gaol on the day corresponding 

with that of the inspection for the last three years 1852 

107 ; 1853, 87 ; 1854, 48 ; 1855, 67. 

The total confined on the day of inspection exceeds that 
recorded on the corresponding day of the last year, but falls 
much below the preceding returns. The committals, however, 
of both sexes, exhibit a marked improvement, on a comparison 
of the two years — the number of males being as 426 to 532, 
and of females as 283 to 316. The daily average, too— the 
surest test of 'the requirements of a gaol as to accommodation 
— has fallen back to the amount at which it stood for a period 
of seven years ending in 1846, the commencement of the famine, 
and consequently of general demoralization. Vagrants and 
workhouse offences, I am also happy to report, have nearly dis- 
appeared from the classification, as well as crimes of a graver 
character; and the diminution of juveniles at and below the 
age of sixteen years is a further subject for congratulation. 
On the other hand, drunkenness appears to be on the increase. 
There were no convicts under sentence of transportation, and 
but one female under that of penal servitude. The punish- 
ments, which had all been inflicted by the authority of the 
governor, were few and light, evidencing a steady maintenance 
of discipline, to which the separate system eminently conduces, 
from its prevention of all intercommunication between the 
prisoners. 



Accommodation. 



Wards for separate sys- 
tem, 18. 

Day rooms for poor 

debtors, ... 1 1 

Rooms for master debtors, 2 1 

Solitary cells, . .2 2 

Single cells, 116. 

Hospital rooms, . .2 1 

Do. bath, 1. 



Chapels, 1. 

Worksheds, . .24 

Kitchen, 1. 

Store rooms, 4. 

Laundry, . . . - 1 

Baths, , ... 1 1 

Fumigating rooms, 1. 

Reception cells, 2. 

Pumps and wells, 1. 



The building throughout was in a creditable state of cleanli- 
ness and order, and sufficiently furnished with bedding; sheets 
being used — a healthful and economical practice, which ought 
to be universally adopted. The cells are fitted with basins and 
water-closets, and arc of ample size, their dimensions being 
thirteen feet in length by seven feet in breadth, and nine feet 
in height. The ventilation, however, might undoubtedly be 
improved by the substitution of a movable window, so as to 
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■llnw for tie constant introduction of fresh air in fine -weather, 

' mi at all times in the absence of the prisoners when at exercise, 
or engaged in extern employment. The winter temperature 
Ins been found to be rather low, but not to hare affected m- 
inriouslv the health of the inmates. The sewerage is effective, 
but the supply of water is scanty, an inconvenience which, it is 
to be hoped, will be removed by the further sinking of a well, 
which was suspended during the late severe season, and is about 
to be resumed. There are a few defects, which could be easily 
remedied, such as the want of a drying-room, and of circuit 
walls for enclosing the exercising yards allotted to debtors and 
lunatics; inasmuch as at present the criminal prisoners might, if 
they escaped the observation of the turnkeys, range round the 

whole building. , . ■ „ 

The hospital also, which, at the time of my visit was unoc- 
cupied, requires protection against damp, by either weather- 
slating or the application of cement — the face of the walls being 
so rough as to allow for the lodgment of rain. 



North . 
District. 

County of 
LouLli Haol. 



Pairs blankets, 
Pairs sheets, 

Pugs, 

Hammocks or cots, 
Bed-ticks, . 



Stock. 



184 Shirts, 




. 131 


5A\ Jackets, 




. 138 


105** Trowsers, 




. 173 


112 Caps, 




. 90 


144 Pairs shoes, . 




. 128 



Employment ancl Schools. — The employment of the males was 
limited to mat-making and stonebreaking ; and of the females to 
the works ordinarily carried on by prisoners of their sex, such as 
sewing, netting, spinning, &c. Only one of the turnkeys is a 
handicraftsman, having been trained as a shoemaker; and I would 
earnestly suggest to the High Sheriffs, as long as the appoint- 
ment of subordinate gaol officers is vested in them, to be careful 
in selecting persons capable of teaching trades specially adapted 
to the separate system. A resident tailor, for instance, to cut 
out and superintend the making up of the clothing is much 
needed. The total of net profit produced by articles disposed 
of outside the gaol stands thus: — 1853, £23 5s. 9 \d.\ 1854, 
£38 16s. 1 \d. Punitive labour is supplied by a crank-pump, 
which is worked by" eight men placed in separate compart- 
ments, but there is no shot-drill in operation, nor any of the less 
exhausting kinds of deterrent exercise. 

Number attending school during the year — 109 males; 43 
females. Average attending daily — 9ts°? males ; 7Ar females. 

School instruction is given in the chapel, which has been par- 
tially prepared for this purpose. The registry of progress does 
not exhibit the graduated advance of the pupils ; and hereafter, 
when a clearer form shall have been brought into use, it would 
he desirable that the chaplains should examine them from time 
to time, at uncertain periods, in order to test the accuracy of 
the entries of improvement. 

Dietary and Contracts. — Bread, 2 per lb. ; oatmeal, 1 is. 
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per cwt. ; Indian meal, 1 3s. per cwt. ; new milk, 2^-d. per 
quart; salt, 2s. 6d. per cwt.; coals, 17s. id. per ton \ straw 
Is. 6d. per cwt. ; candles, 8d. per lb. ; soap, 40s. per cwt. ’ 

First Class. — Males — Breakfast — 8 oz. meal in stirabout, and 
i pint of new milk. Dinner — 14 oz. of bread and 1 pint of new 
milk. 

Second Class. — Females — Breakfast — 7 oz. meal in stirabout 
and £ pint of new milk. Dinner — 12 oz. of bread and £ pint of 
new milk. 

Third Class — Males and Females under ten years — Break- 
fast — 5 oz. meal in stirabout, and i pint of new milk. Dinner 

— 10 oz. of bread and ± pint of new milk. Supper 4 oz. of 

bread and 14- naggin of new milk. 

Prisoners sentenced to one month receive for dinner 1 pint 
of oatmeal gruel instead of milk. All prisoners in custody re- 
ceive tw r o days in each week gruel in lieu of milk. 

Net cost of dietary — 





1852. 


1853. 


1854. 


I 1855. 


Males, 


2 md. 


3 $d. 


i 


4 h m d. 


Females, 




241 id. 


1 


Mid. 



There were some few complaints of the stirabout, which did 
not appear to be well grounded ; the objection arising from the 
circumstance that on two days in the week the meal is cooked 
by steam, the effect of which is to produce a less solid sub- 
stance. The provisions are regularly inspected by the chaplains. 

Books and Accounts . — Some of the books prescribed by the 
Court of Queen’s Bench are not kept with sufficient accuracy. 
As these were devised with the view of establishing a system 
of mutual and common checks, any failure in the proper filling 
of one of them, impairs the means of detection and correction 
with regard to ail. I have no doubt, however, that this omis- 
sion will be supplied in future, as well as that of the governor's 
journal, a document of great value, not only in recording the 
amount of duty actually performed, but in showing the time at 
which particular transactions, often involving the character of 
officers, occurred. The total cost of the gaol — 1852, £l,200 4s.; 
1853, £1,203 135. 9 d . ; 1854, £1,325 2s. 5d. 



Officers and Salaries. 

Pev. J. H. Allpress, Local Inspector, 

„ Chaplain, 

Rev. G-. "Weir, Roman Catholic do., 
Rev. Wm. MTiinch, Dissenting do., 
Edward G-. Brunker, Esq., 

Mr. Francis Scott, Apothecary, 

Mr. Francis Lamb, Governor, 

James Johnston, First Warder, 



Richard Ruth, Third Warder, 

William Woods, Fourth Warder, . 

Nicholas Campion, Fifth Warder, Shoemaker, 35 



£ 


s. 


d. 


. 50 


0 


0 


. 36 


18 


6 


. 36 


18 


6 


. 36 


18 


6 


. 15 


0 


0 


. 176 


15 


6 


. 45 


0 


0 


er, 35 


0 


0 


. 35 


0 


0 


. 35 


0 


0 



0 0 
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Peter Murphy, Sixth Warder, 

Robert Stratton, Schoolmaster, 

Mary Ann Mangan, Matron, 

Elizabeth Clarke, Assistant Matron, 

The surgeon is paid by one presentment for his attendance 
at the gaol and county infirmary. None of the officers receive 
the prison allowance, but the salaries of the turnkeys, &c., 
have latterly been raised, in consequence of the great increase 
in the, price of all necessaries. 

OKcers' Visits . — Local Inspector, also Protestant Chaplain, 

2lg . Surgeon, &c., 24S ; Presbyterian or Dissenting Chaplain, 

185; Roman Catholic Chaplain, 212. 

Hospitals . — There are departments assigned to each sex. 

The rooms were clean but damp, as observed above. The gaol 
has enjoyed a remarkable immunity from grave disease, no 
prisoners having yet been sent to hospital since the opening of 
the gaol, above a year ago. Chronic cases, however, and those of 
a trifling character, are treated in the cells, one of the many 
advantages which belong to the system of “ separation.” 

All extras in diet and medical appliances are very properly 
ordered by the surgeon in his own handwriting. 

Number in hospital — 1852, 31 ; 1853, 28 ; 1854, 4. Cost 
of medicine, 1852, £13 is. 2 d . ; 1853, £14 6s, 6d . ; 1854, 

£21 6s. id. Number of days, 1852, 676; 1853,421; 1854,243, 

Board of Superintendence. 

Right Hon. Earl of Roden. John Townley, Esq. 

Right Hon. Lord Clermont. John Murphy, Esq, 

Sir J. S. Robinson, Bart. Patrick Wynne, Esq. 

Graham .Johnston, Esq. John Black, Esq, 

Robert Haig, Esq. Michael Kelly, Esq. 

Myles W. O’Reily, Esq. i Patrick James Byrne, Esq. 

The Board meets monthly, when the salaries of the subordi- 
nate officers are paid, but bills, contracts, &c., are discharged at 
each assizes, when the whole financial condition ol the gaol is 
submitted to a committee of the Grand Jury. Each member 
of the Board in turn makes a monthly inspection of the pri- 
son, an excellent arrangement. 

BridcvJell. Bridewell.- 

Ardee. — One male confined here ; forty-four in the last Ardee. 
quarter. The house clean and in good repair, and the sewers 
and pump effective. The blankets and bed ticks thin and 
worn. A fresh supply required. Petty sessions held fortnightly 
without fail. Committals and registry correct, and transmittals 
immediate. Dietary, 4 \d. for males, and Ad. for females (4 d for 
drunkards of the former sex, and 3\d. for the latter). I he 
local inspector sometimes visits, as well as the magistrates 
attending petty sessions. 

J. Corky Connellan, Inspector-General. 
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County of the Town of Drogheda Gaol. — Visited the 
26th of June, 1855. 



Number of Prisoners, Nature of Offences, and State of 
Discipline. 





No. i 


n each Class. 


Denomination of Class. 


Males. 


Females 


Total. 


Pauper Debtors, 


1 


1 


2 


Untried. 








Por Felony, 


1 


I 


2 


,, Larceny, 




1 


1 


Misdemeanors, 




- 


1 


Deserters, 


4 


- 


4 


Tried. 

Cases Disposed of at Assizes and Sessions. 
Of Felony or Larceny : — 








To Penal Servitude, 


1 


- 


1 


To Imprisonment 


3 


4 


7 


Of Misdemeanors, &c., 




1 


3 : 


Disposed of Summarily. 








Offences under Larceny Act, ..... 


1 


1 


2 


Other Misdemeanors, 


1 


- 


1 


Vagrants, 


1 


7 


8 


Drunkards, 


1 


I 


2 


Dangerous Lunatics, . . . 




1 


1 


Gross Totals, 


17 


18 


35 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified. 









Ages. 








10 Years and 
under. 


16 Years and 
above 10. 


20 Years and 
above 16. 




M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


Felons convicted, 




_ 


1 


2 


1 


1 


Misdemeanants convicted, . 
Committed for trial at Assizes and 


“ 


- 


~ 




~ 


1 


Sessions — Felons, 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


Summary convictions. 


- 


- 


2 


- 


- 




Vagrants, 

Twice imprisoned, 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 




- 


- 


1 


- 


- 




Three times do., 


- 


- 


2 


1 


1 


- 


Four times do., 


~ 


_ 


— 


I 







Committals during the past year, 1854. — Felony— males, 36; 
females, 17. Petty larceny, summarily — males, 15 ; females, 1. 
Misdemeanors, summarily — males, 112 ; females, 48. Desert- 
ers males, 16. Vagrants— males, 8; females, 58. Drunk- 

ards — males, 122 ; females, 89. Pv-evenue laws — males, 2. 
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North 

District. 



Inspector 

Total— males, 311 ; females, 213. Average daily number 

males 19A ; females, StV Highest number at any one time 

males 26: females, 17. Lowest number at any one time— CaWfbfm 
males! 13 ; females, 6. Average daily number in hospital— Dr ^' e ’j a % aol 
males 14-; females, l£. 

Re-committals during the past year, 1854.— Once— males, 24 ; 
females.il. Twice — males, 5; females, 1. 1 hrice males, 4; 

' females 3 Four times and more — males, 2 ; females, 13. 

Punishments for prison offences during the year 1854— 

Dark cells— males, 56 ; females, 6. Other punishments — 

males, 27 ; females, 9. . 1 

' Number sentenced during the year to whipping— males, 15. 

A comparison of the total number of all: classes in custody 
neon the day of inspection, and upon the corresponding-days 
of the three preceding years, does not furnish any grounds for 

, t 4-T-w-v nvDODrit. -novinfl. 





Males. 


Females. ‘ 


Total. 


June 26, 1852, 


25 


11 


36 


„ 1853, 


17 


8 , • 


25 


• 1854, 


16 


. ... 13 


,-29 


„ 1855, 


17 


18 


35 



The daily averages, however, exhibit a general diminution, 
though it does not apply to the juvenile offenders who would 
appear to be stationary ; nor to the females, jdssfe being a pro- 
portionate increase of the latter, probablf attributable to the 
presence of a larger military force, and to-the operation of the 
Towns’ Improvement Act, under which more frequent commit- 
tals for longer periods of imprisonment take place. 

The constant recurrence to the gaol (as may be seen by the 
schedule of re -committals) of delinquents of this sex will; of 
itself, be a forcible argument for the adoption of a more strin- 
gent form of discipline; but, happily, it is needless to enlarge 
upon this topic, or upon the many crying wants and evils arising 
out of the inadequacy of the accommodation and of the staff ; 
and I confine -myself, therefore, to the brief statement, that the 
building was clean, hut that in other indispensable particulars 
the condition of the establishment was far from satisfactory, the 
issue of prison clothing being very limited, and the Redding 
insufficient in amount. 

; , The imperfection of the sewerage, and the scaiitv. supply ot 
water during the autumn, are matters to be considered in dea - 
ing with the proposed plans, which will, it is to be hoped, 
obviate all that has hitherto been excepted to in point- ot con- 



straction and classification. . „ , 

Employment and Schools.— The productive labour ot the 
males is confined to stone-breaking, and to tke ^manufacture o 
brashes and mats ; one of the turnkeys, who is a weaver y 
trade, being capable of teaching the rudiments ot these latter 
branches. The females -are engaged in washing, making, an 
mending the prison clothing, which, for the reason above men- 
tioiied, affords but occasional employment. 
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The total of net profit produced by articles disposed of 
outside the gaol was, in 1853, £10 18s. Qd.; and in 1854. 
£8 8s. T id. 

School instruction is given to males for two hours and a-half, 
daily, but none to the females. It would be desirable that 
prisoners of the latter sex should also be taught in the presence 
of a matron, by the schoolmaster, whoni it would be, conse- 
quently, necessary to relieve of a portion of his duties as 
turnkey. 

A registry of progress is kept, to which is attached a sche- 
dule showing satisfactorily the graduated advancement. It 
would, however, be of great advantage if the chaplains were to 
examine the pupils from time to time, so as to test the accuracy 
of the record of improvement. 

Number attending school during the year 1854 — males, 145. 
Average number attending daily — males, 16. 

Dietary. — Breakfast— Males, 4 oz. of oatmeal, 4 oz. of Indian 
meal, and l pint of buttermilk. Females, 3 oz. of oatmeal, 4 oz. 
of Indian meal, and 3 naggins of buttermilk. 

Dinner. — Males, 14 oz. of bread, and 1 pint of buttermilk. 
Females, 1 2 oz. of bread, and 3 naggins of buttermilk. 

On two days in each week 1 oz. of meal, made into gruel, 
is issued in lieu of buttermilk. All prisoners sentenced to one 
month and under, receive 1 oz. of oatmeal made into gruel for 
dinner. 

Contracts - — White bread, per lb., 2 \d.; brown bread, per 
lb., 1 \d.; oatmeal, per cwt., 155.; Indian meal, per cwt., 12.?.; 
new milk, per gallon, 8 d. ; buttermilk, per gallon, 2\d. ;^salt, 
per cwt., 25 . ‘2d. ; coals, per ton, 17s. ; candles, per lb., 
soap, per stone. 45. 8 d. 

The net cost of the dietary per day, for each prisoner, on the 
day of inspection, and on the corresponding days in the three 
joreceding years, stood thus: — 1852, 2-Mod.; 1853, lf< hd.; 
1854, 2 Mod.; 1855, 2 fl. 

There were a few complaints of the dietary, -which appeared 
to me groundless — the bread, especially, being of excellent 
quality. The provisions are regularly inspected by the chap- 
lains. 

Books and Accounts .— The forms prescribed by the Court of 
Queen’s Bench are carefully observed. The total cost of the gaol, 
including dietary, salaries, &c., was, in 1852, £496 145. 6f d.; 
in 1853, £515 145. 9 d. ; and in 1854, £503 45. Id. 



Officers and Salaries. 

Rev. Patrick Hanratty, Local Inspector, ., 

Rev. George Needham, Protestant Chaplain, .. 
Rev Francis Montague, Roman Catholic Chaplain, 
Robert Pentland, Surgeon, 

James Hughes, Governor, . ... 

William Totten, Turnkey and Weaver, . 
William Loures, Turnkey, .... 



£ 


s. 


d. 


10 


0 


0 


30 


0 


0 


30 


0 


0 


80 


0 


0 


20 


0 


0 


20 


0 


0 
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£ s. d. 

Richard Bourke, Schoolmaster and Assistant- 

Turnkey, . • • • • • . 20 0 0 

Margaret M‘Donnell, Matron, , . . • 10 0 0 

The surgeon is paid in one presentment for liis attendance 
at the infirmary and the prison. All the intern officers receive 
the gaol allowance. 

Officers’ Visits . — Local Inspector, 38; Surgeon, &c., 51; 
Protestant Chaplain, 50 ; Roman Catholic Chaplain, 68. 

Hospital . — There is one room set apart for sick males; 
but happily there were no patients of either sex at the time of 
my visit. 



No. in Hospital. Total No. of Days. 



Cost of Medicine. 
£ s. cl. 



No. of Deaths. 
Females. 



1852, 

1853, 

1854, 



30 


732 


12 


4 


10 


. 


30 


919 


11 


15 


o 


. % 


26 


1,032 


7 


14 


5 


> 



Board of Superintendence. 



Thomas Hammond, Esq., Mayor 
Edward Atkinson, Esq., j.p 
William Cairnes, Esq., j.p. 
Thomas Carty, Esq , j.p. 

James Mathews, Esq., j.p. 
Patrick Mathews, Esq., j.p. 



Patrick Boylan, Esq. 
Patrick Casey, Esq. 

John Drew, Esq. 

Francis W. Leland, Esq. 
John O’Neill, Esq. 

I Peter Verdon, Esq. 



The Board is bound to hold monthly meetings ; but during 
the present year there have been already three failures of 
attendance, which have led to considerable inconvenience. 
It is due to Mr. Boylan, whom I have had the pleasure of finding 
at his post at all my inspections, that he is most attentive to his 
duties. 

At each meeting contracts and bills are discharged, the pay- 
ment of the salaries being made at the assizes. 

General Observations . — My ex-colleague and myself having, 
on many occasions, felt ourselves bound to discharge the painful 
office of animadverting strongly upon the defects of the existing 
building, and upon the difficulties and obstructions which have 
been raised from time to time to all projects of adequate im- 
provement, I turn with pleasure to the prospect of immediate 
amelioration, the Grand Jury having, at the summer assizes, 
given their approval to plans which had been preliminarily con- 
sidered by the Inspectors- General in conjunction with the 
officers of the Board of Works. As soon, therefore, as the 
requisite contracts shall be submitted, together with the above 
plans, to the Lord Lieutenant, we shall, upon reference being 
made to us, be prepared to report favourably, with the view of 
obtaining the sanction of the executive for the commencement 
of a system of effectual administration both deterrent and 
reformatory. 

J. Corr y Connellan, Inspector- General. 
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County of Mayo Gaol, at Castlebar, \isited the 16th 
and 17th of May, 1855. 



Number of Prisoners, Nature of Offences, and State of 



Denomination of Class. 


No. 


n each Class. i 


No. Sick in Hospital. 


Males. 


Females 


Total. 


Males. 


females 


Total. 


Master Debtors, .... 


2 


_ 


2 1 


1 


- 


- 


Pauper Debtors, .... 












~ 


Untried. 














Por Felony, 


7 


3 


10 


- 




- 


,, Larceny, 














,, Misdemeanors, 






5 








Tried. 














Cases disposed of at Assizes and 














Sessions. 














Of Felony or Larceny 














To Transportation, 














To Penal Servitude, . 














To Imprisonment, 










1 




Disposed of Summarily. 














For Larceny, .... 


3 


2 


5 




- 


“ 


Offences under Larceny Act, 


- 


- 










In default of Bail, 


- 






- 






Other Misdemeanors, 


11 




16 


~ 






Under Poor Law Act, . 


1 






~ 




“ 


Under Revenue Laws, . 


7 












Vagrants, 




- 










Dangerous Lunatics, 


8 












Gross Total, 


64 


i 50 


114 


5 


2 


7 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified. 





Ages. 


10 Years and 
under. 


16 Years and 
above 10. 


20 Years and 
above 16. 




M. 


F. 


M. F. 


M. 


F. 


Felons convicted, 




- 


- 1 


3 




Misdemeanants convicted, 






2 




3 


Committed for trial at assizes and 












sessions — Felons, 




- 


- ; 1 


4 




Misdemeanants, 


- 


- 


3 ! - 


~ 




Summary convictions, . 


- 


~ 








Twice imprisoned, 


- 


_ 


1 , - 


4 


l 


Three times imprisoned, 




- 


_ j 


1 




Four times imprisoned, 


" 


- 


" IV 


1 






Commitals during the past year — Males, 453 ; females, 197- 
Average daily number — males, 78; females, 40-g-. Highest a 
any one time — males, 103; females, 47. Lowest at any one 
time— males, 53 : females. 32. Average daily number in hos- 
pital-males, 2j ; females, If. 
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Re-committals during the past year — Once — males, 23 ; 
females, 13. Twice — males, 13; females, 9. Thrice — males, 
8; females, 6. Four times and more — males, 5; females, 3. 
Total— males 49; females, 31. 

Punishments for prison offences during the year.— Dark cells 

males, 1 7 ; females, 1 . Other punishments — males, 6 ; females, 

2. Total — males, 22 ; females, 3. 

On comparing the aggregate of prisoners in custody on the 
iTth of May during three years, we find a progressive reduc- 
tion-1853, 179; 1854, 141; 1855, 114. 

This result is further evidenced by the daily averages ; that for 
1 853, namely, 168^, having fallen in last year to 1 28* 1 . Again , the 
average for the seven years which preceded the famine amounted 
to 172’49, and during that calamitous period, which extended 
over four years, had risen to no less a sum than 218‘32 ; the 
culminating point having been attained on the 11th of March, 
1849, when the gaol registry exhibited the appalling total 
of 606. 

It is to be remarked, however, that there has been a slight in- 
crease of prisoners since the winter, which it is difficult to account 
for, as throughout the kingdom employment and enlistment have 
favourably affected that portion of the male population, from 
which criminals are derived, although these influences do not reach 
the females. On the other hand, the recommittals of the males 
are lower, and juvenile offences, vagrancy, and drunkenness, 
which have hitherto swelled the returns, have experienced a 
great decline. Indeed, if the debtors be subtracted, the lunatics 
and those under rule of transportation or penal servitude (the 
two latter classes being removable), there would be a deduction 
of twenty-seven from the above schedule, thus leaving a balance 
of but eighty-seven prisoners to represent a population of 
274,830, according to the Census taken in 1851. 

There is no approximation to the separate system carried out 
here. The male convicts and those sentenced to penal ser- 
vitude take their meals in their cells, and the latter are 
confined each in a single cell, except during the hours of 
exercise; but the other prisoners of this sex are classified in 
conformity with the prescriptions of the Prisons’ Act. Unfor- 
tunately the cells do not contain a sufficient number of cubic 
feet to be rendered applicable to the requirements of the 
3rd and 4th Victoria, cap. 44; it being found necessary to 
move the before-mentioned prisoners, who are thus partially- 
“separated” from one cell to another, as the uninterrupted 
occupation of the same limited space might otherwise be pre- 
judicial to their health. The females are merely divided into 
three classes according to character. 

The lock-up is attended by the governor and deputy-governor, 
and there is a tell-tale clock which measures the circuits of the 
night patrol. The necessity for vigilance has been strongly shown 
by the fact, that there have been three attempts to escape in the 
course of the' present year (two since my inspection), which 
happily were detected, and the offenders punished. Two of 
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North those attempts having been made simultaneously, and the mode 
District. t jjem having been identical, a strong argument is afforded 
cfff-yof against “association,” as doubtless the opportunities of inter- 
Mmjo Gaol, course enables the delinquents to devise a plot in concert. The 
punishments were few and light, and all inflicted by the 
authority of the governor, except in the cases just referred to. 

Accommodation. 

M. F. 

Wards, ... 8 3 Males in No. 1 day 

Yards,’ ... 9 4 hall, . 

Day rooms, ..73 Workshops, , 

Solitary cells, ..33 Worksheds, . 

Single cells, . . 140 48 Kitchen, 1. 

Cells to contain three Store rooms, 2. 

persons, . ,14 4 Laundry, 1. 

Sleeping rooms, . 4 2 Lavatories, 

No. of beds in such Baths, . 

rooms, # , t 3 6 I^GCGptiori rooms, • 

Hospital rooms, 2 2 Pumps and wells, 1. 

Chapels, 1. Tread-wheels, 1. 

School rooms, . . - 1 

The building throughout, as to sound repair, ventilation, and 
cleanliness, was in a highly commendable condition. The 
bedding is ample, but some of the tickens are rather worn, and 
sheets are used only in the hospital. The locks are kept in order 
by a smith resident in Castlebar, a very unsafe arrangement 
which, within my own experience, has led elsewhere to prison 
breach. 

The issue of gaol clothing is restricted to those whose own 
are unfit for wear, and no shoes are supplied to the females. 
I gjn aware that in summer the habit of the county is to dispense 
with them ; hut in winter they are required as a protection 
against the cold and damp ; and the 7Sth and 87th sections of 
the Prisons’ Act point out the duty both of the Board and of 
the Inspectors-General with regard to these matters. 

The sewers are flushed by the shoots from the roof, and 
well-water, -which is raised by the tread-wheel, is conveyed to 
every yard ; tubs being used for the personal ablution of the 
prisoners. 

In conclusion, I cannot refrain from expressing the earnest 
hope that the local authorities, taking into consideration the 
diminished number of prisoners, and the consequent amount oi 
available room which is placed at their disposal, may be in- 
duced to adapt the whole building to the carrying out oi 
“separation’’ in its integrity, the only reliable system for pie- 
venting the spread of contamination, and which combines 
deterrent and reformatory principles; and I am the more induce 
to entertain this hope from my knowledge of the trustworthi- 
ness of the superior officers, and of their fitness to give eftect o 
this form of discipline , 

Employment and Schoo fo.— Productive labour among tne 
males 's supplied chiefly by stone-breaking. Weaving is some- 



M. F. 
1 

1 

1 



10 3 

10 I 
1 1 
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times executed for intern consumption as well as for extern 
Bale but is dependent upon the casual committal of a weaver, 
the prisoners almost invariably belonging to the agricultural 
class 1 and being unacquainted with handicrafts. M oreover, none 
f t u e turnkeys, who are nominated by the sheriffs, have been 
selected for their knowledge of trades. They have, however, 
acciuired a certain amount of general aptitude, so that clog- 
making, carpentry, painting and glazing, are carried out within 



The females are engaged in spinning, washing, and making 
TO bed-ticks and their own clothing, but these works furnish 
but little employment, which is the more to be deplored, as 
idleness in association must necessarily lead to evil consequences. 

Punitive labour is maintained by the tread-wheel, which is 
applied to pumping water, but is not divided into compartments, 
the addition of which would be highly desirable. 

School instruction is given to the males for two hours daily 
by a turnkey who had been previously a teacher, and for one 
hour to the females by the matron. The register of the 
National Board is in use, but it is scarcely adapted to the very 
low state of education which prevails among the criminal 
classes, as it does not give the graduated advance from total 
ignorance; and thus, in cases of short imprisonment, which 
constitute the great majority, injustice is done to the master, as 
a proficiency, which may be creditable to his assiduity, and to 
the industry of the pupil, would not appear. 

Number attending schools during the year— 47 males; 31 
females. Average number attending daily — 1 2 males ; 1 0J- 
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ltjuiaxea. , 1 . , , , 

Dietary. — Breakfast — Males, 8 oz. oatmeal, and 1 pint but- 
termilk. Females, 7 oz. oatmeal, and 1 pint buttermilk. 
Juveniles, 5 oz. oatmeal, and 1 pint buttermilk. 

Dinner— Males, 14 oz. Bread, and 1 pint sweet milk. 
Females, 12 oz. bread, and f pint sweet milk. Juveniles, 12 
oz, bread, and \ pint sweet milk. 

All prisoners receive one pint of oatmeal gruel for dinner two 
days in each week, and those committed for a calendar month 
and under, daily. 

Contracts. — Bread, per lb., 1 |d. ; oatmeal, per cwt., 14s 10d.; 
meat, per lb., 6d. ; new milk, per quart, \\<l - ; buttermilk, pei 
do., Id. ; salt, per stone, o\d . ; turf, per box, 4 f d. ; straw, per 
cwt., Is. 3d.; candles, per lb., 8 d.; soap, yellow, per stone, 4s. 8d. 

The net cost of dietary per day for each prisoner on the day 
of inspection, and on the corresponding day for the last three 
years, stands thus:— 1853, 2 id . ; 1854, Sre d. ; 1855, 3-|d. 

• There were no complaints of the provisions, which are re- 
gularly inspected by the chaplains, and forthwith returned to 
the contractors if of inferior quality. 

The Boohs and Accounts are kept with correctness, I he 
hospital dietary, including issues of all extras, is signed by the 
medical officer, so as to afford a satisfactory' check. The gate- 
porters book records the incomings and outgoings of the extern 
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as well as of the intern officers, thus showing the duration of 
their respective visits. - 

The total cost of the gaol for the last three years respectively 
was as follows : 1852, £2,035 3s. 0 \d.\ 1853, £1,882 16s. 10^d • 
1854, £1,917 18s. 3\d. 



Officers and Salaries. 





£ 


s. 


d. 


J. C. Larminie, Local Inspector, 


100 


0 


0 


Rev. H. B. Stoney, Protestant Chaplain, . 


37 


10 


0 


Rev. J. M‘Hale, Roman Catholic do., 


37 


10 


0 


Rev. J. Hutchinson, Dissenting do., 


30 


0 


0 


Edward Knott, m.d., .... 


50 


0 


0 


Davis R. Young, Governor, 


200 


0 


0 


Robert J. Nixon, Deputy- Governor, . 


60 


0 


0 


A. T. Sullivan, Apothecary, 


30 


0 


0 


Eliza Kendellon, Matron, 


40 


0 


0 


Alicia Hughes, Assistant-Matron, Teacher 
Female school, ..... 


30 


0 


0 


Francis Carson, Gate-porter, 


40 


0 


0 


Thomas Lynch, Turnkey, 


35 


0 


0 


M. Hughes, do., ... 


30 


0 


0 


R. Leighton, do., Teacher Male school, 


30 


0 


0 


J. Corbon, do., .... 


30 


0 


0 


M. Bourke, do., 


30 


0 


0 


P. Lyons, do., 


30 


0 


0 


J. Lynch, do., .... 


30 


0 


0 


J. Martin, do., .... 


30 


0 


0 


J. Mackin, do,, .... 

Mary Cunniffe, Hospital Nurse, 


30 


0 


0 


20 


0 


0 


Margaret Carson, Female Searcher, . 


5 


0 


0 



The intern officers, except the governor 



and deputy-governor, 



receive the gaol allowance. The turnkeys are supplied with 
one uniform coat and cap. 

Officers' Visits — 10 Months . — Local Inspector, 98 ; Surgeon, 
&c., 214 ; Protestant Chaplain, 153 ; Dissenting Chaplain, 141 ; 
Roman Catholic do., 116. 

Hospitals . — There is an hospital for each sex, and a large shed 
adapted for fever cases, or any epidemic, from which, however, 
the gaol is happily free. The apartments were clean and airy, 
but there are no water-closets, night-stools being used, as the 
privies are situated in the yard. The bath was out of order. 
There were but five male and two female patients. 



No. in Hospital. Total No. of Da_ys. Cost of Medicine. No. of Deaths. 

£ s. d. 



1852, . 


105 


1,178 . 2 14 


8 


6 


1853, . 


95 


951 . 96 


10 


1 


1854, . 


69 


1,405 . 1 11 


0 


2 






Board of Superintendence. 







The Earl of Lucan. 

Sir R. L. Blosse, Bart. 

Sir R. A. O’Donnell, Bart. 
G. H. Moore, Esq., m.p. 
Col. G. O’Higgins, m.p. 
John C. Garvey, Esq. 



H. J. H. Browne, Esq. 
William Kearney, Esq. 
Neal Davis, Esq. 

V. O’C. Blake, Esq. 

J. F. C. Walsh, Esq. 
F. R. O’Grady, Esq. 
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I regret to be obliged to call tlie attention of the Grand Jury ^okth^ 

to the annexed schedule, which shows that the attendance of 

the Board has been frequently interrupted; and I shall offer no Count, -y 
farther observation than that such omissions must greatly Ma >° ■ 
militate against the due administration of the affairs of the 
prison. 



1854. 

J5 



1855. 



» 



Attendance of Board of Superintendence. 



August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 



No Meeting, 
do., 
do., 
do., 

Meeting held. 

No Meeting, 

Meeting held, 
do. 

No Meeting, 
do. 



One member attended. 
Two members attended. 
One member attended. 



One member attended. 



One member attended. 



Bridewells. Bridewells. 

As in this county the bridewells are visited officially by the 
county local inspector, who was engaged in one of his circuits 
at the period of my visit to Castlebar, I have thought it the 
better course to communicate with him in reference to their 
several deficiencies, most of which had been recorded in for- 
mer reports. I would, however, specially notice, that on the 
registries of the bridewells of Swineford and Belmullet it 
appears the prisoners are sometimes illegally confined there for 
the term of imprisonment to which they have been sentenced. 

With regard to the latter, which I understand is not the pro- 
perty of the county, but merely held on lease, and which is 
singularly unsuited to its object, I fear that it would be use- 
less to offer any suggestion for its improvement, further than 
to state that new locks are required. If, however, it should 
be thought expedient hereafter, as is very probable, to legalize 
imprisonment in ordinary bridewells for short periods, subject 
to a certificate on the part of the Inspectors- General of their 
being fit places of custody for carrying out sentences, ! need 
scarcely remark that such a building would not receive the 
required sanction. 

J. Corry Connellan, Inspector- General. 
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County of 
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Appendix to Thirty-fourth Report of 

County of Meath Gaol, at Trim. — Visited on the 2nd 
July, 1855. 



Number of Prisoners, Nature of Offences, and State of 
Discipline. 



Denomination of Class. 


No. 


n each Class. 


No. Sick in Hospital. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Males. 


Females. 


1 


Master Debtors, .... 


1 


- 


i 


_ 


_ 




Untried. 














For Felony, .... 


3 












,, Misdemeanors, 




2 


2 


- 


- 


- 


Tried. 














Cases disposed of at Assizes and 














Sessions. 














Of Felony or Larceny : — 














To Transportation, 




0 


0 








'lo Penal Servitude, . 














To Imprisonment, 


8 


7 










Of Misdemeanors, &c., . 


1 


I 


2 


- 






Disposed of Sunmaribj. 














Offences under Larceny Act, 


o 










. 


In default of Bail, . 














Non-payment of Fines and Penalties, 














Under Poor Law Act, 














Under Revenue Laws, . 














Vagrants, .... 


1 












Dangerous Lunatics, 


8 


10 


18 


1 


3 


4 


Gross Total, . . 


38 


36 


74 


6 


6 


11 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified. 



Ages. 





10 Years and 


j IG Years and 20 Years and 

| above 10. above 16. 




M. 


F. 






Total number in custody, 


_ 




4 ! : s 


6 


Felons convicted, .... 


_ 




3 1 3 


4 


Committed for trial at assizes and 










sessions — Felons, 


_ 




_ 


2 


Summary convictions, . 






1 j - 1 ■> 

! 1 1 





Committals during the past year— males, 323 ; females, 186. 
Average daily number. — males, 35 ; females, 34. Highest at 
any one time — males, 45; females, 43. Lowest at any ont^ 
time — males, 25 ; females, 27. Average daily number in hos- 
pital — males, 7 ; females, 6. 
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Re-committals during the past year. — Once — -males, 19; fe- 
males, 8. Twice— males, 1 ; females, 4. Thrice — males, 1 ; 
females, 4. Four times and more — males, 4. Total — males, 
25; females, 16. 

Punishments for prison offences during the year. — Dark 
cells— males, 1 ; females, 2. Other punishments — males, 9 ; 
females, 7. Total— males, 1 0 ; females, 9. 

Number sentenced during the year to whipping— males, 2. 

A gradual reduction is observable in the numbers in custody 
upon the above day, as compared with similar returns furnished 
on the corresponding days in the three preceding years, which 
stands thus— July, 2, 1852, 107; 1853. 94; 1854, 85; 1855, 
74 ; and, when this diminished total is contrasted with the 
highest number ever attained, namely 294, on the 2nd of Feb- 
ruary, 1851, there is abundant cause for congratulation. Further, 
if we examine the state of the averages, which afford the most 
reliable measure of the rise and decline of prison population, 
we shall find highly satisfactory results. The daily average of 
those confined during the year 1854 was but 78, whereas in the 
period of seven years, ending in 1846, it ranged at^ 85’48, 
having risen during the four famine years, namely, 1847, 1848, 
1849, and 1850, to 175 49. Again, upon reviewing the nature 
of the crimes charged, we note that vagrancy, workhouse 
offences, and juvenile delinquencies, have experienced a con- 
siderable decline — categories which mark very distinctly the 
condition oi the country : and, finally, a very large portion of the 
prisoners belonging to tw r o classes, which never ought to be 
detained within the walls of an ordinary gaol, viz., lunatics and 
those under sentence of transportation and penal servitude. 
These two classes, as is shown by the foregoing schedule, 
amount to no less than thirty, or about two-fifths of the whole; — 
thus impeding proper classification, and unduly taxing the 
services of the officers ; w T hile in the case of the lunatics, there 
being no provision made for their special treatment, the pro- 
bability of their ultimate recovery is doubtless impaired. The 
males are classified according to the very imperfect division 
laid down by the Prisons’ Act, and take their meals in their cells; 
but the females are merely placed in two sections; the sole 
principle of separation being that the more noisy and refractory 
are associated with the lunatics, while all those who are capable 
of executing sprigged-muslin work occupy another quarter. 
Under such circumstances, and the consequent absence of any 
deterrent or reformatory agencies, it is not a matter of wonder 
that the prisoners of this sex should be equal in number to the 
males ; and even an excess may hereafter be expected, as the 
same causes which have operated favourably upon the latter, 
but partially affect the former. 

The lock-up at night and the opening of the cells in the 
morning are attended by the governor, or in his absence (which 
is very rare) by the deputy. A watchman patrols at night, 
but there is no tell-tale clock to ascertain his vigilance, and the 
regularity of his circuits. 



Nokth 

District. 

County of 
Meath Gaol. 
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Appendix to Thirty-fourth Report of 



North 

District. 


Accommodation and Repairs. 




County of 
Meath Gaol. 


M. 

Yards, . . .12 


F. 

4 


Chapels, 


M. p. 
. 1 




Day Rooms, . . 6 


2 


Schoolrooms, . 


. 1 




Solitary Cells, . . 3 


1 


Workshops, 


. 2 




Single Cells of smaller 




Work sheds, 


. 1 




size, . . .60 


20 


Kitchens, 


. 1 1 




Cells to con tain 3 persons, 12 


4 


Store Rooms, . 


• 1 1 




Sleeping Rooms, . 10 


1 


Baths, . 


. 1 1 




No. of Beds in such 




Reception Rooms, 


. 1 1 




Rooms, . .18 


1 


Pumps and Wells, 


. 2 




Hospital Rooms, . 4 


3 


Tread-wheels, . 


. 2 



The prison, throughout, was in a very creditable condition of 
cleanliness and order, and adequately furnished with bedding. 
The supply of water is sufficient, and the sewerage is effective. 
There are no baths, except in the hospital, nor lavatories — tubs, 
with soap and towels, being provided for the personal ablution 
of the prisoners. An important improvement has been carried 
out by the removal of the glass cupola of the central building, 
for which a closely 7- -fitted metal top has been substituted, so as 
to render the roof free from leakage. 

The want of a laundry and drying-room has frequently been 
noticed with regret in former reports.. 1 trust when the 
lunatics and government prisoners, who hitherto have pressed 
so injuriously upon the accommodation at the disposal of the 
authorities shall be removed, that immediate steps will be 
taken for correcting this grave defect, and for establishing a 
more stringent discipline, which invariably leads to valuable 
results — moral, social, and financial. 

Employment and Schools . — The tread-wheel, the pump, and 
stone-breaking, constitute the punitive labour. Productive em- 
ployment is afforded to the males by weaving and winding, 
and by shoemaking and tailoring, some of the turnkeys being- 
trained handicraftsmen ; and to the females, by carding and 
spinning, by making .and mending the prison clothing, and by 
sprigged-muslin work, which they are taught by the matron. 

School instruction is given to both sexes daily for two hours, 
and an adequate registry of progress is kept. The Scriptures 
are also read for one hour in the respective classes. It- would 
be desirable, however, that the . chaplain should examine the 
pupils from time to time at irregular periods, so as to test the 
accuracy of the entries of advancement. 

The introduction of gas into the chapel would be advan- 
tageous during the winter months in order to carry on the school 
after sunset. 

Number attending school during the year — males, 143; fe- 
males, 127. Average number attending daily — males, 20; 
females, 17. 

Dietary. — For Breakfast — Males — A oz. oatmeal, 4 oz. Indian 
meal, and 1 pint buttermilk. Females — 34 oz. oatmeal, oz. 
Indian meal, 1 pint buttermilk. 
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For Dinner. — Males — 1 4 oz. brown bread, and 1 pint new 
milk. Females — 12 oz. brown bread, and j pint new milk. 

Contracts. — Bread,, white, per 4lbs. 9| d.\ bread, brown, per 
4lbs., 8|d. ; oatmeal, per cwt., 16s. ; Indian meal, per cwt., 
14s. ; meat, per lb., Id . ; new milk, per gallon, 7 d . ; buttermilk, 
per gallon, 2 \d.\ salt, per stone, Ad . ; coals, per ton, 21s.; 
turf, per gauge. Is. 3 d . ; straw, per cwt., Is. 6 d . ; candles, per 
lb., 6 \d . ; soap, per cwt., 22s. 6 d. 

There were but two complaints, one of the gruel, and the 
other of the milk, which did not appear to me to require special 
notice. The bread was excellent, in quality. The chaplains 
inspect the provisions, but do not record their opinions, an 
omission which renders it difficult to measure the correctness of 
complaints against any article ot food issued at a comparatively 
distant period 

The net cost of dietary per day for each prisoner on the day 
of inspection, and on the corresponding days of the three pre- 
ceding years stood thus : — 

Males. Females. 



1852, . . 2 frf., . . 2 \d. 

1853, . . 2 tfjjd., . . 2 \d. 

1854, . . 3 ^d., . . 2ff %d. 

1855, . . 3 \d., . . 3 d. 

The Books and Accounts are kept with great neatness and 
accuracy, according to the forms prescribed by the Court of 
Queen’s Bench. 

The total cost of the gaol, including dietary, salaries, &c., 
for the last three years was, in 1852, £1, 670 L7s. Id. ; 1853, 
£1,720 4s. 4 d.\ 1854, £1,746 2s. Id 

Officers and Salaries. 



£ 

25 

50 

50 

206 

74 

20 

70 

40 

40 

35 



The 'Bev. Charles Burton, Local Inspector, 

The Very Rev. Dean Butler, Protestant Chaplain, 

The Very Rev. John O’Connell, R. C. Chaplain, 

Captain H. L. Pendleton, Governor, . 

Thomas Wallace, Esq., Surgeon, . • 

Thomas Wallace, Esq., compounder of Medicine, 

William M‘Kee, Deputy Governor, 

William Mooney, Gate-porter, 

J. English, 1st Turnkey, no Trade, • 

Adam Boyd, 2nd do., no Trade, 

• J. Rice, 3rd do., Shoemaker, . 32 10 

Edward Kellett, 4th do., Tailor, . . 32 10 

William Savage, 5th do., Weaver, . . 25 0 

Wm.M'Kee, jun., 6th do., no Trade, . . 25 0 

William Whately, 1st Watch, Shoemaker, . 24 0 

William Smith, 2nd do., no Trade, . 24 0 

George Mooney, Schoolmaster, . . 25 0 

George Mooney, Clerk to the Board, . . 10 0 

Miss J. Andrews, Matron, . . . 40 O 

Mrs. C. M‘Kee, Assistant Matron, . . 15 0 

Mrs. R. Rice, Hospital Nurse, . . . 15 0 

All the tradesmen are capable of teaching their respective 
trades; and each turnkey instructs his class two hours daily. 



North 

District. 

County of 
Meath Gaol 
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'North 

District. 

County of 
Meath Gaol. 



Bridewells. 

Kells. 



Appendix to Thirty-fourth Report of 

Since the last inspection the Rev. Charles Burton has been 
appointed local inspector at a salary of £’25 ; a sum upon the 
inadequacy of which I shall offer no comment, further than to 
suggest a reference to the table annexed to the Annual Report 
of the Inspectors- General, which shows the amounts paid to 
similar officers in prisons of equal size. A very respectfully 
worded memorial on the part of the junior turnkeys and watch- 
men was laid before me, through the hands of their superiors,, 
praying for an increase of salary, on the ground of the un- 
usually high prices of provisions, and all necessaries of life; no 
rations being issued to them, nor any allowances, except of coals. 
I am at all times unwilling to press upon the fiscal body ; but 
these officers, who I am informed have conducted themselves 
creditably, are undoubtedly placed in a position of great difficulty; 
and I would submit to the Grand Jury the propriety of at least 
making a temporary advance in their salaries, a measure of 
justice which has already been adopted in many gaols through- 
out the kingdom. 

Officers 1 Visits. — Local Inspector, 35; Surgeon, &c., 140; 
Protestant Chaplain, 112; Roman Catholic Chaplain, 94. 

The Hospitals were clean and are well ventilated, and sup- 
plied with fixed and slipper baths. 

There was nothing in the number of patients or the nature 
of their diseases which requires observation, the general sanitary 
condition indeed of the prison being shown to be satisfactory 



by the annexed table : — 








No. in Hospital. 


No. of Days. 


Cost of Medicine. Deaths. 






£ s. d. 


1852, . 


. 188 . 


. 5.574, . 


— 5 


1853, . 


. 167 . 


. 3,350, . 


12 16 3| 1 


1854, . 


. 126 . 


. 3,333, . 


10 3 11 1 




Board of Superintendence. 





Earl of Fin gall. Richard Bolton. 

The Very Rev. Dean Butler, j G. A. Rotheram. 

Samuel Winter, Esq. Thomas Rothwell. 

Robert Fowler. ' Thomas Derinzy. 

Alexander Montgomery. i Richard Odium. 

The meetings of the Board are appointed to be held monthly; 
but during the early part of the present year there had been an 
occasional failure of due attendance, in consequence of the 
illness or absence of some of the members. At such meetings, 
when they take place, all bills, contracts, bridewell expenses, 
and salaries, are paid, except those of the extern officers, which 
are discharged quarterly. 

Bridewells. 

Kells. — One prisoner; 60 in the last quarter. The house 
clean and the bedding sufficient ; but the pump out of order. 
Dietary, 5\d. for males, and 4j d. for females. Petty sessions 
held every fortnight, and transmittals immediate ; the registry 
correct. The local inspector rarely visits. 
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Natian.— Three prisoners at my inspection ; 60 in the last North 
quarter. The house very clean and well supplied with bedding ; DlSTRICT ‘ 
tho pump and the sewers effective ; petty sessions fortnightly, County of 
and transmittals direct. Registry and committals correct. The Meath . 
local inspector does not visit. Dietary for both sexes, 5d. BrUUuxU*. 

Navan. 

J. Corry Connellan, Inspector- General 



County of Monaghan Gaol, at Monaghan.— Visited the County of 

12th of September, 1855. M °^T 

Number of Prisoners , Nature of Offences , State of Discipline * 
and Accommodation. 



No. in each Class. j No. Sick in Hospital. 



Denomination of Class; 












* 


Males. 


Females 


Total, j 


Males. 


Females 


Total. 


Untried. 














For Felony, . '. • ; • j 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 




,, Larceny, . . . . . j 


3 


4 


7 






- 


Tried. 

Cases disposed of at Assizes arid 
Sessions. 

Of Felony or Larceny: — 




3 










To Transportation, 


- 


3 


- 


- 


- 


To Penal Servitude, . 


2 ! 


4 


6 


1 


1 


2 


To Imprisonment, ; ; 


10 i 


13 


23 


1 


2 


3 


Of Misdemeanors, &c., . 


4 


“ 


4 






“ 


J3i/ Courts-Martiai. 














Military Offenders, . . ; 


1 




3 


- 






Disposed of Summarily. 














Other Misdemeanors, . ; 


4 


2 


6 


- 


— 


— 


Under Revenue Laws, 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


Drunkards, ; 


I 


- 


1 








Gross Totals, 


27 


26 


53 


2 


3 


5 



Offences, &c., of juveniles classified* at time of inspection 

Felons convicted — Sixteen and above ten years of age — males, 
1; twenty and above sixteen years of age— males, 2; 

Committals during the past year, 1855 — males, 542; females 
199. Average daily number- — males* 45 ; females, 30. Highest 
number at any one time — males, 65 ; females, 42. Lowest 
number at any one time — males, 23; females, 25. Average 
daily number in hospital— males, 2 ; females, 3; 

lie- committals during the past year, 1855. — Once— males, 5; 
females, 6. Twice — males, 5 ; females, 4. Thrice — males, 2 ; 
females, 3. Four times and more — males, 3 ; females, 4 Total — 
males, 15; females, 17. 

Punishments for prison offences during the year. — Dark cells 
— males, 4 ; females, 4. 

K 
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Number sentenced during the year to solitary confinement — 
males, 1. Number sentenced to whipping— male's 1. 

A very considerable decline is observable on a comparison of 
the prisoners in custody on the corresponding clays of the three 
last years, the numbers standing thus': — 12th September, 1853, 
91; do., 1854, 84; do., 1855, 53. Again, the daily average of 
1854 -was but 93, as contrasted with 107 in 1853 ; that for the 
seven years ending in 1846, in which latter the famine com- 
menced, having ranged at 97*12, and having risen during the 
four years embracing the period of distress to 229*25; the 
highest aggregate being 293 in July, 1849. 

Juvenile delinquency has also experienced a great reduction, 
while poor law offences and vagrancy have almost disappeared. 
Drunkenness, on the other hand, is, I regret to record, resuming 
its place in the registry’; the majority of re-committals on the 
part of male adults being derived from this baneful source. 
The diminution is here , as elsevdiere, where the discipline is 
imperfect, less observable among the females, whose re- com- 
mittals exceed those of the other sex; but this preponderance 
is caused by the constant return of prostitutes to the prison. 
There were two males under rule of penal servitude, three 
females under similar rules, and four under that of transporta- 
tion. There were, happily, no lunatics. 

The males are classified according to the very insufficient 
prescriptions of the Prisons’ Act. At night they occupy single 
cells, in which they also take their meals, but at other times are 
associated together. The females are merely placed in two 
divisions, regulated according to character and to proficiency in 
Ueedlework — a wretched makeshift, from which no beneficial 
result can be expected. 



Acbommodu tion. 



M. 

Wards, . .6 

Yards, . . .7 

Day- Rooms, . . 6 

■Solitary Cells, . . 4 

'Single Cells of adequate 
size for separate con- 
finement, . . 60 

Sleeping Rooms, . . G 

No. of Beds in such 
Rooms, . . .4 

Hospital Rooms, . . 3 



3 

3 

3 

3 



18 

1 

3 

2 



Chapels, 

School Rooms, 
Workshops, . 
Worksheds, . 
Kitchens, 

Store Rooms, 
Laundries, . 
Baths, 

Reception Room, . 
Pumps and Wells, 
Tread-wheels, 



'm. p . 

1 

1 1 

2 
4 
1 

3 1 

1 

2 - 

1 
1 
1 



There are, as shown by the foregoing schedule, fifty cells for 
■males, and eighteen for women, all containing an adequate 
number of cubic feet for carrying out separate confinement, to 
which they might easily be adapted, by running heating pipes 
•along the passages, by the addition of bells, and by the erection 
of water-closets and stalled lavatories at the end of the corri- 
dors. If this system -were put into operation, the day-rooms 
would also be available for subdivision into cells, and thus the 
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whole prison would be converted into a deterrent and reforma- 
tory institution with trifling labour, and at a cost which would 
be soon repaid by the consequent advantages. The laundry, 
which is very confined, requires enlargement and extension 
into the adjoining yard; and the troughs ought to be fitted 
with partitions, in order to prevent undue communication. 
There is no drying-room, a very serious evil in wet or damp 
weather. There is an ample supply of water, cocks being 
placed in each yard. Wooden bowls are employed for the 
daily ablution of the prisoners, and there is a bath for washing 
them upon their committal ; but there is none — not even a 
slipper- bath — in the hospital. The sewers are ineffective, it 
being necessary to open them from time to time, and to carry 
the soil through the building. 

The whole prison was clean, dry, in sound repair, well venti- 
lated, and fully furnished with bedding; sheets, however, are 
only issued to the hospital, although the use of them among all 
classes in prisons has now become almost universal as a sanitary 
and economical measure. 

The governor attends the lock-up, and occasionally makes a 
circuit of the gaol during the night, at uncertain hours ; and the 
watch is maintained by one turnkey, the duty being taken in 
rotation, but there is no tell-tale clock to test his vigilance. 
The punishments were light, and few in number. 

Employment and Schools. — -Productive employment for the 
males is limited to stone-breaking, and weaving for prison use, 
three of the turnkeys being capable of giving instruction in this 
branch of labour. Shoemaking is also carried on, when prisoners 
acquainted with the trade happen to be in custody, but no 
tailoring is attempted. It would be very desirable if, in the 
selection of turnkeys, due regard were paid to a knowledge of 
such handicrafts. 

The females make up bed-ticks, shirts for the males, and their 
own clothing, and are further engaged in knitting and in sprigged- 
muslin work, which affords some annual profit. In the two last 
years the sums of £19 19s. 6 \d., and of £21 2s. re- 
spectively, have been realized by the sale of articles outside the 
gaol. 

Hard labour cannot be said to exist here, for the tread- wheel 
is worked without any resistance; and there is no shot-drill, 
although the efficiency of this deterrent is universally acknow- 
ledged where it has been put into operation. 

Number attending school during the year-males, 50; fe- 
males, 39. Average number attending daily — males, 12; 
females, 9. 

Schooling is given for two hours daily to both sexes, being 
confined to the young, and those of all ages who are disposed 
to learn. The registry of progress is carefully kept, and pre- 
sents, in its form, a fair measure of the periodical improvement. 
It would be desirable, however, that the chaplains should exa- 
mine the pupils from time t.o time, so as to ascertain the accu- 
racy of the record of advancement. 



k 2 



North 

District. 

County of 
Monay/uin 
Gaol. 



Printed- image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




North 

District. 

County of 
Monaghan 
Gaol. 



132 Appendix to Thirty -fourth Report of 

Dietary. — Breakfast — males, 8 oz. of meal, and 1 pint of 
buttermilk ; females, 7 oz. of meal, and 1 pint of buttermilk. 
Dinner— finales, 14 oz. of bread* and 1 pint of new milk ; females, 
12 oz. of bread, and f pint of new milk. Gruel, twice a-week. 

Contracts.— Bread, per stone, 2s. ; oatmeal, per cwt., 15s. ; new 
milk, per gallon, 4 \d . ; buttermilk, per gallon, 2d . ; salt, per 
cwt., 2s. 10 d. ; coals, per ton, £1 2s. 6d ; straw, per cwt., Is. 5 id . ; 
candles, per dozen, 6s. 6r7 ; soap* per cwt., £2. 

The net cost in 1853, 2 \d. ; 1854, 3 d . ; 1855, 3 \d. 

There were no complaints of the dietary* but both the bread 
and milk (the latter especially) appeared to me to be inferior in 
quality to the average of such provisions. 

Books and Accounts * — 1 suggested some improvements, or 
greater facilities in the mode of keeping the books and accounts 
— I allude to the form only ; for it would be doing great in- 
justice to painstaking and trustworthy officers if this remark 
were taken to convev the slightest imputation. The medical diet 
is ordered by the surgeon in his own handwriting; but, for the 
purpose of checking, it would be more convenient if the par- 
ticular patients were specified. 

The total cost of the gaol — 1853, £1*269 17s. 10-^eZ. ; 1854, 
£1,301 7s. 5 d-. * 1855 j £1,267 11s. Id. 



Officers and Salaries. 





£ 


s. 


d. 


Rev. Henry Moffatt, Local Inspector, 


. 92 


6 


2 


John S. M‘Dowell, Esq., Medical Attendant, , 


. 73 


16 


10 


Rev. Henry Moffatt, Protestant Chaplain* 


. 30 


0 


0 


Rev. Daniel Smith, Roman Catholic do., . 


. 30 


0 


0 


Rev. John Bleckley, Dissenting do., 


. 30 


0 


0 


John Temple, Governor, .... 


. 138 


9 


2 


Robert Brown, 1st Turnkey, 


. 35 


0 


0 


Alexander Wray* 2nd do., . 


. 35 


0 


0 


Samuel Wallace, 3rd do., Weaver* . 


. 26 


0 


0 


Thomas Gilles, 4th do., do., 


. 26 


0 


0 


Thomas Dunwody, 5th do.* Schoolmaster, 


. 26 


0 


0 


David Jackson, 6th do., Weaver, . 


. 26 


0 


0 


James Campbell, 7th do., 


. 26 


0 


0 


Anne Irwin, 1st Matron, . 


. 24 


16 


0 


Margaret Baxter, 2nd do., . . 


. 16 


8 


0 



The turnkeys are furnished with uniforms and fire-arms, but 
do not receive rations. They were reported to me to have con- 
ducted themselves with great propriety. 

Officers Visits . — Local Inspector, 209 ; Surgeon, &c., 251 ; 
Protestant Chaplain, 209 ; Presbyterian or Dissenting Chaplain, 
f8 ; Roman Catholic Chaplain, 76. 

Hospitals.^— The apartments allocated to the two sexes were 
clean and well tended, and the general health of the prison was 
satisfactory, there being no epidemic disease. The medicines 
are supplied by an apothecary in Monaghan, who receives no 
salary for his attendance. 
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1853, 

1854, 

1855, 



No. of Patients. No. of Days. No. of Deaths. Cost of Medicine. 

£ s. d. 

16 . 1,926 . 3 . 30 1 6 

14 , 1,680 . - . 27 5 0 

6 720 . 1 , 17 9 10J 



North 

District. 

County of 
Monaghan 
Gaol. 



Board of Superintendence. 

Eight Hon. E. Lucas. Thomas Coote, Esq. 

R. B. Evett, Esq. j A A. Murray Ker, Esq, 

James Hamilton, Esq, ; John Richardson, Esq. 

' John Jachson, Esq. I R. H. Dolling, Esq. 

Joseph Whitsitt, Esq, 1 Matthew Anketell, Esq. 

George Moran t, Esq. J. B. Brooke, Esq- 

The members of the Board do not meet regularly every 
month, but never fail to assemble when apprized by the local 
inspector of any special requirement, all payments of bills, sala* 
ries, and contracts, being made at each assizes. 

Bridewells. Bridewell,. 

Carrichmacross . — No prisoners ; 85 in the preceding quarter, Carrickmacrosa. 
of whom 47 were drunkards. The house in fair order, but. the 
bed-ticks worn and some .blankets wanting; the sewerage good, 
and the pump effective ; the yards required to be cleaned. _ The 
positions of the male privy and of the store afford facilities for 
escape. Petty sessions held fortnightly, transmittals immediate, 
and committals correct. The dipt for both sexes, 5d. 

CastleUayney . — One male prisoner, only, in custody ; 93 m Castleblayney, 
the last quarter. The house very clean, and in fair repair , the 
bedding worn, and the blankets rather thin. Forms were 
required for the day-rooms. The pump effective, but the sewers 
imperfect. The soil cleared through the house. Petty sessions 
held fortnightly, and transmittals immediate. Mr. Brooke, a 
local magistrate', acts as local inspector. Dietary, 6|<£ for males, 
and 5 \d. for females, which is considerably higher than at Clones. 

Registry and committals correct, 

Clones .— No prisoners ; 21 in the last quarter, The bedding Clone., 
sufficient, and the house as clean as was compatible with the 
alteration in progress. A good supply of water, and the seweis 
effective. Dietary, 4Jd. for both sexes. Petty sessions every 
fortnight, and transmittals without delay. Registry and com- 
mittal! correct, but ' prisoners are sometimes lodged on mere 
verbal order. The local inspector visits frqin tune to time. Some 
additions to the building wpre in course of construction ; but 
as the proposed plan does not embrace sufficient accommodation 
for the keeper, whose apartment is further placed unfavourably 
for inspection and access, I suggested a preferable allocation of 
space , the amount of work to be executed being about the same, 
and the contractor, with whom 1 had an interview, expressing 
bis acquiescence. 

J. Corry Connellan, hsjwtor-GeiMif/. 
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County of Roscommon Gaol, at Roscommon. — Visited the 
4th of April, 1855. 



Number of Prisoners. Nature of Offences , and State of 
Discipline. 





No. 


n each Class. 


No. Sick in Hospital. 


Denomination of Class. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Master Debtors, 


2 


- 


2 


- 






Tried. 

Cases disposed of at Assizes and 
Sessions. 

Of Felony or Larceny : — 














To Transportation, 


- 






- 


- 


- 


To Penal Servitude, 


3 


J1 


14 


- 


- 


- 


To Imprisonment, 


20 


16 




1 


- 


1 


Of Misdemeanors, &c , 


12 






" 




" 


Disposed of Summarily. 














For Larceny, 


1 


- 


j 


- 


- 


- 


Non-payment of Fines & Penalties, 


2 


1 


l 


- 






Other Misdemeanors, 


4 


1 


5 


- 


- 


- 


Under Poor Law Act, 


- 


2 


2 


- 


- 


- 


J )angerous Lunatics, 


3 


1 


4 


“ 


- 




Gross Totals, 


47 


38 


85 


1 


" 


1 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified. 





Ages. 




1 6 Y ears and 1 
above 10. 


20 Years and 
above 16. 


Felons convicted, ...... 

Summary convictions, . 


M. 1 F. 

I ! - 


M. 1 
2 
2 


F. 


Twice imprisoned, 


3 | - 




2 



Committals during the past year — males, 219 ; females, 130. 
Average — males, 41 ; females, 37. Highest at any one time- 
males, 62; females, 42. Lowest at any one time — males, 29; 
females, 28. 

Re-committals during the past year — once — males, 6 ; fe- 
males, 7. Twice — females, 3. 

Punishments for prison offences during the past year — dark 
cells — males, 8 ; females, 3. Number sentenced during the 
year to whipping — males, 1. 
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Escapes dckiso the team 1854. 



Name. 


■< 


Date. 


Offence with which j 
Charged 
or Convicted. 


Whether con- 
fined separate 
or with others. 


If Retaken. | 


William Hill, 


63 1 


) ( 


Larceny of Leather. 


') With ) 




Michael M'Evoy, 




( 8th April, ■< 




v another > 


Not. 


alias John Whelan, 


21 


S i 


Larceny of Clothes, 


). prisoner. j 




Edward Fallon, 


17 


19th Aug., | 


Larceny of a Pair 
of Boots. 


| Separate, 


Not. 



A comparison of the numbers actually in custody on the day 
of inspection, with similar returns furnished on the correspond- 
ino- days in the three preceding years, shows a considerable ex-, 
cess in 1855 over 1854;- the figures standing thus— 1852, 99;, 
1853, 84; 1854, 63; 1855, 85. 

The daily average, however, for the years 1853 and 1854 
exhibits but a trifling difference, being as 79$ to 78, and falls, 
far below that taken for the seven years ending in 1846 (at which 
period the famine commenced), namely, 105 to 28; and when 
this sum is contrasted with the highest total ever attained, viz., 
380, on the 5th of June, 1849,. the general reduction affords 
grounds for congratulation,, although it is right to observe that 
m very few of our gaols is any increase, however temporary, 
found to exist. Vagrancy and workhouse offences have ex- 
perienced a great decline ; and a diminution of juvenile delin- 
quents is also to be noted,, as well as of the re-committals of 
prisoners of all ages. There were three males and no less than 
eleven females under sentence of penal servitude, and four more, 
of the latter sex under that of transportation, with regard to 
whom I made an urgent representation to the Directors of Con- 
vict Prisons, and received an assurance that they should be. 
withdrawn. 

There were also three male lunatics and one female, the. 
former of whom were about to be removed forthwith. 

The punishments were few, and all inflicted by the authority 
of the governor. Classification for the males is carried out 
according to the requirements of the Prisons Act ; but no further 
approximation to “ separation” is attempted, than by the taking 
of the meals in single cells, and by the division of the tread- 
wheel into compartments. The diminished number of prisoners 
of this sex is a forcible argument for giving to them the benefit 
of complete separation, the cells allowed to them being of suffi- 
cient capacity to meet the requirements of the 3rd and 4th 
Victoria, cap. 44. 

The female department, which is under the charge of one. 
matron, without any additional aid,, has frequently been com- 
mented upon, in consequence of its inadequacy for the due 
classification of its inmates ; but an important improvement in 
this section — a step in the right direction — has lately been 
made ; fourteen cells having been completed for putting into 
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action strict ** separation,” as soon as they shall be sufficiently 
dried and seasoned for occupation. 

In order to hasten the accomplishment of this object, it would 
be desirable that the stoves should be kept constantly lighted. 
The wooden bedsteads at present standing in the cells ought to 
be removed and replaced by cots, as the latter can be triced up 
against the wall, so as to prevent the inmates from sleeping or 
lounging during the day time* 

Accommodation and condition of the Prison . — No alteration 
has taken place in the building since the last inspection, except 
the addition to the female ward recorded above. The laundry 
is confined in space, and the drying-room is used for holding 
lumber, the store having become unavailable, The washing 
troughs require to be fitted with partitions, so as to maintain 
separation. There is no reception-ward nor fumiga ting-room, 
Three escapes took place during the year 1854; two from a 
privy which had been for some time disused, but has been since 
rendered secure ; and one from a fever-shed, which is no longer 
occupied. The locks are repaired from time to time by a smith 
resident in the town— -a very objectionable arrangement, which, 
within my own experience, has elsewhere led to an escape, in 
consequence of false keys having been obtained and introduced 
surreptitiously. The prison was clean throughout, well ventilated, 
and amply supplied with water, which is raised by the tread- 
wheel. The sewerage is ineffective, it being necessary to carry 
out the soil periodically. The becl-tickens were much worn ; 
but some new ones were in the looms, A single sheet is used in 
each bed. No issue of gaol clothing is made, except in cases 
where the prisoners’ own clothing is insufficient for warmth or 
decency; and the juveniles are not furnished with shoes; in 
reference to which deficiencies, I beg to call the attention of the 
Board to the 77tli and 87th sections of the Prisons’ Act. 

Accommodation, 



Wards, 


M. 

7 


F. 

1 


Workshops, 


M. 

, 2 


F. 


Yards, 


7 


1 


Worksheds, 


. 8 


- 


Day Rooms, , 


7 


2 


Kitchens, , , 


. 1 


- 


Solitary Cells, 


3 


_ 


Store Rooms, , 


. 2 


- 


Single Cells, 


58 


18 


Laundries, 


. 


1 


Sleeping Rooms, 


9 


3 


Lavatories, 


. 


2 


Number of Beds in such 






Baths, 

Pumps and Wells, 
Tread- wheels, . 


. 1 


2 


Rooms, 


18 


6 


. 1 


- 


Hospital Rooms, 


2 


2 


. 1 


- 


Chapels, . , , 


1 


- 









Employment and Schools . — The males aue employed in stone- 
breaking, and in weaving for the prison use; and the females m 
carding and spinning. The clothing is provided by contract, 
there being no turnkey capable of instructing, even rudimentally, 
in tailoring and shoemaking. Punitive labour is supplied by the 
tread-wheel and by shot-drill. The schoolmaster, I regret to 
state, appears quite unequal to his important duties, and the 
registry is wholly useless, there being no record of the names 
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of tlie scholars, nor of their monthly progress. No educational 
instruction is given to the females. It is much to be desired 
that a competent master should be appointed who should teach 
the females also, of course in the presence of an officer of their 
sex; and that the chaplains should from time to time, at uncer- 
tain periods, examine the scholars so as to test the accuracy of 
the entries of advancement. 

Number attending school during the year 1854 — Males, 281. 
Average number attending daily — Males, 24, 

Dietary , — Breakfast Males, 8 oz, of Indian meal in stir- 
about, and half pint of new milk. Females— 7 oz* Indian meal, 
and f pint of new milk. 

Dinner.-— Males — 14 oz. brown bread, and 1 pint new milk. 
Females — 12 oz. brown bread, and | pint of new milk. 

Dietary of prisoners whose term of imprisonment shall not 
exceed one calendar month : — Breakfast, — Males, 8 oz. of Indian 
meal in stirabout, and ^ pint of new milk. Females— 7 oz, of 
Indian meal, and | pint of new milk. 

Dinner. — Males— 14 oz. of brown bread, and 1 pint of oat- 
meal gruel. Females — 12 oz, of brown bread, and f pint of 
oatmeal gruel. 

Oatmeal gruel substituted for milk at dinner to all classes on 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 

The net of the dietary per day for each prisoner on the day 
of inspection, and on the corresponding day in the last three 
years, stands thus: — 1852, I-NtcI. ; 1853, 2 ?vd.; 1854, 2$|<7. ; 
1855 +2&md. 

Contracts. — Brown bread, per 4 lbs., 5f d . ; oatmeal, per cwt., 
14s. 4 d.; Indian meal, per cwt,, 13s. ; rice, per cwt., £1 Is.; 
meat, per lb., Id.; new milk, per gallon, 6|d. ; salt, per cwt., 
2s. ; coals, per ton, £1 2s. 9 d. ; turf, per box, 9 d. ; straw, per 
cwt., Is. od. ; candles, per dozen, 8s. 6<£; soap, per cwt., £1 8s. 

Some of the female convicts complained of the stirabout, but 
their complaints appeared to me to be groundless on this clay ; 
on some former occasions, however, it had been found neces- 
sary to send the meal back to the contractor. The chaplains, 
I lament to report, do not enter the record of their inspection 
of provisions on each day when they visit. This duty is a very 
important one, as the opinion of officers of high station, uncon- 
nected with the financial administration of the gaol, is of great 
value in ascertaining the justice of complaints, and in securing a 
supply of proper food. 

Books and Accounts. — The books prescribed by the Court of 
Queen’s Bench appear to be kept with tolerable accuracy, 
except the Gate-porter’s Book, which is wanting here ; although 
it affords the most effective check upon the exact periods of 
committal and discharge of prisoners daily, and consequently 
upon the amount of provisions issued. I trust that the neces- 
sary record will be forthwith provided. 

The total cost of the gaol for the last three years was — 1852, 
£1,485 19s. lid.; 1853, £1,439 14*. 8d. ; 1854, £1,477 18* If d. 
The total of net profit produced by articles disposed of outside 
the gaol was — in 1853, £6 19s. 3d!.; 1854, £2 13s. 9rf. 
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North 

District. 


Officers and Salaries. 


£ 


s. 




County of 


D. H. Irwin, Local Inspector, 


92 

74 


6. 


2 


Roscommon 


Thomas Casserly, Surgeon, 


0 


o 


Gaol. 


Rev. J. Fitzgerald, Protestant Chaplain, 


. 46 


3 


1 




Rev. Thomas Kilroe, Roman Catholic do., 


46 


3 


I 




James Speer, Governor, 


.. 200 


0 


0 




Richard James, Clerk and Steward, 


. 50 


0. 


o,. 




Thomas Padin, Gate-Porter, 


30 


0 


0: 




Robert Parkinson, Weaver, . 


30 


0 


0. 




Bernard Geraghty, Carpenter, 


30 


0 


0 




Joseph Minchin, Turnkey, .. 


. 25 


0 


0, 




Anthony Beaghan, do., 


. 25. 


0 


0, 




John Corry, do., 


. 25 

25, 


0 


0 




Patrick Coan, do., 


0 


o. 




Robert Wigelsworth, do., 


25 


0 


0, 




Patrick King, do., .. . , 


25, 


0 


0 




Rickard Carrick, Schoolmaster, . 


25 


0 


0 




Maria Wigelsworth, Matron, 


32 


6 


2 




Winifred Jackson, Nurse, 


17 


0 


0 




John Dunne, Messenger, 


7 


0 


0 



None of the officers receive the gaol allowance except the. 



messenger. o 

Officer* Visit *. — -.Local Inspector, 119; Surgeon,. &c\,. 327; 
Protestant Chaplain, 127 ; Roman Catholic Chaplain, ,132. 

Hospital *.: — There was but one male. patient, the prison being 
free from disease. The hospitals are adequate in point of size,, 
but are without baths or water-closets. The return for the last 
three years stands thus: — 1852 — number sick, 129; number of 
days, 3,617; 1853— number sick,. 84; number of days, 2,316.. 
1854_number sick, 53 ; : number of days, 1,472. 

The apothecary receives a fixed salary of £42 per annum , to 
which my ex-colleague called the. attention, of the authorities y 
as a sum far beyond the present requirements, the daily average 
number of those in custody during the year 1854 having been, 
but 78;- whereas,- in 1849, in which year this officer was ap- 
pointed, it reached no less an amount than 269. 

Board of Superintendence. 



Right Hon. Lord Crofton. 
Edmond Corr, Esq. 
Edmond Kelly, Esq. 
Edward Mitchel, Esq. 
Patrick Dignan, Esq. 
Richard Kelly, Esq. 



Rev. W. Battersby. 
Christopher French, Esq. 
W. J. M‘Laughlin, Esq. 
George Digby, Esq.. 
Joseph A. Holme’s, Esq. 
Thomas H. Johnson, Esq. 



The Board meets monthly for the transaction of general busi- 
ness, and for the discharge of all bills and the payment of the 
salaries of the intern officers. 



Bridewells. 

Boyle. 



Bridewells. 

Hoyle. Four males ; 68 in the last quarter. The house clean ; 

some bed-tickens and sheets wanted; the pump in good order, 
and the sewerage effective; the yards require to be. weeded. 
Dietary, id. for both sexes. The local inspector visits from 
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time to time, but seldom makes any entry. Petty sessions Nohth 
weekly. Registry and committals correct; transmittals imnie- Iil sTlilC T ' 

dials. _ _ County nf 

Castlerea. — No prisoners 35 in the last quarter. This is a BoKommm. 
miserable building, there being hut one day-room, one privy, Bridewells. 
and one yard for both sexes ; the female sleeping-room can only Castlerea. 
be entered through the male day-room. There being no water 
on the premises, it has to be carried from a considerable dis- 
tance, without allowance , although the keeper’s salary is but 
£10 per annum. Some blankets required ; registry, &c.,. correct. 

Petty sessions weekly; transmittals immediate. The local 
inspector visits, occasionally. Dietary, 5 d. for males ; 4 \d. for 
females. 

Strokestown. — Three females ; 52 in the last quarter. The Strokestowo, 
building in tolerable order ; some blankets and tins wanting ; 
some repairs have been- executed lately, and the sewerage ren- 
dered effective; there is a good well on the premises. This 
bridewell has the. same defects of construction as that of Cas-. 
tlerea. Dietary, id. for both sexes. Petty sessions fortnightly ; 
registry, committals, and transmittals correct. The salary of 
the keeper is but £10 per annum, a sum wholly inadequate for 
the services of a competent officer. 

Atlilone. — No prisoners confined in this bridewell ; two Athlone. 
female convicts who were proceeding to Cork gaol, hatring 
passed the previous night here; 19 during the last quarter. 

The house, which is small and inconvenient, was clean; the 
sewers lead to a cesspool which is clearable from the outside ; 
no water, but it can be obtained at no great distance ; some of 
the bedding rather worn. Petty sessions fortnightly, and ' 
transmittals direct. Registry properly, kept ; but I found some 
cases of committal to periods of imprisonment for seven days, to 
be carried out in the bridewell; a practice which is illegal, and 
ought forthwith to be discontinued. The local inspector very 
rarely visits; but the magistrates sometimes inspect, making, 
however, no entries in the Visitors’ Book, The salary of the 
keeper is only £10 per annum. 

J. Cobby Conhellan, Inspector-General. 
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County or Sligo Gaol, at Sligo. — Visited the 18th of 
May, 1855. 



Number of Prisoners, Nature of 0 fences, and State of 
Discipline . 



Denomination of Class, 


No. i 


n each Class. 


No. Sick in Hospital. 


Maks. 


Females 


Total. 


Males. 


Fcmalos 


Total. 


Master Debtors, .... 


1 


- 


1 




- 


- 


Untried. 














For Felony, . . , • , ! 


- j 


I 


1 




- 


- 


,, Larceny, . . . • 


- 








- 




Deserters, 




~ 


1 








Tried. 














Cases Disposed of at Assizes and 














Sessions. 














Of Felony or Larceny : — 














To Transportation, 


1 


4 


5 


“ 






To Penal Servitude, . 


2 


5 


7 


- 






To Imprisonment, 


5 


6 


11 


2 


1 




Of Misdemeanors, &c., . 


8 


“ 






~ 




Disposed o f Summarily. 














Other Misdemeanors, 


7 


1 


8 


- 




- 


Under Revenue Laws, . 


3 


1 


4 


- 


- 


- 


Drunkards, ..... 


" 


1 


1 


- 






Gross Totals, 


29 


20 


49 


4 


5 


9 



Offences, <&c., of Juveniles Classified. 

Agios. 



— 


10 Years and 
under. 


16 Years and 
above 10. 


20 Years and 
above 16. 




M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


31. 


F. 


Felons convicted, 

Committed for trial at Assizes and 








1 


3 


3 


Sessions— Felons, 






- 








,, Misdemeanants, . 




- 


1 




- 




Summary convictions, . 


- 




2 








Twice imprisoned. 


- 






1 


1 


1 


Three times imprisoned. 


- 


- 




_ 






Five times imprisoned & upwards, 


- 


- 


2 










Committals during the past year — males, 307 ; females, 121; 
Average daily number — males, 53111!- ; females, 254!. Highest 
at any one time — males, 73 ; females, 37. Lowest at any one 
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time — males, 38; females, 16. Average daily number in hos- 
pital — ‘males, 2 £It; females, 3f££. 

Re-committals during the past year — Once — males, 16 ; fe- 
males, 12. Twice — males, 5 ; females, 2. Thrice — males, 6 ; 
females, 3. Four times and more — males, 10; females, 13. 
Total — -males, 37 ; females, 30. 

Punishments for prison offences during the year — Dark Cells 
— males, 12; females, 16; Number sentenced during the year 
to whipping — males, 5. 

Upon comparing the total in custody upon the day of inspec- 
tion with similar returns furnished for the corresponding clays 
in the three preceding years, we observe a remarkable decline : 



18th May, 1852, . 


; * 90 


„ 1853, . 


, ; 72 


„ 1854, . 


85 


„ 1855, * 


49 



It is to be hoped that this low aggregate may be maintained 
henceforth, for the daily averages of 1853 and 1854 show a 
trifling excess in the latter years, the numbers being 73^- and 
78 - 6, respectively. On the other hand, the average of the seven 
years ending in 1846, stood as high as 93'02 ; and during the 
four years in which the famine and its effects operated unfavour- 
ably upon the population, rose to 224T9, the culminating point 
being 341, on the 30th June, 1848. 

Again, if we analyze the sum of 49, we find that of the tried 
prisoners, ho less than twelve (5 males and 7 females) were 
under rules of transportation or penal servitude, and, therefore, 
removable on the occurrence of vacancies to the convict depots ; 
and further, that there were but four prisoners for trial — a con- 
dition of comparative immunity from crime in a population of 
128,510 (according to the Census of 1851), which affords matter 
for congratulation; 

There is also to be noted a reduction in juvenile offenders as 
well as in vagrants and drunkards ; two classes from which prison 
population has hitherto been largely derived. The actual 
number of females, too, has declined, although the proportion 
which they bear to the males is still considerable. The latter 
sex undoubtedly has been advantageously influenced by employ- 
ment and enlistment — causes which have not affected the former ; 
but the great preponderance of re-committals and of punishments 
among the women exhibit strongly the necessity of applying a 
more stringent form of discipline in their case. 

The males are classified in conformity with the prescriptions 
of the Prisons’ Act, and carry on their respective works in par- 
titioned sheds ; but the females are merely divided into two 
sections, according to character ; and there is no further approxi- 
mation to the “ separate system ” than that they take their meals 
in their cells, and are kept singly at night ; association in the day 
time being permitted. 

The lock-up is attended by the governor and the deputy- 
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governor, and a patrol is maintained at night ; but there is no 
tell-tale clock to measure the regularity of the circuits. 



Accommodation. 





M. 


F. 




M. F. 


Wards, . 


9 


2 


School Rooms, . 


1 l 


Yards, . 


12 


4 


Workshops, 


6 


Day Rooms, 


12 


2 


Works heds, 


56 


Solitary Cells, . 


5 


1 


Kitchens, 1. 




Single Cells of size 






Store Rooms, 


2 1 


adequate for ‘‘sepa- 






Laundries, 


1 


ration,” 


74 


17 


Baths, 3. 




Sleeping Rooms, 


10 


8 


Fumigating Rooms, 1. 




Number of Beds in 






Pumps, 3. 




such Rooms, 


8 


13 


Wells, 1. 




Hospital Rooms, 


2 


2 


Tread-wheels, . 


i 



Chapels, 1. I 

The building was throughout clean and orderly, in complete 
repair, and adequately furnished with bedding, one sheet being 
assigned for each beef in the classes, and two in the hospital. 
The sewerage is effective; the supply of water ample; and 
there ' are hot, cold, and shower baths ; but no lavatories, the 
prisoners using buckets for their daily ablution-. Gaol clothing 
is issued to -all except those who support themselves at their 
own expense. 

The laundry is spacious, and the drying-room, which is placed 
above it, is fitted with slides, and heated by the same fire. _ It 
would be advisable to erect partitions between each washing 
trough, so as to prevent intercourse. 

Tlie above schedule of accommodation shows that the number 
of cells allocated to the males far exceeds the present require- 
ments, and that the female- quarter is nearly adequate to them. 
The latter, indeed, I have little doubt, would, if prepared for 
“ separation” (the entire contents of all the cells being sufficient to 
justify the Inspeetors-General in certifying their fitness), be soon 
found to have the effect of diminishing the aggregate of delin- 
quents of this sex, after a short subjection on their part to this 
distasteful and deterrent discipline. 

With regard to the males, although, as previously stated, they 
are arranged under the categories laid down by the 7th Geo. 
IV., cap. 74, the inadequacy and the inequality of all classifica- 
tion founded on the character of the offences, and not on that of 
the offenders , have long been felt by those who have devoted their 
attention to prison management. 

On the- other hand, the simplicity of “separation,” and its 
certainty in protecting the less depraved from further contami- 
nation, and in preventing the more guilty from communicating 
their own corruption, have never failed to secure the advocacy ot 
all those who have experienced its working, even withqut taking 
into consideration the opportunities of self-examination, and ot 
receiving uninterruptedly moral and religious instruction, whici 
it solely affords. . # 

It is, therefore, impossible to inspect this airy and well-con- 
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structed building, which contains the means of extending the 
system to all classes at a comparatively small outlay, and which 
is placed under the administration of very efficient officers, 
actuated by a strong sense of duty, without expressing an earnest 
hope that this benefit — the twofold benefit of diminishing crime 
and its consequent expenditure— may be conferred at no distant 
period upon the county. 

Employment and Schools . — Productive labour is maintained 
chiefly by oakum-picking, stone and bone breaking, and by 
tailoring and shoemaking, one of the turnkeys being a shoemaker 
bv trade, and the deputy having acquired an aptitude for cutting- 
out, &c. 

The total of net profit produced by articles disposed of out- 
side the gaol was, in 1853, £28 4 - §. IQ'^d . ; in 1854, £44 I9.v. 0 \d. 
Punitive labour is supplied by the tread-wheel and shot-drill. 

The annexed schedule shows the nature and amount of em- 
ployment of both kinds on the day of my visit. 



male's. . 

Shoemaking, . . ' 2 

Tailoring, . . . .2 

Net-making, . . . .1 

Oakum-teasing, . \ .9 

Cooking, . . . . . 2 

Prison duties, ■. . •. .7 

Unemployed and sick, .6 

Total confined, . . 29 

FEMALES. 

Sewing, •. . .13 

Nursing, . . -.1 

Prison duties, •. . . . T 

■Sick, . . . .5 

Total confined, . . . 20 



Twelve of the above males were engaged for two hours at 
shot-drill, and were kept during the remainder of the day at 
productive labour and prison duties, as stated. . 

Schooling is given to prisoners of both sexes daily from seven 
to nine o’clock, a.m. Among the males, the juveniles, and those 
of all ages who are desirous of learning, are taught primarily in 
their classes by their respective turnkeys, and are then trans- 
ferred to the care of the schoolmaster, who has been regularly 
trained to his profession. Adequate registries of progress are 
kept both by the master and matron, and the chaplains occa- 
sionally examine the pupils. 

Number attending the school during the year — males, 184*, 
females, 67. Average number attending daily — males, 34-lf-f, 
females, 6-rrV. 

Dietary. — Breakfast — males, 8 oz. of meal in stirabout, and 
one pint of buttermilk. Females, 7 oz. of meal in stirabout, and 
1 pint of buttermilk. 

Dinner — males, 14 oz. of brown bread, and 1 pint of new milk. 
Females, 12 oz. of brown bread, and | pint of new milk. 
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Males and females under 15 years — Breakfast, 5 oz. of meal 
in stirabout, and 1 pint of new milk. Dinner, 8 oz. of brown 
bread, and 1 pint of soup. Supper, 4 oz. of brown bread. 

Stirabout, one-third oatmeal and two-thirds Indian meal. 
Bread, wholemeal. 

All prisoners whose period of imprisonment does not exceed 
one month, get oatmeal gruel for dinner instead of milk ; and 
all prisoners in custody get gruel for dinner two days in each 
week. 

Contracts . — White bread, per 4 lbs., 10i<7.; brown bread, 
per 4 lbs., 8 d . ; oatmeal, per cwt., 15s. 5 d . ; Indian meal, per cwt., 
12*. id . ; new milk, per gallon, 6 Jd; buttermilk, per gallon, 
2 jd. ; coals, per ton, £1 Os^Sd . ; straw, per cwt,, Is. KM. ; candles, 
per dozen lbs., 7s. 1(M. ; white soap, per lb., 4| d . ; brown soap, 
per lb., 3f d. 

The net cost of dietary per day for each prisoner on the day 
of inspection and on the corresponding day in the last three 



years was : — 

Males. Females. 

1853, • • 2-g . • Go'^- 

1854, . 3 &d. . . 3 \d. 

1855, . .• 2H -d. . . 



There were no complaints ; the provisions are regularly in- 
spected by the chaplains, and the milk is tested by a lactometer 
and galometer. 

Bucks and Accounts.— The hooks prescribed by the Court of 
Queen’s Bench are admirably kept; the Abstract of Daily 
Consumption is filled by the clerk, and checked by the governor; 
the Morning State and Discharge Book by the deputy-governor; 
and the Gate Record by the porter ; the whole as well as the 
accounts being under the supervision of the very efficient local 
inspector ; so that a complete and reliable synopsis of the expen- 
diture of the prison is presented. The total cost of the gaol for 
the last three years, including dietary and salaries, was — 

£ s. cl. 

1852, .... 1,600 17 10 

1853, .... 1,584 15 4* 

1854, .... 1,917 8 10* 

Officers ancl Salaries. 

Captain Henry Fawcett, Local Inspector, 

Rev. Samuel Shone, Protestant Chaplain, 

Rev. Patrick Boyle, Roman Catholic do., 

Rev. James Heron, Presbyterian do., 

Robert Lynn, Physician, .... 

Archibald Armstrong Apothecary, 

Vernon Davis, Clerk, 

John Beatty, Governor, 

Edward Walsh, Deputy-Governor, . 

Thomas Blest, Turnkey, Shoemaker, employed 
in Schooling, . „• • • 

Peter Boyde, Turnkey, employed in Schooling, 

Peter Davy, do.. Shoemaker, 



£ s. d. 
96 6 2 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
65 0 0 

21 0 0 
30 0 0 

200 0 0 
75 0 0 

25 0 0 
25 0 0 

25 0 0 
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S. U. 

Thomas Graham, T urnkey, employed in Schooling, 25 0 0 

James Gallaher, do., . . . . 20 0 0 

John Connor, do., . . . . 20 0 0 

Alexander Crawford, do., Shoemaker, employed 
in Teaching, . . . . 20 0 0 

James Lee, do., employed in Schooling, 20 0 0 

James Lougheed, do., do., 20 0 0 

William M‘Donogh, do., and Schoolmaster, 20 0 0 

Catherine Ryan, Matron, . . . . 20 0 0 

Mary Poe, Female Turnkey, . . . . 10 0 0 

The deputy-governor, the turnkeys, the matron, and female 
turnkey all receive the gaol allowance. 

Officers Visits .. — Local Inspector, 262; Surgeon, &c., 221; 
Protestant Chaplain, 167 ; Presbyterian or Dissenting Chaplain, 

153; Roman Catholic Chaplain, 90. 

Hospital . — The hospital, which contains compartments for 
each sex, is well tended and ventilated, and furnished with baths 
and water-closets. . There were five male and four female patients ; 
hut the gaol is quite free from epidemic disease. The numbers 
of those sent to hospital, of the days, and cost of medicine, and 
of the deaths, stand as follows: 





No. in Hospital. 


No. of Days. 


Cost of Medicine. 


No. of Deaths. 








£ s. d. 




1852, 


31 


507 


3 7 51 


1 


1853, 


48 


416 


4 5 51 


2 


1854, 


60 


960 


25 9 10“ 


1 




Board of Superintendence. 




Right 


Hon. John Wynne. 


Charles W. Cooper, Esq. 



.John Ormsby, Esq. ; Colonel Knox Barrett, 

oames Wood, Esq. I John Ffolliott, jun., Esq. 

Richard Gethin, Esq. j Sir Gonville Bromhead, Bart, 

bir Robert Gore Booth, Bart, j James Jones, Esq. 

Jemmett Duke, Esq. j Sir Malby Crofton, Bart. 

I he meetings of the Board take place monthly (any interrup- 
tion being rare), at which bills and vouchers are examined. At 
each assizes the final audit is taken, and the whole financial con- 
dition of the gaol is laid before a committee of the Grand Jury. 
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Bridewell. Bridewell. 

Battymote.- No prisoners ; 19 in the previous quarter. No Ballymote. 
change has taken place in the accommodation since the last 
Inspection, there being but one apartment for the occupation 
. tomales b .y day and night, and the male privy being still 
insecure. . The house tolerably clean, and the bedding sufficient, 
nut the tickens were rather worn: some tins and buckets were 
lequired ; the pump is effective. Petty sessions held fortnightly, 
ml transmittals immediate ; the registry and committals correct. 

tie local inspector visits occasionally ; cost of dietary. 5 id. ■ 
salary of keeper, £40. 

James Cobby Coxnellan, Inspector-General. 
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County of Tyrone Gaol, at Omagh. — Visited the 13th of 
September, 1855. 



Number of Prisoners, Nature of Offences, and State of 
Discipline and- Administration. 



Denomination of Class. 


No. in each Class. 


Males. 


Females 


Total. 




Pauper Debtors, 


2 


- 


2 


Untried. 






12 

6 

2 

1 


For Pelony, 


7 

1 


5 


, , Larceny, 


1 


,, Misdemeanors, 

Deserters, • 


1 


Tried. 








Cases Disposed of at Assizes and Sessions. 








Of Felony or Larceny — 


13 




13 


To Imprisonment, 




Disposed of Summarily. 








In default of Bail, 




4 


4 

6 


Non-payment of Fines and Penalties, . 






Other Misdemeanors, 








Under Poor Law Act, 






7 

2 


Under Revenue Laws, 




~ 


Drunkards, 






Gross Totals, 


41 


18 


59 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified — at tile time of 
Inspection. 





Ages. 







16 Years and 


20 Years and 




under. 


above 10. 


above 16. 




M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


Felons convicted, .... 


- 


- 


3 








Committed for trial at assizes and 












„ 


sessions — Felons, 


- 






“ 






Misdemeanants, 
Summary convictions, . 


- 


- 




- 


3 


2 


Vagrants, 


- 


“ 










Twice imprisoned, 


- 


“ 


** 








Three times do., . 


— 


T 










Four times do., . 


- 


- 










Five times do. and upwards, . 












— — 



Committals during the past year, lb 54 — males, ojo, lclua ' 
217. Debtors— males, 28. Total— males, 603; females, ill- 
Average daily number — males, 67 ; females, 39. Highest mini 
ber at any one time-males, 95 ; females, 52. Lowest number 
at any one time — males, 48; females, 27. Average daily n 
ber in hospital — males, 4; females, 5. 
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Re-committals during the past year, 1854. — Once — males, 
16; females, 19. Twice — males, 2; females, 2. Thrice — 

males, 3. Total — males, 21; females, 21. 

Punishments for prison offences during the year 1854. — Dark 
cells — males, 28 ; females, 10. Other punishments — males, 22 ; 
females, 25. Total — males, 50; females, 35. 

Number sentenced during the year 1854 to whipping — 
males, 14. 

A considerable reduction is observable in the aggregates of 
those in custody, when a comparison is instituted between the 
corresponding days of the last three years, the numbers stand- 
ing thus : — 





Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


13th September, 1853, 


70 


35 


105 


„ 1854, 


68 


39 


107 


„ 1855, 


41 


18 


59 



The latter total, however, is not to be taken as including all 
the females, some 'of them being placed in the bridewells of 
Dungannon, Strabane, and Clogher, under the special order of 
the Court of Queen’s Bench, during the erection of the new 
prison. But even when these are added, amounting, as they 
do, to only thirteen, the record exhibits an important im- 
provement. The daily average, consequently, for the current 
year will, doubtless, fall far below that taken for the seven 
years ending in 1846 (the commencement of the famine), 
namely, 107 — 18, a sum which rose during the four years of 
extreme distress to 247 — 50, the highest point having been 
reached on the 23rd of February, 1848, when no less than 413 
prisoners were congregated together. 

This improvement is found to affect almost exclusively the 
males — both juveniles and adults — and not to embrace the 
females, whose high proportion and frequent re-committals 
attest the indispensable policy of bringing the separate system 
to bear stringently upon offenders of this sex. ; 

Vagrancy and workhouse offences have undergone a great 
decrease; but drunkenness, I regretted to learn, still holds a 
place in the registry. 

There were, happily, no sick, no lunatics, and no males 
under rule of transportation or penal servitude; the females 
thus sentenced being, as stated above, lodged in the bride- 
wells; but upon my urgent representation to the Directors 
of Convict Prisons, they w r ere shortly afterwards removed 
to a more fitting place of confinement. The prison was through- 
out as. clean and orderly as was compatible with the works in 
operation. The buildings now' in occupation were, dry, well 
ventilated, and in good repair, except a slight fissure in the 
ceiling of the upper tier of the male quarter, which requires 
attention.. There was an ample supjdy of clothing and bedding, 
sheets being used in all the classes. The existing sewers are 
ineffective, but it is expected that the new ones will remedy this 
defect. Large tanks are employed for washing the prisoners, 
and there are troughs and water-cocks furnished to them in 

l 2 
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each yard. The males are classified according to the prescrip- 
tions "of the Prisons’ Act; but having found that although 
there was sufficient accommodation at the time of my inspec- 
tion, three were occasionally placed in one cell, on the plea 
of strictly observing the classes, I directed that each prisoner 
should be kept singly at night whenever it was practicable. 
The females were, of course, in an exceptional state, but every 
effort appeared to be made by the matron to maintain discip- 
line. The lock-up is attended hy the deputy-governor, but 
there is no inspection at uncertain hours during the night, nor 
is there a tell-tale clock to test the vigilance of the turnkey on 
patrol. There were only twenty punishments since the begin- 
ning of the year, all of which were inflicted by the authority of 
the governor. 

Accommodation. 



Wards, 

Yards, 

Day Rooms, 

Solitary Cells, . _ • 

* Single Cells of size 
stated below, 56. 
Single Cells of larger 
size, ... 
Sleeping Rooms, . 

No. of" Beds in such 
Rooms, 

Hospital Rooms, . 



Chapels, 

School Rooms, 
Workshops, . 
Worksheds, . 
Kitchens, 

Store Rooms, 
Laundries, . 
Lavatories, . 
Baths, 

Reception Rooms, 
Pumps and Wells, 
Tread -wheels, 



5 

31 

1 

2 



My ex-colleague having in his last report fully stated the extent 
of improvement, and of fresh accommodation provided hy the 
new plans, it is unnecessary for me to repeat the detail. I had 
hoped to have found the buildings in a more advanced stage, 
but some unforeseen difficulties and delays had intervened, 
without, however, any dereliction of duty on the part of the 
contractor. The progress of the work towards completion now 
promises to be uninterrupted. The new cells destined lor the 
females are of ample size, and will shortly he fitted with ah 
the requirements prescribed hy the “Separate Confinement 
Act.’’ i apprehend, however, that the lighting of the lower 
tier will be found to be imperfect, and that it will be necessary 
to splay or bevel the windows. The number- of these cells is 
thirty-nine, which is precisely equal to the daily aceraf/e of 
female prisoners during the last year; and although the highest 
number attained at any one time ill the course of the veal' was 
no less than fifty-two, I trust that, the accommodation will prove 
sufficient; the invariable result of the establishment of “ separa- 
tion,” especially in the case of females, being the diminution ot 
re-committals. • . . ;n 

The troughs in the new laundry, which is spacious, 

* Twenty-eight cells measuring in height, each, 7 feet 91 inches ; 
feet ; breadth, 6 feet ; and twenty-eight measuring— height, < feet a 
length, 9 feet; breadth, 6 feet. 
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require to be furnished with partitions, in order to maintain 
throughout tlie principle of non-intercourse. 

With regard to the males, the foregoing schedule shows that ' 
there are fifty-six cells allocated to them, the dimensions of 
which fall but little below the aggregate of cubic feet con- 
sidered to be requisite for “ separation.” 

If these cells were provided with the appliances directed 
by the 3rd and 4th Vic., cap. 44, they might, I venture to 
assert, be safely tenanted, as they are very well ventilated, 
and as the site of the prison is high and airy; and in hot 
weather, during the hours of occupation, between the opening 
at morning and locking up at night, the doors might be fastened 
ajar with a padlock and chain; but a considerable portion of 
the day would be passed in the work-sheds, of which there are 
thirty-one, and in the yards, where the prisoners could be exer- 
cised in modified association, by being placed apart in a circle 
at such intermediate distances as to prevent communication. 

Further, in the event of such an adaptation being carried out, 
the day-rooms could be rendered available for subdivision, and 
thus an additional number of cells could be erected. I have 
thrown out these observations in order to show that it would 
be practicable at a very moderate outlay, and with trifling 
labour, to extend to prisoners of this sex the same advantages 
which the local authorities, with great public spirit, have already 
conferred upon those of the other. 

Employment and Schools . — Number attending school during 
the year 1854 — males, 591. Average number attending daily, 
1854 — males, 67. 

As several of the turnkeys are handicraftsmen, there being 
two carpenters, a weaver, a tailor, and a shoemaker, included 
in their body, productive labour has been hitherto effectively 
maintained here; but, during the progress of the alterations, 
some of these branches of industry are necessarily suspended. 
The ordinary occupation of the males consists of stone-breaking, 
weaving, mat-making, smith- work, carpentering, and making- 
up shoes and clothing; and that of the females of mending, 
washing, knitting, and sprigged-muslin work. 

The total of net profit produced by articles disposed of out- 
side the gaol stood thus, during the years — 1853, £47 13s. 10 d . ; 
1854, £52 14, v. 8 d. 

Punitive labour is supplied by the tread-wlieel and by shot- 
drill. 

Schooling is given to the males for two hours daily by a 
trained master, who is assisted by the turnkeys in their several 
wards. The chaplains occasionally examine the pupils. With 
regard- to a registry of progress the Inspectors-General hope to 
shortly establish a form which will be suitable to the low state 
of education usually found in the criminal classes of both sexes, 
and which will satisfactorily exhibit the improvement from 
period to period. There is no regular school at present for the 
females; but when they are placed under the complete pre- 
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scriptions of the separate system, clue attention will doubtless 
be given to this important element of reformatory treatment. 

Dietary. — Males. — Breakfast — 1 pint buttermilk, and 8 oz. 
of oatmeal in stirabout. Dinner — 14 oz. bread, and 1 pint new 
milk. 

Females. — Breakfast — 1 pint buttermilk, and 7 oz. oatmeal in 
stirabout. Dinner — 12 oz. bread, and | pint new milk. 

Under ten years of age. — Breakfast — £ pint of sweet milk, 
and 5 oz. of oatmeal in stirabout. Dinner — \ pint of sweet 
milk, and 10 oz. of bread. Supper — 1| naggin of sweet milk, 
and 4 oz. of bread. 

Contracts. — Bread, per 4 lbs., S±d. ; oatmeal, per cwt., 15.?. ; 
Indian meal, per cwt., 11s. 6d. ; rice, per lb., 2gd. ; meat, per 
lb., 6d.; new milk, per gallon, 6f d.; buttermilk, per gallon, 
3d.; salt, per cwt., 2s.; turf, per box, 6d. ; straw, per cwt., 
Is. 4 \d.; candles, per lb., 7&d. ; soap, per lb., 5 d. 

Net cost of dietary — 1853, 2i^c/. ; 1854, 3f|| %d.; 1855, 
3HI d. 

There were no complaints made of the provisions by any of 
the prisoners during my inspection ; but a short time previously 
the milk having been rejected by the chaplains as unfit for use, 
the contractor was compelled to take it back, and to supply 
butter in its place. It appears that gruel has been disused 
throughout the prison by order of the surgeon. I am, of 
course, unwilling to interfere with any occasional departure 
from the dietary ordered by the Court of Queen’s Bench, as 
such departure must be left to the discretionary power vested 
in the medical officers ; but when an infraction of the uniform 
scale directed to be enforced throughout Ireland assumes a 
permanent character, I am bound to point out that it is manda- 
tory upon the local authorities to carry out strictly the regular 
dietary , except in such cases and under such circumstances as 
shall seem to require that it should be temporarily superseded. 
In justice to Dr. Thompson I subjoin his letter ; but I have to 
state, that the substitution of gruel was determined upon by 
the Court, after the fullest deliberation and communication 
with the highest medical authorities; that it has been in use 
for some years in all the gaols of Ireland except one, in which it 
has lately been adopted with the entire concurrence of the phy- 
sician ; and that no such general objection as that put forward 
by Dr. Thompson has been laid before us, any disposition to 
dysentery or diarrhoea having been found to give way when the 
gruel was suspended for short periods, or corrected by the 
addition of pepper, or such other ingredients as were con- 
sidered to be the most efficacious. 

“ Omagh Gaol, October 2, 1855. 

“ Sir, — I have been informed that you wish me to explain my rea- 
sons for recommending that the use of gruel should be discontinued 
in this prison, and, therefore, beg to state that I felt called on to do 
so in consequence of the prevalence of dysentery, to which this institu- 
tion appears to -be peculiarly liable. The disease ceased when the gruel 
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was discontinued, and recurred when it was recommenced to such an North 
extent that it was necessary, for some time, to add rice to the oatmeal District. 
stirabout. I, therefore, advised the Board to give up the gruel, and Counhj of 
since then the gaol has been free from dysentery, the proportion of sick Tyrone Gaol. 
diminished, and the mortality nil. 

“ X have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

“ Henry Thompson, m.d., 

“ Surgeon to the Tyrone Infirmary. 

£t To Corry Connellan, Esq., 

« Inspector-General of Prisons.” 

Books and Accounts .— The books and accounts are kept with 
accuracy. As soon as the new prison shall have been com- 
pleted, and certified by one of the Inspectors-General to be fit 
for occupation, it will be necessary for the Board to prepare a 
code of by-laws, and to submit it to the Lord Lieutenant and 
Privy Council, as directed by the 3rd and 4th Vic., cap. 44 — 
the “ Separate Confinement Act.” 

The total cost of the gaol— 1852, £1,964 11s. Sd.) 1853, 

£2,080 5s. 10 d. ; 1854, £2,146 17s. 



Officers and Salaries. 

George A. Rogers, Local Inspector, . 

Rev. M. A. Thompson, Protestant Chaplain 
Rev. M. O’Kane, Roman Catholic do., 

Rev. Josias Mitchell, Presbyterian do., 

Henry Thompson, Surgeon, 

Francis Trenor, Apothecary, . 

Alexander Campbell, Governor, 

Wm. McClelland, Deputy-Governor and Clerk, 
Knox Ashfield, Turnkey, 

Andrew Hamilton, do., Weaver, 

Samuel Mullen, Gate Turnkey, 

John Bleakley, Hospital do., 

Alexander MTlroy, Turnkey, Shoemaker, 
William Ellis, do., Tailor, 

Rowland Barton, do., Carpenter, 

Robert McConnell, do., do., 

William Noble, Schoolmaster, . 

Mrs. Maria Stubbs, Matron, 

Mrs. Margaret Kidney, Nurse, . 

Mrs. Margaret M £ Greedy, 



£ s. 
100 0 
30 0 
30 0 
30 0 

20 0 
200 0 
45 0 
23 0 
23 0 
23 0 
21 0 
18 0 
18 0 
18 0 
18 0 
18 0 
, 25 0 
. 17 0 
, 17 0 



d. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 



The turnkeys of each ward daily assist the schoolmaster in 
instructing the prisoners. 

The surgeon is paid in one presentment for his attendance 
at the county infirmary and the prison. 

All the intern officers receive the value of their rations in 
money. The turnkeys are furnished with uniform, and their 
salaries rise according to their length of service a very just 
and politic arrangement. 

Officers Visits . — Local Inspector, 141; Surgeon, &c., 130; 
Protestant Chaplain, 135; Presbyterian or Dissenting do., 144; 
Roman Catholic do., 121 ; Apothecary, 3. 
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North The Hospitals , which are small, hut well ventilated, were 
District, occupied at tile time of my visit by the females, but will, of 
Coioih/ of course, be restored to their original destination upon the com- 
Tyrone Gaol, pletion of the new building. The roof is not arched, a defect 
which, some years ago, led to an escape ; and there is no bath. 
The general health of the prison was excellent. 

Number in hospital — 1852, 159; 1853, 160; 1854, 114. 
Deaths, 9. Cost of medicine, £19 is. Number of days in 
hospital, 10,254. 

Board of Superintendence. 

Francis J. Gervais, Esq. Charles Scott, Esq. 

Samuel Vesey, Esq. T. W. D. Humphrey, Esq. 

Thomas Houston, Esq. Robert Wray, Esq. 

James Anderson, Esq. Robert Evans, Esq. 

Captain Ellis. Captain Greer. 

Captain White. G. T. Spellar, Esq. 

The Board assembles monthly in sufficient numbers for the 
transaction of general business, and for the discharge of all 
current bills, &c. The subordinate officers are paid quarterly, 
and those of higher grade at each assizes, when the accounts 
are finally closed and audited. 

Bridewells. Bridewells. 

strabane. Strabane . — One male prisoner; 47 in the quarter preceding 

my inspection. The house clean, the locks in good order, a 
sufficient supply of water, and the cesspools clearable from the 
outside. Some new bedding, which was required, had been 
ordered. A small and timely addition has been made to the 
female quarter, as, pending the alterations of the county gaol, 
prisoners of this sex have been transmitted for custody here 
from time to time, under the special order of the Court of 
Queen’s Bench. Petty sessions held fortnightly, and trans- 
mittals without undue delay. Registry correct. * Dietary, 5 irf. 
The local inspector visits occasionally. ' 
ciogher. Glofflier . — Eight females here, four of whom had been sent 

from the county gaol under the order referred to above ; 16 in 
the last quarter. The house clean, and about to he furnished 
with fresh bedding. The supply of water adequate, and the 
sewers effective. Dietary for both sexes, 5 d. Salary of keeper, 
£36 per annum. The local inspector never visits, but the 
neighbouring magistrates do so from time to time. Petty ses- 
sions every fortnight, and transmittals direct. Registry and 
committals correct. 

Dungannon. Dungannon . — Two males and twelve females; hut nine of the 

latter were prisoners sent from the county gaol. Four female 
convicts had been removed shortly before, at my instance— 
seventy-nine in the last quarter. Petty sessions fortnightly, hut 
transmittals are now less frequent, in consequence of the 
unfinished state of the gaol, and the number of male prisoners 
being greatly diminished. The local inspector visits from time 
to time, but does not always make entries.' The cells tolerably 
clean, but requiring whitewash, which is about to be applied. 
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An issue of new rugs and blankets liad just been made, and a North 
requisition for sheets had been transmitted to the Board. The ^ I STRIC T - 
chimneys continue to be smoky, as noticed in former reports, County of 
and during the prevalence of certain winds, it is almost impos- Tyrone. 
sible to maintain fires. New eave-shoois have been affixed to Bridewells. 
the main building, and the repair of those of the shed for 
stone-breaking has been ordered. From the roof of the latter, 
which affords great facilities of escape, as means of communica- 
tion from an adjoining yard (which is in private occupation), 
can easily be supplied, two prisoners contrived to make their 
way over the wall, but were subsequently retaken. The Board 
of Superintendence, after a due investigation, exonerated the 
keeper from blame. The registry prescribed by the Queen’s 
Bench is very inaccurately kept, not being filled from day to 
day, and the constables not entering their names at the exact 
time of lodging or removing prisoners ; such entries being the 
only reliable check upon the actual issue of rations. The 
keeper has hitherto kept an account of the meals in a record of 
his own ; but I directed that henceforth he should observe the 
forms directed by the Court, and that he should require the 
signature of the police constables. 

J. Coriiy Connellan, Inspector-General 



County or Westmeath Gaol, at Mullingar. — Visited the 
8th of September, 1855. 



County of 
Westmeath 
Gaol. 



Number of Prisoners , Nature of Offences , and State of 
Discipline. 



No. in each Class. 



Denomination of Class. 


Males. 


Females 


Total. 


Master Debtors, 


1 




1 


Pauper Debtors, ........ 


1 


- 


1 


Untried. 








For Felony, 


3 


1 


4 


„ Misdemeanors, 




1 


1 


Tried. 

Cases Disposed of at Assizes and Sessions. 
Of Felony or Larceny : — 








To Penal Servitude, 


4 


- 


4 


Imprisonment, 

Of Misdemeanors, &c., 


10 


6 


16 


4 


~ 


4 


Disposed of Summarily. 








Offences under Larceny Act, ..... 


1 


4 


3 


Non-payment of Fines and Penalties, .... 


5 


- 


5 


Other Misdemeanors, . . . 


1 


1 


2 


Under Poor Law Act, 


1 


1 


2 


Vagrants, 


_ 


5 


5 


Dangerous Lunatics 


2 


- 


2 


Gross Totals, 



33 


19 


52 
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Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified — at the time of 
Inspection. 









Ages. 








10 Years and 
under. 


16 Years and 
above 10. 


20 Years and 
above 16. 




M. , 


F. 


M. 


E. 


M. 


F. 


Felons convicted, 

Committed for trial at Assizes and 


“ 


7 


] 

1 


1 


6 


2 


Sessions — Felons, 


- 






~ 


- 


Summary convictions, . 


_ 


~ 








2 


Twice imprisoned, 


— 


“ 


- 






Three times imprisoned, 















Committals during the past year, 18o4, debtors included 
males, 532; females, 251. Average daily number— males, 554; 
females, 39. Highest at any one time — males, 76 ; females, 51. 
Lowest ditto— males, 39 ; females, 32. Average daily number 
in' hospital — males, 2; females, 

Re-committals during the past year — Once— males, 25; 
females, 23. Twice— males, 10; females, 6. Thrice— males, 
9; females, 5. Four times and more — males, 2; females, 1. 
Total — males, 46 ; females, 35. 

Punishments for prison offences during the year — Dark cells— 
males, 34; females, 24. 

Number sentenced during the year to whipping— males, 53. 

Accommodation. 



Yards, . • -10 

Day Rooms, . • 9 

Solitary Cells, . • 4 

Single Cells of size ade- 
quate for separation, 80 
Single Cells of larger 
size, . • • - 

Cells to contain three 
persons, . 

Sleeping Rooms, . 

No. of Beds in such 
Rooms, 

Hospital Rooms, . 

Chapels, 



10 



10 



School Rooms, 
Workshops, 
Worksheds, 
Kitchens, . 

Bakery, 

Store Rooms, 
Laundries, 

Baths, 

Fumigating Rooms, 
Reception Rooms, 
Pumps and Wells, 
Tread-wheels, 
Crank Mill, 



The reduction in the 
siderable, as is shown by 
on the day of inspection, 
three preceding years : 
September 8 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 



number of criminals here is very con- 
a comparison of the totals in custody 
and on the corresponding days in the 



1852, 

1853, 

1854, 

1855, 



104 

113 

95 

52 



The increasing dearth of adult labour at present may, doubt- 
less, have had the effect of absorbing in employment some ol 
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those who formerly returned again and again to the gaol ; but 
making the fullest allowance for this cause of diminution, 
and for enlistment, as affecting the males, there exists unmis- 
takable evidence of improvement. Juvenile delinquencies 
and workhouse offences have declined greatly; and although 
vagrancy may appear to present still an undue prominence, 
it is to he borne in mind that many committals under this 
category are made of loose women from towns such as Athlone, 
in which the “ Towns’ improvement Act” is in force. Of the 
females;, amounting to 19, who were confined here at the period 
of my visit, no less than 11 were natives of other counties, one- 
third of the male prisoners also being similarly circumstanced. 
Drunkenness, on the other hand, I fear, must be admitted to 
be advancing again — no unusual consequence of higher wages. 

Further, if we take the daily average for a series of years, we 
find that in 1854 it amounted to but 94 5, whereas for the 
seven years preceding the famine it ranged at 116-28, but rose 
in the four years embracing the period of distress to 211-75, 
the extreme point, namely 338, having been attained on the 
27th of February, 1849. 

Lastly, in the committals and re-committals of both sexes, a 
comparison of the proportionate amount in the present year, 
up to the date of the inspection, with the total of the past, 
exhibits a favourable result. 

Committals during the year 1855, from 1st January to 8th 
September — males, 373; females, 179. 

Re-committals from 1st January to 8tli September, 1855 — 
Once — males, 21; females, 2. Twice — males, 5; females, 5. 
Thrice— males, 1 ; females, 1. Four times and more — females, 
2. Total — males, 27; females, 10. 

There were two male lunatics, and four sentenced to penal 
servitude, but no females under either of these classes. 

The building was throughout in good repair, and is well 
ventilated. An ample supply of water is conducted to every yard, 
being raised from a spring and from the river, and is applic- 
able to flushing the sewers. There was a sufficiency of bedding, 
a fresh issue of which was about to be made before the winter, 
the old blankets and bed- ticks being still in wear at the time 
of inspection. Fifty new locks have lately been furnished, the 
most effective of the old ones having been retained. 

The lock-up is attended by the Governor and the Deputy- 
Governor ; and the former occasionally goes round the prison 
during the night at uncertain hours. A patrol is maintained by 
the turnkeys, but there is no tell-tale clock to insure their vigi- 
lance. The punishments were not numerous, and were chiefly 
inflicted by the authority of the Governor. 

The males, who take their meals in their cells, are classified 
generally according to the Prisons’ Act, the juveniles being kept 
apart, while the females are divided only into three sections 
according to character. The chapel is so circumstanced that 
the two sexes can see each other — a defect which could easily 
be remedied by interposing a screen or a curtain so as to 



North 

District. - * 

County of 
Westmeath 
Gaol. 
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seclude tlie females without interfering with their view of the 
chaplain. With regard to accommodation, some steps have 
been taken to establish the principles of improved prison dis- 
cipline in the female quarter, hitherto very defective, inasmuch 
as ten cells situated in the old gaol are in process of adaptation 
to the separate system, hut the work was begun and has been 
brought nearly to a conclusion without any communication 
having been made to the Lord Lieutenant — a course of pro- 
ceeding which, however laudable in its object, must, 1 fear, be 
considered as a violation of the 20th section of the Prisons’ 
Act, which stringently prescribes that the approval of the 
Grand Jury shall first be obtained, as well as the sanction of 
the Executive, to every alteration, inter alia , of a prison. 
These cells are about to be furnished each with a water-closet, 
although of late years such fittings have been rejected as 
leading to unnecessary expense, and as being liable to derange- 
ment in the hands of ignorant or malicious prisoners. In lieu 
of these the Inspectors-General have been satisfied to recom- 
mend a few stalled lavatories, and water-closets to be placed 
outside in convenient and accessible positions. Enclosed exer- 
cising yards have also been constructed, which is a matter 
of regret, as experience has shown that they generate damp, 
and do not afford sufficient area to enable the occupants to 
move with salutary briskness. It has been found more condu- 
cive to the health and cheerfulness of prisoners, and conse- 
quently to their powers of enduring the full term of a long 
sentence to “separate confinement,” that they should be exer- 
cised collectively in comparative association, being of course 
placed apart at such intervals as to render communication 
impossible, under the supervision of an officer. It will he 
necessary, for the same reason, to divide the washing tubs in 
the laundry with partitions. 

I am of course most unwilling to interpose any obstruction 
to the furtherance of so desirable a result, and with that view 
I limit myself to a notice of the irregularity of the proceeding, 
of which I was not made aware until the design had been virtu- 
ally carried into effect, beyond the reach of suspension or modi- 
fication. 

I shall therefore be ready to inspect this quarter of the 
prison as soon as every requirement specified in the 3rd and 
4th Vic., cap. 44, to be necessary for obtaining the certificate 
of the Inspectors-General shall have been fulfilled (viz., due 
lighting, artificial heating, ventilation, and means of communi- 
cation), in order to enable the Board to prepare and to submit 
to the Lord Lieutenant in Council a code of by-laws in com- 
pliance with the above Act. 

The schedule of accommodation shows that there exists 
ample provision in the male quarters for extending to all the 
prisoners of this sex the advantages of separation. Such lava- 
tories and water-closets, as those referred to above, might he 
erected, and metal pipes for artificial heating might be con- 
ducted along the corridors at a comparatively trifling expense, 
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and without any architectural difficulty. It would be desirable Nwith 

also that stalls should be added to the crank-mill in order to 

fully carry out the same principle. These improvements, which County of 
I have ventured to suggest to the local authorities as easily 
attainable, would place "the prison on such a footing as not 
only to prevent the spread of contamination, and to render 
confinement a real punishment, but to afford opportunities at 
least, if not the means, of amendment. 

Employment and Schools — The productive employment con- 
sists chiefly of carpentering and shoemaking— two of the turn- 
keys having been instructed in these trades ; of weaving, taught 
by a competent person, not a turnkey, who receives his food, 
clothing, and a very low weekly salary; and of grinding for 
extern sale as well as intern consumption. Another turnkey 
understands cutting out, and consequently all the prison 
clothing is made up within the walls. The females are engaged 
in sewing, and knitting, and washing. 

The totals of net profit produced by articles disposed of out- 
side the gaol in the years 1854 and 1855, the returns being 
made up to the Lent Assizes, were respectively £68 6s. and 
£56 19s. llti 

Punitive labour is supplied by the crank-mill, and by shot- 
drill, which was reported to me by the Governor to have proved 
a very effectual deterrent. . 

School instruction is given for two hours daily to juvenile 
prisoners of both sexes by the schoolmaster- turnkey and 
matron; no adults, except at their own special desire, being 
included. Tbe registry is that adopted by tbe National Board, 
whose inspector visits from time to time, and the chaplains 
also occasionally examine the pupils. The registry in question, 
though admirably calculated for measuring a certain amount of 
proficiency, is scarcely adapted to the very illiterate condition 
found to exist in the great majority of those committed. 

Number attending school during the year — males, 70; fe- 
males, 34. 

Average number attending daily— males, 6^; females, 6. 

Dietary. — Males. — Breakfast — 5 oz. oatmeal and 3 oz. Indian 
meal made into stirabout, and \ pint new milk. Dinner 
14 oz. bread and 1 pint new milk. 

Females.— Breakfast— 5 oz. oatmeal and 2 oz. Indian meal 
made into stirabout, and 4 pint of new milk. Dinner 12 oz. 
bread and pint new milk. All prisoners get gruel in lieu of 
milk on two days in each week, and those sentenced to one 
month and under, on every day for dinner. 

Males and females under 15 years. — Breakfast 5 oz. oaten 
meal and 4- pint new milk. Dinner — 8 oz. bread and 1 pint 
soup. Supper — 4 oz. bread. 

Contracts. — Bread , 2d. per lb.; oatmeal, 15s. per cwt.; 

Indian meal, 13,9. per cwt.; meat, 54c/- per lb. ; new milk, 54 c/. 
per gallon; buttermilk, 2d. per gallon; salt, 5 ^d. per stone; 
coals, 21s. per ton ; turf, £4 2s. 6c?. per 100 boxes; straw, 

Is. 6 d. per cwt.; candles, 7 d. per lb.; soap, 3s. 9c/. per stone. 
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The total cost of the gaol, including dietary, salaries 
&c., was— 1853, £1,822 7a-. 5d.; 1854, £1,801 19s. 3d.) 1855,’ 
£1,546 14s.; the financial year ending at Lent Assizes. 

The net cost of dietary in 1852, 2 T W. ; 1853, 2d . ; 1854, 2 M; 
and on the day of inspection, 1855, nearly 3c?. 

There was but one complaint of the stirabout, which I tasted 
and found to be excellent, as well as the bread. The provi- 
sions are regularly inspected by the chaplains. 

Books and Accounts. — The books are well kept, but it would 
be desirable that the work accounts should present a synopsis 
of debit and credit under the usual headings, of the cost of 
raw material on the one hand, and of articles sold outside, in 
use, and in stock, on the other. 



Officers and Salaries. 

Richard W. Reynell, Local Inspector, 

Rev. T. Woodward, Protestant Chaplain, 

Rev. T. Nulty, Roman Catholic do., 

Rev. A. Gibson, Dissenting do., 

William Middleton, Apothecary, 

James Tyrrell, Governor, 

Richard Deverell, Deputy- Governor, 

Jane Fielding, Matron, .... 
William Trydell, Turnkey and Shoemaker, 
John Harper, ditto, and Carpenter, 

John Black, ditto, and Schoolmaster, 

William Briggs, Turnkey, 

Henry Briggs, ditto, 

Robert Hqroe, ditto, 

John Cane, ditto, 

Peter Kelly, Miller, .... 
Edward Dowdall, Baker, 

Mary Harper, Assistant Matron, 

Mary Coakley, Nurse, .... 
Joseph Ferguson, Esq., Surgeon to Infirmary 
and County Gaol, receives no salary for gaol. 



£ s. d. 

30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
35 0 0 
150 0 0 
60 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
25 0 0 
20 0 0 
14 5 6 
14 5 6 



None of the officers receive any gaol allowance, but the turn- 
keys are furnished with uniforms. 

Officers Visits. — Local Inspector, 59; Surgeon, &c., 126; 
Protestant Chaplain, 94 ; Presbyterian or Dissenting’ Chaplain, 
132 ; Roman Catholic Chaplain, 73 . 

Hospitals. J.he hospitals for both sexes were clean and 
well ventilated, supplied with baths and water-closets, and I 
am happy to add, unoccupied at the period of my visit, the 
general health of the prison being most satisfactory. There 
were two male lunatics, but they were not under medical treat- 
ment. 



1852 


No. in Hospital. 


No. of Days. 


Cost of Medicine. 
£ s. d. 


.38 


532 


3 6 10* 


1853 


. 29 


406 


2 0 6 


1854 


. 22 


308 


2 12 6 


No. of deaths for three years — 7. 
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Board of Superintendence. 



Hugh M. Tuite, Esq. 

John C. Lyons, Esq. 

James W. M. Berry, Esq. 
Henry Murray, Esq. 

George A. Boyd, Esq. 

Robert Smith, Esq. 

William Fetherston H., Esq. 



James Fetherston H., Esq. 

John Long worth, Esq. 

Richard S. Fetherston H., Esq. 
Samuel A. Reynell, Esq. 
Godfrey Levinge, Esq., died on 
the day of inspection — 8th 
September. 



The meetings of the Board take place monthly, at which 
the accounts are inspected, and the salaries of the deputy- 
governor and the turnkeys are discharged, the final audit and 
the payment of all hills, contracts, and of the salaries of the 
superior officers being reserved for the assizes. 



Bridewells. 



North 

District. 

County of 
Westmeath 
Gaol. 



Bridewells. 



Moate.—lyro females; 63 in tlie last quarter. The house Mo»tc. 
very clean, and well supplied with bedding ; the sewerage ade- 
quate, and the pump, which was out oi order, about to be 
repaired ; the chimneys, which had been smoky, much improved. 

Dietary for both sexes, 3 \d. The local inspector frequently visits, 
as well as the governor of the gaol from time to time, and 
some members of the Board of Superintendence. The registry 
correct but some of the committals to definite periods of 
imprisonment in the bridewell under the Towns’ Improvement 
Act are obviously illegal. 

Castletowndelvin . — No prisoners; only 8 m the current ajBetowa- 
quarter, and 13 and 14 respectively in the two preceding ones. 

This building, from its dampness and facilities, of communica- 
tion, is quite unfit for a bridewell, nor does it appear that it 
ever received the necessary sanction under the 20t.h section of 
the Prisons’ Act. An escape was lately the result of this unfit- 
ness. During the winter the bridewell-keeper, fearmg to con- 
fine in the cells, .dripping as they were with moisture, a prisoner 
who was in his custody, placed him at night in the day-room, 
from which, as it was unprovided with bars, the latter contrived 
to make his way out. Bars have since been added to the win- 
dows, hut the unwholesome condition of the cells remains 
unremedied, and further, in consequence of the downward slope 
of the yards towards the day-rooms, the ram water lodges 
against the walls. . , . 

The pump was in fair order, the sewers effective, and the 
bedding sufficient. . 

Petty sessions held fortnightly, and transmittals regular. 1 
regretted to find that the constabulary do not always enter 
their names at the time of lodging prisoners in the bridewell, 
some of whom also were detained on a mere verbal order a- 
practice wholly illegal. The local inspector never visits. 

J. Cobby Connellas, Inspector-General. 
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SOBTH 

District. 



County of 
Carlow Gaol. 



SOUTH DISTRICT. 



County of Carlow Gaol. — Visited on the 30th of 
June, 1855. 



State. 



Denomination of Class. 


1 

| No. 


in each Class. 


i 


Males. | 


Females 


Total. 


Untried. 








For Larceny, ...... 


1 


2 


3 


Tried. 

Cases disposed of at Assizes and Sessions. 
Of Felony or Larceny : — 




' 




To Transportation, 








To Penal Servitude, 








To Imprisonment, 








Of Misdemeanors, &c., ..... 


2 




2 


By Courts-Martial. 








Military Offenders, ..... 


5 


- 


5 


Disposed of Summarily. 








In default of Bail, .... 


9 






Non-payment of Fines and Penalties, 


9 






Drunkards, .... 








Dangerous Lunatics, ..... 


1 


- 


1 


Gross Total, 


19 


25 


44 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified. 



Ages. 





1 0 Y ears and 
under. 


16' Years and 
above 10. 


20 Years and 
above 16'. 




31. 


F. 


31. 


P. 




P. 


Felons convicted, .... 




- 


1 


1 


- 


_ 


Summary convictions, . 


“ 


“ 


1 




1 


2 


Twice imprisoned. 


_ 


_ 


_ 


1 




2 


Three times imprisoned, 


_ 


- 


1 






_ 


Four times imprisoned. 




~ 


I 


- 


- 


' 
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Inspectors- General of Prisons in Ireland. 

Tlie diminution in the number of prisoners in this gaol is 
remarkably progressive; the total in custody on the day of 
inspection and on the corresponding days of the three previous 
years having been as follows: — June 30th, 1852, 122; 1853, 
'76; 1854, 62; 1855, 44. This reduction is the more striking 
when it is considered that this gaol contained in February, 
1848, 322, and in March, 1850, 244 inmates. Vagrancy and 
workhouse offences have very much decreased, there having 
been none of either of these classes in custody on the 30th of 
June, in the two last years. Drunkenness also has very much 
subsided, a pleasing exception to the prevailing rule ; nor is it 
merely in the minor crimes that this improvement is observable, 
for offences against the person and felonies have become com- 
paratively scarce, petty larcenies being now the chief causes of 
imprisonment. 

Neither must it be forgotten that out of the 44 in prison on 
the day of inspection, there were 5 military offenders, and 1 
male and 8 female convicts, which last, have, I am happy to say, 
been since removed to a government prison. 

The committals during the year 1854, were — Felons — males, 
118; females, 129. Misdemeanants — males, 111; females, 48. 
Vagrants — males, 43; females, 35. Drunkards — males, 166; 
females, 19. Debtors — males, 3; females, 1. Total — males, 
441 ; females, 232. 

The re-committals during the year 1854, were — Once — 
males, 19 ; females, 14. Twice — males, 16 ; females, 9. Thrice 
— males, 10; females, 9. Four times and more — males, 11; 
females, 13. Total — males, 56 ; females, 45. 

Average daily number — males, 35 s )fe ; females, 26ft! • 
Highest at any one time — males, 51 ; females, 41. Lowest at 
any one time — males, 24 ; females, 20. Average daily number 
in hospital — males, | ; females, f . 

These returns, compared with those for 1853, show a decrease 
in the male committals of 77, and in the female of 24; but in 
the male re-committals an increase of 27, and in the female a 
decrease of only 3. 

It thus appears that the relative proportions of the sexes 
have here undergone much less change than in most prisons ; 
and I am inclined to attribute this exception from the general 
rule of disproportionate excess of female criminals to the dread 
in which that sex holds the separate system, now in operation 
with regard to females in this gaol ; and it is worthy of notice 
that although in the past year there lias been but a very slight 
reduction in the female re-committals, yet in the four months 
following the opening of the new female separate prison, on the 
1st of March, 1855, there was only one re-committal of this sex. 

The increase in the number of re-committed males is singular 
and inexplicable, and would appear to indicate the necessity of 
applying to them a more stringent discipline. J uveniles, who 
have never been numerous here, are now very unfrequent. 

Cases of lunacy have also become very scarce, and imprison- 
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ment for debt has almost ceased — in fact, in crimes of every 
nature great improvement is observable. 

A ccommodation . 





M. 


F. 




M. 


F. 


Wards, 


4 


1 


Workshops, . 


3 


- 


Yards, 


9 


5 


Kitchens, . 


1 


•- 


Day rooms, . 


10 


2 


Store rooms, 


3 


1 


Solitary cells, 


3 


- 


Laundries, . 


- 


1 


Single cells, 


_ 


22 


Lavatories, . 


S 


4 


Sleeping rooms, . 


13 


- 


Baths, 


5 


1 


.No. of beds in such 






Pumps and wells, 


2 


- 


rooms, 


13 


_ 


Tread-wlieels, 


1 


- 


Hospital rooms, . 


2 


2 


Single Cells of smaller 






Chapels, 


1 


- 


size, 


47 


19 



The prison was throughout in good repair, very clean, well 
ventilated (except in part of the female side), and most abund- 
antly supplied with excellent water, which is raised by tread- 
wheel, and very skilfully dispersed through the entire building. 
The sewerage is also very good, as the never-failing supply of 
water, and the great care taken to make it available, render 
the cleansing of the privies and sewers by flushing both easy 
and effective. 

It is indeed rare to find a gaol, or any public institution, so 
well provided with, or so constituted to derive benefit from the 
presence of water. 

The bedding and blankets were unexceptionable in quality, 
and abundant in quantity; sheets are used in the hospital 
only — were the use of them extended to the whole prison, 
undoubtedly much advantage would be derived in health, clean- 
liness, and even in expense, for a considerable saving ^could 
thereby be effected in the wear and tear of the blankets. There 
are in every part of the gaol excellent lavatories. The. new 
female separate prison contains 16 cells, in every particular 
fitted for separation, and has accordingly been put under the 
separate system act. The construction and general condition 
of this building are very satisfactory, with one exception, the 
closeness of the cells, arising apparently from a want of a 
thorough draught of air. 

I consider it imperatively necessary that the windows of the 
cells should be made to open far wider, and that some arrange- 
ment should be made to prevent the prisoners from being able 
to close the windows — a practice of which they are very fond. 
The body of the building also was close and devoid of proper 
ventilation; and perhaps the easiest method of removing this 
serious objection, would be by the insertion of some perforated 
panes in the gables of the glass roof. 

The remedy to be applied must of course be left to the 
discretion of the local authorities ; but it is abundantly evident 
that in order to secure a continuance of the health for which 
this gaol has hitherto been remarkable, some improvement in 
the ventilation must be effected. 
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The plan adopted for heating this building with hot air has 
answered perfectly. 

There is a drying-room and laundry attached to the separate 
prison, the latter of which has been fitted with partitions — a 
very desirable arrangement. There is also a detached prison, 
specially designed for the solitary confinement of females. 
This building contains 7 cells, which are, under existing rules, 
very seldom occupied. They might, with great facility and little 
expense, be adapted to separation , the sole difficulty con- 
sisting in the necessity of affixing louvers to the windows which 
look into the male yards. The six baths are conveniently placed 
and frequently used. There is no reception ward, a want 
which, in the prevalence of an epidemic, would be severely felt. 
The stores are commodious, and kitchen well situated. 

Classification is well and strictly carried out ; the extent of 
the accommodation, compared with the small number of pri- 
soners at present, removes any difficulty in this particular. The 
juveniles are, however, still mixed with the adults in the several 
classes, an arrangement much to be condemned, as such associa- 
tion is unanimously admitted to be productive of much evil, and 
in this gaol might be easily avoided. 

The 16 female cells are constantly filled ; the following order 
is observed with respect to their occupation : First, re-commit- 
ted offenders, next tried ; and if these two classes are insufficient 
to fill all the ceils, then the deficiency is supplied by the 
admission of the untried. All the prisoners of both sexes sleep 
and take their meals in separation. 

The general appearance and state of the clothing of the 
prisoners was very satisfactory, and strict discipline is observed. 

The lock-up is attended every night by the governor or his 
deputy. There is no patrol ; but the prison is inspected every 
night after 10 o’clock. There load been 31 punishments in 
1854, 14 for males, and 17 for females ; all inflicted by order of 
the governor, and all to solitary confinement. 

Number sentenced during the year 1854 to solitary confine- 
ment — males, 6 ; females, 21. Whipping— males, 17. Total — 
males, 23; females, 21. 

Punitive Labour is supplied by the tread-wheel, by which 
water is raised, and occasionally by shot-drill. The tread- wheel 
is fitted with partitions ; as is also the yard in which it stands, 
to prevent communication during the hours of labour. 

Productive employment, in consequence of the small number 
of hands, is very limited. Males , when any can be spared from 
the prison duties, are employed in stonebreaking, tailoring, 
clog-making, mat and matting making, and sometimes weaving. 
Females . — In spinning, preparation of tow, knitting, net- 
making, washing for prison, &c. Frieze for the dresses is 
bought and then made up in the gaol ; other articles of clothing 
are manufactured within the prison. 

The total of net profit produced by articles disposed of out- 
side the gaol was — in 1853, £14 8s. 8a?.; in 1854, £9 10s. 8^. 
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South 

District. 


Stock at time of Inspection. 


. 124 





Pairs blankets, 


. 171 


J ackets, 


County of 
Carlow Gaol. 


Pairs sheets, . 


. 7 


Browsers, 


. 129 


Hammocks or cots, 


. 16 


Caps, . 


. 141 




Bed-ticks, 
Shirts, . 


. 115 

. 136 


Pairs clogs, . 


. 151 



There is still neither school nor schoolmaster in this gaol; 
a remark which applies to this alone, of all the county gaols in 
Ireland. 

It is true that very few juveniles are committed to this prison ; 
but still it is much to be regretted that, when any of this class 
are received, there should be no provision whatever for that 
which of all things is most necessary to youth, educational in- 
struction. It is therefore very desirable that there should be 
one turnkey competent to instruct, an arrangement which 
would, at no additional expense, remedy this glaring defect. 

Dietary. — First Class — Males— Breakfast — 8 oz. of oatmeal, 
and l pint new milk. Dinner — 14 oz. bread, and 1 pint new milk. 

Second Class. — Females — Breakfast — 7 oz. meal, and 4 pint 
new milk. Dinner — 12 oz. bread, and f pint do. 

Third Class. — Males and Females — Breakfast — 5 oz. meal, 
and 4 pint new milk. Dinner — 8 oz. bread, 1 pint gruel. Supper — 
4 oz. bread. 

Oatmeal gruel supplied to prisoners two days each week, 
and to all prisoners whose imprisonment does not exceed a 
month, daily, for dinner only. 

Contractu Bread, per lb., 1 ^d.\ oatmeal, per cwt., 16.v. ; 

Indian meal, per cwt., 12s. Gd. ; new milk, per gallon, Or/.; salt, 
per cwt., 2s.; coals, per ton, 25.9.; turf, per 20 cubic feet, 
Is. llr/.; straw, per cwt., Is. Gd. ; soap, per stone, 4s. 

The net cost of dietary per day for each prisoner on the day 
of inspection, and on the corresponding days of the three last 
years, was: — 1852, 1 \d. ; 1853, 2\d. ; 1854, 2J d.; 1855, 2 Ud. 

There were no complaints of the provisions, which are duly 
inspected and reported upon by the chaplains. The bread, which 
is bought in the town, is made half of Indian meal, and half of 
second flour. The stirabout is made of equal portions of Indian 
and oat meal. 

Books and Accounts . — The books prescribed by the Court of 
Queen’s Bench are kept with laudable neatness; but 1 found 
that the Gate-keeper’s, the Discharge, and the Daily Consumption 
Books did not always agree: a more frequent examination and 
comparison of these would prevent any such inaccuracies. The 
Visiting and Hospital . Book, and the Governor's Journal, are 
especially satisfactory. The accounts are kept with great ac- 
curacy. The bills are all discharged monthly. The local 
inspector certifies to the correctness of the bills ; and the Board 
then gives a cheque for the aggregate amount to the governor, 
who distributes the payments and produces the receipts at the 
next meeting of the Board. 
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The total cost of the gaol, including dietary and salaries, for 
the three last years, was — in 1852, £1,202 ; 1853, £1,239 os. 5 d . ; 
1854, £1,271 13*. 6rf. 



Officers and Salaries. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


A. Fitzmaurice, Esq., Local Inspector, 


. 60 


0 


0 


J. J. Rawson, Esq., Surgeon, 




— 




Rev. F. F. J. Trench, Chaplain, . 


! 30 


0 


0 


Rev. Daniel McCarthy, R. C. Chaplain, 


. 30 


0 


0 


Mr. Richard Wilson, Governor, 


. 150 


0 


0 


Mrs. C. Gavan, Matron, 


. 50 


0 


0 


Mrs. C. Croghan, Deputy Matron, 


. 15 


0 


0 


Edward Croghan, Deputy Governor, 


. 50 


0 


0 


Robert Tunsted, Turnkey, 


. 30 


0 


0 


William Jones, do., Weaver, 


. 30 


0 


0 


William Coleman, do., 


. 30 


0 


0 


Thomas Walsh, do., 


. 18 


0 


0 


Richard AY alsh, do., . 


. 18 


0 


0 


Elizabeth Twamly, Nurse, 


. 10 


0 


0 



All the intern officers receive the gaol allowance of food and 
coals, candles, &c. The turnkeys are paid monthly, and are 
supplied with an uniform. Only one of them is a handicrafts- 
man — a weaver. 

A deputy matron has been appointed since the last inspection. 

Visits of extern officers during 1854 — Local Inspector, 113; 
Surgeon, &c., 94; Protestant Chaplain, 153; Roman Catholic 
Chaplain, 119. 

It appears that the surgeon does not inspect every prisoner 
at, or soon after, admission to the gaol; an omission which, 
coupled with the absence of a reception ward, might, in certain 
cases, injuriously affect the sanitary condition of the prison. 

Hospitals . — There were no patients in the very commodious 
hospitals, which were in excellent order. The gaol had been 
healthy and free from epidemic. 



No. iu Hospital. No. of Days. 

1852 f8 . 1,690 

1853 60 . 1,117 

1854 27 , 434 



Cost of Medicine. No. of Deaths. 
£ s. d. 

26 11 10 5 

26 14 1 1 

21 4 9 1 



Board of Superintendence. 



John Alexander, Esq., alp. 
Henry Bruen, Esq. 

Robert Clayton Browne, -Esq. 
'William F. Burton, Esq. 
Philip J. Newton, Esq. 

James II. Eustace, Esq. 



William Duckett, Esq. 
Samuel Elliott, Esq. 

Hugh Faulkner, Esq. 
William Fishbourne, Esq. 
Henry Watters, Esq. 
Horace Rochfort, Esq. 



The Board meets monthly, and then discharges all bills through 
the governor. 

Felton F. W. PIekvey, Inspector- General 
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County of Clare Gaol, at Ennis. — Visited the 13th and 
14th of April, 1855. 



State on the 13 th. 





No. i 


,n each Class. 


No. Sick in Hospital. 


Denomination of Class. 


Males. 


Females 


Total. 


Males. 


Females 


1 

! Total. 

j 


Pauper Debtors, .... 


1 


~ 


J 


J j 


- 


1 


Untried. 














For Felony, 


2 


1 2 


4 


- 






,, Larceny, 


4 


- 


4 








Tried. 

Cases disposed of at Assizes and 
Sessions. 

Of Felony or Larceny 




3 










To Transportation, . 


2 | 


i 5 


“ 


" 


~ 


,, Penal Servitude, . 
,, Imprisonment, 


3 i 
22 ; 


6 

31 


I 9 
53 


1 


- 


.1 


Of Misdemeanors, &c., . 


3 ; 


“ 




“ 






Disposed of Summarily. 














Offences under Larceny Act, 
Non-payment of Fines and Penal- 


2 


7 


9 


T 


1 


* 














ties, ...... 


1 


3 


4 








Other Misdemeanors, . 


1 


- 


1 

10 


- 






Under Poor Law Act, . 


10 


- 


- 


- 


“ 


Dangerous Lunatics, 


- 


1 


1 


“ 






Gross Totals, . 


51 


53 


104 


2 


2 


4 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified. 



— 


Ages. 


10 Years and 
under. 


16 Years and 
above 10. 


20 Ye 
abov 


rs and 
16. 




M. 


E. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


Felons convicted, . . . • 


- 


- 


3 


“ 






Misdemeanants convicted, 


- 








5 




Committed for trial at assizes and 














sessions — Felons, 


- 


- 


_ 








Misdemeanants, 


- 












Summary convictions, . 


~ 


- 




“ 


1 




Workhouse offenders, . 


— 


— 




“ 






Twice imprisoned, 


- 


- 










Three times do., 


~ 












Four times do. , 


- 


“ 




* 






Five times do. and upwards, 










— 
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The gradual diminution in crime, as exemplified by the sub- 
joined returns of the numbers of prisoners in this gaol on the 
corresponding days of the four last years, is very satisfactory. 



13th of April, 1852, 


287 


„ 1853, 


154 


„ 1854, 


139 


„ 1855, 


104 



Crimes of an aggravated nature have somewhat decreased ; 
but the chief reduction lies in the classes of vagrancy and 
workhouse offences, the returns for the day of inspection and 
on the corresponding days of the three previous years being — 



Vagrants in Gaol on day of 
inspection. 

1852, ... 13 

1853, ... 9 

1854, ... 3 

1855, . . . - 



Workhouse Prisoners in Gaol on 
day of inspection. 

1852, ... 29 

1853, ... 27 

1854, ... 7 

1855, . . .11 



Drunkenness apparently maintains the same proportion as 
heretofore, and there is little or no change observable in the 
number of juveniles committed to this gaol. 

The committals for the past year were — males, 548 ; females, 
317. Re-committals — males, 176 ; females, 114. Average daily 
number — males, 100 ; females, 61. Highest number at any one 
time — males, 142; females, 77. Lowest number at any one 
time — males, 72 ; females, 48. 

These returns are very remarkable; for, whilst generally 
throughout Ireland the proportion of female criminals has very 
much increased, we find that in the committals to this gaol, for 
1854, the same relative proportion between the sexes is pre-. 
served as in 1853; and that in the re-committals the number of 
females is not only numerically but proportionably diminished. 
But with regret it is to be observed, that with respect to the 
male re-committals the exact contrary applies. The causes 
which have elsewhere produced the disproportionate excess of 
female crime are applicable to the county of Clare, and there- 
fore it may' fairly be argued, that the exception of this gaol 
from the general rule is in great measure attributable to the 
excellent system which is here pursued with respect to females, 
prisoners of this sex being kept in almost total separation, 
which, whilst it insures stricter discipline, and has so manifestly 
a deterrent tendency, has not in any way injuriously affected 
the health of the prisoners. 

Separation is not as yet applied to the males; and to the 
absence of this “deterrent” is probably traceable the increase 
in the re-committals of this sex. 

The accommodation consists of — 



Wards, 

Yards, 

Day Rooms, 
Solitary Cells, 



M. 

8 

8 

7 

4 



F. 

2 

2 



2 

2 



Single Cells, 
Sleeping Rooms, 
Hospital Rooms, 
Chapels, 



M. F. 

103 12 

9 

2 2 
1 
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Sooth 

District. 

County of 
Clare Gaol. 



Workshops, 
Worksheets, 
Kitchens, . 
Bakery, 

Store Rooms, 
Laundries, . 



M. 

. • o 


r- 


Lavatories, 


M. 

2 


F. 


. 4 




Baths, 


2 




1 


- 


Fumigating Rooms, . 


1 


1 


1 


- 


Reception Rooms, 


1 


_ 


. 4 


1 


Pumps and Wells, 


9 


2 


• 


1 


Tread-wheels, 


1 


- 



A portion, however, of the male prison has been assigned to 
the females, for which sex fifty cells are now adapted to almost 
total separation. 

The classification of the males, according to the directions of the 
Prisons’ Act, is duly attended to ; but the juveniles in the several 
classes are now mixed with the adults. It is to be regretted that 
the plan of separating the juveniles from the adults has been 
abandoned, but this change has been necessitated by the 
allocation of all the cells available for separation to the females. 
It is, however, to be hoped, that seeing the advantages arising 
from the application of this system to the females, the authori- 
ties may speedily be induced to make alterations, easily and 
cheaply to be effected, which will enable separation to be 
applied to all the juveniles, and to a great portion of the adult 
males. The total number of cells which might, with facility, 
be rendered available for separation is 115. Both sexes take 
their meals in separation, and all the females are kept in total 
separation, except when mustered before meals and at school. 
The punishments in 1854 were 131 — all inflicted by the 
governor. 

The building throughout was very clean and orderly, and in 
excellent repair. The beds and bedding are good and sufficient, 
the water abundant, and ventilation satisfactory. The sewerage, 
generally, is effective ; but a privy adjoining the scullery was, 
at the time of my visit, very offensive, and might be advan- 
tageously dispensed with in such a locality. All prisoners are 
washed on admission to the gaol, and there are ample facilities 
for their daily personal ablution. There appears to be con- 
siderable difficulty in drying the clothes. A drying machine 
might be erected in the drying room at a very small expense 
which would be found to be very advantageous. 

Hospitals . — The health of the gaol had been very good up to 
the time of my visit. There were five patients in the hospital, 
which was in every respect in good order. 

In Hospital. No. of Days. Deaths. Cost of Medicines. 

£ s. d. 

1852, 95 . 1,413 . 9 . 13 9 5 

1 853, 75 . 1,529 . 6 . 10 0 0 

1854 , 65 . 1,329 . 3 . 7 7 3 



Employment cf Males — Nail-making, weaving, shoemaking, 
clog-making, tailoring, painting, glazing, carpentering, smiths' 
work, brush-making, mat-making, cot-making, and stone- 
breaking. . 
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Employmen t, of Females. — Knitting, spinning, carding, wash- 
ing, &c. 

Punitive labour is supplied by the tread-wheel, and occasion- 
all)' by shot-drill. 

Industrial employment, as is indicated by the above tables, 
is carried out very satisfactorily in this prison. The greatest 
attention is paid to the instruction of the prisoners'" in the 
various handicrafts professed by the turnkeys; and the pro- 
ficiency attained by some of the prisoners, especially juveniles, 
in weaving and other arts, reflects the greatest praise upon all 
concerned. The total net profit upon all articles, from Summer 
Assizes, 1854, to Spring Assizes, 1855, was £134 Is. 11 d. The 
net profit of articles disposed of outside the gaol was, in 1853, 
£67 Is. 9d. ; in 1853, £46 17s. 2d. The reduction exhibited 
in the latter year is attributable to the decrease in the number 
confined. 

Schools. — Educational instruction, which comprises reading, 
writing, and arithmetic, is given by the schoolmaster and 
matron to the males and females respectively. Each class is 
instructed for one hour every day. The school is placed in 
connexion with the National Board, the inspector of which 
frequently visits. Correct registries of progress are kept. 

Number attending school during the year 1854 — males, 261 ; 
females, 156. Average number attending daily — males, 42; 
females, 25. 

Dietary. — Breakfast. — Males — 6 oz. Indian meal and 2 oz. 
rice in stirabout, and i pint new milk. Females — 1 oz. less. 

Dinner. — Males — rye-meal and second flour bread, and new 
milk; gruel, twice a- week, for all; and daily, at dinner, for 
those whose imprisonment does not exceed one calendar month. 

Contracts. — Bread, baked in gaol, |cZ. per lb. ; oatmeal, 16.9. 3 d. 
per cwt. ; Indian meal, 12s. 3 d. per cwt. ; rice, 19s. per cwt. ; 
potatoes, 6i<A per stone ; meat, Qd. per lb. ; new milk, 94d. per 
pottle ; salt, 4 d. per stone ; coals, £1 Qs. Qd. per ton ; turf, 
os. (id. per creel; straw, £2 per ton; candles, 6-|cZ. per lb.; 
soap, £1 14s. od. per cwt. 

There were some complaints of the quality of the stirabout, 
and of the quantity of the milk; I tasted the former, and 
measured the latter, and could find no cause for complaint. 

Books and Accounts. — I carefully examined the books, regis- 
tries, and accounts, and found them to be kept with peculiar 
accuracy, and to tally exactly. The Hospital Book is par- 
ticularly commendable for the satisfactory references which it 
affords. 

The total cost of the gaol, including dietary and salaries, 
for the last three years, was — 1852, £2,288 15s. 2d. ; 1853, 
£2,010 1 Is. 10 d; 1854, £2,241 18s. Sd. 

Officers and Salaries. 

Thomas Keane, Esq., Local Inspector, 

Giles D’Arcy, Esq., Governor, 

Rev. A. Tatton, Protestant Chaplain, 



£ d. 
50 0 0 
300 0 0 
46 3 0 
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£ s. 

Rev. J. Kenny, R. C. Chaplain, . . 46 3 

P. M. Cullinan, Esq., Physician, . 54 0 

Michael Greene, Esq., Apothecary, . 20 0 

Michael Considine, Clerk and Storekeeper, 30 0 
Mary Palmer, Matron, . . . 40 0 

John Corry, Schoolmaster, . . 32 8 

Nicholas Lysaght, 1st Turnkey, . 40 0 

Patrick Considine, 2nd do., . . 40 0 

Cornelius Jordan, 3rd do., Tailor, . 32 8 

George Millar, 4th do., Weaver, . 32 8 

James Nettles, 5th do., Smith, . 29 8 

Peter Devaney, 6th do., . 29 8 

Vacant, 7th do., Carpenter, 29 8 

John Murphy, 8th do., Shoemaker, 28 8 

Patrick Power, 9th do., . . 28 8 

Catherine Frawley, 1st Female Assistant, 17 8 
Mary Kenny, 2nd do., . 17 8 

Margaret Kennedy, 3rd do., . 17 8 

Bridget Lysaght, Nursetender, . . 24 0 

Patt Moylan, Watchman, . . 22 8 

John Driscoll, Messenger, . .60 



d. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 



The turnkeys are paid monthly, and wear uniform, but receive 
no rations or allowances. At the time of my visit there were 
only eight turnkeys, four of ■whom were handicraftsmen. There 
Avas one vacancy. But even supposing such vacancy to be 
filled up, the number of turnkeys will have been reduced from 
eleven to nine — a reduction which the governor considers to 
be incompatible with the maintenance of that strict discipline 
and sound industrial instruction and employment for which 
this gaol has hitherto been so distinguished, and for the estab- 
lishment and carrying out of which the governor deserves so 
much credit. 

Officers Visits . — Local Inspector, 244; Surgeon, &c., 201; 
Apothecary, 284; Protestant Chaplain, 199; Roman Catholic 
Chaplain, 194. 

The provisions are regularly inspected by the chaplains. 



Sir Lucius O’Brien, Bart. 
John Westropp, Esq. 
Charles Mahon, Esq. 

John Enright, Esq. 
William Keane, Esq. 

John Singleton, Esq. 



Thomas Crowe, Esq. 
Edward Wm. Burton, Esq. 
Wainright Crowe, Esq. 
James Mahon, Esq. 

John N. Bonynge, Esq. 

W. F. Patterson, Esq. 



Board of Superintendence. 

1 



The Board meets regularly every month. 



Bridewells. 

'Ennistymon . — One male prisoner; 43 in the last quarter. 
This bridewell was clean, and in good order, but the bedding 
and blankets were bad and insufficient. The Inspector-General 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Inspectors- General of Prisons in Ireland. 171 

having last year noticed this deficiency, I must now urge the South 
immediate necessity of supplying new bedding and blankets. DlSTRlcT ‘ 
Water is abundant, and the sewerage effective. Committals County of 
and registry correct. Petty sessions are held weekly, and Clare . 
transmittals are regular and immediate. The local inspector Bridewells. 
visits frequently. Dietary, 5d. 

Tulla. — One male prisoner ; 44 in the last quarter. I found Tuiia. 
this bridewell clean and orderly. The bedding is thin, and 
some new blankets were required. The roof and the pump also 
require prompt repair. I was informed that the bars of the 
windows had lately been repaired, but such repairs must have 
been imperfectly executed, for, since my visit, a prisoner has 
made his escape by removing one of the bars. Water is plen- 
tiful, and sewerage good. Registry and committals correct. 

Petty sessions fortnightly, and transmittals tolerably regular. 

The local inspector visits frequently. Dietary, 5 d. 

Six-mile-bridge. — No prisoners here; 15 in the last quarter — Six-miie-bridga 
mostly drunkards. The bridewell was clean and orderly. The 
bedding fair ; but one bedstead out of repair. Water abundant. 

Sewerage effective. Registry and committals correct. Trans- 
mittals regular. Petty sessions are held fortnightly. The 
local inspector visits occasionally. Dietary, 5 d. 

Killaloe. — One male and one female prisoner at the time of Kiliaioe. 
my visit ; 31 confined here from April 1st to May 9th ; 32 in 
the last quarter. This bridewell was. thoroughly clean and 
orderly, and the bedding sufficient. There is no water on 
the premises; nor is there any allowance for fetching water, 
although it has to be brought from a considerable distance. 

There is no improvement in the sewerage, which is very defec- 
tive. The walls are so low that the keeper is afraid to leave 
prisoners in the yards unwatched. The registry and committals 
were correct. Petty sessions fortnightly. Transmittals imme- 
diate. The local inspector visits frequently. Dietary, 4 \d. 

There is no contract for provisions. 

Kilrush. — One male prisoner; 70 in the last quarter. This Kilrush. 
bridewell was in good order in every respect. Bedding suf- 
ficient. Water on the premises, and abundant. Sewerage fair. 

Registry and committals (except one sentence to bridewell in 
February) correct. Petty sessions weekly. Transmittals regular. 

The local inspector visits. Dietary, 5 d. for both sexes. 

Felton F. W. Hervey, Inspector-General. 
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County of Cork Gaol — Visited on the 15th of May, 1855. 



State. 





No. 


in each Class. 


j No. Sick in Hospital. 


j 

i 


Males. 


Females 


! Total. | 

1 


Males. 


jFomales 


Total. 


Master Debtors, . 


i 




1 








Pauper Debtors, . 


! 4 


- 


4 


- 


- 


- 


Untried. 














For Felon v. . . . j 


G 


3 


9 








For Larceny, 


21 


11 


32 


1 






For Misdemeanors, . . i 


5 


5 


10 


- 


- 




Tried. 

Cases Disposed of at Assizes and 
Sessions. 

Of Felony or Larceny : — 














To Transportation, 


- 


3 


3 




2 


0 


To Penal Servitude, 


6 


39 


47 


_ 






To Imprisonment, 


63 


54 


117 




4 




Of Misdemeanors, &c., 


3 


- 


3 








Bj Courts-Martial. 














Military Offenders, 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


_ 


Disposed of Summarily. 














For Larceny, 


8 


G 


14 


1 


- 


1 


Offences under Larceny Act, 


6 


2 


8 


_ 


_ 




In default of Bail, 


2 




7 




_ 




Non-payment of Fines & Penalties, 


9 


4 


13 


4 


2 


6 


Other Misdemeanors. 


20 


10 


30 




_ 


9 


Under Poor Law Act, 


15 




15 








Vagrants, .... 


15 




15 


1 


- 


1 


Gross Totals, . 


187 : 


142 


329 


14 


14 


28 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified. 



Ages. 






1 0 Y ears and 
undef. 


1G Years and 
above 10. 


20 Years and 
above 16. 


Felons convicted, 

Misdemeanants convicted, . " 

Committed for trial at assizes and 


M. 


F. 


M. 

22 

6 


F. 

8 


M. 

10 

2 


F . 

11 


sessions— Felons, 






11 






3 


Misdemeanants, 










_ 


Summary convictions, . 












2 


Vagrants, 






7 




0 


_ 


Workhouse offenders, . 


- 


- 


11 


- 


3 


" 


Twice imprisoned, 






_ 


4 


G 


4 


i hree times imprisoned, 








1 


9 


3 


Four times imprisoned, 










3 


1 


Five times imprisoned and upwards, 






15 




3 


“ 
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The reduction in crime of every description lias been con- 
siderable and progressive. The total number of prisoners in 
the gaol, on the day of inspection, and on the corresponding days 
of the three previous years was — 15th of May, 1852, 947 ; 1853, 
604; 1854, 456; 1855, 329. The number of vagrants in cus- 
tody on the same days was — 1852, 116; 1853, 82; 1854, 37; 
1855, 15. Of workhouse offenders — 1854, 15; 1855, 15. 

Here, as elsewhere, vagrancy has much diminished, but the 
decrease in drunkenness observable in this gaol is an agreeable 
exception to the general rule throughout Ireland. In estimating 
the number in custody, it must be recollected that out of the 
329, there were 8 male, and 42 female, convicts. 

Return of Committals, Re-committals, and Averages for the 
year 1854. 

COMMITMENTS. 

Males 

Assizes and sessions cases, . . 411 

Summary convictions, . . .1,171 

For examination, and discharged, . 30 

Excise and customs laws, . . 9 

Debtors, 29 

Deserters & Soldiers, by Court Martial, 1 5 



Total, 




. . 1,665 


845 


Total committals for 1854, 


2,510 


For hard labour, . 




. 1,022 
. 740 


470 


Under twenty years of age, 


91 


Above twenty years 


of age, 


. 1,401 


752 


Total, 




. 1,665 


845 






ITMENTS. 


2,510 


First time, . 




. 244 


153 


Second time, 




. 133 


67 


Third time, . 




60 


34 


Fourth time and over, . 


. 179 


102 


Total re-committals, . 616 


356 


DAILY AVERAGE. 




Greatest number at one time, . 313 


193 


Least number at one time, 


. 178 


161 


Average number per day, 


. 250 


168 




BRIDEWELLS. 




Bandon, . 


623 


Macroom, 


. 278 


Bantry, . 


157 


Midleton, 


. 868 


Castletown, 


148 


Millstreet, 


. 68 


Clonakilty, 


323 


Mitclielstown, 


. 390 


Charleville, 


357 


Queenstown, . 


. 580 


D unmanway, . 


184 


Rosscarbery, . 


. 106 


Fermoy, . 


970 


Skibbereen, 


. 511 


Kinsale, . 
Kanturk, 


227 

302 


Youghal, 


. 492 


Mallow, . 


991 


Total, . 


7,575 



. Females. 
245 
553 
36 
6 
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A comparison of these items with those of 1853— in which the 
committals were, males, 2,057, females, 1,072; and the recom- 
mittals, males, 869, females, 511 — affords a satisfactory proof 
of the general diminution in the amount of crime, in the 
females the reduction is less than in the males, hut this dispro- 
portion is not nearly so great here as in the majority of gaols, 
a peculiarity which is doubtless, in great measure, attributable 
to the excellent system here pursued with offenders of this sex, 
and which is the more commendable from the fact, that the con- 
struction of the gaol affords little facility for “ separation,” the 
sole effectual deterrent to female criminals. A like discipline 
is applied to juveniles, and with a similar result, their numbers 
having materially decreased. 

The accommodation consists of 



M. 

Wards, . . .13 

Yards, . . .14 

Day Rooms, . .17 

Solitary Cells, . . 7 

Single Cells, . . 68 

Single Cells, smaller 
size, . . .102 

Cells to contain three 
persons, . . 3 

Sleeping Rooms, . 18 

Number of Beds in 
such Rooms, . .15 

Hospital Rooms, . 4 

Chapels, ... 1 

School Rooms, . . - 



7 

7 

7 

3 

2 



34 

26 

6 

10 

2 

1 



M. F. 

Workshops, . 1 

Worksheds, . .96 

Kitchens, 1 

Bakery, . . . 1 

Store Rooms, . . 4 

Laundries, . . - 1 

Lavatories, . .18 7 

Baths, ...11 
Fumigating Rooms, . 1 

Reception Rooms, . 3 1 

Pumps and Wells, . 1 

Tread-wheels, . . 2 

Capstan Mill, . . 1 - 

Other Machines for 
Labour, . . - 2 



The gaol was, throughout, in good repair, clean, dry, and well 
ventilated, and its state of order and regularity are deserving of 
every praise. There is an ample supply of good water, and the 
sewerage is effective. The bedding is good and sufficient, but 
sheets are only used in the hospital. The application of sheets 
to the entire prison would be found advantageous to health and 
cleanliness, and in an economical point of view a saving in the 
wear and tear of the blankets would be effected by their use. 
The preparation of flax and weaving are so efficiently carried 
out in this gaol that the manufacture of sheets would be easily 
accomplished. There are good lavatories in each corridor of 
the House of Correction, and in the yards of the gaol, and two 
large baths, in which all prisoners are washed on admission. 
The marshalsea and the reception ward are particularly com- 
modious and satisfactory. The kitchen, bake-house, store-house, 
workshops, and worksheds, are good and well situated, but the 
laundry is small and inconvenient, and with the one clrying-room, 
is insufficient for the wants of so large a prison. Many of the 
cells are of a proper size for entire “separation,” but, were such 
an arrangement to be entered into, the accommodation would 
not improbably fall short of the requirements, unless some alter- 
ation or extension, of the building were made. Some additional 
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accommodation might be procured by dividing all the day-rooms, 
which are now not used during the greater part of the year, into 
cells. No alteration had been made since the last inspection, 
but it is in contemplation to allocate 1 male ward containing 11 
cells to the females. There are no cells adapted to entire sepa- 
ration. Classification is strictly carried out amongst the males ; 
in addition to the usual and prescribed classes, the convicts are 
kept apart from the other prisoners, and the juveniles from 
adults. Workhouse offenders and vagrants are kept in approxi- 
mative separation. The treatment of the juveniles is particularly 
good : the system of entirely dividing them from the older 
criminals, from whom much contamination must ensue, and of 
keeping them constantly employed, in silence and separation, at 
industrial and handicraft labour, is productive of the best results. 
All the males sleep in separate cells when their numbers are not 
too large. Great attention is also paid to the classification of 
the females, who are primarily divided into three classes, tried, 
untried, and convicts. The tried are again subdivided into two 
minor classer according to character and general conduct. 
Prostitutes, vagrants, and workhouse offenders, sleep and work 
in separate cells — the other females in association. All pri- 
soners, males and females, take their meals in separate cells or 
stalls, except in the winter. 

The governor does not attend the lock-up, but visits the pri- 
son frequently at night. Two turnkeys are on duty every night. 
The head turnkey goes round the whole prison with the two 
watchmen every night at nine o’clock. All the prisoners were 
well clothed, and their general appearance, and the strict dis- 
cipline, together with the stirring activity which pervaded every 
department (except the school), reflected the highest credit upon 
the zealous and energetic governor, who, as he has the whole 
of the bridewell accounts to keep in addition to his many ardu- 
ous duties in the gaol, has no ordinary task to perform. There 
were 103 punishments in 1854, and 35 to May 15, 1855, all to soli- 
tary confinement, and all, except two, inflicted by the governor. 

Employment. — Punitive labour is supplied by the tread- wheel 
and shot-drill ; the treacl-wheel, stonebreaking yards, and work- 
sheds are provided with partitions so as to prevent communica- 
tion between the prisoners ; and it is very desirable that a similar 
arrangement should be made with respect to the capstan-mill 
for females. Weaving, mat-making, smiths’ work, &c., are car- 
ried on in association. At the time of my visit the prisoners 
were employed as follows: males — general preparation of flax, 
weaving, shoemaking, mat-making, brush-making, tailoring, 
turning, net-making, smiths’ work, and prison duties ; females — 
spinning, knitting, sewing, washing, flax preparation, and prison 
duties. Both sexes were at work at the capstan. 

The average daily employment of prisoners during the year 
1854 was — prison duties — males, 51 ; females, 11. Manufac- 
ture, &c — males, 68; females, 70. Hard labour — males, 171; 
females, 90. Hospital — males, 11 ; females, 8. Total daily 
average, 418. 
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The manufacture accounts for the year 1854 was — 



Dr. , £ s. d. 

To balance for value of stock remaining 

1st January, per last account, . 187 16 0 

,, Sundry bills remaining unpaid, . 0 12 0 



Raw materials, &c., purchased this year, 

BREAD. 



Wheat, purchased per account, . 949 7 

Baker’s salary, . . . . 54 12 

Miller’s salary, . . . . 41 12 

Barm, salt, and fuel, . . . 33 0 



3 

0 

0 

9 



£ -s. d. 

188 8 0 
296 17 4 



1,078 12 0 

Less bran sold, . . . . 31 16 5 

1,046 15 7 

Balance for profit by prisoners’ labour, were the 

articles purchased from contractors, . . 415 4 7 



1,947 5 6 



Cr. £ s. d. 

By cash received for articles sold 68 7 6 

„ Value of furniture and bedding, &c., manufactured 

and consumed in gaol, . . . . . 77 7 7 

„ Value of male prisoners’ clothing manufactured 

and consumed in gaol, . . . . . 114 4 0 

„ Do. female clothing, do., 92 3 6 

„ Do. carpenters, smiths, nailers’, and tinmen’s work, 

for gaol purposes, 62 0 0 

„ Repairing male clothing, &c., 10,068 articles, at 

1 d. each, 41 19 0 

„ Do. female do., 3,585 do., . . . . . 14 18 9 

„ Washing of 5,155 dozen linen articles, at 6 d. per 

dozen, ........ 128 17 6 

„ Do. 517 dozen woollen do., . . . . . 12 18 6 



612 16 4 



BREAD. 

£ S. d. 

474 sacks of flour manufactured into 
38,259 loaves of bread, 4 lbs. each, 
at 1\d. per loaf, . . . . 1,195 15 0 

Grinding 18^ tons Indian corn, at 

6s. per ton, . . . . 5 17 0 

1,201 12 0 

Value of stock remaining on hands, 

31st December, 1854, . . 131 6 5 

Bills unpaid this year, ... 1 10 9 

132 17 2 



£1,947 o 6 
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Work and Manufacture of Prisoners during the year 1854. 



3074^ lbs. Rough flax. 

1316 J lbs. Rough tow. 
1227-5- lbs. Hackled flax. 
1342 lbs. Hackled tow. 

86 lbs. Sewing thread. 
612| lbs. Woollen yarn. 
1201-^- lbs. Linen yarn. 
1337! lbs. Fine tow yarn. 
1073! lbs. Rough tow yarn. 
284 Yards Frieze. 



189£ „ Blanketing. 

1127j „ Plain linen. 

J228-J „ Canvas. 

408! „ Linsev. 

100 Frieze jackets. 

98 Vests. 

271 Browsers. 

287 Pairs clogs. 



295 „ canvas shoes. 

27 Knitted tow caps. 

236 Shirts. 

81 Shifts. 

71 Petticoats. 

178 Aprons. 

516 Calico caps. 

306 Neckerchiefs. 

155 Pairs woollen stockings. 
75 Ticks. 

3 Sacks. 

2505 Yards sheep netting. 
18X8 Feet tank cover netting. 

80 Yards fowl netting. 

16 X 16 Feet fowl netting. 

9 Fruit nets (tow.) 

12 Hammocks. 

59 Mats of all kinds. 

82 Thousand nails all kinds. 



5 Flyers. 

19 Spools. 

21 Spindles. 

117 Sweeping brushes. 

289 Lime do. 

5 Scrubbing do. 

11 Rakes. 

58 Wall brads. 

86 Brush handles. 

565 Quarts and pints. 

328 Tin dishes. 

12 Gallons. 

3 Ladles. 

52 Sheets. 

474 Sacks of wheat manufac- 
tured into flour. 

181 Tons of Indian corn ground 
into meal. 

40 Tons pounded limestone. 

repaired or renewed. 
4491 J ackets, vests, and trowsers. 
1153 Pairs shoes of all sorts. 
5050 Shirts. 

1702 Shifts. 

720 Wrappers. 

650 Petticoats. 

513 Pairs stockings. 

322 Blankets. 

177 Ticks. 

28 Rugs. 

73 Tin quarts, and dishes. 
1179 Brushes of all sorts. 

72 Buckets. 

washing. 

5155 Dozen linen articles. 

5176 Dozen woollen articles. 



Total of net Profit produced by articles disposed 

OF OUTSIDE THE GAOL FOR THE LAST TWO YEARS. 



— 


Cost of 
Material, 


Cash 

received. 


| Profit. 

1 


1853. 


i £ 


s. 


d. 


£ 






£ 


— ~ 




Net-making, . . 


j 2(5 


2 


10 


44 


17 


10 


18 






Mat-making, . . 


9 


14 


0 


17 


10 


2 


7 






Sacking, &c., . . 


o 


11 


0 


7 


15 


9 


5 


4 


9 


Total, 


38 


7 


10 


70 


3 


9 


31 


15 


11 


1854. 


£ 


A'. 


d. 


£ 


s 


d. 








Net-making, . . 


37 


11 


7 


53 


17 


7 








Mat-making, . 


5 


16 


11 


12 


19 


11 








Sacking, cfec., . . 


0 


15 


0 


l 


10 


0 


0 


15 


0 


Total, 


45 


3 


6 


68 


7 


6 


24 


4 


0 
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The above returns are satisfactory proofs of tlie energy with 
which industrial and productive employment is carried out in 
this gaol. The preparation of flax in every stage is most 
efficiently performed, and the general activity, systematic in- 
struction in so many various handicrafts, and extreme regularity 
which prevailed, are highly creditable to all connected with the 
management of the prison. 

The stock on hand on the day of inspection was — pairs blank- 
ets, 421; pairs sheets, 36; rugs, 455; hammocks or cots, 93; 
becl-ticks, 423; shirts, 381; jackets, 297; trowsers, 292; caps, 
800 ; pairs shoes, 547. 

Schools . — It is much to be regretted that in this very import- 
ant department the excellent system and discipline so peculiar 
to the rest of the gaol are not observable. The schoolmaster 
teaches reading, writing, and arithmetic, to males and females 
in the : chapel ; the males are divided into two classes— the 
females are in one class— each class is instructed for two hours 
daily. There were 63 males and 5 females attending the school 
on the 15th of May. The registry of progress, according to the 
National Board form, is kept; but it is necessary to remark that 
that .description of form is not calculated to record accurately 
the progress of pupils so backward as the majority of the 
inmates of gaols. The schoolmaster is evidently unfit for his 
post ; he possesses neither the temper to control, nor the manner 
to instruct juvenile criminals ; and, from what I witnessed during 
my visit, I am convinced that evil, rather than good, results from 
attendance at the school under its present management. Many 
boys complained of having been beaten by the schoolmaster. 
On inquiry I was surprised to learn that a species of permission 
had been given to him to box the boys’ ears, or to strike them 
■with the ruler — a practice quite inconsistent with prison discip- 
line, and in every respect improper, as tending to produce riot 
and insubordination. In this case it appeared that the practice 
had not unfrequently led to unseemly struggles between the 
teacher and the pupils, the latter resisting and retaliating upon 
the former ; such proceedings require no comment. The 
governor at once promised to prevent the recurrence of such 
irregularities. 

The number who attended school during the year was— 
males, 368; females, 46. Average daily number — males, 78; 
females, 8. The state of the education of those committed 
during the year 1854 was — 



Under 20 years. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Read and write, 


. 170 


30 


200 


Read only, . 


. 160 


41 


201 


Neither read nor write, . 


. 599 


174 


773 


Above 20 years. 


Read and write, 


. 252 


61 


313 


Read only, . 


71 


42 


113 


Neither read nor write, . 


. 413 


497 


910 












Total, 


. 1,665 


845 


2,510 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Inspectors- General of Prisons in Ireland. 



179 



Dietary. — Breakfast — males, 6 oz. Indian meal and 2 oz. rice, 
and 1 pint sweet milk. Females, 5 oz. Indian meal and 2 oz. 
rice, and 1 pint sweet milk. 

Dinner. — Males, 14 oz. bread, and 1 pint sweet milk. Fe- 
males, 12 oz. bread, and 1 pint sweet milk. 

Male prisoners sentenced to one month and under, receive 1 
pint of gruel in lieu of milk, and females | pint ditto. 

All classes receive gruel twice in the week. 

Contracts. — Oatmeal, per cwt., 17s. ; Indian corn, per ton, 
£12 9s. ; rice, per ton, £19 ; foreign wheat, per sack, £2 Is. ; 
Irish wheat, per sack, £2 2s.; sweet milk, per gallon, 2|d; 
salt, per cwt., 2s. ; coals, per ton, 18s. 11 cl. ; mould candles, 
per dozen lbs., 7s. 9 d; dipt candles, per dozen lbs., 6s. 9 dr, 
soap, per cwt., £1 10s. 

The bread is manufactured in the gaol ; it costs, at present, 
including the baker's and miller’s wages, barm, salt, and fuel, 
6£d per 4 lb. loaf. 

The net cost of dietary, per day, for each prisoner, on the 
clay of inspection, and on the corresponding day for the last 
three years was — 1852, gaol, 1 Id . ; hospital," 4f d. 1853, gaol, 
2d.; hospital, h\d. 1854, gaol, 2 T 1 o d.; hospital, 5 \d. 1855, 
gaol, 2§d ; hospital, 5 d. 

There were one or two complaints about the food; but on 
examination they appeared to be quite frivolous. The provi- 
sions are regularly, indeed almost daily, inspected by the chap- 
lains. 

Books and Accounts. — All the books prescribed by the Court 
of Queen’s Bench, as well as the registries and accounts, are 
most accurately and neatly kept, and on comparison agree 
exactly. The Governor’s Journal, the Hospital Book, and 
Visiting Books, are most satisfactory ; the latter are especially 
deserving of praise and imitation, as they specify the exact duty 
performed on each visit by the extern officers. 

The total cost of the gaol, inclusive of dietary and salaries, 
for the last three years was — 1852, £4,791 65. 3d; 1853, 
£4,742 19s. 3d; 1854, £4,227 4s. 6d 



Officers and Salaries. 

Edward R. Townsend, Local Inspector, 
William Beamish, m.d., Surgeon, 

Rev. J. M. Reeves, Protestant Chaplain, 
Rev. John Sheehan, Roman Catholic do., 
William Townsend, Apothecary, . 

John Joyce, Governor, 

William Steevenson, Head Turnkey, 
James Martin, Store-keeper, 

Maurice Fitzgerald, Gate-keeper, 
William Roche, Turnkey, 

Richard Curran, do., . 

Timothy Byrne, do., . 

William Thompson, do., . 

Peter M‘Swiney, do., . 

Daniel Curran, do., * , ' 



£ s. d. 
150 0 0 
74 0 0 
•46 3 0 
46 3 0 
20 0 0 
200 0 0 
42 0 0 
30 0 0 
37 10 0 
35 0 0 
30 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
n 2 
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South 




£ 


s 


d. 


District. 


Thomas Bonny, Turnkey, 


25 


0 


0 


Count i/ of 


Michael Murphy, do., . 


25 


0 


0 


Cork Gaol. 


Stephen Caffrey, do., . 


25 


0 


0 




John Linihan, do., . 


25 


0 


0 




Patrick Sheehan, do., . 


25 


0 


0 




William Corcoran, do., . 


25 


0 


0 




Luke Donleavy, do., . 


25 


0 


0 




Edmond Cudmore, do., and Baker, 


54 


12 


0 




Henry Dillon, do., and Miller, 


46 


12 


0 




William Alberto, Schoolmaster, . 


35 


0 


0 




William M‘ Sweeny, Messenger, . 


13 


0 


0 




Mary Casey, Matron, 


50 


0 


0 




Mary Anne Gibson, 1st Assistant Matron, 
Margaret M'Swiney, 2nd do., 


25 


0 


0 




20 


0 


0 




Mary Murphy, 3rd do., 


15 


0 


0 




Mary Fitzgerald, 4th do., 


15 


0 


0 




Margaret Duggan, 5th do., 


15 


0 


0 




Catherine Curran, Searcher, 


13 


0 


0 




Mary Byrne, Nurse, 


18 


9 


0 




Anne Kelly, Nurse and Schoolmistress, . 


18 


9 


0 



The turnkeys are paid weekly, and are supplied with uniform 
and arms. All the intern officers receive coals and candles, 
but no rations. There are eighteen turnkeys, including one 
storekeeper; but of these only five are handicraftsmen, viz., 
1 painter, 1 shoemaker, 1 weaver, 1 baker, and 1 miller. There 
have been six vacancies amongst the officers since the last 
inspection, and all have been filled up by persons professing no 
trade or handicraft — a fact very much to be deplored, since, 
notwithstanding the zeal and energy of the governor, it is im- 
possible that he should succeed in his endeavours to promote 
industrial and productive employment unless, he be efficiently- 
assisted by his subordinates ; and this assistance can only be 
rendered by men competent to instruct in handicrafts. 

Officers' Visits . — Local Inspector, 197; Surgeon, &c., 368; 
Protestant Chaplain, 139; Roman Catholic Chaplain, 334. 

All the visiting officers not only attend very frequently, but 
most efficiently discharge their respective duties, and usually 
remain in the gaol for a considerable time at each visit. 

Hospitals . — The health of the gaol had been good and free 
from epidemic. The hospitals, through which I was accompanied 
by Dr. Beamish, are spacious, and were in excellent order. 
There were 14 male and 14 female patients. 





No. iu Hospital. Total No. of Days. 


Cost of Medicine. 1 
£ S. d. 


S T o. of Deaths. 


1852, 


511 


8,628 


56 12 11 


. 32 


1853, 


391 


6,827 


52 16 8 , 


. 30 


1854, 


326 


6,245 


37 4 10 . 


, 14 



A short time previous to my visit a lunatic had committed 
suicide by cutting his throat with a razor. The jury at the 
coroner’s inquest found a verdict to the effect that no blame 
attached in the matter to any of the prison officials. I was 
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satisfied, on inquiry, that especial precautions had been taken to South 
prevent this lunatic from committing any such act, and that an District. 
unforeseen accident had enabled him to obtain possession of r.wyV 
the razor. This melancholy circumstance is an additional proof c ' ark 
of the total unfitness of gaols as places of confinement for luna- 
tic’s, no means being therein provided either for the safe custody 
or cure of such persons. 

Board of Superintendence. 

The High Sheriff. Thomas It. Sarsfleld, Esq. 

The Hon. W. II. TV. Hedges. Sampson T. TV. French, Esq. 

John J. Heard, Esq., M.r. William Bence Jones, Esq. 

William R. Meade, Esq. Daniel Conner, Esq. 

Nicholas Dunscombc, Esq. James Morrogh, Esq. 

Thomas G. French, Esq. Richard Longfield, Esq. 

The Board meets monthly and then pays all accounts, giving- 
separate cheques for each item, which are distributed by the 
governor. A general audit of accounts takes place at the end 
of each year. 

Bridewells. Bridewells. 

It is necessary that I should call attention to several points 
which came under my notice during my inspection of the countv 
bridewells, viz.: — 1. The want of water! 2. Tile bad condition 
of the blankets. 3. The absence of the proper form of registry, 
as prescribed by the Court of Queen’s Bench, according to 
7 Geo. TV., _cap. 74, sec. 95. 4. The absence of written 

committals. 5. The practice of sentencing / to Imprisonment in 
bridewells— -a proceeding which, except in the case of sentences 
for forty-eight hours for drunkenness, is illegal. The three first 
points apply to the majority of the bridewells; the two last are, 
happily, of rarer occurrence. 

Mitchelsluwn. — No prisoners at the time of my visit: 105 in MteMitm. 
the last quarter. The building was clean and orderly, but damp 
and smoky. The roof required repair ; and the male yard is, from 
the roughness of the walls, and the projection of the window- 
stool, quite insecure. The accommodation is manifestly insuffi- 
cient for the numbers frequently confined here: the" blankets 
were worn and thin ; there is no water on the premises , nor 
indeed within a considerable distance from the bridewell; the 
sewerage is effective ; the old and irregular form of registry 
was in use ; the committals were correct. Petty sessions fort- 
nightly, and transmittals regular. The local inspector does not 
visit, but the magistrates inspect occasionally. The keeper, 
who was appointed ill February. 1855, appears anxious to do 
nis duty. Dietary, 3|rf. 

Fermoy. — Ten males, two females; 220 in the last quarter. Fermoy. 

Tf? steps appear to have been taken towards the rebuilding of 
ns bridewell ; which, besides being quite insufficient in accom- 
modation for the numbers committed to it, is very much out of 
repair; the roof was leaky in many places; the outside wall 
appeared to be falling ; and the yards were out of order. The 
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cells were tolerably clean and orderly ; but the male privy was 
dirty and required repair. The bedding and blankets were 
bad ; the sewerage is effective, but there is no water on the pre- 
mises. There was no copy of the Rules and Regulations ordered 
by the Court of Queen’s Bench ; the old and irregular form of 
registry was in use ; the committals were correct. Petty ses- 
sions are held weekly, and transmittals are regular. The local 
inspector visits. Dietary, 3 \d. 

Youghal. — One male prisoner; 98 in the last quarter. The 
building throughout was in a most creditable condition of order 
and cleanliness, and the bedding was sufficient ; some portions 
of the house were damp, apparently from defects in the roof. 
The angles of the male yard afford facilities for escape. There 
is no water on the premises , the pump being useless; the sewer- 
age is fair, but might be improved by re-opening the old main 
sewer. An ash-pit, and a shed to contain fuel and straw are 
much required ; registry and committals very correct. Petty 
sessions are held weekly, and transmittals are regular. There 
is no local inspector, but the magistrates visit frequently. The 
keeper, who was appointed in July, 1854, appears to be an effi- 
cient officer. Dietary, 3| d. 

Midleton. — No prisoners ; 170 in the last quarter. This 
bridewell was throughout clean and orderly, and amply supplied 
with good bedding. There is an abuiidance of water within 
the walls ; the sewerage is indifferent. Registry and commit- 
tals correctly kept, but there were some sentences to seven days 
imprisonment in the brideioell. Petty sessions weekly, and 
transmittals regular. The local inspector visits frequently. 
Dietary, 4 d. 

Queenstown . — One male ; 139 in the last quarter. The 
building was clean and orderly, but badly ventilated, the windows 
of the cells not being made to open ; the blankets were thin and 
ivorn. There is no means of cleaning out the privies, one of 
which was, in consequence, choked and useless. There is no 
water on the premises ; an allowance is made for fetching it, 
but it is scarce and dear ; the registry and committals correct. 
Petty sessions are held weekly ; transmittals are somewhat 
irregular, detentions for a week after final examination not 
unfrequently occurring. The local inspector visits ; the keeper 
was appointed in January, 1855. Dietary, 3 \d. 

Kinsale . — No prisoners ; 32 in the last quarter. The building 
tolerably clean and orderly, but. required whitewash. Some of 
the blankets were very thin ; the open pits in the male yard, 
originally sunk for wells, contain offensive matter and ought to 
be filled up. There is no ivater on the premises , and the sewer- 
age is indifferent. The registry and committals are correctly 
kept by the keeper, but the old and irregular form of registry 
was in use, and some committals were wanting, it being here 
a constant practice to send prisoners to the bridewell without 
written committals ; and in some instances the committals for 
prisoners so lodged are never supplied to the keeper; it 1S 
scarcely necessary to repeat that this practice is wholly ilhydl 
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Petty sessions are held weekly, and transmittals are regular. South 
The local inspector visits frequently. Dietary, 3 \d. District. 

Bcmdon. — Two male and one female prisoners ; 162 in the County of Cork. 
last quarter. The number of prisoners lodged in this bridewell ^rUvid’s 
lias very considerably decreased ; the building was clean and lS ' 

orderly throughout ; but some of the blankets were very thin ; an&on * 
the water within the walls is unfit for use ; an allowance is, 
however, made for fetching water from the river. The registry 
and committals correctly kept, but the old and irregular form 
of registry was in use ; it is also customary to lodge prisoners in 
the bridewell without written committals. Petty sessions weekly, 
and transmittals regular. The local inspector visits occasionally. 

Dietary — males, 3 \d. ; females, 3 d. 

Clonakilty. — No prisoners here; 75 in the last quarter. The Clonaldlty. 
building throughout was in a very creditable condition of order 
and cleanliness, and amply supplied with good bedding ; water 
is procured from a pump close at hand. The sewerage is very 
ineffective, from the absence of means of flushing ; registry and 
committals particularly correct. Petty sessions weekly, and 
transmittals regular. The local inspector visits but seldom. 

Dietary — males, 3 \d.', females, 2\d. 

Bosscarbery. — One male and two female prisoners ; 22 in the Rosscarbery. 
last quarter. This is in every respect a wretched building : 
there is only one yard, and that is small and damp ; the house 
is dark, damp, very insecure, and much out of repair ; white- 
wash and repairs to roof and ceilings are particularly required. 

Some of the blankets were very thin ; the sewerage is effective; 
there is no water on the premises ; an allowance is made for 
fetching water from a considerable distance. The registry and 
committals very correctly kept, but the old and irregular form 
of registry was in use. Petty sessions fortnightly, and trans- 
mittals regular. Dietary — males’, ffyd . ; females, 2§e?. 

Slabber een — One female prisoner; 194 in the last quarter. Skibbereen. 
The number of prisoners, especially of drunkards, has latterly 
increased. This bridewell was throughout clean and orderly, 
and well supplied with good bedding ; but the cells and day- 
rooms are very damp ; a sufficient supply of good water is pro- 
cured from a well on the premises ; the registry and committals 
very correct. Petty sessions weekly, and transmittals regular. 

The local inspector visits frequently. Dietary — males, o\d. ; 
females, 3 \d. The accommodation of this bridewell is quite 
inadequate : there are only 4 male cells (including one drunk- 
ards’ cell), and two female cells ; and no later than the 14th of 
February 18 prisoners were in custody here. 

Bantry. — One male and two female prisoners ; 32 in the last Baasry. 
quarter. The building clean and orderly, but required much 
repair, especially to the roof; no repairs had been made since 
the last inspection. There is no water on the premises , nor 
nearer than three quarters of a mile; the sewerage is bad, and 
there is no effectual means of cleansing the privies.' The 
blankets are particularly old and tlwrif spme being full of holes. 

The registry and committals are correctly kept, but the old and 
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South irregular form of registry was in use. Petty sessions are held 
District, fortnightly, and transmittals are regular. The local inspector 
Courtly of Cork visits, but makes no entry. Dietary — males, 3 ; females, id. 

Brief dh Castletown, Bearhaven. — No prisoners ; 54 in the last quarter 

Castletown *’ of w ^ om . 34 wel ' e drunkards. The house was clean and orderly 
Bearhaven.’ but in size, construction, and position, is quite unfit to be a 
bridewell. No repairs had been effected since the last inspec- 
tion ; the building throughout was damp, and the roof urgently 
required repair; the walls are low, and the sewerage is very 
bacl ; a new sewer is about to be made, but, as the keeper 
assured me, it will not prevent the offensive exhalation from 
the privies. There is no water on the premises. There are a 
sufficient number of blankets, but some of them are very thin. 
The registry and committals correctly kept by the keeper, but 
the old and irregular jot m of registry was in use, and many 
committals were wanting, it being constantly the practice to 
send no written committals for prisoners lodged in the bride- 
well. Petty sessions fortnightly, and transmittals tolerably reoular 
by boat to Bantry. There is no Visiting Book. The local in- 
spector visits. Dietary, 'Aft. The keeper’s salary is only £15. 
Dunmamvay. Dunmanway. — No prisoners ; 38 in the last quarter. The 

house clean, but small, damp, and much out of repair; a bar 
to give additional security lias been carried round the roof; 
the blankets were very bail. The sewerage is effective, but there 
is no water on the premises. Registry and committals correctly 
kept, hut the old and irregular form of registry was in use. 
Petty, sessions fortnightly, and transmittals regular. Local in- 
spector visits occasionally. Dietary, 3^d. The keeper appears 
to be physically incapacitated by age and infirmity from effi- 
ciently discharging his duties ; his superannuation is, therefore, 
very desirable. 

Mucroom. Macroom . — One male prisoner; 47 in the last quarter. A 

new keeper had arrived only two days prior to my visit. Build- 
ing throughout clean and orderly, hut the keeper’s rooms 
excessively damp, no repairs having been made since the last 
inspection. The blankets are very thin. Water is brought 
from a distance, there being none on the premises. The registry 
and committals correctly kept, but the old and irregular 
form of registry was in use. Petty sessions fortnightly, and 
transmittals regular. The local inspector visits occasionally. 
Dietary, 3j d. 

Millstreet. Millstreet. — No prisoners; 29 in the last quarter. The build- 

ing throughout was clean and orderly, but very damp; the 
accommodation is very limited ; the yards are very small ; and 
there is only one male cell, in which, sometimes, seven prisoners 
have been confined for the night ; it is, moreover, dark and 
damp. There is no water on the premises ; the sewers are 
ineffective, and a shoot round the roof is much required. The 
registry and committals correctly kept, but the old and irregular 
form of registry was in use. Petty sessions fortnightly, and 
transmittals regular. The local inspector visits. Dietary — 
males, 3§d . ; females, Ad. The keeper’s salary is only £15. 
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Kanturk. — No prisoners ; 79 in the last quarter. The building 
throughout was clean, orderly, and in good repair ; some of the 
blankets were very bad; water is obtained from the river near 
at hand, there being none on the premises ; the sewerage is effec- 
tive. The registry and committals are correctly and neatly 
kept, but the old and irregular form of registry was in use ; 
many of the committals were wanting, the illegal practice of 
sending offenders to the bridewell without written committals 
prevailing here extensively. The keeper asserted that he had 
remonstrated against this practice, and had been in consequence 
threatened with dismissal. Illegal sentences to imprisonment 
in the bridewell are also common here, there being some cases 
of sentences to fourteen days' imprisonment with hard labour in 
Kanturk bridewell — the prisoner to be once whipped. Two 
offenders were sentenced to a fortnight’s imprisonment in the 
bridewell on the 28th April, 1855; but their committals were 
not forthcoming, the keeper alleging that none had ever been 
supplied to him in this case. Petty sessions are held fortnightly, 
and transmittals are regular. The local inspector visits fre- 
quently. Dietary, 4 id. 

Mallow. — Three female prisoners ; 147 in the last quarter. 
The building throughout was very clean and orderly, and suffi- 
ciently supplied with good bedding ; a few slates were required 
for the roof; in other respects the bridewell was in good repair. 
There is a good supply of water close to the premises ; the 
sewerage is indifferent. The registry and committals were 
correct, but the illegal practice of sentencing to imprisonment 
in this bridewell , which has been discontinued at Mallow, still 
prevails at Castletownroche. Petty sessions weekly ; transmittals 
regular. The local inspector visits occasionally. Dietary, 3 \d. 

Char lev ille. — One male and one female prisoner; 67 in the 
last quarter. A considerable decrease in the number confined 
is here observable. The building throughout was clean and 
orderly, but very damp, and required repair, especially to the 
roof ; the bedding tolerable ; there is no water on the premises , or 
within a considerable distance ; the sewerage is not very effective, 
and the privy is completely choked up. The registry and com- 
mittals correctly kept, but the old and irregular form of registry 
was in use, and the keeper complained that written committals 
were frequently not furnished until a fortnight after the prisoners 
bad been lodged. Petty sessions fortnightly ; transmittals regular. 
The local inspector visits frequently. Dietary, 3 \d. Keeper’s 
salary only £15. 

Felton F. W. TIervey, Inspector-General 
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City of Cork Gaol. — Visited on the 14th, 15th, and 16th 
of May, 1855. 



State on the 14 th. 





No. in each Class. 


No. Sick in Hospital. 




Males. 


Females 


Total. 


Males. 


Females 


Total. 


Master Debtors, 


5 












Pauper Debtors, 


7 


1 


“ 


- 




- 


Untried. 














For Larceny, 


1 


_ 


1 


_ 


_ 




Deserters, .... 


5 




5 




- 




Tried. 

Cases Disposed of at Assizes and 
Sessions, 

Of Felony or Larceny : — 














To Transportation, 


i 


2 


3 


- 


- 


- 


To Penal Servitude, . . : 


a 


6 


12 


_ ' 


— 


_ 


To Imprisonment, 


28 i 


29 


55 


2 


1 


3 


Of Misdemeanors, &c., 


2 1 


- 


2 






- 


Disposed of Summarily. 














For Larceny, 


18 


4 


22 


_ 


- 


- 


Offences under Larceny Act, 


6 


- 


6 


- 


- 


- 


In default of Bail, 


7 


19 


26 


- 


2 


2 


Non-payment of Fines and Penalties, 


12 


10 


22 


- 


- 


- 


Vagrants, .... 


14 


6 


20 


1 


- 


1 


Gross Totals, . 


110 


11 


187 


3 


3 


6 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified. 

Ages. 



— 


10 Years and 
under. 


16 Years and 
above 10. 


20 Years and 
above 16. 




M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


Felons convicted, . 


3 


_ 


_ 


1 


14 


13 


Misdemeanants convicted, . 
Committed for trial at assizes and 


1 




~ 


2 


4 


4 


sessions — Felons, . 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


Summary convictions, 


1 


- 


20 


4 


6 




Vagrants, .... 


~ 


“ 


8 


“ 


“ 


2 


Twice imprisoned, . 


2 


_ 


2 


2 


4 


F 


Three times imprisoned, 


1 


- 


2 


1 


1 




Four times imprisoned, 


- 


- 


2 


- 


4 




Five times imprisoned, 


- 




20 


~ 


7 
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The following return exhibits a progressive diminution in the Sooth 

amount of crime, although not to the extent observable in the Pl3TBICT ' 
majority of gaols in Ireland. City of 

Males. Females. Total. Cork Gaol. 

Number of all classes in custody on the 



14th May, 1852, 


155 


98 


253 


„ 1853, 


151 


69 


220 


„ 1854, 


131 


88 


219 


„ 1855, 


110 


77 


187 



Offences against the person and felonies have considerably 
decreased ; and crime, generally, is of a far less serious nature 
than formerly. There are never any workhouse offenders or 
drunkards in this gaol ; but vagrancy forms a considerable item 
in its list of crime. A very gratifying diminution, however, has 
lately taken place in this class of offences. 

No. of Vagrants in custody on the 



14th May, 1852, 


10 


„ 1853, 


37 


„ 1854, 


42 


„ 1855, 


20 



There were 65 debtors lodged in this prison during 1854; and 
the number of pauper debtors appears likely to increase, as a 
practice prevails in Cork of imprisonment for debt for very 
small sums. 

Committals: 1853 — males, 1,360; females, 922 ; total, 2,282. 
1854 — males, 1,162; females, 1,062; total, 2,224. 

Re-committals: 1853 — males, 485; females, 385. 1854 — 

males, 413 ; females, 314. 

The committals and re-committals for the year 1854 are thus 
classed : — 

Committals during the year 1854 : — Assizes and sessions, 
untried — males, 157; females, 190. Magistrates for bail, fines, 
and summonses — males, 619; females, 722. Vagrants — males, 
305; females, 145. Revenue Laws — males, 3. Deserters, 18. 
Debtors — males, 60; females, 5. Total — males, 1,162; fe- 
males, 1,062. 

Re-committals during the year 1854 Once — males, 178 ; 

females, 157. Twice — males, 98 ; females, 69. Thrice — males, 
59; females, 36. Four times and more — males, 78; females, 
52. Total — males, 413; females, 314. 

Return of Commitments from 1st January to 31st December, 1854. 



Assizes and Sessions Prisoners, 


Males. 

157 


Females. 

190 


Magistrates’ summary convictions for 
Larceny, 


260 


40 


Magistrates’ summary Misdemeanants, 


359 


684 


Vagrants, .... 


304 


14 


Excise and Customs Laws, 


3 


_ 


Convicts sentenced within the year to 
Penal Servitude, 


3 


o 


Deserters committed during the year, 


18 


_ 


Debtors, .... 


60 


5 


Total committed during the year, 


M62 


1,062-2, 


Daily average, . . . 
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Sentences of Penal Servitude, and Imprisonment of the Total 
Number committed during the year. 



Penal Servitude (four years), 


Males 

3 


Females. 

3 


Two years, 


1 


_ 


Eighteen months, . 


_ 


1 


Twelve months, 


16 


5 


Nine months, 


18 


10 


Six months, 


91 


99 


Three months, 


74 


156 


Two months, 


66 


93 


One month, . N 


. 269 


174 


Fourteen days, 


. 260 


220 


Seven days, 


. 162 


230 


Forty-eight hours, 
Twenty -four hours, 


73 


34 


29 


26 


Unlimited, 


40 


6 


Total, 


. 1,102 


1,057 



Sentences of Penal Servitude, and of Imprisonment of the Total 
Number of Juveniles committed during the year. 





<> 

Ages. 


10 Years and 


16 Ye 


ars and 
o 10 . 


20 Years and 
above 1 C. 




M. 


V. 


M. 


F. 


M. 




Penal servitude (four years), . 


- 


_ 


- 


_ 


2 


2 


Eighteen months, .... 


- 


_ 


_ 








Twelve months, .... 






3 








Nine months, .... 


_ 




2 


1 






Six months, 


_ 


_ 


6 




8 


12 


Three months, .... 


_ 




20 


16 


20 


19 


Two months, 


_ 




6 


12 


22 


16 


One month, 


14 


1 


110 


18 


70 


26 


Fourteen days, ... 


4 


1 


61 


26 




32 


Seven days, 


3 


3 




19 


45 


29 


Forty-eight hours, 


2 




15 


3 


9 


5 


Twenty-four hours, 


~ 


~ 


3 


3 


10 


3 


Total, 


23 


5 


283 


102 


255 


150 



Average daily number — males, 107; females, 99. Highest 
at any one time— males, 190; females, 121. Lowest at any 
one time — males, 95 ; females, 58. Average daily number in 
hospital — males, 3 ; females, 4. 

It thus appears that in the committals for the year 1854, as 
compared with those for 1853, in the total there* was a reduc- 
tion of only 58, but in the male of no less than 1 98, whilst in 
the female there was an increase of 140 ; and that in the re- 
committals generally, but especially of the females, there was 
a considerable decrease. This contrast between the committals 
and re-committals of the females appears to indicate that the 
practice pursued by tbe authorities of sentencing hardened 
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offenders to solitary confinement in the cells arranged lor that 
purpose, has not been without its effect, and has tended to 
lessen the number of those who were the habitual and recurrent 
inmates of the gaol ; but that, owing to unrestricted association 
and generally lax discipline, the gaol is not rendered sufficiently 
irksome to act as a deterrent to the ordinary classes of female 
prisoners. 

There is, I regret to say, no diminution in the number of 
juveniles, there having been forty under the age of sixteen at 
the time of my visit. There were fifteen convicts, but no lunatics, 
in the gaol. The speedy removal of the convicts is very 
desirable. 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified — during the year 1854. 



— . 


Ages. 


JO Years and 
under. 


1(5 Years and 
above JO. 


20 Years and 
above 10. 




M. 


F. 










Felons convicted 














Misdemeanauts convicted, 


_ 




58 








Committed for trial at assizes and 














sessions — Felons, 


_ 




in 








Misdemeanants. . 


_ 




2 








Summary convictions, . 


5 


) 


90 


20 


20 




Vagrants, 


18 


4 


1 10 


16 


29 


19 


Twice imprisoned, 


4 


9 


62 


7 






Three times imprisoned. 


2 


1 


29 








Four times imprisoned, 


_ 


_ 


12 


3 


15 




Five times imprisoned and upwards, 






36 


1 


73 





Condition of Juveniles as to their Parentage, Besidence, 
Education, and Religion. 



Without Parents, 

Without Father, 

Without Mother, 

Step-children, 

Illegitimate, . 

Abandoned by Parents, . 
Absconded from Parents, 
Belonging to County or Borough, 
>> other Localities, 
Wholly illiterate, . 

Know alphabet and spelling, 

Read imperfectly, . 

Read and write, 

Religion— Protestant, . 



Presbyterian, . 
Roman Catholic, 



Ages. 



1 10 Years and 
I nnder. 


1 6 Y ears and 
above 10. 


20 Years and 
above 16. 


M. 


F. 


31. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


5 


1 


96 


10 


90 


18 


8 


1 


54 


26 


50 


25 


1 


9 


62 


38 


32 


30 


4 


1 


10 


ii 


17 


16 


1 


- 


3 


1 


4 


_ 


4 


- 


10 


- 


26 


2 


- 


- 


50 


16 


36 


59 


22 


5 


233 


74 


170 


97 


1 


- 


52 


28 


85 


23 


16 


5 


60 


61 


48 


82 


7 


- 


86 


16 


53 


39 


- 




95 


19 


67 


21 


- 


- 


44 


6 


57 


8 




~ 


2 


3 


11 


4 


23 


5 


283 


99 


235 


14 6 



South 
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South 

District. 

City of 
Cork Gaol. 





Accommodation. 






M. 


F. 




M, 


Wards, 


9 


9 


Kitchens, 


1 


Yards, 


6 


4 


Store Rooms, . 


1 


Bay Rooms, . 


9 


9 


Laundries, 




Solitary Cells, 


- 


8 


Lavatories, 


9 


Single Cells, . 


54 


54 


Baths, 


1 


Sleeping Rooms, Mar- 






Reception Room, 


1 


slialsea, 


6 


- 


Pumps and Wells, 


1 


Number of Beds in 






Tread- wheels, 


1 


sucb Rooms, 


18 


_ 


Crank Mill, . 


1 


Hospital Rooms, 


3 


3 


Other Machines for 




Chapels, 


1 


1 


Labour, 


1 


Workshops, . 


1 


1 







The building was throughout in good repair, very dry, and 
well supplied with water ; the ventilation has been much 
improved by perforating the doors of the sleeping-cells ; and 
the sewerage is effective. The bedding, generally, was good 
and sufficient, but some of the blankets were very thin. Sheets 
are used in the hospital only; but if the entire prison were sup- 
plied with sheets, it would be found to be advantageous in 
point of health, cleanliness, and even of economy. The beds 
have been separated by planks, the front gate has been roofed, 
and the tread-wheel has been fitted with partitions, since the 
last inspection ; bells have also been put up in the eight female 
solitary cells ; but as no steps have been taken to put these 
cells under the Separate System Act, none but those specially 
sentenced to solitary imprisonment can be confined in them ; 
consequently, at the time of my visit, four of these cells were 
vacant, and, thus, much of the benefit which might result from 
the use of this new building is lost. The marshalsea for males 
is spacious and convenient, but there is no special place of con- 
finement for female debtors. There is a reception ward in the 
female prison, but it is allotted to males ; and there is only one 
bath, situated in the laundry. In both these instances the 
introduction of males into the female portion of the prison is 
unavoidable, which is not only very undesirable, but quite con- 
trary to the Prisons’ Act ; and I must urge upon the Board of 
Superintendence the propriety of providing a bath and reception 
room on the male side, which could be done at small expense, 
there being ample room within the walls of the gaol for such 
purpose. The laundry and drying-room are good, and the 
lavatories are numerous and excellent. The male work-room 
is far too small for the number of occupants, and an additional 
apartment for that purpose is very desirable. There is space 
for the improvements above suggested, and also for some 
separate cells for males upon the area corresponding to the 
marshalsea ; and it is to be hoped that the authorities will not 
decline to entertain projects so manifestly required, when the 
crowded condition of the prisoners, especially of the male 
juveniles, is considered. 

Strict classification is, under existing circumstances, impos- 
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sible ; but considerable attention bas been paid to this particular. 
The tried juveniles are, as far as is possible, kept apart from the 
tried adults ; but their numbers are so great, that this rule is 
never strictly observed ; in the untried class the juveniles and 
adults are mixed. The tried females are divided into two 
classes according to character, one class being mainly composed 
of prostitutes. Both sexes take their meals in the day-rooms. 
A very slack discipline appears to be maintained amongst the 
females — the noise, the laughing, and the shouting seeming 
to be incessant. Each time that I visited the gaol, this inde- 
corous conduct was going on; and I must express my convic- 
tion, that so long as such proceedings are tolerated, the gaol 
can not be efficient as a place either for the punishment or 
reformation of this sex. Separation has invariably been found 
to be very successful with female offenders. Where unrestricted 
association is unavoidable, unless silence and quiet are enforced, 
the gaol is far preferable to the workhouse. The juveniles, 
generally, appeared to consider themselves ill treated : sullen 
discontent was plainly observable. With respect to the diet of 
some of them there was, as 1 shall presently show, just cause 
for complaint. But it was plain that the turnkey, to' whom the 
instruction of this class is intrusted, had no moral influence 
over his pupils ; and to this feeling is, in my opinion, chiefly 
attributable the ill feeling and grumbling which I witnessed. 
The prisoners, generally, were well clothed, but many of the 
juveniles were without shoes ; and it must be remembered that 
shoes are specially included in the prison dresses prescribed by 
the Prisons’ Act. Due attention is not paid to the personal 
ablution of the prisoners, the feet and legs of many of the boys 
having been extremely dirty. The energetic medical officer, 
Dr. Beamish, informed me that he had often represented the 
want of cleanliness of the patients brought to him. There had 
been fifty punishments in 1854 — all inflicted by the governor, 
and all to solitary confinement. The lock-up is attended by 
the deputy-governor, and two turnkeys are on guard at night, 
who strike a bell every hour ; but there is no night inspection 
either by the governor or deputy-governor. 

Number sentenced during the year 1854 to solitary confine- 
ment — males, 37; females, 70; whipping — males, 156; total 
males, 193; females, 70. 

Employment. 

MALES. 

Clog-making. 

Stone-breaking. 
Whitewashing. 

Painting. 

Prison duties. 

FEMALES. 

Washing for prison. I Knitting. 

Sewing. | Repairing prison clothing, &c. 



W eaving. 

Winding. 

Shoemaking. 

Mat-making. 

Tailoring. 

Picking oakum. 



South 

District. 

City of 
Cork Gaol. 
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Manufacture Account of the City of Cork Gaol, for one year 
from the 1st of January to st December, 1854. 



Dr. 

To value of stock on hands, 31st- Dec., 1853. 
„ Do. of looms, wheels, &c., 

,, Do. of cotton and linen yarn and wool, 

,, Do. of coir yarn, . 

., Sundry accounts due to Board, 



d. £ 



20 

13 

6 



0 0 
4 0 
8 6 
8 10 



47 1 4 



Paid for Raw Material this year 



To cotton and linen yarn, and wool, 

„ Coir yarn, freights, &c., . 

,, Old junk, canvas, and timber, . 

„ Tin wire, solder, &c., 

„ Warping mill, wheels, &c. 

To balance profit on prisoners’ labour, 



45 14 
38 15 
13 12 
4 17 
6 12 



109 12 
149 10 



306 4 2 



By cash received for articles sold, 

„ Value of male prisoners’ clothing, . 

„ Do. female do. do., 

„ Do., of male prisoners’ clothing and bed 
ding made and repaired, 

„ Do. of female do. do., . 

„ Do. of carpenters’ and tinmen’s work, 

„ Do. of smiths’ work, drilling 730 holes 
in metal doors, .... 

„ Do. of grinding Indian corn, 

„ Do. of furniture and bedding, 



70 19 
39 14 

11 14 
7 11 
9 16 



By value of stock on hands, 31st December, 1854. 

„ Do. of cotton and linen yarn, wool, &c., 15 12 
„ Do. of looms, wheels, and implements, . 27 0 
„ Sundry accounts due to Board, . .86 



94 0 1 



8 

7 

6 

6 

0 

10 



161 5 3 



- 50 18 10 
£306 4 2 



T 'York and Manufacture of Prisoners during the year. 



28 Stone of wool, carded and 
spun. 

687 Yards of frieze made. 

219 Yards of linsey. 

973 Yards of linen. 

600 Yards of gingham. 

264 Yards of calico. 

80 Yards of canvas. 

64 Yards of rubbering. 



77 Frieze trowsers, made. 

99 Vests. 

26 Jackets. 

44 Caps. 

206 Linen shirts. 

786 Coir mats of all kinds for 
sale. 

107 Shifts. 

80 Wrappers. 
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180 Aprons. 

160 Women’s caps. 

134 Pairs of clogs. 

76 Bed ticks. 

36 Rollers. 

720 Pairs of stockings, knit. 

252 Coir sweeping brashes. 

164 Lime do. 

104 lbs. of wood skewers. 

140 Yards of sheep netting. 

36 Cwt. of oakum. 

3 Cwt. of coir yarn thread. 

20 Tons of limestone, broken. 

730 Holes drilled in metal doors. 
54 Prison beds, divided. 

6 Cell windows, 2 tables. 

1 Timber stretcher, 1 house 
door. 

1 Step ladder. 

18 Stone-liammers handled. 

8 School tablets. 

1 Timber cover for water pipe. 

2 Ladles handled. 

4 Tin cans. 

534 Mops made out of con- 
demned clothing. 

IIEP AIRED. 

595 Articles of male clothing. 



920 Shirts and shifts. 

584 Articles of female do. 

460 Articles of bedding. 

86 Articles of tin ware. 

3 Box barrows. 

5 Close stools. 

1 Form. 

130 Pair of clogs. 

The regulator and bell of tread- 
wheel. 

Making steps and divisions of 
tread-wheel. 



WASHING. 

1926 Dozen of linen articles. 

70 Dozen of woollen articles. 



HOSPITAL WASHING. 

80 Dozen of linen articles. 

18 Dozen of woollen articles. 

BRIDEWELL WASHING. 

18 Dozen blankets. 

3 Dozen rugs. 



South 

District. 



City of 
Cork Gaol. 



Punitive labour is supplied by the tread-wheel, shot-drill, 
and one hard-labour crank. 

The industrial employment is carefully conducted, and is 
deserving of much praise. The master of the works, George 
Furlong, a weaver by trade, is an ingenious and active officer ; 
and under his supervision, many prisoners attain to great pro- 
ficiency in weaving and other handicrafts. The small size, 
however, of the workshop is a serious impediment to his 
exertions. 

The total net profit of articles disposed of, outside the gaol, 
for the last two years, was — 1853, £52 16s. 10<A ; 1854, 
£53 16s. \d. 

Stock at time of Inspection . — Pairs blankets, 276 ; pairs 
sheets, 30 ; rugs, 237 ; hammocks or cots, 58 ; bed-ticks, 223 ; 
shirts, 414; jackets, 164^ trowsers, 145; caps, 107; pairs 
clogs, 223. 

Schools . — The young males are instructed by one of the turn- 
keys for two hours, daily, in reading, writing, and. arithmetic ; 
but their progress is not satisfactory. A fair registry of pro- 
gress is kept, but is not tested by the chaplains, who, I regret 
to find, take no cognizance of the school. There is no instruc- 
tion whatever for the females, a fact much to be deplored. 
The school was attended during the year by 528 males ; the 
average daily number attending was 50. 
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BETURn.of the Ages, Religion, and Education of the Prisoners 
committed in .1854. els 



Felons. 




Number committed,- 
Ten years and under, 
Eleven to fifteen years, . 
Sixteen to twenty years, 
Twenty-one to thirty years, 
Thirty-one to forty years, 
Eorty years and upwards, 
Protestant, . 

Pom an Catholic, . 

Pead and write, 

Pead only, 

Alphabet and spelling. 
Illiterate, 



z oz. rice, and £ pint milk. UMn meiU and 

T* T ek 0° aE c]asses of pi- 
pe ^tc^» dS ’ ?■ 9d j dips ’ 

and on the 

14th of May, 1852, 

» 1853 , . ' 

» 1854, . gfj 

1855 > • . 3?Z 

oi^ntitl ° 0m P laints of the quality, but several of the 

7 ? i veS if pr ?™ Ions ! and ™ this latter respect the male 
1 nractine : d S°? d /? use f°r their discontent. I found that 
those invend f f ?! S ao1 of ™ d <“ing the allowance of 
“ C wh o ,1! > d been re-committed, or who were 

feventein C °?P° red f. b e bad characters; thus two boys, one 
seventeen, the other thirteen years old, both sentenced to three 
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months * imprisonment, were receiving 12 oz. of bread instead of Scutu 
14, and soup, instead of milk. The new dietary for juveniles pl STB1CT « 
had not been brought into use at the time of my inspection, and, cay of 
therefore, even the younger of the two was entitled to the full Cork GaoL 
male allowance ; but the elder would not, under any circum- 
stances, be affected by the change. It is thus apparent that 
both these prisoners were illegally deprived of a portion of 
the amount of food prescribed for them by the Court of Queen’s 
Bench. The local inspector promised that this irregularity 
should be at once corrected ; but I would impress upon the 
authorities the necessity of strictly adhering, in every instance, 
to the prescribed dietary. Any deviation from the legal course 
is soon perceived by the prisoners, and the sense of injustice 
thereby engendered has invariably the worst moral effect upon 
all the inmates of the gaol. 

Boohs and Accounts. — The Gate-keeper’s Book, one of the 
most important, was kept in such a manner as to be totally 
useless ; all the discharges being entered as at ten a.m., and 
all the committals as at five p.m. Such a practice, of course, 
nullifies the advantage proposed to be derived from a compari- 
son of this with the other books, and no proper check to the 
Daily Consumption Book can be applied. The Officers’ Gate 
Book is also very imperfectly kept ; immediate attention should 
be paid to the correction of these errors. The remaining books, 
including the Discharge Book and the Accounts, are very ac- 
curately and neatly kept by the deputy-governor, who, although 
receiving a very inadequate salary, has, in addition to this 
severe task, to perform nearly all the duties properly devolving 
upon the governor — that officer being from ill-health and other 
causes to be touched upon hereafter, unable to afford him much 
assistance. 

The Pass and Order Books are very satisfactory. The bills 
are paid by the local inspector, who receives from the Board a 
cheque for the aggregate of the month’s accounts, and returns 
the receipts at their next meeting. 

The total cost of the gaol, including dietary and salaries, 
for the last three years was — 1852, £2,395 16s. 9^. ; 1853, 

£2,444 5s. od. ; 1854, £2,280 11s. 9 d. 

Officers and Salaries. 

£ . 9 . d. 

James C. Perry, Local Inspector, . 75 0 0 

Rev. W. C. Neligan, Protestant Chaplain, 46 3 11 
Rev. J. Barry, d.t>., Roman Catholic do., 46 3 11 

William Beamish, m.d., Surgeon, . 55 0 0 

William T. Jones, Apothecary, . 10 0 0 

T. D. Murphy, Governor, . . 200 0 0 

John Daly, Deputy-Governor and Clerk, 50 0 0 
Daniel Gillinan, Turnkey and Storekeeper, 37 6 0 
Samuel Trounce, Turnkey, . . 27 6 0 

John Stanley, do., . , 27 6 0 

William Plant, sen., do., . . 27 6 0 

Alleyn Wolfe, do., , , 27 6 0 
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a. s. a. 

Robert Martin, Turnkey, . . 27 6 () 

John Barry. do., * . . 27 6 0 

George Furlong, do., . . 33 16 0 

John Sullivan, do., . . 27 6 0 

William Plant, jun., do., . . 27 6 0 

Margaret Meade, Matron, . . 35 2 0 

Margaret Kelleher, Assistant do., . 23 8 0 

Teresa Giltinan, Nurse, . . . 24 18 4 

Jane Stanley, Searcher, . . . 5 0 0 



All the intern officers receive coals and candles. The tum- 
keys, in addition, receive uniforms, but no rations, and are paid 
weekly. The temporary increase in their salaries, granted to 
them last year, is reported to be about to cease. 1 would re- 
present that the price of all the necessaries of life having risen 
this year, additional pay is now more than ever required. Five 
of the turnkeys are handicraftsmen, one cooper, three weavers 
and one shoemaker. 

Officers’ Visits. — Local Inspector, 117; Surgeon, &c., 367 ; 
Protestant Chaplain, 155; lloman Catholic do., 155. 

The chaplains inspect the provisions regularly, but only enter 
remarks when they find the provisions to be bad. The very 
cursory nature, however, of the chaplains’ visits at this gaol, 
precludes the possibility of much advantage arising from their 
attendance. 

Hospitals .— There were three males and three females in the 
hospitals, which were in every respect in good order; the 
addition of a water-closet to this department is very desirable. 
The gaol had been healthy and free from epidemic. 



No. in Hospital. No. of Deaths. 

1852, 156 8 

1853, 121 5 

1854, 103 2 



Cost of Medicine. 
£ s. d. 

17 9 4 
13 1 6 
13 10 11 



Board of Superintendence. 

John Gordon, Esq., Mayor. j John Hodder, Esq. 

Sir William Lyons, Knt., j.p. 1 Paul M'Swiney, Esq. 

Francis Lyons, Esq., j.p. j Cornelius Keller, Esq. 

Barth. Gibbings, Esq., j.p. j John Cave, Esq. 

William L. Perrier, Esq., j.p. [ D. M‘ Car thy Mabony, Esq. 
iimothy Mahony, Esq., j.p. ; George J. Wycherly, Esq., m.d. 



The Board meets monthly, examines all accounts, and dis- 
charges bills through the local inspector. 

General Observations — It is necessary that I should here 
state that I discovered, during my various visits, that the 
governor was not then residing in the gaol ; and on inquiry, I 
found that his non-residence had commenced in, and had unin- 
terruptedly continued since, August, 1854. Such a practice is 
obviously incompatible with the maintenance of that strict 
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supervision on the part of the governor, without which no gaol 
can be kept in proper order or discipline. It at once explained 
to me the primary cause of the several irregularities and defects 
of management which I have noticed above. It must be re- 
membered that the governor is intrusted with the care as well 
as the custody of the prisoners — that he has the control and 
direction of the inferior officers — and that to his discretion many 
minor matters must be wholly left. In the present instance, 
not only was the governor absent for far more than twelve out 
of the twenty-four hours, but in his absence no sufficient 
authority was delegated to the deputy-governor or next officer; 
consequently proper discipline and subordination became im- 
possible. It is, therefore, to be hoped that so improper a 
proceeding may never, under any circumstances , recur. 

City Bridewell. 



Committals for the Year 1854. 



Males, 6,884 

Females, 4,433 

Sent to Gaol, ..... 2,039 

Sent to Lunatic Asylum, ... 2 

Sent to Infirmary, .... 2 

Sent to County Gaol, .... 30 

Bailed, 48 

Drunkards, ...... 5,380 

Daily average, 40 

Discharged, 9,196 



Total, . 11,317 

This bridewell was as clean and orderly as could, from its 
character, be expected. It was well supplied with bedding, 
water, and in other respects. The governor has a general 
committal book, and the four turnkeys have each a com- 
mittal book, in which each enters the committals which 
occur during his period of duty. A Prisoners’ Property Book 
and Dietary Book are also carefully kept. It is desirable that a 
louver should be affixed to the window of the male drunkards’ cell, 
which looks into the female yard. The local inspector is constant 
in his attendance at the bridewell. The committals were in 1 853, 
12,93 1 ; in 1854, 11,317 ; in first four months of 1854, 4,206 ; 
in first four months of 1855, 3,031. The total cost for 1854 
was £635 7s. 3d., of which the sum of £129 3s. 10 d. was for 
food. The increased expense is caused by the transmission of 
paupers to then’ various parishes. 

Felton F. W. Hervey, Inspector- General. 
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County of Galway Gaol. — -Visited on the 10th of 
April, 1855. 



State. 



Denomination of Class. 


No. in each Class. 


No. Sick in Hospital. 


Males, j 


Females^ 


Total. 


Males. 


Females 


Total. 


Master Debtors, . 


I 


- 


1 


_ 


- 


_ 


Untried. 














Dor Misdemeanors, 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


Tried. 

Cases Disposed of at Assizes and 
Sessions. 

Of Felony or Larceny : — 














To Transportation, 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


_ 


To Penal Servitude, 


1 


10 


11 


_ 


] 


1 


To Imprisonment, 


13 


5 


18 


3 


- 


3 


Of Misdemeanors, &c., . . 


2 


1 


3 


1 


2 


3 


Disposed of Summarily. 














For Larceny, 


3 


2 


5 


- 


_ 


_ 


Other Misdemeanors, 
Under. Revenue Laws, 


9 


G 


15 


1 


_ 


1 


3 


- 


3 


_ 


- 


_ 


Dangerous Lunatics, 


1 




1 




. ~ 




Gross Totals, . 


35 


24 


59 


5 


3 


8 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified. 





Ages. 


10 Years and 


16 Years and : 
ahovo 10. ] 


20 Years and 
abovo 1 C. 




M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


1\ . 


Felons convicted, .... 


_ 


_ 


- 


- 


1 


- 


Misdemeanants convicted, 


_ 


- 


3 


- 


2 


3 


Summary convictions, . 


- 






- 


4 




Twice imprisoned, .... 


_ 


_ 


- 


- 


1 


- 


Three times imprisoned, 


- 


- 




- 




1 


Five times imprisoned, & upwards, 


~ 




"" 




1 





The returns of the number of prisoners in this gaol on the 
corresponding clays of four consecutive years evince a very 
gratifying diminution in the amount of crime. 



10th of April, 1852, ... 206 

„ 1853, . . . 142 

1854, . . . 106 

„ 1855, ... 59 



This reduction does not apply so much to crimes of a more 
serious nature as to the minor offences. Drunkenness has very 
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much decreased, as have also vagrancy and workhouse offences, 
which the subjoined retm'ns fully demonstrate. 



Vagrants 'Workhouse 

in Gaol. Offenders. 

10th of April, 1852, . . 27 . . 8 

„ 1853, . 8 . . 4 

„ 1854, . 1 . . 3 

„ 1855, . . - . . - 



The proportion of juveniles lias somewhat decreased; but 
with respect to the sexes, it is observable that five-sixths of the 
total reduction occur in the males; the commitments for the 
two last years having been — 1853 — males, 575; females, 263; 
1854 — males, 321 ; females, 221 ; figures which show that 
whilst the male committals of 1854 were fewer than those of 
the preceding year by 254, the female reduction only amounted 
to 42. This disproportion here, as elsewhere, is undoubtedly 
owing in great measure to extraneous causes ; but it is also 
clear that the classification, association, employment,- and general 
treatment of females, are not such as to make the gaol suffi- 
ciently irksome to the hardened ; whilst they render the corrup- 
tion of the less depraved offenders of this sex almost inevitable ; 
and that thus the deterrent system, which tends to thin the male 
side, does not apply to the female portion of the prison. 

I regret to remark, that notwithstanding the very consider- 
able reduction in the committals, the re-committals have 
increased, not merely in proportion but in actual number. 

Re-committals in 1853 Males, 50; females, 23. Re-com- 

mittals in 1854. — Males, 69; females, 59. 

In this particular also the females have' a painful pre-eminence. 

Average daily number during the year 1854 — males, 55 ; 
females, 52. Highest at any one time — males, 71; females, 
77. Lowest at any one time — males, 43; females, 41. 

There had been 26 punishments inflicted in the year 1854; 
all by authority of the governor; and all to solitary confine- 
ment. Classification is duly carried out with respect to the 
adult males ; but there is no arrangement for the separation of 
juveniles from adults, or even from lunatics; at the time of my 
visit, a lunatic having been confined with one adult and two 
juvenile prisoners. 

The females are divided into three classes, according to 
character. The prostitutes are kept apart from the other 
females, and sleep in separate cells. It is very desirable that 
some stricter discipline should be applied to offenders of this 
sex, and also to the juveniles ; and I think that such a number 
of cells as would contain the juveniles, and at least half of the 
females, might be constructed for entire separation, without 
reducing too low the total accommodation of the gaol. This 
was referred to in last year’s Report. All meals are taken 
in the day-rooms; but occasionally, for trivial offences, the 
governor orders prisoners to take their meals in separation — • 
a practice which he finds, very successful, and which I would 
point out as a proof of the advantages resulting from the sepa- 
rate system. 



South 

District. 

County of 
Galway Gaol. 
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The accommodation consists of — 

M. F. M . 

Wards, . . .7 3 , Chapels, 1. 

Yards, . . .6 3 j Workshops, . . 2 _ 

Day Rooms, . .7 3 j Worksheets, . 13 

Single Cells, . . 67 14 | Kitchen and Bakery, 

Cells to contain 3 j in one, . _ j 

persons, . .2 2 Store Rooms, . 7 3 

Sleeping Rooms, .6 4 Laundries, . \ 

No. of Beds in such ; Baths, ... 1 1 

Rooms, . .18 12 ' Pumps and Wells, . 1 l 

Hospital Rooms, .2 2 j Tread- wheels, . 2 

Since the last inspection one of the male wards has been 
ipportioned to females, the wall of the yard having been raised 
to prevent communication. The building throughout was very 
clean and orderly, the ventilation satisfactory, the sewerage 
unexceptionable, and the water abundant, and supplied to 
each yard. Bedding good and sufficient. The baths are ex- 
cellent, and ample facility for washing is afforded to the 
prisoners. 

I must here call attention to the urgent demand for the 
establishment of a probationary or reception ward. At present, a 
prisoner on his arrival at the gaol is at once introduced into the 
untried ward, where he generally remains for some time, and if 
he be admitted after lockings, for upwards of twelve hours, in 
association with the other prisoners, previous to inspection by 
the surgeon — a practice which, I need scarcely add, is liable to 
engender disease throughout the whole prison. 

Employment. 

MALES. 

Tread-mill, Mat-making. 

Bone-grinding. Brush-making. 

Broom-making. Weaving. 

Tailoring. Shoemaking. 

FEMALES. 

Knitting. I Spinning. 

Carding. | Needlework. 

Shot-drill is not practised at present ; all the prison dresses 
are made in the gaol ; stone-breaking is occasionally carried on, 
but there have lately been too few prisoners for that purpose. 

The total net profit of articles disposed of outside the gaol 
for the last two years stands thus: — 1853, 4146 4 s. 10 d.; 1854, 
£65 Is. 5d. 

Schools . — The schoolmaster was absent when I visited the 
gaol. A registry of progress is kept. There is no regular 
instruction for females. 

Number attending school during the year 1854. — Males, 185. 
Average number attending daily. — Males, 30. 

Hospital . — There were 5 males and 3 females in the hospital, 
which was clean and orderly. Health had been good. Number in 
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hospital for the last three years, 979; number of clays, 16,246; 
cost of medicine, £21 9.?. Id. ; deaths, 24. 

Dietary. — Males. — Breakfast — 8 oz. Indian meal, and 4 pint 
sweet milk. Dinner — 14 oz. brown bread, and 1 pint sweet 
milk. Females. — Breakfast — 7 oz. Indian meal, and J pint 

sweet milk. Dinner — 12 oz. brown bread, and f pint sweet 
milk. Under ten years of age. — Breakfast — 5 oz. Indian meal, 
and 4 pint sweet milk. Dinner — 10 oz. brown bread, and 4 
pint sweet milk. Supper — 4 oz. brown bread, f pint sweet 
milk. Gruel substituted for milk two days in each week at 
intervals, and every day for persons not exceeding one calendar 
month’s imprisonment. 

There were general complaints of the milk, which I tasted, 
and considered to be very indifferent. 

Contracts . — White bread, per 4 lbs., 7 \d. ; flour, per cwt., 
18#.; oatmeal, per cwt., 14s.; Indian meal, per cwt., 10s. 6 A ; 
rice, per stone, Is. 10 «f. ; meat, per lb., 4 d.; new milk, per 
gallon, 4c/. ; salt, per cwt., 2s.; turf, per statute box, 104c/.; 
‘straw, per cwt., Is. 6 c/.; candles, per lb., 7^d . ; soap, "per 
11)., 3fc/. Net cost of dietary per day, for each prisoner, 2\d. 

The provisions are regularly inspected. 

Books and Accounts. — These are now carefully kept; I 
compared them with each other, and found them to tally 
satisfactorily. 

The total cost of the gaol, including dietary, salaries, &c., 
for the last three years is — 1852, £2,116 2s. 8 c/.; 1853, 
£2,008 13s. Aid. ; 1854, £1,844 2s. Id. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Thomas It. Ryan, Governor, .... 


£ 
37 5 


s. 

7 


d. 

8 


Rev. John D’Arcy, Local Inspector, 


133 


16 


8 


Rev. Edward Burke, Protestant Chaplain, 


46 


3 


0 


Rev. G. Commins, Roman Catholic do., 


46 


3 


0 


A. T. Veitch, Surgeon, &c., . . 


74 


0 


0 


Patrick Mitchell, 1st Turnkey, 


50 


0 


0 


James Reilly, 2nd do., 


40 


0 


0 


Thomas Hogan, 3rd do., Weaver, 


37 


10 


0 


Thomas Philips, 4tli do., ? 


35 


0 


0 


Charles Forde, 5th do., 


35 


0 


0 


John Tierney, 6th do., ... 


30 


0 


0 


Patrick .Cleary, Hospital Sergeant and Master 
of Works, ...... 


75 


0 


0 


Michael Meyrick, Schoolmaster, 


30 


0 


0 


Margaret Fay, Matron, ..... 


30 


0 


0 


Mary Hogan, Assistant Matron, 
Mary Dunne, Hospital Nurse, 


20 


0 


0 


10 


0 


0 


Catherine Hogan, do., .... 


10 


0 


0 



The turnkeys are paid monthly, and are supplied with uniform. 
The matron and two nurses receive rations. One turnkey only 
is a handicraftsman — a weaver. 

Officers' Visits . — Local Inspector, 113; Surgeon, &c., 126 ; 
Protestant Chaplain, 188 ; Homan Catholic do., 247. 



South 
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Ballinasloe. 



E} r recourt. 



Portumna. 
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Board of Superintendence. 



Robert Martin, Esq. 

Andrew Browne, Esq. 
Francis Blake, Esq. 

Rickard A. H. Kirwan, Esq. 
Andrew W. Blake, Esq. 
¥m. H. Gregory, Esq. 



Randal E. L. Atky, Esq. 

A. O’Flaherty, Esq., m.p. 

Sir Tkos. J. Burke, Bart., m.p. 
Robert Bodkin, Esq. 

Denis Kirwan, Esq. 

Stephen Roche, Esq. 



The Board meets regularly every month. 

General Observations . — I can but reiterate the arguments 
advanced by the Inspector-General of last year in favour of the 
amalgamation of the county and town gaols. The progressive 
diminution in the numbers imprisoned, and the facilities which 
such union would afford for carrying out separation and im- 
proved discipline, appear to be cogent reasons for the adoption 
of such a course ; and I hope that the local authorities may yet 
think proper to entertain the project. 



Bridewells. 

Ballinasloe . — One male and three female prisoners; 57 con- 
fined here in the last quarter. The building was in good repair. 
The cells and day-rooms clean and orderly, and the bedding 
good. The privies required some repairs and whitewashing. 
Water is abundant, and the sewerage effective. Registry and 
committals regular. Petty sessions are held every week ; and 
transmittals are immediate. Dietary, 2| d. for both sexes. The 
county local inspector visits occasionally; the local inspector 
never. Drunkenness is rather increasing; and the proportion 
of females to males is greater than formerly. 

E y recourt . — Two males (lunatics), and one female ; 9 con- 
fined here in the last quarter. This bridewell was, at the 
time of my visit, in great disorder in every respect, consequent 
upon the illegal commitment to it of two lunatics. The yards 
were in grass, and damp. Water is very scarce, there being no 
pump or well upon, or near to, the premises. Registry correct. 
Fewer drunkards than last year. Dietary, consisting of potatoes 
and milk, is 4 d. for both sexes. Petty sessions are held fort- 
nightly, but not very regularly. Local inspector visits fre- 
quently. Transmittals regular. 

Portumna . — One male prisoner (a deserter); 17 in the last 
quarter. The building was generally clean and in good repair; 
but I found a dog in one of the cells, and a goat in one of the 
yards and day-rooms — a practice which cannot be too severely 
censured. The bedding is good and sufficient. Water abundant; 
but the pipes for conveying water to the yards had been broken 
some months before my visit, and had not been repaired. 
Registry and committals correct. Petty sessions fortnightly; 
transmittals uncertain. The local inspector never visits. 
There is no contract for food. The dietary consists of 8 oz. of 
stirabout for breakfast, without milk, and of a similar allowance 
for dinner — which practice is, as was stated by the Inspector- 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Inspectors- General of Prisons in Ireland. 203 

General last year, illegal, being in direct contradiction to tlie South 
order of the Queen’s Bench. The bridewell-keeper was absent District - 
at the time of my visit ; his mother, however, informed me that County of 
he was directed to supply only 7 oz. of stirabout for each meal, Galway. 
but that finding such an allowance insufficient, he had, on his Bridewells. 
own responsibility, added an ounce to each meal. The deserter, 

Patrick Plead, who had been confined in the bridewell for “ five 
weeks,” complained of being starved ; and, indeed, unless some 
steps are immediately taken to order a dietary in accordance 
with the legal prescription, it will be necessary to bring the 
matter before the notice of the Court of Queen’s Bench. 

Woodford. — No prisoners here; 14 confined here in the last Woodford, 
quarter. This bridewell was clean and orderly, but very damp, 
some repairs to the roof being required. Nearly all the panes 
of glass in the female portion of the building had been broken 
by a female lunatic (who had been confined in this bridewell 
for three weeks from the 23rd of October, 1854), and up to the 
time of my visit had not been replaced. Bedding good and 
ample. Water abundant, and sewerage effective. Committals 
and registry correct. Petty sessions fortnightly; and trans- 
mittals regular. Dietary, Gd. ; to be reduced to 4=d. Local 
inspector never visits. 

Loughrea. — Seven males and three females ; 70 in the last Loughrea. 
quarter. The building, generally, was clean and orderly; but 
the privies were in a very dirty state. The keeper is anxious 
that an additional bar should be put upon the door leading 
from the inner to the outer yard on the male side, the present 
lock being scarcely secure. The bedding was good ; but the 
iron bedsteads were much out of repair. Water is procured 
from the lake. Sewerage is good. Registry and committals 
correct. Petty sessions are held -weekly, but they not un- 
frequently fail. Transmittals regular. The local inspector 
has not visited since October 25tli, 1854. Dietary, 3 d. There 
were general complaints of the bread, which is made of equal * 
portions of Indian meal and second flour ; but there was none 
in the house at my visit. 

Oughterard. — No prisoners here ; 35 in last quarter. This Oughterard. 
bridewell was remarkably clean and orderly, and very regular 
in every respect. Petty sessions are held regularly every 
fortnight. The local inspector seldom visits. Dietary, old. 

Clifden. — One female prisoner; 47 in the last quarter. The Clifdcn. 
cells were clean, and the bedding good and sufficient. The 
yards and building generally were in disorder, owing to the 
alterations which were in progress at the time of my visit. 

The wall at the rere of the bridewell was being removed, 
and was being replaced by a new wall at a considerably greater 
distance from the building; which alteration will be attended 
by many beneficial results. The very inconvenient approach 
remains in the same state as at the last inspection ; but I was 
informed that an improvement in that respect was contemplated. 

The registry is correct, and committals duly kept ; but I regret 
to find that the practice, of committing to this bridewell for 
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South “ definite periods,” still continues — two sentences to a week’s 
District, imprisonment in Clifden bridewell having occurred within the 
County of last six months. The transmittals are also unfrequent and 
Galway, irregular. Prisoners are often detained for long periods after 
Bridewells. fi n al examination and commitment to Galway gaol. In one 
instance, a female prisoner was sentenced on the 7th of Decem- 
ber to a month’s imprisonment in Galway gaol, and was 
detained in the bridewell until the expiration of her sentence 
on the 8th of January. The late High Sheriff had strongly 
remonstrated against this practice, which, as is also that of 
committing to the bridewell for definite periods of imprison- 
ment, except for forty-eight hours for drunkenness, is clearly 
illegal. Petty sessions are held regularly every fortnight. 
Dietary, 3 ^d. for both sexes. The local inspector never visits. 

Gort. Govt. — Seven male prisoners; 5G in the last quarter. This 

bridewell was clean and orderly throughout. The building 
has lately been much enlarged and improved; five cells, a 
kitchen, and a keeper’s bed-room, have been added; the walls 
have been raised, but there still appears to be some facility for 
escape in the angles of the yards. There were no beds or 
bedding for the new cells. Water is abundant, and the 
sewerage has been improved. Registry and committals correct. 
Transmittals immediate. Petty sessions are held weekly. 
Dietary, 6rf. for both sexes. Local inspector rarely visits. 

Tuam. Tuam — Three male prisoners; but in consequence of the 

absence of the bridewell-keeper it was impossible to examine 
the registry, committals, or visiting book. The keeper had on 
the preceding day been arrested for debt, and conveyed to the 
county gaol at Galway, having abandoned his charge without 
communicating his compulsory absence to any of the authorities, 
and having left his prison in the sole custody of a maid-servant. 
His absence, indeed, was only discovered by the constabulary 
on the day of inspection, when about to lodge a prisoner in the 
bridewell. For this gross dereliction of duty he has been 
deprived of his office; having, moreover, been on a previous 
occasion dismissed upon the report of the Inspector-General, 
and subsequently reinstated when a fresh vacancy occurred. 
The county inspector placed two constables in charge of the 
bridewell until the arrival of a new keeper, who, I am happy to 
say, has since been very properly selected from the turnkeys 
of the county gaol. 

Felton F. W. Hervey, Inspector-General. 

Since the above was in type I have been informed by the 
county local inspector that the keeper of Portumna bridewell, 
having been, in consequence of my representations, summoned 
before the Board, to be questioned as to the dietary of the 
prisoners, resigned his office ; and that an efficient keeper has 
been appointed in his place by the High Sheriff. 

F. F. W. H, 
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County of the Town of Galway Gaol.— Visited on the 
10th of April, 1855. 



Class. 



State and Accommodation . 

Untried. 



Felony, 

Misdemeanors, 

Deserters, 



Males. Females. 

5 - 

1 
1 



Total, 



Tried. 



Felony or Larceny — Transportation, 

» Penal Servitude, 

)> Imprisonment, 

Total, 

.Number sick in hospital, 

Disposed of Summarily. 

Larceny, . 

In default of Bail, .... 
Non-payment of Fines and Penalties, 
Other Misdemeanors, 



3 

7 

0 

19—23 
3— 3 



South 

District. 

County of the 
Tou-n of 
Galway Gaol. 



Number sick in hospital, 

Vagrants, 

Drunkards, . 
Dangerous Lunatics, 



Total, 



Total, 



Gross Totals, . 

„ Sick in hospital, 



16 



27—43 
4— 4 



Offences , Sfc., of Juveniles classified at the time of Inspection. 



10 Years and I 1G Years ami I 20 Years and 
under. | above 10. | above 16. 



Felons convicted, . 

Summary convictions, . 
n orkhouse offenders, . 

Offenders on leaving workhouse, . 

Twice imprisoned, 

three times imprisoned, 

hour times imprisoned, 

h ive times imprisoned, and upwards, 
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The returns of prisoners confined in this gaol, on the cor- 
responding days of the four last years, exhibit a progressive 
diminution in numbers. 



10 th of April, 1852, 


Males. 

62 


Females. 

33 


Totals. 

95 


„ 1853, 


70 


22 


92 


„ 1854, 


34 


22 


56 


„ 1855, 


16 


27 


43 



This reduction, although in some degree extending to all 
crimes, appears to be mainly attributable to the decrease of 
vagrancy and drunkenness. The peculiarity in the relative pro- 
portions of the sexes, remarked upon by my colleague last year, 
has become even more striking; for an examination of the 
above returns will show that the proportion of males to females, 
which in 1852 was nearly two to one, and in 1853 exceeded 
three to one, in 1854 sunk to three to two; and in 1855 has 
actually changed its relation, and stands as three to five. This 
extraordinary disproportion also exists in the committals and 
re-committals, which, for the past year, are as follows : — Com- 
mittals — -males, 447; females, 305. Re-committals — -males, 70; 
females, 89. Greatest number in gaol at any one time — males, 
33; females, 36. Lowest number — males, 8; females, 16. Aver- 
age daily number — males, 21; females, 23. Enlistment and 
emigration have, doubtless, in a great measure, caused this 
excess of females over males ; but the absence of all classification 
as regards females, and their consequent enjoyment of unlimited 
association, deprive this gaol of that “ deterrent” principle 
which is the first check to the increase of crime. The pro- 
portion of juveniles to adults remains unchanged. 

14 o alterations or improvements have been made since the 
last inspection, nor are any contemplated. The gaol was clean, 
dry, in good repair, and well ventilated. Some of the blankets 
were much worn, and insufficient for cold weather. The sewer- 
age is good, and water abundant. There are no lavatories, 
and little facility for washing is afforded to the prisoners. The 
one bath of the gaol appears to be very rarely used. 

There are thirty-two single sleeping cells for males, and three 
for females. Total number of beds, sixty-eight. Owing to the 
change in the relative proportions of the sexes, one male 
ward has lately been assigned to females. There is no laundry 
nor drying-room. 

There is no improvement in the classification since last years 
inspection ; that of the males consisting merely in the separa- 
tion of the tried from the untried, that of the females in the 
separation of the vagrants from other offenders. 

The punishments during the year 1854 were — -males, 16; 
females, 17; total, 33. Punishments since last inspection, 18- 
all inflicted by governor, and all to bread and water. ^ 

Employment and Schools — Punitive labour consists of the 
tread- wheel and shot-drill. Productive labour does not exist. 
Stone-breaking is carried on, but little or no profit is derived 
from it. 
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rie *&. 

including baking and raising water for the use of the ClW „ - 

he tread-wheel. The females are merely employed in ^shiim nifoT 
Mercy 1311SOn ’ and 111 occasl °nal needlework for the Sisters of Galway 0aoL 

. There was no instruction in the traol at the timo 
inspection. The schoolmaster had resigned on the 25th of 
Mai eh, and I was informed that the Board had refused to 

tKtion idST' t The rf f try of P ro g ress > according to 
tne .National Boaid system, had been correctly kept 

Iliriary.-— Breakfast-Males — 8 oz. of Inclian meal, in stir- 
about^ and half a pint of sweet milk. Females— 7 oz of Indian 
meal, m stirabout, and half a pint of sweet milk. 

.Dnmer.— M a les— 1 4 oz. of brown bread, and 1 pint of sweet 
Tpint tf ° Z ' ° f Wn W ’ and three Titers of 

Male and female children under ten years receive 5 oz of 

tokLrlo m St , irab0nt ’ 1 and Ilalf , a Pint of sweet milk,' at 
taeaktast 10 oz. brown bread, and half a pint of milk for 

Wh F “’ 6SCept Tllil ' Cl ° laSS ’ ” 

nef°S Cfe 57 B ^ ad ’ u^' P f lb ' ; oatmeaI - 17 *- Per cwt ; 
10w77i 5 * P f gaU , on; , buttermilk 2 U. per gallon: turf 

S'dTperfr 41 ™’ U M ' Per CWt ' ; aa “ dL - per lb" 

° f th0 Pro " Si0nS ’ ^ - daily 



Officers and Salaries. 

£ s d 

?>' -? 1 !i er ^ -k° ca l Inspector, . 37 i o a 

■r 6V ’ n’ ? ur ^ Protestant Chaplain, . . 27 13 10 

A® t v mmS} Roman Catholic Chaplain, 50 0 0 
A. J. Veitch, m.d., . . . 5C 0 

Abraham Marshall, Governor, . 1 3S q 

J a me S MairshaU, Deputy-Governor, .* _I 

Caulfield, Head Turnkey, . 30 0 

Michael Reilly, Turnkey, J . ‘ ’ ^ ° 

Patrick Sullivan, do. ' 

A marble polisher, and is capable of 
teaching the art. 

James Waugh, Turnkey, . 

Anne Reed, Matron, 

Margaret Reilly, Female Turnkey, ; 



26 

24 



20 

20 

12 



‘h?rece£ e nn f ‘™ik e ys are paid regularly every month; 
The inode,, n m 7°™ , or all °wances, except two, for fuel 
%,rem Jked y i b h -° f i t le Sala f ies and llul «bers of the turn- 
tie duties reauimr ^ r ®P ort > stiP continues, whilst 

slice the resignation /tb bai ] e , been consldera % increased 
e lesignation of the clerk, a portion of the work 
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hitherto performed by that officer haying now devolved upon 
the head "turnkey, who is thereby obliged to delegate some of 
his own duties to the junior turnkeys, who were already over- 
worked. Only one of the turnkeys is a handicraftsman— a 
marble polisher. 

Extern Officers' Visits during the past Year . — Local Inspector, 
72; Surgeon, 96; Protestant Chaplain, 212; Roman Catholic 
Chaplain, 230. 

Notwithstanding frequent remonstrance, upon the subject, 
there are no by-laws for this gaol. The books and accounts 
are carefully kept; but since the resignation of the schoolmaster, 
and owing’ to the want of education of the inferior turnkeys, 
“all” the books are kept by the head turnkey, a proceeding 
which nullifies the advantage proposed to be derived from a 
comparison of the different books. 

The total cost of the gaol, including dietary salaries, &c., 
for the three last years is as follows: — 1852, £981 4s. Ofd.; 
1853, £859 7s. 5f d . ; 1854, £726 15s. 6 \d. 

Hospital. There were four females in the hospital, which 

was clean and orderly. The gaol had been healthy, and free 
from epidemic. 



Board of Superintendence. 



Sir Thomas Blake, Bart. 
Nicholas Lynch, J.l’. 
Henry Oomerford, J.P. 
Ambrose Bush, J.P. 
Andrew W. Blake, J.P. 
Thomas M. Persse, J.P. 



John Bedington, Esq. 
B. N. Somerville, Esq. 
E. C. Burke, Esq. 
George Morris, Esq. 

IV m. G. Murray, Esq. 
Peter J. Fynn. 



The Board meets regularly once a month. 

General Observations . — The defects in this gaol, which 
have been pointed out on previous inspections, have not been 
in any case removed, and in some points have materially 
increased. The want of classification, the very limited employ- 
ment for females, the now total absence of educational in- 
struction for both sexes, and the insufficient number and 
additional duties of turnkeys, are all matters to which I venture 
to call the attention of the authorities ; and I beg to suggest 
to them, that unless they are disposed to entertain the project 
for the amalgamation of the two Galway gaols, they should 
take some steps to remedy these _ crying evils; and more 
especially to provide some means of instruction for the juveniles, 
of whicli class there are, generally, a considerable number in 
the town gaol. 

Felton F. W. Heevey, Inspector-General. 
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County of Kerry Gaol, at Tralee. — Visited October 
I 7tii and 18th, 1855. 



State on the 17 th. 





No. in each Class. 


No. Sick in Hospital. 


Denomination of Class. 


Males. 


F emales. 


Total. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Master Debtors, .... 


1 a 


l 3 


5 








Pauper Debtors, .... 


j " 




3 


_ 


- 




Untried. 














For Felony, 


1 


_ 


1 


1 - 






,, Larceny, 

,, Misdemeanors, 


4 


17 


21 








2 ! 


- 


2 








Tried. 

Cases disposed of at Assizes and ! 
Sessions. 

Of Felony or Larceny : — 

To Transportation, 














- 


2 


2 








To Penal Servitude, . . . 


i 


4 










To Imprisonment, . . . i 


n 


15 


26 




2 




Of Misdemeanors, &c., . . . | 


3 


- 


3 








Disposed of Summarily. 














Offences under Larcenv Act. . 


1 


1 


2 








In default of Bail 


1 


3 


4 








Non-payment of Fines & Penalties, 
Under Poor Law Act, . 


5 i 


4 

1 


9 


- 






Vagrants, i 


- 


I 


1 


- 


- 


- 


Gross Totals, . . j 


34 


51 


85 


- 


7 

1 


7 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified, at the time of Inspection. 



Ages. 





lOYoarsand 

under. 


j 16 Years and 
i above 10. 


1 20 Years and 
j above 16. 


Felons convicted, . 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


Committed for trial at assizes and 










2 




sessions— Felons, 














Summary convictions, . 


- 


- 


2 






2 


Twice imprisoned, 














Ihree times imprisoned, 




_ 








_ 


Four times imprisoned, . 














Five times imprisoned, and upwards, 






I 




I 


- 



P 



South 

District. 
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The numbers in custody on the 17th of October in the four 
last years stand thus : — 





Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


1852, 


. 146 


69 


215 


1853, 


93 


. 45 


138 


1854, 


85 


61 


146 


1855, 


34 


51 


85 



These returns exhibit considerable improvement, especially as 
regards the present year; but it is to be observed that this 
reduction is chiefly confined to the males, and that on the day 
of inspection nearly two- thirds of the inmates of the gaol were 
females : — 

W orkliouse 
Offenders. 

17th October, 1852, . . 10 

„ 1853, . . 5 

„ 1854, . . 8 

„ 1855, . . — 



Vagrants. 

9 

5 

14 

1 



In these classes the decrease is very marked, particularly as 
the increase which took place in 1854 induced an apprehension 
that criminals of these denominations were about again to 
abound. Drunkenness, however,! report with great regret, 
has undergone no favourable change ; but, on the contrary, may 
be said to have increased ; for although the committals, in the 
aggregate, are materially fewer than in former years, the number 
of drunkards committed remains the same as when the totals 
were so much larger. 

Offences against the person and other crimes of an aggravated 
nature have very much diminished; and pilfering and petty 
thefts are now the chief causes of imprisonment. 

The committals in 1854 were — males, 914; females, 472. 

De-committals. — Once — males, 70; females, 48. Twice— 
males, 23; females, 22. Thrice — males, 11; females, 7. Four 
times and upwards — males, 4 ; females, 33. Total — males, 108 ; 
females, 110. Average daily number — males, 89 ; females, 56£. 
Highest at any one time — males, 115 ; females, 66. Lowest at 
any one time — males, 69 ; females, 46. Average daily number 
in hospital — males, 4f ; females, 4 T V 

The committals in 1853 were — males, 1,278; females, 691. 
Therefore, the reduction in the amount of crime during 1854 
.was very great ; and if we refer to the present year we shall find 
that the reduction is still progressing rapidly and steadily. 

Committals in 1855, up to October 17th — males, 472 ; females, 
293; it thus appearing that in the first nine months and a-lmlf 
of 1855 there were little more : than half the number of com- 
mittals for the whole year of 1854. This is a very satisfactory 
condition of things ; but it is to be regretted that the decrease 
in female crime falls short of that in the male. It is, however, 
to be noted that an examination of the committals does not give 
so great a preponderance to female crime as the returns of the 
numbers in gaol on the day of inspection would appear to indi- 
cate— the great excess of females at that time having been, in a 
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great measure, caused by the extreme paucity of male offenders— South 
the thinning of the male population by enlistment in the militia, District. 
and the consequently very high rate of wages for agricultural cm of 
labour tending to relieve the gaol of many of its normal inmates. Kerr y Gaol, 
Nevertheless, there can be no doubt that the inadequate accom- 
modation for females, and the consequently unavoidable laxity of 
discipline and unrestricted association allowed to them, render 
the gaol less deterrent to this than to the other sex ; neither has 
the reduction in juvenile crime kept pace with that of the adult ; 
but it is to be hoped that the contemplated alteration in their 
discipline, as well as in that of the females, will soon accomplish 
a favourable change. 1 



• Accommodation . 



Wards, 

Yards, 

Day Rooms, 

Solitary Cells, 

Single Cells, 

Cells to contain three 
persons, . 

Sleeping Rooms, . 

No. of Beds in such 
Rooms, 

Hospital Rooms, . 
Chapels, 

School Rooms, 



Workshops, . 
Worksheds, . 

Kitchen, 

Bakery, 

Store Rooms, 

Laundry, 

Lavatories, . 

Bath, .... 
Pump and Well, . 
Tread-wheel, 

Capstan Mill, 

Other Machines for 
Labour, . 



The building was throughout clean, secure, in good repair 
clrj, well ventilated, and abundantly supplied with good water’ 
raised from a draw-well; the sewers are effective and capable of 
flushing from cisterns placed over all the privies-an excellent 
arrangement. The beds, bedding, and blankets, were sufficient 
in quantity as well as. quality. Sheets are not at present used 
m the gaol nor even in the hospital; but it is proposed shortly 
to issue them to the entire prison— a change which will, doubt- 
less, conduce to cleanliness and health, and also to economy as 
saving, much of the wear and tear of the blankets. The accom- 
modation lor the males is adequate, but that for the females is still 
lery limited although within the last few years one story of the 
male prison has been appropriated to their use. I am happy to 
learn that it is m contemplation to raise the roof of a portion of 
he gaoh which operatmu will give twenty-eight additional male- 
cells. i his. extension of the male accommodation will enable 
the authorities to allocate to the females the upper story of that 
range of the male prison of which the lower has already been 
as is above stated, so applied, and then there will be no diffi- 
ulty m instituting for both sexes, at small additional expense, 
tat separate system winch is at present, at least as regards the 
females, impossible from want of space, hut which it may he 

E^if Tirl WOuld / roduce such beneficial results, 
not i 6 e . sta ^ llshmen ‘ of separation in its entirety should 
t be detei mined upon, these extensions and alterations would 
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give space and convenience for the introduction of such an 
amended system of discipline as would fully compensate for the 
outlay; and as both the local inspector and the governor are so 
anxious for such facilities for improvement, and so fully com- 
petent to direct them to a favourable issue, it is earnestly hoped 
that these plans may be carried into effect without delay. The 
number of male, cells has been increased since the last inspection 
by the conversion of sixteen double cells into thirty single cells. 

Six york-sheds are fitted with looms, and there is one large 
weaving loft. There are also commodious workshops for various 
handicrafts ; a good forge, and two schoolrooms. The latter 
are small, but it is proposed to enlarge them, and to fit them; 
as also the laundry, female day-rooms, stone-breaking yards and 
tread-wheel, with partitions to prevent communication and con- 
versation during the hours of instruction and labour. The 
laundry, drving-room, kitchen, bake-house, and stores are suf- 
ficient, but the position of the laundry outside the female 
prison, and in close proximity to, and within uninterrupted 
view of, some of the male departments, is highly objectionable. 
There is no reception ward, a serious want; there is one bath 
for males, but none for females, who are washed in the laundry 
tubs. All are washed on admission. There are no regular 
lavatories, but troughs for personal ablution are placed in each 
yard. 

Glassification is carefully maintained amongst the males, but 
the females are merely divided into two classes according to 
character. 

At the time of my visit the juveniles were mixed with the 
adults in the several classes, and all of both sexes took their 
meals in the day-rooms ; but the juveniles were about to be col- 
lected in one class to be kept wholly apart from the adults ; and 
the males were for the future to take their meals in their 
separate cells ; both changes being most desirable, as preventing 
moral corruption and unrestricted association. 

Want of accommodation makes it impossible to give the meals 
to the females in the cells ; but, pending the above-noted alter- 
ations in the building, it was intended to carry out separation 
in this and other respects, as far as is practicable, by the erection 
of partitions in the day-rooms ; an improvement which must be 
beneficial, as rendering the gaol more deterrent and less cor- 
rupting. All the males sleep in separate cells. 

Due prison clothing is supplied to all the tried prisoners; but 
it has been the practice in this gaol not to issue clothing to the 
untried, and consequently some were in a very ragged and dirty 
state. The Prisons’ Act makes no distinction in this respect 
between tried and untried “ poor prisoners” — both are entitled 
to prison dresses. The local inspector assured me that this 
matter should be at once attended to. 

Discipline appeared to be strictly enforced, especially amongst 
the males, and the general appearance of the prisoners was 
satisfactory. 

The lock-up is always attended by the governor, and three 
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turnkeys are on duty from eight, p.m., to six, a.m., and relieve 
one another on patrol every two hours. The patrol calls the 
hour at every quarter, hut there is no tell-tale clock or other 
method of accurately testing the vigilance of the watchman. 

There were sixty-one punishments in 1854, and thirty up to 
the day of inspection in 1855, all inflicted by. authority of the 
governor, and none calling for particular remark. 

During the year 1854 one female was sentenced to solitary 
confinement, and thirty-three males to whipping. 



Employment. 

Males.— Punitive labour is supplied by the tread-wheel, 
which, however, is applied to no use; and by the capstan mill 
for grinding flour; there is also a hand-pump worked by four 
men, by 'which water is raised for the supply of the prison. 

Productive employment consists of tailoring, shoemakino-, 
brushmaking, weaving, carpentering, smiths’ work, baking 
stonebreaking, and prison duties. There is also a stone-quarry 
outside the gaol in which some hands are usually employed. 

Females are occupied in spinning, needle work, carding 
wool, knitting, and washing for the prison. 

Very creditable activity prevails in this department amongst 
the males ; but of late the numbers have been so low, that few 
hands could be spared from the actual prison duties. 

The females have not hitherto been so actively employed, but 
washing for the public is about to be established, which ’will 
afford means of giving regular and productive employment to 
this sex. “ 

AU the prison clothing and necessaries, including blankets 
and tickens, are manufactured and made up in the gaol, and, 
therefore, the profit return is especially deserving of praise. It 
has, however, of course been reduced by the decrease in the 
number of hands. Total of net profit produced by articles disposed 
of outside the gaol:— In 1853, £85 3s.; 1854, ‘£63 18s. 2 \d. 



Pairs Blankets, 
Pairs Sheets, . 
Rugs, . 
Bed-ticks, 



Stock at the time of Inspection. 



260 


Shirts, 


. 63 


101 


J ackets, 


. 56 


8 


Trowsers, 


. 29 


278 


Pairs Shoes, . 


. 15 



Schools . — A competent schoolmaster and schoolmistress in- 
struct the males and females, respectively, for six hours daily, 
in reading, writing, arithmetic, and geography. The pupils of 
each sex are divided into three classes, and each class is taught 
for two hours every day. I have great pleasure in stating that 
these schools appeared to be very carefully and efficiently con- 
ducted, and that many of the scholars exhibited considerable 
proficiency, especially in writing. The schools are under the 
Rational Board, whose inspector visits. The registry of progress 
irected by the National Board, and also one of a more simple 
torm are accurately kept, and are tested from time to time by 
the chaplains. 
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The number who attended school in 1854 was — males, 382* 
females, 138. Average number attending daily— males, 40; 
females, 20. 

Dietary. — First Class — Breakfast — 14 oz. bread, and 1 pint 
new milk. Dinner — 6 oz. meal, 2 oz. rice, and pint milk. 

Second Class. — Breakfast- — 12 oz. bread, and f pint milk. 
Dinner — 5 oz. meal, and 2 oz. rice, and pint milk. 

Third Class. — Breakfast —8 oz. bread, and 1 pint soup. Din- 
ner — of oz. meal, If oz. rice, and J pint milk. Supper — 4 oz. 
bread. 

N.B. — Soup is substituted for milk on two days in the week 
for all prisoners. Prisoners whose term of imprisonment does not 
exceed one month, receive soup for breakfast daily. 

Contracts. — New milk, \\d. per quart; turf, 1(M per box of 
twenty cubic feet. 

Net cost of dietary, per head, on the day of inspection, and 
on the corresponding day in the last three years — 1852, 1H.\ 
1853, l%d.; 1854, 2M; 1855, 2d. 

There were no complaints of the provisions, which are duly 
inspected by the chaplains, who record their remarks in the 
Visiting Book ; but I was decidedly of opinion that the bread 
which I tasted was sour. This bread is composed entirely of 
Egyptian wheat, which is ground and baked in the prison. 
There did not appear to be any fault in the baking ; and I 
believe that the sourness proceeded from some peculiarity in the 
meal itself ; but 1 was certainly of opinion that the bread was 
not, from whatever cause, sweet or wholesome. 

Books and Accounts. — All the books prescribed by the Court 
of Queen’s Bench are kept with great care and accuracy. A 
new porter has been appointed since the last inspection, who 
keeps the Gate Book very correctly. The Hospital Book 
and the Officer’s Gate Book — both very important checks— 
were, in every respect, satisfactory, as also were two registries, 
one giving the daily employment of each prisoner, and the other 
the labour account. The general accounts are very, clear, and 
are kept by the governor. 

Total cost of gaol, including dietary and salaries, was, in 1852, 
£2,911 17.9. Of d.; 1853, £2,272 Os. Of dr, 1854, £2,306 12s. 

Officers and Salaries. 

£ s. d. 



Bev. Anthony Denny, Local Inspector, . . 100 0 0 

Do., Chaplain, . . . 50 0 0 

Bev. John G. M‘Ennery, B. C. Chaplain, . 50 0 0 

Francis Crumpe, Physician, . . . . 73 16 11 

Michael Lawlor, Apothecary, . . . 30 0 0 

Martin Crean, Governor, .... 200 0 0 

Boberfc Harris, Clerk, . . . . . 45 0 0 

Ellen Biordan, Matron, . . . . 40 0 0 

Anne Murphy, Assistant Matron, . . . 20 0 0 

Bose Fitzgerald, Ex-Matron, . . . .10 0 0 

Garrett Cotter, Turnkey and Baker, . . 36 0 0 
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£ 


s. 


d. 


South ' 


Robert Farmer, Turnkey and Miller, 


35 


0 


0 


District. 


John Connor, do. Carpenter, . 


35 


0 


0 


County of 


John Mahony, do. Shoemaker, 


35 


0 


0 


Kerry Gaol . 


William Eagar, do. Tailor, 


30 


0 


0 




Sylvester Murphy, do. Painter and Mat- 


maker, 


30 


0 


0 




John Sullivan, Turnkey and Cook, 


30 


0 


0 




Patt Brosnan, do., ..... 


35 


0 


0 




Patt Brien, do., . 


30 


0 


0 




Thomas Hynes, do., . . . . 


30 


0 


0 




Thomas Brien, do., ..... 


30 


0 


0 




John Linehan, do., . . . . . 


30 


0 


0 




Thomas Sheeliy, Porter, .... 


20 


0 


0 




John Allman, do., 


10 


0 


0 




James Coffey, Schoolmaster, .... 


35 


0 


0 




Catherine Horan, Schoolmistress, . 


.20 


0 


0 




Ellen Barden, Nursetender, .... 


20 


0 


0 




Ellen Hayes, Assistant Nursetender, 


12 


0 


0 




Elizabeth Hynes, Searcher, .... 


10 


0 


0 




£1,131 


16 


11 




A vacancy has just occurred by the death of a 
turnkey, which is to be filled up at the next 


meeting of the Board. Salary, . 


35 


0 


0 





£1,166 16 11 



All the. intern officers are paid monthly; none receive rations 
except the assistant nursetender. The turnkeys are supplied 
with uniform and arms ; six of them are handicraftsmen. 

Since the last inspection the gate turnkey and his wife, the 
female searcher, have been dismissed. Another searcher has 
since been appointed ; but the duty of gate-keeper is now 
discharged by the turnkey at the check gate without any 
increase being made to his former salary. The shoemaker has 
resigned, and another has been appointed in his place, The 
clerk has also resigned, and one of the turnkeys has-been pro- 
moted to be clerk; the Board have not filled up the vacancy 
caused by this promotion, as they deem the present staff suffi- 
cient for every purpose. 

Visits of Extern Officers during the year 1854. — Local In- 
spector, 111; Surgeon, 76; Protestant Chaplain, 56; Roman 
Catholic Chaplain, 171. 

Hospitals . — There were seven females in the hospital, which 
was clean and in good order; but the accommodation for male 



much required, 
-epidemic. 


The gaol had been healthy and free from 


No. 


in Hospital, No. of Days. 


Cost of Medicine.’ Deaths. 
£ s. d. 


1852, 


303 . 4,651 


. 28 9 1 9 


1853, 


229 . 4,329 * 


. 22 0 U 4 


1854, 


172 . 3,418 


. 18 2 10 1 
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Board of Superintendence. 

Robert Conway Hickson. Maurice James O’Connell. 

William Denny. Daniel D. C. M'Gillycuddy. 

William Talbot Crosbie. Nicholas Donovan. 

Richard Chute. Major-General J. D. Stokes. 

Richard Leahy. Major M. Home. 

Daniel C. Coltsmann. Stephen E. Collis. 

The meetings of the Board are fixed to take place monthly 
blit failures of attendance occasionally occur. At each meetino- 
all accounts are discharged by cheques, which are distributed 
by the governor, who presents the receipts on the next board 
day, and also at the half-yearly audit. 

Bridewells. Bridewells. 

I desire earnestly to call attention to the subjoined notes of 
my visits to the county bridewells, and especially to the bad 
condition of the blankets, the utter inadequacy of the salaries of 
the keepers (except in two places), and the prevalence of irre- 
gularity with respect to committals. I am happy to learn that 
steps have already been taken to issue a fresh supply of blankets; 
but my colleague having last year in vain commented upon the 
insufficiency of £10 per annum to support a man who is debarred 
by law from pursuing any other trade or occupation, I can only 
add that the prices of all the necessaries of life being now much 
higher than last year, the claim for an increase of salary has 
become even more undeniable. 

Tarbert. Tarbert .— One male prisoner ; 38 in the last quarter. The 

bridewell-keeper was absent at Tralee, having gone there on 
May the 9th to receive his salary, and not having returned on 
the morning of the 11th. The male portion of the house was 
dirty, and both privies were filthy, the sewers defective, and no 
water on the premises ; the blankets very thin and insufficient. 
Petty sessions fortnightly, and transmittals pretty regular. The 
local inspector makes no entry of his visits. Registry and com- 
mittals correct. Dietary, per head — males, 5 d . ; females, 4 \d. 
Keeper's salary , £10. 

Kenmare. . Kenmare . — No prisoners at the time of my visit. Forty-one 
in the last quarter, of whom thirteen were drunkards. This 
bridewell was throughout clean, orderly, and in good repair. 
The sewerage is effective, but there is no water on the pre- 
mises. 1 he blankets were very thin and quite unfit for winter 
use. Petty sessions fortnightly, transmittals regular. Registry 
and committals correct. The local inspector visits occasion- 
ally. Dietary, per head— males, 5 d.; females, Ud. Keepers 
salary , £10. 4 

Killarney. Killarney.—Ko prisoners. 148 in the last quarter, of whom 
forty-five were drunkards. The house clean and orderly and 
in fair repair. The sewers are not very effective, and the cess- 
pools are only clearable by carrying out the soil through the 
prison. There is a pump on the premises, but the supply of 
water from it is scanty. The blankets were very thin , and 
quite unfit for winter use. 
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Petty sessions are held weekly, and transmittals are in general 
tolerably regular ; but occasionally prisoners are “ illeo-ally” 
detained in the bridewell after final examination. 

The registry and committals correct, with the exception that 
in the former the signatures of the constabulary to the lodgments 
were in some instances wanting. No circumstances can justify 
this omission, which precludes the possibility of checking the 
charge for dietary satisfactorily. 

There was no Visiting Booh. — This want has been noticed 
by previous Inspectors-General, and I was assured by the gover- 
nor of the county gaol that a book for the purpose had been 
duly supplied to the bridewell keeper. None such, however, 
was forthcoming. The local inspector is said to visit, but makes 
no entry. Dietary as above. Keeper’s salary, £20. 

Castleisland — No prisoners. Thirty in the last quarter, of CastleUland. 
whom nine were drunkards. House throughout clean, orderly, 
and in good repair. Blankets thin. Water close to tlie 
bridewell, and sewers very effective, being capable of flushing. 

Petty sessions fortnightly, and transmittals immediate. Re- 
gistry apparently correct ; but of the committals for the last 
quarter, only three were forthcoming. The keeper alleged 
that for many prisoners lodged in the prison no committals were 
supplied . Such a practice is illegal. The local inspector makes 
no entry of his visits. Dietary as above. Keeper's salary , £10. 

, Listowel. — No prisoners. 103 in the last quarter, of whom Listowel. 
forty-one were drunkards. The house tolerably clean and or- 
derly, but the leak in the roof, reported last year, had not been 
stanched; and the privies, especially the female one, were out 
of repair. Eave shoots are also much required, the drip from 
the roof causing tile yards to he very wet in rainy weather. The 
accommodation, which consists of only two cells and a day-room 
for each sex, is quite insufficient. Although the bad condition 
of the blankets was noticed by Mr. Connellan last year, no fresh 
supply had since been issued, and consequently 1 found them 
in a wretched state: many of the blankets in use being mere 
rags, and all so thin as to be quite unfit for winter use ; they 
were also insufficient in number. The sewerage is effective, 
but there is no water on the premises or very close at hand. 

Petty sessions weekly, and transmittals regular. The regis- 
try and committals correctly kept by tbe keeper; but. the 
illegal practice of sentencing to imprisonment in the bride- 
well frequently, even for periods of ten or fourteen days, 
prevails here extensively. The local inspector makes no entry 
of his visits. Dietary as above. Keeper’s salary, £20. 

Cahirciveen,— One male and one female. Thirty-nine in the Oahimv eeI1 . 
last quarter, of whom eleven were drunkards. “ House only' 
tolerably clean, very damp, and in want of whitewash. Female 
yard m grass male yard full of weeds and very slovenly. Grass 
m the yards is not at all desirable. The male privy was very 
tirty. Blankets very thin and ragged. Sewerage effective, 
but water has to be brought from a considerable distance. 

Petty sessions are held monthly. The constabulary giye an 
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South escort monthly ; but prisoners, are often illegally detained -beyond 
District. ^lie escort days. 

County of The registry appeared to be correctly kept, but many com- 
Kerry. mittals were missing. The keeper asserted that those not forth- 
Bridewells. coming had never been supplied. It is scarcely necessary to 
remark that it is illegal to lodge prisoners in the bridewell 
without a written committal. I find also with regret that there 
were many instances of sentences to imprisonment in the bride - 
welli also an illegal practice. Indeed I cannot better exem- 
plify the irregularities which here prevail, than by quoting the 
case of the female who was in custody at the time of my visit : — 
“ She was committed for examination on the 2.7th of August; 
was examined at petty sessions on the 22nd of September; was 
then committed for trial at quarter sessions, which were held on 
the 16th of October, and was then sentenced to imprisonment 
for fourteen days in the bridewell, which sentence she was un- 
dergoing when I was at Cahirciveen on the 22nd of October.’’ 
The local inspector visits very seldom. Dietary as above. 
Keepers salary , £10. 

Dingle. Dingle. — No prisoners. Twenty-seven in the last quarter, of 

whom sixteen were drunkards. The house clean and orderly, 
but very damp. The blankets were very bad. All the 
remarks made upon the bedding of Listowel bridewell apply 
here with equal force. There is no water on the premises, and 
no sewerage, and the privies, both of which required whitewash, 
are only clearable by carrying the soil through the house. 

Petty sessions fortnightly, but not unfrequently fail, and trans- 
mittals regular. Registry and committals correct ; but there are 
still occasional sentences to a week’s imprisonment in the bride- 
well. The local inspector visits. Dietary — males, 5 d . ; females, 
4 \d. Keeper's salary , £10. 

Miltown. Miltown. — No prisoners. Thirty-three in the last quarter, of 

whom eleven were drunkards. This bridewell was very clean 
and orderly, and the blankets were tolerably good. There is no 
water on the premises, and no way of clearing out the cesspools, 
which were very full and offensive. 

Petty sessions monthly, and transmittals immediate. The 
registry correct, but many committals were missing. The 
illegal practice of lodging and detaining prisoners in the 
bridewell without any written committal , prevails here according 
to the keeper’s report, extensively. The local inspector visits 
occasionally. Dietary, per head — males, 5 d.; females, 4 \d. 
Keeper's salary , £10. 

Felton F. W. IIervey, Inspector-General 
PS. — Since the above was in type I have received, with sur- 
prise and regret, the following copy of a resolution adopted by 
the Board on the 29th of November: — “That in reference. to 
the Inspector-General’s minute of the 18th October, a majority 
of the Board is of opinion, that, while they admit the importance 
and advantage of adopting the separate system, they believe 
the means proposed are entirely inadequate to obtain such aft 
object,” — F. F. W. H . 
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County of Kildare Gaol, at Athy. — Visited the 20th of 
November, 1855. 



State. 



Denomination of Class. 


No. 


n each Class. 


No. Sick in Hospital. 


Males. 


Females 


Total. 


Males. | Females 


Total. 


Untried. 














For Felony, 


_ 


2 


2 


_ 


_ 


_ 


,, Larceny, .... 


- 


2 


2 


_ 


- 


_ 


Deserters, 


1 


- 


1 


- 




- 


Tried. 

Cases Disposed of at Assizes and 
Sessions. 

Of Felony or Larceny : — 














To Transportation, 


_ 


2 


2 


_ 


_ 




To Penal Servitude, . 


_ 


7 


7 




1 


1 


To Imprisonment, 


7 


2 


9 


- 


1 


1 


Disposed of Summarily. 














For Larceny, .... 


3 


4 


7 


_ 




.. 


In default of Bail, .... 


2 




2 








Other Misdemeanors, 


2 


_ 


2 








Vagrants, 


1 


_ 


1 




_ 




Drunkards, 




1 


1 


- 


- 




Gross Totals, . 


16 


20 


36 


- 


2 


2 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified, at the time of 
Inspection. 





1 




Ages. 






— 


10 Years and 
under. 


16 Years and 
above 10. 


20 Years and 
above 16. 


Felons convicted, 

Committed for trial at Assizes and 


M. 


F. 


M. 


p. 


M. 


F. 


- 




1 


1 


2 


1 


Sessions — Felons, . 


_ 


_ 








i 


Vagrants, .... 


_ 








1 


Twice imprisoned, . 




_ 1 


_ 




1 




Three times imprisoned, . 


" 






- 


1 





. • ouujuiueu x-e turns oi me xotais in custody on tne day oi 

inspection, and on the corresponding days in the three preced- 
es yodrs, although exhibiting a considerable improvement in 
the present year, do not show that steady and progressive 
diminution in the amount of crime observable elsewhere : 



November 20, 1852, 
Ditto, 1853, 

Ditto, 1854, 

Ditto, 1855, 



, 67 
. 40 
. 59 
. 36 



During the earlier months of the current year very little 
change took place in the numbers; but latterly the decrease, 
especially in the males, lias been 'extensive. Tlie females, who, 
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South on the clay of inspection, were more numerous than the males 
District. arGi j n a g re at measure, supplied from the neighbouring camp 
County of at the Curragh ; but it must be borne in mind that nine out of 
Kildare GaoU f] ie twenty in custody were convicts, and as such of right 
belonging to Government Prisons. Crimes of an aggravated 
nature, and offences against the person, have become very rare, 
as have also vagrancy and workhouse offences, but petty 
larcenies now abound. It is with much regret that I report 
the great and growing increase of drunkenness, as proved by 
the extraordinary fact that, in January, February, and March 
of 1855, only eight persons were committed as drunkards, 
whereas in April, May, June, and July, there were twenty- 
seven; and in August, September, and October, no less than 
thirty- three such committals. Juvenile delinquents are fewer 
than formerly. 

The committals in 1854 were — males, 252 ; females, 147. 

The re-committals — Once — males, 7 ; females, 4. Twice 

males, 6; females, 10. Thrice — males, 1. Total — males, 14: 
females, 14. 

Average daily number — mates, 27JJJ ; females, 22|||. Highest 
at any one time — males, 41 ; females, 29. Lowest ditto — males, 
16 ; females, 15. 

The committals in 1855, up to the 20th of November were — 
males, 193; females, 116. 

Re-committals — Once — males, 14; females, 2. Twice — 
males, 3; females, 1. Thrice — females, 2. Four times — 
females, 2. Total — males, 17; females, 7. 

These figures mark little change or improvement in the last 
two years; but as compared with the committals for 1853, they 
exhibit a considerable increase amongst the males, and a small 
decrease in the females. 



Accommodation . 



M. 

Yards, . . .4 


E. ] 
2 


Chapels, 


M. F. 

. 1 


l)ay Rooms, . . 4 


2 


Kitchens, . 


. 1 


Solitary Cells, . .2 


1 


Store Rooms, 


2 


Single Cells, . . 22 


12 


Laundries, 


*. - 1 


Sleeping Rooms, . . 2 


1 


Pumps and Wells, 


. 1 


No. of Beds in Rooms, 6 


3 





I found the prison throughout in good repair, clean, and 
well ventilated (except in the marshalseas), and dry, — the flags 
are, however, said to weep in rainy weather. A fresh supply 
of blankets had lately been issued, and by quilting two together, 
those that were too thin were being made available. No 
sheets are at present used; they would be found to be pro- 
ductive of cleanliness and health, and of economy, by saving 
the blankets. Good water is raised by the crank-pump, and 
abundantly supplied by pipes to every yard; there are no 
regular baths or lavatories, but buckets and towels are furnished 
in each ward, and there is a large tub which is used occa- 
sionally as a bath, but washing on admission is not general. 
The sewers are effective and clearable by flushing. There is 
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a good 'kitchen, and small, but convenient laundry, in which is 
a mangle. There are no work or school rooms. The chapel 
has been considerably enlarged, and under it a store-room and 
two additional male cells have been constructed. There is no 
hospital or reception-room — both very serious wants. The 
accommodation being so limited, especially as regards the 
females, classification is of necessity imperfect. 

The males, exclusive of debtors, are divided into three classes 
only — tried felons, including convicts, other tried prisoners, 
and untried. Master and pauper debtors inhabit the same 
apartments, and the untried are not invariably separated 
from the tried. The juveniles are associated with the adults 
in the several classes. For the future, when the numbers will 
permit, all are to take their meals and to sleep singly — a 
decided improvement upon association at such times. The 
females, exclusive of debtors, are merely divided into two 
classes according to character — one class being composed of 
prostitutes. There being only twelve cells for this sex, a separa- 
tion even at meals and at night is impossible. 

All the prisoners were adequately clothed in prison dresses, 
and their general appearance and discipline were very satis- 
factory. The governor always attends the lock-up, but there 
is no patrol or inspection later than ten p.m. There were 
twenty punishments in 1854, all by order of the governor, and 
none requiring particular comment. 

During 1854 eight males were sentenced to whipping. 

Employ inent. 

Males . — Punitive labour — crank-pump, shot-drill, and stone- 
breaking ; productive labour — mat-making, brush-making, clog- 
making, shoe-making, tailoring, and ordinary repairs of prison. 

Females. — Oakum-picking, spinning, knitting, washing, and 
making up dresses for prison. 

None of the materials for clothing are manufactured in the 
prison, but the dresses are generally made up by prison 
labour, as are also other necessaries. Considering the small 
number of hands, very creditable activity is displayed in this 
department. 

The total of net profit produced by articles disposed of out- 
side the gaol for the last two vears was — 1853, £7 7 s. 2 d.\ 
1854, £8 56-. 7 d. 





Stock at the Time of Inspection. 




Pairs Blankets, 


. 84 1 


Trowsers, 


. 46 


Bed-ticks, 


. 88 ! 


Caps, 


. 53 


Shirts, 


. 94 i 


Pairs Shoes, . 


. 24 


Jackets, 


. 58 


Clogs, Pairs, . 


. 'lo 



Schools . — All of both sexes who are not too old to learn, are 
instructed for an hour daily by the turnkeys and matrons, in 
reading, writing, and arithmetic. Instruction conducted on 
such a system is necessarily very imperfect, for the salaries 
are not sufficient to secure the services of officers competent 
to teach as well as to discharge their ordinary duties. Registries 
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of progress are kept, but as they are not tested by the 
chaplains, who indeed take no cognizance of the schools, they 
are of little avail; ’ * 

Number attending school in 1854 — Males, 102; females 49 
Average daily number — Males, 15 ; females, 12. 

Dietary. — Males. — Breakfast — 8 oz. meal and J pint new 
milk. Dinner — 14 oz. bread and 1 pint new milk. 

Females. — Breakfast — 7 oz. meal and 4 pint new milk 
Dinner — 12 oz. bread and j pint new milk. 

Males and females under 10 years of age. — Breakfast— 5 oz. 
meal and £ pint new milk. Dinner — 8 oz. bread and 1 pint 
gruel. Supper — 4 oz. bread. Gruel for dinner twice a week. 

Contracts. — Bread, Hd. per lb.; oatmeal, 17s. Grf. per cwt.’ 
Indian meal, 15s. per cwt.; new milk, 6 d. per gallon; salt! 
2Jc7. per stone; turf, Is. per kish; candles, moulds, 8s. per 
dozen lbs. ; dips, 6s. 8 d. per do. 

Net cost of dietary for each prisoner on the day of inspection 
and on the corresponding day in the last three years— 1852 
-rirf - ; 1853, ; 1854, 3 thd . ; 1855, 3fffM. 

An extra allowance of 4 oz. of bread is issued daily to each 
female employed in spinning, an indulgence which appeal’s to 
be excessive,^ as labour of that description is not considered 
very exhaustive. 

There were no complaints of the provisions, but the stirabout, 
which I tasted, appeared to be smoked. An alteration about 
to be made in the time occupied in boiling it will probably 
correct this defect for the future. 

The chaplains are said to inspect the food regularly, but the 
Protestant chaplain alone makes any entry of the performance 
of such duty, and his inspection appears ordinarily to be made 
on a Sunday, whereas by sec.. 69 of the Prisons’ Act, the 
chaplains are required to visit twice in every week, exclusive of 
their attendance on Sunday, and by alternate weeks to inspect 
the provisions. 

Books and Accounts . — All the books, including the forms 
prescribed by the Court of Queen’s Bench, are kept with very 
laudable care. The hospital books were reported to be at the 
apothecary’s, therefore I had no means of judging if any 
improvement with regard to the ordering of extra diet had 
taken place, ihere is but one visiting book for all purposes. 
It is very desirable that each officer, or at least each chaplain, 
should keep separate records of attendance. The accounts are 
clear and explicit. 

Total cost of gaol, including dietary and salaries, for the last 
three years was— 1852, £877 Is. Id.; 1853, £870 10s. 6r/.; 
1854, £918 8s. 3d. 



OJjlcers and Salaries. 

A. G. Judge, Local Inspector, 

W. B. Clayton, M.D., Surgeon, 

Rev. W. Jameson, Protestant Chaplain, . 
Rev. A. Quin, Roman Catholic do., 
Samuel Conolly, Governor, 



£ s , d. 
. 27 13 10 
.25 0 0 
. 27 13 10 
. 27 13 10 
. 100 0 0 
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£ 


s. 


d. 


George Holmes, Turnkey, 


. 30 


0 


0 


Richard Johnston, do., 


. 20 


0 


0 


Peter Lowry, do., 


. 20 


0 


0 


John Campbell, do., 


. 20 


0 


0 


Mrs. Kate Conolly, Matron, 


. 20 


0 


0 


Elizabeth Whelan, Deputy-Matron, . 


6 


0 


0 



All the intern officers are paid monthly, and receive the gaol 
allowance. The turnkeys are supplied with a uniform; two 
of them are handicraftsmen — a shoemaker and a carpenter. In 
June last a new head turnkey was appointed at a salary of 
£30. The governor was absent on business in Dublin, by 
permission of the Board. 

Officers Visits in 1854. — Local Inspector, 106 ; Surgeon, &c., 
09; Protestant Chaplain, 70; Roman Catholic Chaplain, 145. 

An examination of the number of visits will show that the 
Protestant Chaplain does not attend as often as is directed by 
the Prisons’ Act. 

Hospitals. — There are no regular hospitals, but the marshal- 
seas are used for the reception of patients ; they are, however, 
devoid of water-closets, baths, and other requisites for the 
proper treatment of the sick. I found three females recovering 
from fever, but the gaol generally had been healthy. 



No. of Sick. 

1852, . 119 

1853, . 151 

1854, . 87 



Cost of Medicine. Deaths. 

£ 5. d. 

11 16 9 . . - 

9 19 7 . . - 

13 10 1 . .1 



Many, however, of the cases were merely slight indispositions. 



Hoard of Superintendence. 



The Duke of Leinster. 
Lord Naas. 

Marquis of Kildare. 
Edward Beauman, Esq. 
Rev. P. S. Trench. 

B. L. Lefroy, Esq. 



W. Pv. Bulwer, Esq. 

G-. P. L. Mansfield, Esq. 
Thomas FitzGerald, Esq. 
Thomas Cooke, Esq. 
Michael Aylmer, Esq. 
Hugh L. Barton, Esq. 



The Board meets regularly every month for the transaction 
of general business. The contracts are discharged at each 
assizes, but all other bills are paid monthly, through the 
medium of cheques, which are distributed by the governor, 
who returns the receipts at the next meeting of the Board. 

General Observations. — The gaol generally was in a very 
creditable condition, and it is conducted with very praise- 
worthy care, but its many imperfections of construction 
prevent the application of improved prison discipline and 
management. The absence of hospitals, workrooms, and 
schoolrooms, and the limited amount of accommodation, which 
precludes due classification, are serious evils; and it is to be 
hoped that if the gaols of the comity Kildare are to be con- 
tinued on their present footing, some steps may soon be taken 
to enable Athy gaol to compete on more equal terms with other 
establishments of a like nature. 

Felton F. W. Hervey, Inspector-General. 



South 

District. 

County of 
Kildare Gaol , 
at Athy. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




224 



South 

District. 

County of 
Kildare Gaol , 
at Naan. 



Appendix to Thirty -fourth Report of 

County of Kildare Gaol, at Naas — Visited on the 7th or 
December, 1855. 



State. 



Denomination of Class. 


No. 


in each Class. 


No. Sick in Hospital. 


Males. 


Females | Total. 


Males. 


j Female 


| Total. 


Master Debtors, 


2 


71 ~ 




[ 


' ~ 


Pauper Debtors, . 


1 


- i i 


- 


: 




Untried. 












For Felony, . 


2 










,, Larceny, 

,, Misdemeanors, 


8 

2 


7 ■ 15 


- 


: 




,, Deserters, . 


8 


- j s 




- 




Tried. 












Cases disposed of at Assizes and 




: 








Sessions. 




j 








Of Felony or Larceny : 




1 








To Transportation, 




l 1 i 








To Penal Servitude, . . ' 


- 


5 !• 5 




7 




To Imprisonment, . . ’ 


12 


4 16 


~ 


- 




Of Misdemeanors, &c. , . 


6 


1 ! 7 


-■ 


- 


- 


Disposed of Summarily. 












In default of Bail, (vagrants) 


- 


6 ! 6 








Non-payment of Fines & Penalties, 


4 


3 1 7 








Vagrants, 


1 


- i 1 


: 


- 


- 


Gross Totals, . 


45 I 


29 j 74 


2 


- 


2 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified, at the time of 
Inspection. 










Ages. 








10 Years and 
under. 


16 Years and 
above 10. 


20 Years and 
above 16. 


Felons convicted, .... 
Committed for trial at assizes and 
sessions — Felons, 

Misdemeanants, .... 
Summary convictions, . 

Vagrants, 

Twice imprisoned. 


M. 


F. 


M. 

1 


F. 


M. 

2 

4 

1 


F. 

1 

1 

3 

J 



The subjoined returns of the totals in custody on the day of 
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inspection, and on the corresponding days in the three preced- 
ing years, a fiord melancholy proof that crime has of late 
increased in amount. 



7 tli^of December, 1852, 


. '. 104 


Ditto, 1853, 


. 74 


Ditto, 1854, 


. 58 


Ditto, 1855, 


. 74 



The same conclusion will be drawn from an examination of 
the committals for the last two years. 

Committals — 1854; males, 310 ; females, 164. 1855, up to 

December 7 ; males, 330 ; females, 202. 

Whence it appears that the increase is especially observable 
in female crime. 

In the re-committals a slight improvement has taken place. 

Ke-committals— 1854 : Once — males, 11 ; females, 14. Twice 
—males, 3 ; females, 10. Thrice— males, 1 ; females, 4. Four- 
times or more — males, none ; females, 5. Total — males, 15 ; 
females, 33. 1855, up to December 7 — Once : males, 0 ; 

females, 10. Twice — males, 4 ; females, 6. Thrice — males, 
1 ; females, 3. Four times, and more — males, none ; females, 1. 
Total — males, 1 1 ; females, 20. 

Although crime has positively increased in amount latterly, 
in nature it has undergone a favourable change. Offences 
against the person and the more serious crimes have become 
comparatively rare. Petty larcenies, misdemeanors, and 
vagrancy abound ; but the prevalence of these offences is in 
great measure attributable to the proximity of the camp at the 
Curragh. From this source many vagrants were committed to 
this gaol in the early part of the year ; but in this class, there 
has of late been some reduction. In drunkenness there has 
been little change in the present, as compared with the last, 
year ; but this crime has not been nearly so rife in the autumn 
as in the summer months, and it may therefore be hoped, that 
some improvement in this respect is taking place. 

There has also been a slight decrease in juvenile crime. 

Average for 1854.' — Average daily number; males, 35; 
females, 28. Highest at any one time — males, 47 ; females, 33. 
Lowest ditto — males, 28 ; females, 18. Average daily number 
in hospital — males, 1 ; females, 2. 

Mr. Connolly, the newly-appointed governor, had only 
arrived at the gaol on the day preceding my visit. The late 
governor had left ; and there being then no deputy-governor, 
my information was chiefly derived from the turnkeys, who were, 
of course, very imperfectly acquainted with many points into 
which I wished to inquire. 



»r. r. 

. 3 2 

. 4 
Q 






Accommodation. 



Wards, 

Yards, 



10 



2 I Day Rooms, 

2 1 Solitary Cells, 



South 

District. 

County of 
Kildare Gaol, 
at Naas. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




226 



Appendix to Thirty-fourth Report of 



South 

District. 

County of 
Kildare Gaol, 
' at Naas. 



M. 

Single Cells, . . 28 

Single Cells, of larger 
size, . . .12 

Cells to contain three 

persons, . . .5 

Sleeping Rooms, . . 2 

No. of Beds in such 
Rooms, . . .1 

Hospital Rooms, . . 1 



13 



2 

2 

1 

2 



Chapels, . . 

Workshops, 
Kitchens, . 

Store Rooms, 
Laundries, . 
Lavatories, . 
Baths, 

Pumps and Wells, 



M. 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 



F. 



1 

1 

1 

1 



I regret that I cannot report favourably of the condition of 
this prison. I found it dry and well ventilated, but in otter 
respects much repair was required. There were holes in the 
walls of several of the yards, bricks having been pulled out, and 
consequently the prison was not secure ; many panes of glass 
were broken in the cells of the female prison, and from this 
cause these cells were very cold; the privies were without 
exception in a filthy and offensive state, and the seats of some 
were broken ; the sewerage is utterly inefficient, although a new 
main sewer has within the last year been constructed at con- 
siderable expense ; there is an open cesspool immediately under 
the laundry windows, which at the time of my visit contained 
a quantity of putrid matter, from which the stench was most 
abominable; there are no eaves-shoots, and so the rain-water 
from the roofs falls not only into the yards, but into the area 
which encircles the basement floor, where are situated the 
laundry, kitchen, stores, &c. Every fire-place was smoking 
badly. . The building was wanting in that cleanliness which is 
ordinarily a characteristic of Irish gaols. However, it is only 
fair to state, that in this respect the female prison and one ward 
of the male prison were in much better condition than the rest 
of the gaol. The bedsteads and wood work of the female prison 
required painting. The bed tickens and pillows supplied to 
the males were excessively dirty, and some of the blankets were 
bad. The cause assigned for this state of things was, the 
inadequate supply of bedding which prevented due change and 
washing. Sheets are used in the hospital only: if every bed 
were supplied with them, it would be found to conduce to 
health and cleanliness, and to economy, by saving much of the 
wear and tear of the blankets. Water is raised by a force-pump 
and distributed by pipes to all the yards, which are supplied 
with troughs and towels ; some of the pipes were very leaky- 
Lavatories in connexion with each yard, and fitted with basins 
and foot-tubs, have been erected ; but, owing to a dispute with 
the contractor, had notbeen used up to the day ofmy visit. There 
are two baths in the hospital, but washing on admission to the 
prison is not invariable. There is no reception-room, a want, 
which, in the event of the prevalence of any epidemic disease, 
would be severely felt. 

Eighteen of the male cells are heated with hot air— in them 
approximative separation is carried on. 
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The chapel was undergoing a thorough repair. 

Amongst the males classification according to the prescrip- 
tion of the Prisons’ Act is maintained. Formerly the eighteen 
cells partially adapted to separation were occupied by juveniles, 
but latterly tried felons and those summarily convicted have 
been confined in them. All the males take their meals in 
separation, hut all do not sleep singly, although the number 
of cells is sufficient at present for this very desirable arrange- 
ment. I found three men employed in the kitchen, two of whom 
were felons, and one a misdemeanant. Not only is such an 
admixture of criminals of totally distinct denominations in 
direct contravention of the Prisons’ Act, but it is a universal 
rule that prisoners convicted of heavy offences, such as felony, 
should not be employed as wardsmen. 

The females are merely divided into two classes, the tried 
and untried. 

There being only sixteen cells for this sex, uninterrupted 
association, and consequent moral corruption, are unavoidable. 
As many, however, as the number of cells will allow, take their 
meals in separation. 

The general appearance of the prisoners was satisfactory, 
and their clothing adequate, but the supply of prison dresses 
in store was very scanty ; provision in this respect ought to be 
made for the contingency of an increase in the number of pri- 
soners. With regard to discipline, the mere fact that in the 
wall of one yard a hole had been made, and a stick introduced 
into it, thereby affording easy means of escape from that yard, 
is proof sufficient that considerable and reprehensible laxity 
had prevailed. The late governor is stated to have usually 
attended the lock-up. There is no night patrol or inspection. 
There were fifty-one punishments for prison offences in the 
past year — all, except two, inflicted by order of the governor. 

The solitary cells are intended to be supplied with heat from 
the hospital, but owing to some defect in the flues I found that 
latterly it had been impossible to heat these cells. So long as 
this defect continues unremedied, I consider that these cells 
are unfit for occupation in winter. 

Employment. — Males, stonebreaking (occasional), pumping 
water, prison duties, shot-drill (only for soldiers). Females — 
sewing, knitting, washing for prison. 

Meagre as is the foregoing schedule, I regret to report that 
the actual employment of the males on the day of my visit fell 
far short of it. Stonebreaking was at a stand-still, there being 
no stones; and the only work of any sort that was going on 
was shoemaldng, by two felons, adepts in that craft, who were 
working for the local inspector. The pauper marshalsea is 
used as a work-room for such purposes. The prison clothing 
has been made up from time to time in the prison ; but none of 
the turnkeys being handicraftsmen, such works can only be 
carried on when any of the prisoners happen to be tailors or 
shoemakers. The females were chiefly employed in washing. 

Q 2 
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There appears to have been no profit derived from articles 
disposed of outside the gaol, for the last two years. 



Stock a 

Pairs Blankets, . 

Pairs Sheets, 

Bugs, 

Hammocks or Cots, . 
Bed-ticks, . 



the Time of Inspection. 

. 110 ! Shirts, 

9-|j Jackets, . 

8 ! Trowsers, . 

- | Caps, 

. 7 8 | Pairs Shoes (Clogs), 



70 

41 

so 

70 

46 



Schools . — The males are taught by the schoolmaster for three 
hours daily, in reading, writing, and arithmetic — the instruction 
is given in the chapel — the females are similarly instructed by 
the matron. The male Begistry of Progress is good, and is 
tested from time to time by the Protestant chaplain. The 
female Begistry appeared not to have been kept lately. Ownm 
to the confusion which prevailed in the gaol, I was unable to 
obtain satisfactory information as to the real condition of this 
department. 



Number attending school during the year 1 854 — males, 109; 
females, 87. Average number attending daily — males, 10; 
females, 7. 

Dietary. — Breakfast — 1st class — 8 oz. meal in stirabout, 4 
pint new milk. 2nd Class— 7 oz. do. in do., % pint do. 3rd 
Class — 5 oz. do. in do., % pint do. 

Dinner. — 1st Class — 14 oz. brown bread, 1 pint new milk. 
2nd. Class — 12 oz. do., f pint new milk. 3rd Class — 10 oz. do., 
•| pint new milk. 



Prisoners under one month’s imprisonment get 1 pint of 
gruel for dinner instead of milk. All prisoners get gruel instead 
of milk for dinner on Mondays and Fridays in each week. 

Contracts. — Bread, 8 \d. per 4 lbs. ; oatmeal, £14 15s. per 
ton; new milk, 5 d. per gallon; buttermilk, 2 \d. per do.; salt, 
2 \d. per stone; coals, 19s. 6 d. per ton; straw, £2 per ton; can- 
dles, 8d. per lb.; soap, white, 35s. per cwt. ; brown, 28s. per do. 

Net cost of dietary for each prisoner on the day of inspec- 
tion and on the corresponding day in the last three vears — 
1852, Hd.; 1853,2 ±d.; 1854; 2 5 g d.; 1855, 

There were no complaints of the provisions, which are stated 
to be regularly inspected by the chaplains ; but as all visits 
and remarks of all officers are entered in one visiting book, it 
is very difficult to test the regularity of the performance of such 
duties. It is very desirable that each chaplain should have a 
separate visiting book, in which to enter his inspections of 
provisions, the quality of which should in each instance be 
noticed. 



Books and. Accounts . — Great irregularity prevailed amongst 
the books. None of the books ordered by the Court of Queen’s 
Bench to be kept in all gaols were of the prescribed form. 
The General Beport of the Inspectors- General of Prisons for 
1851, contains authorized copies of the forms required to be 
kept, and detailed directions for their use ; and, therefore, there 
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can be no difficulty in conforming to the legal prescription. 
But even the books in use had been very negligently kept, for 
in the Daily Consumption Book, the most important of all, no 
entry had been made from the 23 rd of March to the 16 ih of 
May, inclusive. Under these circumstances, it was utterly use- 
less to attempt to check the expenditure or accounts, which 
were said to have been kept by the late governor. The 
medical officer’s book, although it contains entries, under the 
doctor’s hand, of all orders for the issue of extra diet, is not 
sufficiently explicit in its dates to afford full facility^ for check- 
ing the provision account. There are no by-laws, a want which 
might occasion much inconvenience. 

The total cost of the gaol, including dietary and salaries, 
for the last three years was — 1852, £1,405 11s. 7d . ; 1853, 
£1,282 3,?. 8 cl . ; 1854, £1,564 18s. 9 d. 



Officers and Salaries. 



Rev. Walter de Burgh, Local Inspector, 

Same Protestant Chaplain, 

Rev. Gerald Doyle, Roman Catholic Chaplain, 
James Kellett, Esq., Surgeon, . 

Robert S. Hayes, Esq., Apothecary, . 

Mr. Samuel Connolly, Governor, 

Miss Ellen Drill, Matron, 

Jane Drill, Assistant-Matron, . 

James Tracy, Schoolmaster, 

John Thornberry, Turnkey, 

George Williams, do., 

Michael Donahoe, do., 

William Phayer, do., 

James Lytle, Baker do., 

William Greer, do., do., 



£ 


s. 


cl. 


37 


18 


4 


27 


13 


10 


27 


13 


10 


40 


0 


0 


30 


0 


0 


160 


0 


0 


20 


0 


0 


6 


0 


0 


20 


0 


0 


20 


0 


0 


20 


0 


0 


20 


0 


0 


20 


0 


0 


20 


0 


0 


20 


0 


0 



All the intern officers receive rations ; the turnkeys are paid 
monthly, and are supplied with uniforms, which, however, at 
the time of my visit were in very bad condition, having been in 
use since September, 1854. Two of the turnkeys are bakers. 

The following changes have taken place amongst the officers 
during the year : a governor, deputy-governor, and turnkey, 
superannuated; a turnkey dismissed; a turnkey (John Smith) 
appointed (since resigned) ; a governor, resigned ; turnkeys 
appointed, James Lytle and "William Greer. Governor ap- 
pointed, Mr. Samuel Connolly. 

Officers Visits . — Local Inspector, 1854, 145; 1855, 118; 
Surgeon, &c., 1854, 276 ; 1855, 246 ; Protestant Chaplain, 1854, 
97 ; 1855, 74 ; Roman Catholic do., 1854, 135 ; 1855, 114. 

Hospitals . — The accommodation for the sick is sufficient : 
but males and females being in the same building with a com- 
mon stairs, communication between the sexes appears to be 
quite practicable. The rooms were clean, but both the water- 
closets were filthy and out of repair. There were two male 



South 

District. 

Comity of 
Kildare Gaol, 
at Naas. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




230 



Appendix to Thirty-fourth Report of 



Dbtmct P atients onl y ™ hospital. The gaol had been healthy and fee 
' ii'om epidemic. 

, County of 

Kildare Gaol, , T . TT 

at Naas. Ho. in Hospital. No. of Days. Cost of Medicine. Deaths. 



1852, 


. 40 


1,196 


17 


4 


a. 

l 


1853, 


. 21 


914 


10 


9 


6 


1854, 


. 31 


S04 


8 


4 


4 



Board of Superintendence. 



His Grace the Duke of Leinster. 
The Most Noble the Marquis of 
Kildare. 

The Right Hon. Lord Viscount 
Naas. 

Edward J. Beauman, Esq. 
Captain Benjamin Lefroy. 



Rev. E. S. Trench. 

George P. L. Mansfield, Esq. 
Nathaniel Barton, Esq. 
Michael Aylmer, Esq. 
Thomas FitzGerald, Esq. 

W. R. Bulwer, Esq. 

Thomas Cooke, Esq. 



The Board does not meet periodically, but only when sum- 
moned by the local inspector ; failures to form a Board, from in- 
sufficiency of attendance, have been frequent during the past 
year, and much inconvenience has resulted therefrom. Con- 
tracts are paid half-yearly, and small bills from time to time, 
through the governor. 

General Observations . — Under this head, I wish merely to 
draw attention to the many points in which I found this gaol 
to be defective. They are — the insufficient accommodation for 
females — the absence of proper artificial heating in the solitary 
cells— -the general inefficiency of the sewerage and piping — 
the dirtiness and insufficiency of the bedding — the slovenliness 
observable in a great portion of the prison — the laxity of discip- 
line — the absence of industrial employment — and above all, 
the carelessness and neglect in the keeping of the books. 

I should not have detailed these defects, if they had not been 
before noticed ; but a reference to Mr. Connellan’s Report for 
1854 will show that in nearly every particular my Report • 
repeats the remarks which he felt called upon to make upon 
the state of the prison. As, however, a new and efficient 
governor has been appointed, and as the Board appears 
disposed to enable him to correct abuses, as well as to supply 
the necessaries which were required, it may confidently be 
expected that great improvement will take place in Naas gaol 
during the ensuing year. 

Felton F. W. Hervey, Inspector -General. 
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County of Kilkenny Gaol. — Visited on the 21st of 
November, 1855. 



State. 





No. in each Class. 


No. Sick in Hospital. 


Denomination of Class. 


Males. ; 


Females 


Total. 


Males. : 


Females 


Total. 


Master Debtors, .... 


2 


- 


2 


- 


- 


- 


Pauper Debtors, .... 






1 








Untried. 




1 








1 


For Felony, 




9 


“ 




„ Larceny, . . • • 


- 










,, Misdemeanors, 














Tried. 














Cases disposed of at Assizes and 














Sessions. 














Of Felony or Larceny: — 














To Transportation, 


“ 




9 








To Penal Servitude, . 


2 










To Imprisonment, 


13 




8 


“ 






Of Misdemeanors, &c., . 












Disposed of Summarily. 














For Larceny, .... 


4 


_ 




“ 






Offences under Larceny Act, 


— 












In default of Bail, 


— 












Non-payment of Fines and Penalties, 


2 


- 


3 








Other Misdemeanors, 




— 








Dangerous Lunatics, 


2 




2 








Total, 


41 


35 


76 


1 ' 


2 


I 2 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified at the time of 
Insfection. 





Ages. 


— 




16 Years ancl | 


20 Y ears and 




under. 


above 10. j 


above 16. 






E. 


M. 


r. 


M. 




Felons convicted, . • • 




- 


4 


1 I 


3 

1 




Misdemeanants convicted, . 


- 


~ 


“ 






Committed for trial at assizes and 














sessions — -Felons, 


- 


“ 


“ 








Summary convictions, . 


“ 


7. 




2 






Twice imprisoned, 


- 


- 


1 




“ 


1 


Three times imprisoned, 


- 


- 










Four times imprisoned, 


- 


** 










Five times imprisoned, and upwards, 















South] 

District. 

County of 
Kilkenny Gaol. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




232 



Appendix to Thirty-fourth Report of 



South 

District. 

County of 
Kilkenny Gaol. 



The totals in custody on the corresponding days of fom. 
consecutive years were : — 3 Ionr 



21st of November, 1852, 
Ditto, 1853,’ 

Ditto, 1854, 

Ditto, 1855, 



. 143 
. 124 
. 71 
. 76 



Although the return for the present thus shows a higher 
number than that for the preceding year, yet it does noUn- 
pear that crime has, on the whole, increased. 
v Committals— 1854: males, 438; females, 178. 1855 to 

November 21: males, 282; females, 126. 

Re-committals— -1854 : Once— males, 26 ; females, 1 0. Twice 
males, 1; females, 1. 1855, to November 21: Once— males 
8; females, 8. Twice— males, 2 females, none. 

brom these figures it may be gathered that the committals 
for the whole of 1855 will be far fewer than in 1854, as “ 
the males, and considerably so as to the- females; amftliat 
n The?eTT lltt?iS / de , cided im P r ovement will be indicated, 
with m f ? mal r cnme llas certainly not kept pace 

with that m the male; but still the disproportion in that 
espect is. not so great here as in the majority of gaols, and 
can occasion no surprise. when the circumstances of the county 
are considered; more especially if reference is made to my 
Report upon the City of Kilkenny Gaol, where female offences 
so lamentably preponderate. Moreover, if the returns of for- 
mei years are examined, the diminution in the amount of crime, 

with ! L IT r T?’ WlU be foimd t0 be very striking; and, 
with the veiy satisfactory improvement exhibited in the re-com- 

has hire P f ^ ves most conclusively that the “ separate system" 

S £» SSr *' “ l “ p— 

natuffhf agam ? *r e ? e . rs , on ’ and crimes of a more aggravated 
and , i “^^nahed, as have also workhouse offences 
in V,° f '] luch ,l aSt two denominations there were none 

Ntferit d> + th | d r y ° f mepecR 011 - Drunkenness has also been 
rfilferiL* * “ de “ llne> P ® tt y larcenies — i.e. small thefts and 

rnllv w ~ n e + lather °? the mcrease. Juvenile crime gene-, 
lally has, of late, somewhat decreased. 

veragesm 1854.— Average daily number: males, 62; females, 

ditto • 7n S l heSt no* c lly °i ne tlme: males > 95 ; females, 39. Lowest 



Accommodation, 



Wards, 

Yards, 

Day Dooms, 
Solitary cells, 



Jr. 

. 14* 
. 3 
. 4 

. 8 



Single Cells, 
Single Cells. 

size, 

Sleeping Rooms, 



of larger 



+ TRnI! ar f, six °? th , ese fourteen in the old prison 
t These cells are m the old prison, not heated. 



104 88 

. 47+ - 
4 .1 
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K 

No. of Beds in sucli 

. Rooms, . . .5 

Hospital Rooms, . . 2 

Obapels, . . .1 

Workshops, . . 3 

Kitchens, . . .1 

Store Rooms, . . 6 

The building was throughout clean, in good repair, and toler- 
ably fyee from damp, the defective water pipes having been 
much improved. The supply of water has not failed during the 
current year. The ground sewerage .is effective, but the soil- 
pipes from the water-closets in the cells are often choked, owing 
to their want of sufficient slope. The ventilation of the new 
prison is very indifferent : the cells, generally, were very close, 
and some quite offensive; and apparently this defect can only 
be removed by mi entire alteration of the windows, one 
pane only of which at present opens, and consequently the 
amount of fresh air thereby admitted is quite inadequate. The 
•ventilation of the old prison also is defective. The chimneys 
of the governor’s apartments continue to smoke badly. The 
locks of the cells of the new prison are reported to be of a bad 
description ; indeed, principally from this cause the governor 
considers these cells to be so insecure, that he is in the habit- 
of confining those charged with aggravated offences in the old 
gaol. The laundry and pump are not fitted with partitions, so 
that the system of separation is interrupted in those depart- 
ments where association necessarily prevails. It is very de- 
sirable that this obstacle to “ entire separation” should be re- 
moved. All the cells of the new prison are fitted with water- 
closets and lavatories ; and there is also a lavatory in the old 
gaol. There are good reception-rooms, and baths in which 
all are washed on admission, and weekly during their in- 
carceration. 

Ihe supply of bedding and blankets was good and ample, 
but sheets are used in the hospital only. If each bed were 
furnished with them, much advantage would accrue in health, 
cleanliness, and also in econonw, b} r saying part of the wear 
and tear of the blankets. 

debt' 116 Separate s 3 rstem is applied to all prisoners, except 

The general, appearance and state of the clothing of the pri- 
soners was satisfactory, and due discipline is enforced. The 
governor always attends the lock-up ; and one turnkey patrols 
a night, but there is no tell-tale clock to test his vigilance. 

. I ae punishments for prison offences in 1854 were 113; and 
m 1855, up to the 21st of November, 43 — all, except one, in- 
flicted by order of the governor. 

, ^ Employment. — Males. — Punitive labour is supplied by the 
tread- wheel, the crank-pump, and by shot-drill; productive 
a Jour consists of mat-making, weaving, shoemaking, tailoring, 



Laundries, . 
Lavatories, . 

Baths, 

Fumigating Rooms, 
Reception Rooms, 
Bumps and Wells, 
Tread-wheels, 
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South brush -making, and prison duties. Females. — Carding, wind- 

District. brig, knitting, spinning, washing for prison, repairing prison 
County of dresses, &c. The numbers being happily so small, all avail- 
KUkenny Gaol. a ^ e hands are required for prison duties, and for the manufac- 
ture and maldng up of prison clothes and necessaries ; so that 
nothing has been disposed of outside the gaol during the last 
two years: 



Stock at tlie Time of Inspection. 



Pairs Blankets, . 


. 258 


Shirts, 


E 109 


Pairs Sheets, 


. 9 


Jackets, 


. 84 


Rugs, 


. 291 


Trowsers, . 


. 80 


Hammocks or Cots, . 


. 104 


Caps, 


. 32 


Bed-ticks, . 


. 106 


Pairs Shoes, 


. 107 



Schools. — Instruction in reading, writing, and arithmetic is 
given to the males by the schoolmaster, and to the females by 
the matron, for two hours daily. The pupils are placed in the 
doorways of the cells, and the teacher, standing in the centre 
of the corridor, superintends the whole, and is able to prevent, 
in a great measure, communication. These schools appear to 
be very well conducted, and many of the pupils have attained 
considerable proficiency. Registries of progress are kept, and 
are tested from time to time by the chaplains, who frequently 
visit this department. 

Number attending school in 1854 — Males, 375 ; females, 100. 
Average daily number — Males, 22; females, 9. 

Dietary. — Males. — Breakfast — 4 oz. oatmeal and 4 oz. Indian 
meal in stirabout, with ^ pint new milk. Females — Breakfast 
— 3j oz. oatmeal and 3J oz. Indian meal in stirabout, with \ 
pint new milk. 

Males. — Dinner — 14 oz. brown bread, with 1 pint new milk. 
Females — 12 oz. brown bread, with f pint new milk. 

Monthly prisoners receive a pint of gruel every day in hen of 
milk for dinner. 

All prisoners receive one pint gruel two days per week for 
dinner in lieu of milk. 

Contracts. — Bread, Id. per 4 lbs. ; oatmeal, 17s. per cwt. ; 
Indian meal, lls. 9 cl. per cwt. ; meat, 4 \d. per lb. ; new milk, 
6 \d. per gallon; buttermilk, 3d. per gallon; salt, 2s. Qd. 
per cwt. ; coals, 22s. 3d. per ton ; turf, Is. 3d. per box, of 
20 stone ; straw, 25«. per ton ; candles, 3^d. per lb. ; soap, 
285. per cwt. 

Net cost of dietary for each prisoner on the day of inspec- 
tion, and on the corresponding day in the last three years— 
1852, 2 %d.\ 1853, 2 £d.; 1854, 2| d.; 1855, Z\d. 

There were no complaints of the provisions, which are duly 
inspected by the chaplains; on tasting the bread, however, 
I was decidedly of opinion that it was of very inferior quality, 
but I was assured that this was the only instance in which it 
had been in any respect indifferent. The bread is supplied 
from the town by contract, which provides that it should be 
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made entirely of whole flour. It is very desirable that a 
visiting-book should be set apart specially for the record of the 
inspection of provisions ; at present all visits of all officers are 
in one book. 

Books and Accounts . — All the books, including those pre- 
scribed by the Court of Queen’s Bench, and the accounts, are 
kept with very laudable care and accuracy, and tally exactly. 
The medical officer’s books are peculiarly satisfactory, and 
contain very explicit entries of all orders of extra and hospital 
diet. 

The total cost of the gaol, including dietary and salaries, 
for the last three years was — 1852, £1,867 175. 7 d.; 1853, 
£1,814 25. 11 id.; 1854, £1,794 25. Id. 



Officers and Salaries. [; 

S ' £ 

Colonel Thomas Jones, Local Inspector, . . 80 

E. Hunt Robbins, Governor, .... 240 
Rev. A. B. Perry, Protestant Chaplain, . . 46 

Rev. John Gorman, Roman Catholic Chaplain, . 46 
Robert Cane, h.d., Physician, . . . .65 

Willian Lee, First Turnkey, . . . .37 

Thomas Whelan, do., . . . .30 

Michael Leonard, do., . . . .30 

Thomas Ireland, do., . . . .30 

Michael Murray, do., . . . .30 

Thomas M'Cullagh, do., . . . .30 

Thomas Maxwell, do., . . . .30 

James Leonard, do., . . . .30 

Michael Curran, Clerk and Schoolmaster, . . 30 

Mrs. Jane Hoey, Matron, 30 

Margaret Wills, Assistant-Matron, . . .18 



s. d. 
0 0 
0 0 
3 0 
3 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 



None of the officers receive rations ; the turnkeys are paid 
monthly, and are supplied with uniform. Amongst them are 
men capable of instructing in weaving, tailoring, shoemaking, 
carpentering, &c. 

Officers' Visits . — Local Inspector, 270; Surgeon, &c., 201; 
Protestant Chaplain, 246 ; Homan Catholic do., 182. 

This large number of visits bears additional testimony to 
the attentive zeal which prevails amongst the officials of this 
gaol. 

Hospitals .—' There were only two female patients in the 
hospitals, which were in excellent order, and contain adequate 
accommodation for the sick of both sexes. The gaol had been 
healthy and free from epidemic. 



No. in Hospital. No. of Days. 

1852, . 82 . 2,303 

1853, . 106 . 1,486 

1854, . S3 . 1,201 



Cost of Medicine. Deaths. 
£ s. d. 

53 17 4 . 9 

46 2 10 

28 10 4 . 2 
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Callan. 
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Lord James Butler. 

Sir John Blunden, Bart. 
Colonel Henry Wemyss. 
Michael Smith wick, Esq. 
John Power, Esq. 

John Newport Greene, Esq. 



Board of Superintendence. 



Richard Wheeler, Esq. 
William B. Blunden, Esq. 
James Burnham, Esq. 
William Lloyd Flood, Esq. 
William Francis Finn, Esq. 
John Walsh, Esq. 



The Board meets monthly for the transaction of general 
business, and at each assizes the accounts are examined and 
discharged by cheques payable to the parties. 

Bridewells. 



Thomas/own . — No prisoners here; forty-three in the last 
quarter. Dietary £d. for both sexes. Committals and registry 
correct. No long detentions, the transmittals being immediate. 
The local inspector visits from time to time, but the magis- 
trates attending petty sessions do so frequently. There is no 
inspection book. The building was clean, and the bedding 
sufficient for the present average of inmates, although many of 
the cells, which amount to twenty, are unsupplied with bed 
furniture. Some panes of glass were wanting, and whitewash 
was required. Eave-shoots ought to be attached to the roof, in 
order to prevent the flooding, in wet weather, of the narrow 
passage between the bridewell and the court-house. There is 
no exercising yard for either sex. The sewers of the privies 
allocated to the prisoners are stopped, and an escape took place 
in consequence : one of the male prisoners, who had been con- 
ducted to the keeper’s privy, which is quite insecure, having 
found means to make liis way over the circuit wall. 

Callan. — No, prisoners; thirty- six in the last quarter, of 
whom sixteen were drunkards. The building was throughout 
clean and orderly, and well supplied with bedding and blankets, 
biit the yards were weedy and otherwise untidy. There is ho 
water on the premises, or allowance for fetching it. The sewers 
are effective, but the privies can only be emptied by carrying 
out the soil through the house. No alteration having been 
made, the accommodation continues to be both inadequate and 
imperfect; there is no division-wall between the male and 
female yards. Petty sessions are fixed to be held every three 
weeks, but are not regular, eight weeks having once elapsed 
without any such court being held. Transmittals are imme- 
diate, and registry and committals correct. The local 
inspector does not visit. Dietary, o\d. per head for both sexes. 
The salary of llie keeper here, as also at Urlingford, remains 
at its original inadequate rate. It has often been reported that 
<£l0 Irish per annum is manifestly insufficient to support a 
man who is specially debarred from following any other trade 
or occupation; and the prices of all necessaries of life being this 
year peculiarly high, it is now more than ever necessary that 
the , salaries of these officers should be raised. 

Felton F. W. Hekvey, Inspector- General 
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City of Kilkenny Gaol. — Visited 21st of November. 



Number of Prisoners, Nature of Offences, and State of 
Discipline and Accommodation. 



Denomination of Class. 


No. 


ii each Class. 


No. Sick in Hospital. 




Females 


Total. 


Ifalc. 


Female? 


Total. 


Pauper Debtors, .... 


- 


.1 


1 


, - 


- 


- 


Untried. 














For Larceny, .... 


- 


5 


5 




_ 


_ 


Deserters, 


- 


~ 


2 


_ 




- 


Tried. 

Cases Disposed o f at Assizes and 
Sessions. 

Of Felony or Larceny : — 














To Penal Servitude, . 


- 


3 


3 


- 


- 




To Imprisonment, 


2 


4 


6 


- 


_ 


_ 


Of Misdemeanors, &c., . 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 




Disposed of Summarily. 














Offences under Larceny Act, . 


— 


2 


2 


- 


_ 


_ •• 


Other Misdemeanors, 


2 


- 


2 


- 


- 


_ 


Vagrants, ..... 


6 


10 


16 


- 


_ 


_ 


Drunkards, 


2 


1 


3 


_ 


— 


_ 


Dangerous Lunatics, 


1 


- 


1 


- 




- 


Gross Totals, . 


16 


26 


42 


- 




- 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles classified, at tlie time of Inspection 
— .Vagrants, above 10 years of age, 6. 

A comparison of the number in custody on the day of in- 
spection with similar returns for the corresponding day in the 
three previous years, does not indicate the diminution so gene- 
rally observable in Irish gaols: 



21st of November, 1852, . . . 48 

Ditto, 1853, . . .29 

Ditto, 1854, . . .30 

Ditto, 1855, . . . 42 

Although crime has in amount undergone no improve- 
ment, in its nature there has been a favourable change. The 
more seripus offences have become comparatively rare, and petty 
larceny, vagrancy, and drunkenness are now the chief causes of 
imprisonment. . Vagrancy, which elsewhere has. so much abated, 
here appears to be on the increase. 



in custody on 


the 21st No 


vember, 1852, 


. 10 


Ditto, 


ditto, 


1 853, 


. 1 


Ditto, 


ditto, 


1804, 


- 


Ditto, 


ditto, 


1855, 


. 16 



Drunkenness was very rife at the commencement of the cur- 
rent year, but during the last three months it has decreased. 



South 

District. 

Cit y of 

. Kilkenny Gaol. 
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South 

District. 

City of 

■Kilkenny Gaol. 



The vast excess of female over male crime not only still con- 
tinues, but has considerably increased, as is evident by the sub- 
joined returns. The proportion of juvenile delinquents remains 
unchanged: 



— 


| 1854. 


1st January, to 21st 
November, 1855. 




M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


Committals, 


287 


382 


320 


443 


Re-committals, once, . 


6 


20 


2 


12 


„ twice, , 


4 


29 


6 


18 


„ thrice, . 

„ four times and 


3 


30 


5 


30 


more, 


i 


40 


8 


40 


Total, 


14 


119 


21 


100 



Averages in 1854. — Average daily number — males, 11; 
females, 22. .Highest at any one time — males, 22 ; females, 32. 
Lowest ditto — males, 9 ; females, 7. 

These figures afford melancholy proof that in no respect is 
any improvement taking place, for in both sexes the committals 
for the present year will greatly outnumber those for 1854. 
Although, throughout the south of Ireland the decrease in 
female is much smaller than in male crime, yet nowhere has so 
large an increase in the number of criminals of the former 
sex occurred as here, whilst as regards the latter sex in the city 
of Kilkenny gaol alone is an increase, and that a very consid- 
erable one, to be found. Nor can this lamentable state of 
things be wondered at, however much it may be deplored, when 
it is recollected that in no single respect has any one of the 
many defects in construction, administration, and general man- 
agement, so frequently pointed out by previous Inspectors- 
General, and so forcibly commented upon by Mr. Connellan last 
year, been remedied. 

Accommodation. 



Yards, 


M. 

1 


F. 

1 


Chapels, 


M. F. 

. 1 


Day Rooms, 


3 


1 


Kitchens, 


. 1 


Solitary Cells, 


1 


_ 


Store Rooms, 


. 1 1 


Single Cells, 


7 


_ 


Baths, 


. 1 


Sleeping Rooms, . 


7 


3 


Pumps and Wells, 


. 1 2 


No. of Beds in such 
Rooms, 


22 


10 





No alteration or improvement having been made since the last 
inspection, either in the accommodation or classification, it is use- 
less for me to go into detail. I beg, therefore, to refer to Mr. Con- 
nellan’s report for 1854, as all the remarks there made by him apply 
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with equal force to the present time ; and I shall confine myself 
to expressing my opinion that the gaol is so deficient in all the 
most ordinary requirements, that so long as it continues in its 
present state any attempt at introducing proper prison discipline, 
or legal classification, is impossible. 

At the time of my visit an extension to the county court- 
house was being made, and the workmen thus employed appeared 
to make a thoroughfare of the city gaol to such an extent, that 
my only wonder was why any of the prisoners remained in the 
gaol, there seeming to be no obstacle to their free egress. 

The one bath was out of repair. 

The governor always attends the lock-up, but there is no 
night patrol. 

There were . sixty-six punishments in 1854, and no less than 
151 up to the 21st of November in 1855, all inflicted by 
authority of the governor. The great number of punishments is 
the best proof of the laxity of the discipline which can require 
such assistance. 

'Employment. — Males, shot-drill and stone-breaking ; females, 
washing for prison. 

The stone-breaking is very seldom carried on ; and, therefore, 
with the exception of prison duties, industrial labour may be 
said not to exist. 

Stock on the Day of Inspection. 



Pairs Blankets, . 


. 50 


Shirts, 


. 24 


Pairs Sheets, 


. 6 


J ackets, . 


. 12 


Rugs, 


. 6 


Trowsers, 


. 12 


Bed-ticks, 


. 40 


Pairs Shoes, 


. 14 



Schools . — There is no attempt at imparting any educational 
instruction. 

Dietary. — Males — 8 oz. of Indian meal, and 1 pint of new 
milk for breakfast. 9 oz. of oatmeal and one pint of new milk 
for dinner. 

Females. — 8 oz. of Indian meal and a half pint of new milk 
for breakfast. 8 oz. of oatmeal and a half pint new milk for 
dinner. 

Contracts — Bread, 1 \d. per lb. ; new milk, 6d. per gallon ; 
coals, £1 4s. a ton ; turf, Is. 9 d. per box. 

Net cost of dietary for each prisoner on the day of inspection, 
and on the corresponding day in the.last three years — 1852, 2£d.; 
3-853, Tf!#.:; 1854, 2-|<£; 1855, 3§<2. 

There were no complaints of the provisions, which are regu- 
larly inspected by the chaplains, who duly record their visits ; 
but I wish to call serious attention to the illegality of the 
dietary as at present issued ; it exceeds in amount, and totally 
differs from in nature, the dietary prescribed by the Court of 
Queen’s Bench, which is strictly observed in all other gaols. 
Bread is universally given instead of stirabout for one meal, and 
gruel is ordinarily substituted for milk at dinner for prisoners 
whose sentences do not exceed a month, and twice in every 
week for prisoners of all denominations. The greater part of 



South 

District. 

City of 
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^ eolmm } tals t0 tllis gaol being for short periods, a compliance 

' with the foregoing rule would m all probability act as a very 

, al 'y d f erren/ ’ and would reduce the number of vagrants- 
" whereas, the excessive quantity of stirabout, and the indicium’ 
mite and uninterrupted issue of milk, arc calculated to produce 
the exactly contrary results. It is to be hoped that the Board 
by adopting the prescribed dietary, will prevent the necessity of 
an application on the subject to the Court of Queen’s Bench. 

Books ami Accounts.— -There, are no bye-laws, and two of the 
books, ; ordered more than three years ago by the Court of 
Queen’s Bench, to be kept in all prisons’ viz.: State of the 
Prison at Lockings, and Discharge Book, are wantin''. The 
absence of these very important books, and the irregular and 
arbitrarily assessed dietary, render it impossible to check the 
other books or the accounts satisfactorily. 

The medical and visiting books are’ of the proper form and 
are carefully kept. 

Total cost of gaol, including dietary and salary for the last 
*499 9s. 10 id.; 1853, £454 13s. 4 id: 
1854, £498 11s. id. s 



Officers and Salaries. 



Thomas Prim, Esq., Local Inspector, . . 30 0 0 

Robert Cane, Esq., . . . . . 30 0 0 

Rev. William Hobson, Protestant Chaplain, . 30 0 0 

Rev. William Hayden, Catholic Chaplain, . 30 0 0 

William Magee, Governor, . ■ . . . 65 0 0 

Miss Mary Magee, Matron, . • . . . 15 0 0 

Jeffrey Mara, Turnkey, . 20 0 0 

Thomas Foley, ditto, . . . . . 20 0 0 



The intern officers are paid half yearly. Monthly payments 
would be found to be far preferable. The two turnkeys receive 
uniform and rations. 

Visits of Extern Officers durinq 1854. — Local Inspector, 312; 
Surgeon, &c., 108; Protestant Chaplain, 110: Roman Catholic 
Chaplain, 100. 

There is no Hospital. 

The gaol has been healthy and free from epidemic. 



board of Superintendence. 



The Mayor. 

Lord James Butler. 

Edward Smithwick, Esq., j.p. 
Henry Potter, Esq., j.p. 
Thomas Hart, Esq., j.p. 
Daniel Cullen, Esq., j.p. 



Thomas Jones, Esq., J.r. 
William Douglas, Esq. 
Thomas Bradley, Esq. 
Mathew Rowan, Esq. 
Thomas Hewson, Esq. 
John Fennessy, Esq. 



The Board meets monthly for the transaction of general 
business, and at each meeting gives a cheque for the aggregate 
amount of all bills to the local inspector, who makes the pay- 
ments, and presents the receipts to the Board half yearly. 

Felton F. W. Hervey, Inspector- General 
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Kino’s County Gaol, at Tcllamore. — Visited on the 7th 
of May, 1855. 



State on the 1th. 



No. in each Class. j No. Sick in Hospital. 





-Males. 


I | 

jFomales Total. 


I 

] Males. 

! 


Female? 


Total. 


Master Debtors, .... 


0 












Pauper Debtors, .... 


2 


- 


2 


: 


- 


: 


Untried. 














For Felony, 


6 




6 








,, Larceny, .... 


2 


2 


4 








,, Misdemeanors, 


1 


~ 


1 


- 


- 


- 


Tried. 














Cases disposed of at Assizes and 














Sessions. 














Of Felony or Larceny : — 














To Transportation, 


_ 


6 


6 








To Penal Servitude, . 


_ 


3 


3 






“ 


To Imprisonment, 


5 


15 


20 


1 


“ 


“ 


Of Misdemeanors 


8 


6 


14 




- 


- 


Disposed of Summarily. 














For Larceny, ..... 




o 


2 








In default of Bail, .... 


1 




1 








Non-payment of Fines and Penalties, 


3 




3 








Other Misdemeanors, 


1 


3 


4 






— 


Vagrants 




] 


1 




“ 




Dangerous Lunatics, 


8 




8 


- 


- 


- 


Gross Totals, . 


39 


38 


77 


1 


2 


3 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified. 






Ages. 


10 Years and 
under. 


16 Years and 
above 10. 


20 Years and 
above 16. 


Felons convicted, .... 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


I ai. 


F. 


Misdemeanants convicted, 












~ 


Committed for trial at assizes and 














sessions — Felons, 










g 




Snmmary convictions, . , 




- 


- 1 


2 


_ 


2 


— 















It is very pleasing to note the steady and progressive reduc- 
tion in the numbers confined in this gaol, as evidenced by the 
subjoined returns. 



R 
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South 

District. 


Total number in custody on tile 
7th of May, 1852, . 


. 181 


King's County 


„ 1853, . 


. 133 


Gaol. 


„ 1854, . 


. 99 




„ 1855, . 


. 77 



This numerical decrease applies to crime of every description 
with the exception of drunkenness. Vagrancy and workhouse 
offences have much diminished here, as generally throughout 
Ireland, hut offenders of this class appear never to have been 
very numerous in this gaol. 

7th of May, 1852, . 

„ 1853, . 

„ 1854, . 

„ 1855, . 



Vagrants. Workhouse Offenders. 

. 4 . . . 7 

. 2 . . .4 

. 3 . . .3 

. 1 . . .2 



An examination of the State will show that 8 male lunatics 
and 9 female convicts are included in the number in custody 
on the day of inspection. If these two classes, for whom special 
places of confinement are appointed, were removed, the gaol 
would be much benefited — the lunatics especially, of whom some 
were very violent, being a source of much trouble and inconve- 
nience to all connected with the management of prisons. Drunk- 
enness, notwithstanding the numerical reduction, has rather 
increased. This fact is in some degree attributable to the pros- 
perity of the people generally ; but recruiting, which has beeu 
extensively carried on in this locality, and its concomitants, have 
doubtless tended to increase the number of criminals of this 
denomination. 

The committals for 1854 were, males, 338 ; females, 161. 
Re- committals — males, 16 ; females, 5. Average daily number, 
males, 52 ; females, 34. Highest at any one time — males, 70; 
females, 39. Lowest at any one time — males, 34 ; females, 14. 
Average daily number in hospital — males, 3 ; females, 2. 

A comparison of these figures with those for 1853 — in which 
the committals were, males, 469; females, 216 — shows that the 
diminution is much greater amongst the males than amongst 
the females. Emigration and enlistment have probably consid- 
erably influenced this disproportion, but the association of so 
many females during the hours of labour deprives the discipline 
of a great part of its deterrent principle. 

The number of juveniles has rather decreased. 

The accommodation consists of — 

M. 

Wards, ... 6 

Yards, ... 6 

Day Rooms, . . 6 

Solitary Cells, . . 4 

Single Cells, . .107 

Single Cells of larger 
size, - 

Hospital Rooms, . 6 

Chapels, ... 1 

School Rooms, . . 1 



2 

2 

2 

1 

17 

8 

5 



Workshops, 
Kitchens, . 

Bakery, 

Store Rooms, 
Laundries, 

Baths, 

Fumigating Rooms, 
Reception Rooms, 
Pumps and Wells, 
Crank Mill, 
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The building was throughout excessively clean and orderly, 
well ventilated, and generally in good repair; many of the 
passages were, however, damp — apparently from some defects 
in the roof — and the galleries leading from the various ranges 
to the centre building require to be fresh boarded, the present 
floors seeming to be in a very ricketty condition. Water has 
latterly become somewhat scarce ; thq sewerage has been inju- 
riously affected by this scarcity, as it has been impossible to 
flush the sewers adequately. The supply of bedding and 
blankets was ample and good ; sheets are at present only used 
in the hospital, and in the “ separate ” cells for females, but 
it is in contemplation to extend the supply of sheets to the 
whole prison— a proceeding which will, doubtless, be found to 
promote health and cleanliness, as well as to effect a saving in 
the wear and tear of the blankets. The eight separate cells 
are now put under the “ Separate System Act,” 3 & 4 Vic., cap. 
44, and are amply furnished with all the requirements therein 
specified ; the heating apparatus, however, does not appear to 
work very efficiently, for during the coldest part of the last 
winter it was found impossible to raise the temperature in these 
cells above 46° Fahrenheit; but it must be recollected that the 
cold of last season far exceeded the average of Irish winters. 
The workshops, kitchen, bakery, store-rooms, baths, and 
reception-rooms, were in excellent order, as w r as also the male 
laundry; the female laundry is small and close, and will not 
admit of any attempt at separation during the hours of such 
labour ; there are no drying-rooms, and it is very desirable that 
some arrangement should be made for the construction of an 
adequate female laundry and drying-room. There are no 
lavatories, except in the range containing the female separate 
cells ; personal ablution can therefore be only procured by the 
use of buckets in yards: there is only one yard for both 
classes of debtors. Separation, that most effectual deterrent, 
might easily and cheaply be applied to the whole gaol ; the 
only difficulty, and that not a great one, being the mode of 
heating the cells. Classification amongst the males is strictly 
attended to. The lunatics, who have generally been very 
numerous in this gaol, have a distinct ward assigned to them. I 
have been informed by the Inspectors of Lunatic Asylums that 
an arrangement is in progress which will enable them to relieve 
the gaol of the very inconvenient presence of this class, and 
when such removal shall have taken place, the lunatic ward might 
very advantageously be appropriated to the male juveniles, who 
are at present mixed up in the various adult classes, an associa- 
tion which has been universally found to retard reformation, if not 
to promote contamination. The females are divided into two 
classes according to general character, rather than the nature of 
their offences ; and this classification is mainly applied according 
to the selection or discretion of the matron, who does not 
always observe the distinction between tried and untried prison- 
ers. The eight separate cells for females are, in accordance with 
the existing by-laws, only occupied by re-committed offenders 

it 2 
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D*te T ict. and recognised prostitutes; thus, it frequently happens that 
— ' many of these cells are vacant. I would earnestly recommend, 
**3,3-* that at all times, all these cells should be occupied, the governor 
being empowered, when the classes hitherto admitted do not 
comprise a sufficient number, to select from the ordinary classes 
so many as would till all the cells — separation having been 
invariably found to have such a salutary effect upon female 
criminals. All meals are taken in separation. All the prisoners 
were well clothed, and presented a most healthy and creditable 
appearance. Discipline is strictly enforced by the active and 
energetic governor, who himself always attends the lock-up. A 
turnkey patrols all night, and calls the hours. There were 15 
punishments in 1854, all to solitary confinement, and all inflicted 
by order of the governor. 

Employment. — There is no tread-wheel, but punitive labour 
is occasionally supplied by shot-drill. Productive employment 
consists of — for males, stone-breaking, bone-breaking, weaving, 
tailoring, shoemaking, smiths’-work, corn-grinding, cooking, 
and^ washing : — for females, carding, spinning, shirtmalring, 
sewing, and washing. All the prison clothing and necessaries 
are manufactured in the gaol. 

Very creditable attention is paid to this portion of the prison 
management ; but the high price of bones, from the breaking of 
which formerly a very considerable return was derived, and 
the great decrease in the number of hands, have naturally 
reduced the gross profits. The total of net profit produced 
by articles disposed of outside the gaol for the last two years 
was— 1853, £43 8s. Ud. ; 1854, £33 6*. id. 

Stock at the time op Inspection 1 . 



Pairs blankets, . . 327 Shirts, . . 131 

Pairs sheets, . . 47 Jackets, . . .107 

• • -15 Browsers, . . .120 

Hammocks or cots, . 12 Caps, . . .129 

Bed-ticks, . . .153 Pairs shoes, ... 87 



Schools. The schoolmaster instructs all males under 21 years 
of age (and others if they desire it), for two hours daily, in 
reading, writing, and arithmetic. 1 examined some of the 
pupils, and was satisfied with their proficiency. 

The females are supposed to be instructed by the matron, 
but, in this respect, there is room for much improvement. 

A satisfactory registry of progress is kept for the males, but 
none for the females. 

^The schools were attended during the year 1854 by males, 
65; females, 30. Daily average— males, 12; females, 5. 

Dietary. Males — Breakfast — 6 oz. Indian meal and 2 oz. 
oatmeal made into stirabout, with \ pint sweet milk. Dinner, 
14 oz. brown bread, and 1 pint sweet milk. 

Females Breakfast— -5 oz. Indian meal and 2 oz. oatmeal, 
made into stirabout, with J pint of sweet milk. Dinner — 12 oz. 
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brown bread, and 3 nagging sweet milk. Gruel is substituted 
two days m each week for milk at dinner, for both males and 
females ; all prisoners under 1 month’s imprisonment get gruel 
every day for dinner instead of milk. 

Contracts.— Bread (there is no contract for bread, it is manu- 
factured in the gaol), per lb., 1 id.; oatmeal, per cwt., 16s.- 
Indian meal, per cwt., 13s.; meat, per lb., 6d. ; new milk, per 
gallon, 6| d. ; buttermilk, per gallon, 3}d. ; salt, per cwt.’ 2s. ■ 
turf, per 100 boxes, 50s.; straw, per ton, 39s.; candles’ per 
dozen lbs., 7s. ; soap, per cwt,, 42s. ’ 1 

The net cost of dietary per day, for each prisoner, on day of 
inspection, and on the corresponding days in the last three 
years, 1852, 2d. ; 1853, ; 1854, 2j d. ; 1855, 3 T \d. 

There were no complaints of the provisions, which are 
regularly inspected by the chaplains and local inspector. 

Books and Accounts. — All the books prescribed by the Court 
of Queen’s Bench are kept with scrupulous accuracy and great 
neatness. The registry and hospital book, as indeed books of 
every description, are deserving of the highest commendation, 
lhe accounts are kept with great exactness and clearness. 

All the bills are paid by the local inspector, after audit by 
the Board of Superintendence. The total cost of the gaol, 
inclusive of dietary and salaries, for the last three years stands 
thus:— 1852, £1,954 Is. Id. ; 1853, £2,397 10s. 6d.; 1854 
£1,830 2s. Id. ’ 

Officers and Salaries. 



«£ s. d 

Rev. Edward Berry, Protestant Chaplain, . 40 0 0 

Rev. J. O ’Rafferty, Roman Catholic do., . 40 0 O 

Francis Berry, Local Inspector, . . 130 0 0 

Robert Harding, Governor, . . . 184 12 4 

Doctor John Ridley, Physician and Apothecary, 65 0 O 

Ilenry Burke, Deputy Governor, . . 60 0 0 

Eliza Fitzgibbon, Matron, . . . • 40 0 0 

Catherine Toory, Female Turnkey, . . 25 0 0 

Mary Thompson, Nurse, . . . . 20 0 O 

William Smith, 1st Turnkey, Shoemaker, . 40 0 O 

Philip Green, 2nd Do., Shoemaker, . 25 0 0 

Thos. Brennan, 3rd Do., Weaver, . . 25 0 O 

John Silver, 4th Do., Super. Tailoring, 25 O O 
Jones Commons, 5th Do., . . . 25 0 0 

John Doolin, 6th Do., . . . 25 0 0 

Henry Neil, 7th Do., Weaver, ! 25 0 O 

Geo. Skerrett, 8th Do., Weaver, . . 25 0 O 

Philip Green, jun., Messenger, . . . 6 10 0 

William Adams, Schoolmaster, . . . 30 0 O 



All the turnkeys, both male and female, can read and write, 
lhe turnkeys are paid monthly, and receive uniform, fuel, 
and candles, but no rations. Two of them are weavers, and 
one a shoemaker ; one of the weavers, Thomas Brennan, was 
m hospital at the time of my inspection, and had been there 
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for seven months. He has since been recommended for 
superannuation. The remark relative to the salaries of the 
turnkeys, made by my colleague last year, applies now with 
still greater force ; the price of provisions of every kind being 
far higher now than in 1854. X, therefore, beg to submit the 
propriety of a temporary increase of wages to the consideration 
of the Board. 

Officers' Visits. — Local Inspector, 219; Surgeon, &c., 275 ; 
Protestant Chaplain, 173; Soman Catholic Chaplain, 174. 

These returns exhibit the attention paid by all the officers 
to their respective duties, in the performance of which the 
local inspector sets so zealous an example. 

Hospitals. — There were two males (one a turnkey) and two 
female patients in the two hospitals, which were in good order 
in every respect. Total number in hospital in 1852, 113; 
1853, 76; 1854, 65. Total number of days and cost of medi- 
cine for three years ; 5,440 days. Cost, £65. Number of 
deaths: 1852, 7; 1853, 2; 1854,2. 



Board of Superintendence.' 



The Earl of Rosse. 

The Earl of Charleville. 
John O’Brien, Esq. 
John W. Tarleton, Esq. 
Dawson French, Esq. 
David Thompson, Esq. 



Robert Goodbody, Esq. 
Henry Manly, Esq. 

John Hussey Walsh, Esq. 
Robert B. Slator, Esq. 
Thomas A. Pierce, Esq. 
Marcus Goodbody, Esq. 



The Board meets regularly every month ; all the accounts are 
paid monthly, and a general audit by the Grand Jury takes place 
at each assizes. 

Bridewell. 

Parsonstown. — Two male and one female prisoners at the 
time of my visit; 121 in the last quarter. The total of the 
prisoners confined in 1854 was 541 ; the entire cost amounted 
to £120 Is. id. 

The building was throughout clean and orderly, and well 
supplied with good bedding. There is a good supply of water, 
and the sewers are effective. The registry and committals 
correct. Petty sessions are held weekly. The local inspector 
does not visit, but the magistrates inspect the bridewell fre- 
quently. Dietary, 3f d. for both sexes. The keeper’s salary 
is £40. 

Felton F. W. Hekvey, Inspector- General. 
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County of Limerick Gaol. — Visited on the 16th and District. 
17th of April, and on the 10th of May, 1855. — . 

Connti) of 
Limerick Gaol. 



State on the 1 6th of April 



Denomination of Class. 


No. 


n each Class. 


No. Sick in Hospital. 


Males. Females 

I 


Total. 


Males. 


Pemales 


Total. 


Pauper Debtors, . . ... 


9 




9 


2 


- 


2 


Untried. 














For Felony, 


2 


- 


2 


- 




- 


,, Larceny, 




- 




- 


- 




,, Misdemeanors, 


1 


3 


4 


~ 


“ 


“ 


Tried. 














Cases disposed of at Assizes and 














Sessions. 














Of Felony or Larceny : — 












3 


To Transportation, 


~ 








3 




To Penal Servitude, . 








- 






To Imprisonment, 


45 




65 








Of Misdemeanors, &c., . 




“ 










Disposed of Summarily. 














For Larceny, .... 


2 


5 


7 


- 


- 


“ 


Other Misdemeanors, 


3 


2 




“ 


“ 


“ 


Under Poor Law Act, . 


1 


- 




~ 


“ 


~ 


Vagrants, 


1 






“ 


T 




Dangerous Lunatics, 




1 




— 


“ 




Gross Totals, . 


82 


42 


124 


3 


5 


8 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified. 









Ages. 








10 Years and 
under. 


16 Years and 
above 10. 


20 Years and 
above 16. 




M. 


F. 


M. 


I'. 


M. 


F. 


Felons convicted, 


- 


- 


2 


- 


5 


2 


Misdemeanants convicted, 
Committed for trial at assizes and 




” 


9 




9 


2 


sessions — Misdemeanants, 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


Summary convictions, . 


- 


- 


4 


- 


- 


- 


Vagrants, 


- 


- 


5 


- 


2 


- 


Workhouse Offenders, . 




“ 


2 




1 


- 


Twice imprisoned, 


_ 


- 


1 


- 


4 


1 


Three times imprisoned, 


- 


- 


6 


- 


2 


- . 


Five times and upwards, 


' 


~ 


2 




1 
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d?s°tii T ic TIie sul) j° ine(i returns of the total numbers confined in this 
istrict. gao j on t|le da y of inspection^ ani j 011 t i le corresponding days of 
County of the three previous years, exhibit a progressive decrease 

Amerir.k Gan 1. * x o 



16th of April, 1852, 


316 


„ 1853, 


294 


„ 1854, 


215 


„ 1855, 


124 



This reduction appears applicable to crime generally; but 
the most striking diminution is observable in the number of 
vagrants and workhouse offenders, the returns for the last four 
years being — 

Vagrants. 

16th of April, 1852, . . 25 

„ 1353, . . 38 

„ 1854, . . 31 

„ 1855, . . 3 

Drunkenness, however, forms an exception to the general 
rule, the number of drunkards being nearly as great in the pre- 
sent reduced state of the gaol as when the total of prisoners 
was much larger. 

Committals during the past year — males, 725; females, 275, 
Re-committals during the past year. — Once — males, 66 ; females! 
20. Twice— males, 12; females, 7. Thrice— males, 11. Four 
times and more — males, 9 ; females, 2. Total— males, 98 ; 
females, 29. Average daily number — males, 99 ; females, 80.’ 
Highest number at any one time— males, 127; females,’ 9f! 
Lowest number at any one time — males, 82; females! Go! 
Average daily number in hospital — males 4 ; females, 7. 

A comparison of these returns with those for 1853 shows a 
sensible diminution in the committals of both sexes ; but with 
regret it is to be observed, that in both sexes the re-committals 
have increased, notwithstanding the numerical reduction of the 
committals. There has been little change in the relative pro- 
portion of the sexes since 1853, but the number of juvenile 
offenders has considerably decreased. With respect to this 
class it is to be remarked, that the workhouse juveniles are 
invariably found to be the most troublesome, and are generally 
derived from particular unions, although no reason, except 
difference of discipline, has been assigned for this unenviable 
pre-eminence of one workhouse over another. 

. With respect to the convicts confined in this gaol at the 
time of my inspection, I must observe that seven of the 
females had been there for a long period — one having been 
sentenced to seven years’ transportation in 1851 ; three, to the 
same, in 1852; two, to the same, in 1853; and one, to four 
years’ penal servitude, in 1853. The removal of these female 
convicts has been frequently and urgently requested ; and it is 
most desirable that steps should be speedily taken to relievo 
the gaol of these inmates, whose presence is productive of much 
inconvenience and discontent. 



Workhouse 

Offenders. 

31 

27 

4 

4 
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There had been twenty- six punishments since the last inspec- 
tion, and forty-four in the year 1854, all inflicted by the autho- 
rity of the governor. 

Classification is carried out as extensively as the present con- 
struction of the building will permit. The male juveniles are 
kept apart from the adults as far as is practicable — seventeen 
cells fully adapted for separation being assigned to this class. 
All the juveniles sleep in separation, and, as do also the male 
re-committals, take their meals in separate cells ; the remainder 
of the males take their meals in the day-rooms. The “ separate 
system” is also approached by carrying out employment in 
stalls ; and in furtherance of this system, partitions have been 
affixed to the tread-wheel, and also to the stonebreaking yard, 
so as to prevent any communication between the prisoners 
during their hours of labour. 

The females are classified chiefly according to character and 
to their previous habits of life, the prostitutes being always 
kept apart from the rest. All the females sleep in separate cells, 
when their numbers will admit of such an arrangement ; but 
they all take their meals in the day-rooms. I could discover 
no reason why the practice of taking meals in separation, which 
is so successfully pursued amongst the juveniles and “re-com- 
mitted males,” should not be applied to the females, who, as 
their employment is carried on in unrestricted communication, 
are the more in need of the deterrent remedy of separation at 
other times. 

The accommodation consists of — 





M. 


F. 




M. 


F. 


Wards, 


9 


5 


Worksheds, 


2 


_ 


Yards, 


12 


5 


Kitchens, . 


1 




Day Rooms, 


8 


5 


Bakery, . . 


1 


_ 


Solitary Cells, . 


4 


- 


Store Rooms, 


3 


1 


Single Cells, 


118 


50 


Laundries, . 


_ 


1 


Cells to contain three 






Lavatories, 


12 


5 


persons, . 
Hospital Rooms, 


7 


4 


Baths, 1 for classes, 






2 


2 


and 1 for hospital, . 


2 


_ 


Chapels, . 


1 


1 


Pumps and Wells, 


2 


_ 


School Room, 


1 


- 


Tread-wheels, 


1 


_ 


Workshops, 


22 


1 









The prison throughout was clean and orderfy, and amply 
supplied with excellent bedding, blankets, and sheets. The 
building, generally, was in good repair ; but there appeared to 
be a rather serious crack in the tower, and some of the cells 
were damp, apparently from some defect in the pipes. I wish 
to call attention to the very defective state of the sewerage, 
especially in the female prison, the yards of which were, chiefly 
from this cause, excessively damp. The drains and cesspools 
connected with the privies are very badly constructed, the 
former being so nearly on a level, and having such bends in 
them that they are very frequently choked ; and the latter 
being situated near the surface, within the walls of the prison, 



South 

District. 

County of 
Limerick Gaol 
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South the smell from them is often very offensive, particularly as it is 
District. now necessai y that the soil should be carried out through the 
County of premises. Having carefully examined into this matter, I beg 
Limerick Gaol gU gg es t a plan which the locality would render easy, and 
which might be carried out at a trifling expense, viz., that the 
drains from the privies should be deepened, sloped, and 
lengthened, and should be carried out under the exterior wall 
of the gaol. As the ground outside the walls belongs to the 
prison, cesspools might there be constructed, or a general 
sewer might be made, which would obviate the necessity of 
emptying cesspools. 

The tread-wheel, at present, is applied to no use. It might 
easily be made to work a pump, whence water could be supplied 
in sufficient quantity to flush all the sewers, and thus to remove 
the existing nuisance. There is no probationary, or reception 
ward, the want of which would be very seriously felt in the 
event of the prevalence of any epidemic. There are baths and 
ample means for the personal ablution of the prisoners. The 
males are compelled to wash frequently, but a similar rule is 
not observed with respect to the females. The general appear- 
ance of the prisoners, and indeed, the state of the entire 
prison, was highly creditable to all concerned. 

The governor always attends the lock-up; and frequently 
ascertains if the patrol, which is made all night by two turn- 
keys, is vigilantly carried on. 

Employment and Schools . — Punitive labour is supplied by 
the tread -wheel, which is in daily use, and occasionally by shot- 
drill. Productive employment consists of, for males — stone- 
breaking, mat-making, cleaning flax, weaving, smiths’-work, 
baking, tailoring, shoemaking, and prison duties. For females— 
washing for prison, sewing, cleaning flax, spinning, carding, and 
winding. 

The total of net profit produced by articles disposed of 
outside the gaol was — for 1853, £24 19s. Id. ; for 1854, 
£22 10s. 3d. 

The energy with which these labours are carried out, under 
the active superintendence of the officers, is highly commend- 
able. Educational instruction is given by the schoolmaster 
and matron to the males and females, respectively, for two 
hours each day. Reading, writing, and arithmetic are taught. 

The proficiency attained by many of the males, especially in 
writing, was highly satisfactory ; and the male registry of pro- 
gress was peculiarly explicit, and reflected great credit upon 
the schoolmaster, who, I regretted to find, was temporarily 
incapacitated by illness from the performance of his duties. 
The female instruction does not deserve similar commendation ; 
and no registry of their progress is kept. 

Number attending school during the year — males, 194; 
females, 51. Average number attending daily — males, 38; 
females, IT. 

The stock consisted of — pairs blankets, 373 ; pairs sheets, 275; 
rugs, 35; hammocks or cots, 81; bed-ticks, 281; shirts, 160; 
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jackets, 206 ; trowsers, 230 ; caps, 124 ; pairs shoes and clogs, 

28 i. 

Dietary. — Breakfast — Males — 8 oz. Indian meal stirabout, 
and 1 pint new milk. Females — 7 oz. Indian meal stirabout, 
and A pint new milk. 

Dinner. Males — 15 oz. bread, half wheat and half barley 

meal, and 1 pint new milk. Females — 1 3^ oz. bread, half wheat 
and half barley meal, and J pint new milk. 

For sentences not exceeding one calendar month — oatmeal 
oruel— males, 1 pint ; females, f pint — is substituted for dinner 
milk daily ; the other prisoners get this gruel twice each week. 

Net cost of dietary, for each prisoner, on 16th April, 1S52, 
1 U . ; 1853, 2| d . ; 1854, nearly 2 Id . ; 1855, nearly 3d. 

Contracts . — New milk, 1 %d. per quart. 

There were some complaints that the bread was not always 
well baked, and that the stirabout was frequently thin and 
cold ; but I came to the conclusion, after several tests, that 
these complaints were groundless. The provisions are regu- 
larly inspected by the chaplains. 



South 

Disthict. 

County of . 
Limerick Gaol. 



Officers and Salaries. 

Rev. B. Jacob, Local Inspector, 

Rev. H. H. Rose, Protestant Chaplain, 
Rev. ¥m. Burke, Roman Catholic do., 
David O’Callaghan, m.d., Physician, 
Joseph Parker, m.d., Apothecary, 

Henry Woodburn, Governor, 

Mary Roche, Matron, 

Alice O’Neill, Assistant, . 

Margaret Gabbett, do., 

Johanna FitzGerald, Hospital Nurse, 
Patrick Roche, Schoolmaster and Clerk, 



David Fitzgerald, Turnkey, 


Blacksmith, 


David II allin an, 


do., 


Joseph Gabbett, 


do., 


Shoemaker, 


William Leary, 


do., 


• Blacksmith, 


John Hickey, 


do., 


Stone Mason, 


Henry Roberts, 


do., 


George Fitzgerald, 


do., 


Weaver and 


Matthew Lyons, 
School Instructor, 


do., 


William Airey, 


do., 


Carpenter, 


Philip Stark, 


do., 


Weaver, 



£ 

85 

50 

50 

44 

30 
300 

40 

20 

31 
3 1 
70 

45 
35 
35 
35 
35 
35 
35 
35 

31 

31 

31 



s. d. 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 1 0 
0 0 
4 0 

4 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

5 0 
5 0 
5 0 



The turnkeys are paid monthly, and receive uniform and 
arms — but no rations or allowances. Eight of them are handi- 
craftsmen: 1 carpenter, 3 blacksmiths, 2 weavers, 1 shoemaker, 
and 1 stone mason. One of the turnkeys died during the past 
year, and his vacancy has not been filled up: 

Officers' Visits . — Local Inspector, 232 ; Surgeon, &c., 475; 
Protestant Chaplain, 120; Homan Catholic do., 103. 

The hospital, in which were eight patients, was clean and 
orderly; but the chimney of the male room was smoking badly. 
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. ?"^ IS building is quite out of proportion to the rest of the gaol • 

it consists of two rooms only, and was, until Tory lately °m p j 
- merely for females ; but owing to the reduction in the number 
' of prisoners it has, within the last year, been divided between 
the sexes ; it is barely sufficient for even the present numbers 
and health of the gaol ; and wore any increase in the number 
of patients to take place, it would be absolutely necessary to 
send back the male patients to the sheds formerly used as but 
most unfit for, an hospital. Its situation also — for it is merely 
the upper story of the chapel— and its want of a proper separation 
between males and females, in addition to the inadequacy of 
its accommodation, render it quite unfit for a general hospital 
J?he health of the gaol had been good, and free from epidemic; 

Cost of Medicine. No. in Hospital. No. of Days. No. o." Deaths 

£ s. d. 

1852, 16 12 8 . 182 . 6,795 . 5 

1853, 15 14 5 . 108 . 4,262 . 2 

1854, 12 1 10 . 81 . 2,990 . 2 

Books and Accounts . — The gaol books and accounts are very 
neatly and accurately kept; the Discharge Book, however is 
not of the form prescribed by the Court of Queen’s Bench. 

Ihe total cost of the gaol for the last three years was 1852 

£2,791 195. 5J& ; 1853, £2,905 17s. ; 1854, £ 2,646 16s. 6d. ’ 

Board of Superintendence. 



Sir Bichard Bourke. 

The Archdeacon of Limerick. 
Thomas O’Grady, Esq. 
William H. Gabbett, Esq. 
Michael Furnell, Esq. 
William Monsell, Esq. 



Henry Maunsell, Esq. 
John Croker, Esq. 
The Lord Clarina. 

T. P. Vandeleur, Esq. 
Eyre Lloyd, Esq. 
Colonel J. Vandeleur. 



The Board meets regularly twice every month for the discharge 
ot general business, and for the payment of the bills. 



General Observations. 

. Under this head I have only to refer to a case which occurred 
in the gaol during the last winter, and which, by direction of 
the executive, I investigated at my inspection. The body of an 
infant, m an advanced state of decomposition, was discovered 
on the 1 Oth of March, 1855, in a sewer leading from the privy 
attached to the south-eastern yard of the female prison. From 
vanous suspicious circumstances which then, for the first time, 
transpired, a convict, named Margaret Holmes, who had been 
received into the County Limerick Gaol on the 24tli of May, 
1854, and had been removed to Cork Government Prison on 
the 31st of January, 1855, was believed to be the mother of 
child. Dr. Parker was accordingly directed by the Board 
of Superintendence . to proceed to Cork for the purpose of 
examining the convict in question, and ascertained from her 
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that she had delivered herself of a still-horn child at night, South 
whilst in her separate cell, towards the end of December, 1854 District. 
and had in the morning succeeded in depositing the body in colmijoj 
the privy without detection. Dr. Parker farther stated, that eimcrich Gaol. 
he believed, from an examination of the body, that the birth 
was considerably premature. The length of time which elapsed 
between the birth of the child and the discovery of the body is 
accounted for by the faulty construction of the sewer, in the 
bend of which the body had lodged until washed out by an 
unusual flush of water. After a careful investigation I arrived 
at the conclusion that no actual blame attached to any of the 
prison officials ; but, at the same time, I feel bound to state, 
that a more careful and stringent supervision would have pre- 
vented the possibility of so long a concealment of the woman’s 
pregnancy, and of the undetected disposal of the body. y 
The use of the bath by the females appears to be neglected 
in this gaol. I therefore suggest, that all the female prisoners 
should be forced to wash in the bath, at least once a month, 
and that a personal inspection by the surgeon should take place 
at fixed intervals, which steps would effectually prevent the 
recurrence of such irregularities. 



Bridewells. 

It is necessary to remark, that the bridewells of Eathlceale, 
Bruff, and Kilfmnan are not provided with the form of registry 
expressly ordered by the Court of Queen's Bench, under section 
95 of the Prisons’ Act. 



Bridewells. 



Glin . — Two males and one female at the time of my visit ; qh„. 

31 in the last quarter. This bridewell was clean and orderly, 
and well supplied with bedding. There is no water on the 
premises, nor any proper means of cleaning out the privies. A 
new copy of the “ Kules and Regulations of the Court of 
Queen’s Bench,” which has been frequently applied for, is 
required. The registry and committals were correct. Petty 
sessions are held fortnightly, and transmittals are tolerably 
regular. The local inspector visits weekly. Dietary for both 
sexes, 4 d. 

Newcastle.— 8 o prisoners; 86 in the last quarter. The Nra ,i e 
bridewell clean and orderly. There is no water on the pre- 
mises, and the sewerage is not very effective. Petty sessions 
weekly, and transmittals immediate. The local inspector visits. 

The registry and committals correct, except that in the former, 
the column headed “amount paid for subsistence per head,” 
was not filled up ; and the bridewell keeper being absent, I 
could not ascertain the cost of dietary. 

Rathlceale. One male and one female ; 98 in the last quarter. „ , 

The bridewell was clean and orderly, but very damp. The “ 1 “ 
female yard is very small. The bedding was good and sufficient. 

Water is brought from the river. The sewerage is very bad. 

Ihe registry and committals were correct ; the registry, how- 
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ever, is of the old form ; the new form prescribed by the Court 
of Queen’s Bench ought to be at once supplied. Petty sessions 
are held fortnightly ; transmittals only tolerably regular. The 
local inspector visits. Keeper knew nothing about the cost of 
dietary. 

Croom . — Ho prisoners; 18 in the last quarter. The house 
was clean and orderly, and well supplied with bedding. There 
is only one yard for both sexes, which requires gravel. Repairs 
are also urgently required to the storehouse and to the roof of 
the building.. The sewerage is effective, but there is no water 
on the premises. Petty sessions fortnightly, and transmittals 
regular. The local inspector visits, but makes no entry in the 
visiting book. Dietary, 5\d. for both sexes. 

Bruff . — One male prisoner; 45 in last quarter. This bride- 
well was clean and orderly, and very well supplied with bed- 
ding, hut wanted some repairs. The chimneys are intolerably 
smoky, and the windows in a very bad state. The sewerage is 
good, and water is obtained from the river, which is close at 
hand. A new copy of the “ Rules and Regulations” is required. 
The registry is of the old form ; the new form prescribed by 
the Court of Queen’s Bench ought to be at once supplied. 
Many of the committals were not forthcoming. The keeper 
asserted that this was owing to the illegal practice of sending 
prisoners to the bridewell without written committals. He 
further alleged that he had protested against this illegality, 
and had been informed that he would be dismissed unless he 
took whatever prisoners the constables might bring to the 
bridewell. Petty sessions are held fortnightly, and transmittals 
are regular. The local inspector visits, as also does the 
stipendiary magistrate, very frequently. Dietary, 5 d. for both 
sexes. 

Kilfinnan . — One female ; S3 in the last quarter. This bride- 
well was clean and orderly, but very damp. The roughness of 
the walls of the male yard affords great facilities for escape. 
Some of the blankets were very thin and worn. There is no 
water on the premises, nor proper arrangements for cleansing 
the privies. The registry and committals were correct, but the 
new and prescribed form of registry ought at once to be issued 
from the county gaol. Petty sessions fortnightly, and trans- 
mittals immediate. The local inspector visits occasionally. 
Dietary, 5 d. for both sexes. 

Felton F. W. Hervey, Inspector-General. 
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City of Limerick Gaol. — Visited on the 16th and 17 th of 
April, 1855. 



State on the 1 6th. 



Denomination of Class. 


No. 


in each Class. ' j 


No. Sick in Hospital. 


Males. IFemalesj 


Total. 


Males. 


Femalesj 


Total . 


Master Debtors, . 


I 




1 








Pauper do. . 


7 


1 


8 


1 


- 


1 


Untried. 














For Felony, 


2 


- 


2 


_ 


- 


_ 


For Misdemeanors, 


10 


7 


17 


- 


- 




Tried. 

Cases Disposed of at Assizes and 
Sessions. 

Of Felony or Larceny : — 














To Penal Servitude, 


2 


3 


5 


' _ 






To Imprisonment, . 


13 


19 


32 


1 


- ! 


1 


Of Misdemeanors, &c., 


3 


- 


3 


- 




- 


Disposed of Summarily . 














For Larceny, 


14 


4 


18 ; 


- 


_ 




Offences under Larceny Act, 


4 


3 


7 


_ 


- 


_ 


In default of Bail, . 


9. ' 


3 


5 


_ 






Non-payment of Fines & Penalties, 


9 


6 ; 


8 


_ 


_ 


_ 


Other Misdemeanors, 


4 


2 ’ ! 


6 


_ 






Vagrants, .... 


: \n 


7 ! 


18 ■ 


_ 


_ 




Drunkards, 


i 


“ 


1 


- 


- 


- 


Gross Totals, . 


76 


55 


131 


o 


- 


2 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified at the time of 
Inspection. 





Ages. 


10 Years and 
under. 


16 Years and 
above 10. 


20 Ye 






M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 






Felons convicted, .... 


_ 


_ 


2 


6 






Misdemeanants convicted, 




_ 


2 








Committed for trial at assizes and 














sessions — Felons, 


.. 


_ 




- 






Misdemeanants, . 


_ 


_ 


_ 








Summary convictions, . 


_ 


_ 




3 






Vagrants, 




3 










Workhouse offenders, 






_ 








Offenders on leaving- Workhouse, . 




- 


5 


- 


1 


- 


Twice imprisoned, .... 


_ 




5 


2 


4 


2 


Three times imprisoned. 


- 


- 


5 


_ 


3 


2 


Four times imprisoned, . 


- 


- 


3 


_ 


1 




Five times imprisoned, and upwards. 






2 


~ 


~ 





South 

District. 

City of 

Limerick Gaol. 
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South 

District. 

City of 

Limerick Gaol. 



lire subjoined returns,. taken on the corresponding days of the 
four last years, show a steady decrease in the number of prisoners 
especially m the classes of vagrants and workhouse offenders-— 
total of all classes in gaol, 16th of April, 1852, 240- 1853 
246 1854, 180 ; 1855,131. Vagrants on same dates 1852’ 
49; 1853,42; 1854, 25; 1855, 18. Workhouse offenders do •— 
1852, 38; 1853, 34; 1854,6; 1855, none. 

This reduction however, does not extend to the crime of 
drunkenness, offenders of that class being, I regret to say 
rather on the increase. There is also a considerable improve 
ment m the nature of crime, the greater part of the committals 
having been for petty larcenies ; and the number of juveniles 
has rather decreased. The commitments during the past year 
weie males, o,165; females, 1,886. lie-commitments — males 
108 ; females, 69. The highest number in gaol at any one 
time — males, 135 ; females, 85. Lowest do. : — males, 78 ; females 
47. Average daily number— males, 109 ; females, 64. 

. comparison of the above returns with those of the preced 
mg year, will demonstrate that in the committals, althouo-h the 
total number has decreased, the number of females has con- 
siderably increased; but that, notwithstanding this apparent 
increase of female crime, the re-committals of that sex are far 
fewer, not only in relative proportion, but in actual numbers— 
a discrepancy for which, in the absence of any new mode of 
treatment of the females in this gaol, it is difficult to account, 
except upon the supposition that their discipline, as described 
by the governor, has been more strictly enforced. 

The building was in good repair, and very clean. The supply 
of water is ample, and an excellent arrangement has been made 
sewers frequently, which renders them peculiarly 
e eCuive. One escape had taken place since the last inspection; 
the prisoner forced his way between the bars of the window of 
his cell, which were too far apart. An additional bar has been 
hxed to the windows, and the cells now appear to be secure, 
lhe bedding was indifferent, the blankets were much worn, and 
there were none in store. I was informed by the local inspector 
that the Board were about immediately to remedy this deficiency. 
Sheets are allowed for the hospital only. Gas has been intro- 
duced into the gaol since the last inspection, and is found to very 
much facilitate the maintenance of proper discipline at night. 

I here is no change in the accommodation since last year. It 
consists of 

Wards, 

Yards, . 

Day rooms, 

Solitary cells, 

Single cells, 

Cells to contain three 
persons, 

Sleeping rooms, 

No. of beds in such 
rooms, . 



M. 


F. 




M. 


F. 


6 


4 


Hospital rooms, 


. 2 


2 


7 


4 


Chapels, . 


. 1 


1 


6 


4 


School rooms, . 


. 1 


1 


6 


4 


Worksheds, 


. 33 


_ 


33 


20 


Kitchens, . 


; 1 


_ 






Store rooms, 


. 7 


1 


17 


- 


Laundries, 




1 


20 


6 


Lavatories, 


. 1 


1 






Baths, 


. 4 


1 


88 


14 


Tread-wheels, . 


. 1 


- 
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besides 7 sheds, which, however, were not in use as sleeping 
cells at the time of my visit. 

The master debtors and pauper debtors inhabit the same 
building and yard. The laundry is small, the kitchen good. 
There is no drying-room, or bake-house, or lavatory. The bath 
is regularly used. The hospital is spacious and comfortable in 
every respect. 

Strict classification is impossible in this gaol ; it is, however, 
in some degree applied. 

The males are, exclusive of debtors, divided into five classes 

1, untried; 2, vagrants and drunkards; 3, worst cases of lar- 
ceny and felony; 4, misdemeanants; 5, lighter cases of lar- 
ceny. There are now three classes of females— an additional 
class having been formed in accordance with the suggestion of 
last year’s Inspector-General. The classes are— 1 , the tried and 
untried generally ; 2, prostitutes, vagrants, and drunkards ; 3, 
those of light crimes, and good general character. The juveniles 
are in association with the adults, but they sleep in single cells, 
as do all the prisoners when the state of the gaol will admit of 
such an arrangement. As far as is practicable the males take 
their meals in separation, the females in their day-rooms. 

The governor always attends the lock-up, and there is a 
nightly patrol of two officers. There were 41 punishments in 
1854; and 15 in 1855, up to the day of inspection, all except 
one inflicted by the governor, and all to solitary confinement. 

Employment. — Males — Tread-wheel, shot-drill, breaking 
stones, picking oakum, shoemaking, making prison dresses, and 
prison duties. 

Most of these headings are merely nominal, the prisoners 
being mainly employed upon the tread-wheel and at stone-break- 
ing; shot-drill is rarely resorted to, and there being no instruc- 
tors the other modes of employment are necessarily dependent 
upon the chance of some of the prisoners being handicrafts- 
men. 

Females — Sewing, knitting, spinning, carding, hackling, 
washing, making prison dresses, and prison duties, &c. 

The net profit of articles disposed of outside the gaol for the 
year 1854 was £37 18s. (id. 

Schools.— Educational instruction is given by the clerk, who 
appears to perform his duties very satisfactorily. The school for 
males is open for from four to five hours daily, and is chiefly de- 
voted to juveniles; the instruction includes reading, writing, and 
arithmetic. I examined some who had been taught to read in 
the prison, and was well pleased with their proficiency, the copy 
books also showed that great attention is paid to writing. The 
registry of progress for males is very correctly kept, and the 
progress of the pupils can be satisfactorily tested by it. Females 
are also instructed by the matron, but there does not appear to 
be much provision for the instruction of this sex, neither is there 
any registry kept of their educational progress. 

Dietary and Contracts. — Bread, 1 Id. per lb. ; oatmeal, 16s. 
per cwt. ; Indian meal, 12s. per cwt. ; rice, 18s. per cwt. ; new 

s 



South 

District. 

City of 

Limerick Gaol. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




258 



Appendix to Thirty-fourth Report of 

dS'r™. milt ’ 5h - d ' per S allo »; salt > ls - 6d • P er cwt.; coals, £1 2s. 6 d. 

— P er ton; candles, 6f d. per lb.; soap, £l 16s. per cwt. 

zJS&fLo, Breakfast..— Males 6 oz. of Indian meal, and 2 oz. of rice, 

made into stirabout, and i pint of new milk. Females — 5 oz. 

of Indian meal, and 2 oz. of rice, made into stirabout, and 5 pint 
of new milk. Children under 10 years of age — 4 oz. of Indian 
meal, 1 oz. of rice, and j? pint new milk. 

^ Dinner. — Males — 14 oz. of bread and 1 pint of new milk. 
Females — 12 oz. of bread, and 3 naggins of new milk. Chil- 
dren — 10 oz. bread, and i pint new milk. 

Supper for children. — 4 oz. of bread, 1^ naggin of new 
milk. 

The bread is made of second quality flour. 

There were some complaints of the provisions, but on tasting 
them I could discover no cause for discontent; the provisions are 
regularly inspected by the chaplains. 

Books and Accounts . — The books and accounts are very regu- 
larly and correctly kept, and there is a very useful book in use 
called the Registry of Labour, which marks distinctly what work 
has been done each day. There are still no bye-laws. The 
total cost of the gaol for the last three vears is as follows : — 1852 
£1,843 Os. 9 d.; 1853, £2,466 9s. lid; 1854, £l, 832 6s. 10 d. 



Officers and Salaries . 

Capt. J ohn Griffin, Local Inspector, 

Rev. Wm. N. Willis, Protestant Chaplain, 
Rev. John Brahan, Roman Catholic do,, 
Robt. R. Gelston, m.d., Surgeon, 

J. B. Bouchier, Apothecary, . 

John Moore, Governor, .... 
John Hurley, Clerk and Schoolmaster, . 
Henry Pardy, Head Turnkey, 

Jonathan Danne, Turnkey, . 

Thomas Madigan, do., "... 

Patrick Russell, do., 

John Jevers, do., 

Samuel Miller, do., 

William Frost, do., 

Margaret Fitzgerald, Matron, 

Anne Gaynor, Assistant Matron, . 
Catherine Wheeler, Hospital Nurse, 



£ s. d. 
50 0 0 
40 0 0 
40 0 0 
40 0 0 
16 0 0 
130 0 0 
66 0 0 
52 10 0 
30 0 0 
26 0 0 
26 0 0 
26 0 0 
26 0 0 
26 0 0 
40 0 0 
30 0 0 
16 18 0 



The turnkeys are paid weekly, but receive no rations or 
allowances. They are, with the exception of the head turnkey, 
supplied with uniform ; none of them are handicraftsmen. 

Extern Officers’ Visits. —Local Inspector, 230 ; Surgeon, &c., 
176 ; Protestant Chaplain, 154 ; Roman Catholic Chaplain, 262; 
Apothecary, 128. 

The following changes have taken place since last inspection 
the Protestant chaplain, the Rev. M. T. De Burgh, having 
resigned, the Rev. Wm. N. Willis has been appointed in his 
stead by the Town Council; and on the resignation of John 
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Doyle, one of the turnkeys (whose salary was £40 per annum), 
another has been appointed in his place at a salary of £2G pel- 
annum. 1 



Hospital. — This department, which is by far the best portion 
of the gaol, was very clean and orderly ; there were only two 
patients, males, at the time of my inspection. The gaol had 
been healthy, and free from epidemic. 

dumber of sick in hospital for last three years— 1852, 61 

1853, 85; 1854,170. Number of days — 1852, 305 ; 1853, 382 

1854, 425. The cost of medicine, £30 per annum (by contract) 

2 deaths m 1852, 6 in 1S53, and 3 in 1854. 



South 

District. 

City of 

Limerick Gaol. 



Board of Superintendence. 



Henry O’Shea, Mayor. 

Alderman T. M -Donnell, .T.r. 
Alderman Rich. Russell, j.r. 
Alderman L. Quinlivan, j.p. 
Alderman H. Watson, j.p. 
Francis Spaight, Esq., j.r., & t.c. 



Dr. Kane, j.p., and t.c. 
William Phayer, Esq., T.c. 
John Thos. Sheehy, Esq., t.c. 
Robert Keays, Esq., t.c. 

John M ‘Donnell, Esq., t.c. 
Francis Ward, Esq., t.c. 



The Board meets regularly every fortnight. 

General Observations. — This gaol, considering the many de- 
fects in its construction, was very clean and orderly and generally 
in a creditable state ; but there are several points to which I wish 
to direct the attention of the Board, they are — the state of the 
bedding and clothing, the slovenly appearance of .many of the 
prisoners, the want of proper educational instruction for females 
and the insubordinate feeling exhibited by several of the juve- 
niles. With respect to the bedding, I hope, as I have above 
stated, that the deficiencies will be immediately remedied. As to 
the clothing, I must urge upon the Board the absolute necessity 
of taking some steps to supply the prisoners with such prison 
dresses as will, at least, insure decency ; the state of the clothin°- 
of some of the juveniles at the time of my visit having been such 
that I felt considerable difficulty in forbearing to exercise tbe 
powers conferred upon the Inspector-General by the 87tb section 
of 7 Geo. IV., cap. 7 4. Instruction is very imperfectly imparted 
to the females by the matron, and no registry of progress is kept. 
I would suggest that an arrangement should be made to enable 
the schoolmaster to instruct the females in the presence of the 
matron, and that a registry similar to that in use for the males 
should be established. 

With respect to the condition of the juveniles, I am induced 
by various reasons to think that some change in their discipline 
and management is urgently required. Several of them made 
evidently frivolous complaints of their dietary; others complained 
that they were maltreated by the turnkeys, for which charge I 
could discover no foundation ; and generally their bearing and 
language indicated the necessity of some change in their treat- 
ment, The numbers in this gaol being now considerably re- 
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South dueed I think that separation in its entirety could be applied to 
District. t ]j e g rea t er p ar t, if not all, of this class, and I believe that such 
city of an arrangement would be found to remove very speedily that 

umaick Biwi. insubordinate feeling which at present manifestly exists, and 
which evidently results from too unrestricted association. 

Felton F. W. Hervey, Inspector-General. 

Subsequently to writing the above report, I visited the City 
of Limerick gaol, on the 9th of May, and with much pleasure 
noticed a considerable improvement in the dress and general 
appearance of the prisoners. 

F. F. W. II. 



Queeirsjhuniii Queen’s County Gaol, at Maryborough.' — Visited the 3rd 
of August and the 1 1th of December, 1855. 



State on the morning of the 3rd of August. 



Denomination of Class. 


| No. in eaeli Class. 


j No. Sick in Hospital. ' 


[ Males. 


Females 


Total. 


Males. 


Females 


Total. 


Master Debtors, .... 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


Untried. 














For Larceny, 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


Tried. 

Cases disposed of at Assizes and 
Sessions. 

Of Felony or Larceny : — 

To Transportation, 














_ 


1 


1 


_ 






To Penal Servitude, . 


_ 


4 


4 






_ 


To Imprisonment, 


23 


15 


38 


2 


1 


3 


Of Misdemeanors, &c., . 


3 


1 


4 


- 






By Courts-Martial. 














Military Offenders, 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


Disposed of Summarily. 














For Larceny, 


2 


3 


5 




_ 


_ 


Other Misdemeanors, 


3 


2 


4 


_ 


_ . 


_ 


Drunkards, 


1 


_ 


1 


_ 




- 


Dangerous Lunatics, 


6 


- 


6 


3 


- 


3 


Gross Totals, 


40 


26 


66 


5 


1 


6 
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Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified at the time of 
Inspection. 





Ages. . 




10 Years and 
under. 


1G Years and 
above 1U.‘ 


20 Years and 
above 16. 


Felons convicted, 


M. 


F. 


M. 


1 

F. 


31. 


F. 


Misdemeanants convicted, . 


- 


- 






1 


_ 


Twice imprisoned, 














Three times imprisoned, 










2 





A comparison of the number in custody on the day of 
inspection, with similar returns for the corresponding days of 
the three previous years, will show that crime is steadily 
decreasing in amount, although not perhaps to the extent 
observable in some counties. 

Total of all classes in custody on the 3rd of August, 1852, 107 
£? tt0 > Ditto, ’ 185$! 85 

Ditto, Ditto, 1854, 79 

Ditto, Ditto, 1855, 66 

Crime has in its nature also undergone considerable improve- 
ment, the more serious offences being now comparatively rare. 
Workhouse offences and vagrancy have, nearly ceased, there 
having been no prisoners of either class in custody on the 3rd 
of August, for the last three years. Drunkenness has also 
very much diminished ; in the month of May, June, and July 
111 1854, there were fifty-four drunkards committed to this 
gaol; but in the same period in 1855, there were only thirteen 
a most gratifying and remarkable fact. The numbers are| 
however, somewhat maintained by the prevalence of petty 
larcenies — the majority of the inmates being committed for 
small thefts and pilfering, which offences are here, I am sorry 
to learn, rather on the increase. There has been little change 
m the relative proportion of the sexes, but there has lately 
been some decrease in the number of juvenile offenders. The 
removal of the lunatics, three of whom were very violent, to an 
asylum, is very desirable. 

The committals in 1854 were— males, 625; females, 256. 

Re-committals— Once— males, 25; females, 16. ’ Twice— 
males, 5; females, 2. Thrice— females, 2. Four times and 
more— females, 1. Total— males, 30; females, 21. 

The committals in 1853, were— males, 629; females, 286— 
so that in the last two years there has not been much change 
in the total amount of crime, but it is gratifying to note that 
m the. females there has been some reduction, a somewhat 
exceptional case at the present time. In the re-committals also 
some improvement has taken place. 

Averages in 1854. — Average daily number — males, 58 ; 
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South 

District. 

Queen's County 
Gaol. 



females, 34. Highest at any one time— males, 78 ; females 
56. Lowest at any one time— males, 41 ; females, 20. Average 
daily number in hospital— males, 2 ; females, 1. 8 

Humber sentenced in 1854 to solitary confinement— males 
lo ; females, 2. Whipping— males, 3. Total— males, 18 • 

females, 2. ’ 



Accommodation. 



Wards, . . .6 2 Kitchens,. . .2 - 

Yards, . . .13 5 Bakery, . . . j _ 

Bay Booms, . '8 4 Store Booms, . . 2 - 

Solitary Cells, . .4 4 Laundry, . . . 1 _ 

Single Cells, . .67 50 Lavatories, . .2 1 

Cells to contain three Baths, . I - 

persons, . .16 4 Fumigating Boom, 1 I 

Hospital Booms, . 2 2 Beception Booms, . 2 2 

Chapels, ... 1 - Pumps and Wells, . 1 

Workshops, . .10 4 Tread-wheels, . 1 

Worksheds, . .2 - 



The prison was thronghont in excellent repair, and in a most 
creditable condition of order and cleanliness ; it is also secure, 
well ventilated, dry, and abundantly supplied with good water 
from the new well constructed entirely by prison labour. The 
sewerage is also very effective; the water raised by the' tread- 
wheel from the old cistern being distributed by pipes through- 
out the gaol, and applied to flushing all the cesspools and 
sewers. Two large main sewers have lately been laid down, 
which remove all the previously existing obstacles to thorough 
drainage. 5 

The bedding and blankets were, in every respect, sufficient; 
sheets are as yet used in the hospital only, but it is intended to 
supply them for every bed, and for this purpose a large 
quantity of sheeting was in process of manufacture. This 
change will be found beneficial in point of health, cleanliness, 
and even of economy. 

A new kitchen, fitted with a steam-boiler, has been erected. 

The new female prison having been reported to be com- 
plete, I inspected it on the 11th of December, and have 
much pleasure in being able to certify to its fitness for carrying 
out “separation” under the 3rd & 4th Vic., cap. 44. The 
required certificate of fitness will accordingly be given, and the 
bye-laws which have been prepared will be submitted to the 
Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council, and when they shall 
have been approved of, the new prison may at once be occupied. 
This prison contains thirty cells, in three stories, of ten cells 
each. The lighting, ventilation, and heating of the cells are 
in every respect satisfactory ; the heat is supplied by hot 
water pipes, which are fed from a stove and boiler, situated in 
the hall of the building. Each cell is duly fitted with bells, 
and rooms have been arranged for the matrons within easy 
hearing. 
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There are two water-closets on the ground floor ; so long as 
the number of female prisoners continues as low as at present, 
these will be sufficient ; but, should the whole prison be 
occupied, it will become necessary to erect additional water- 
closets on the middle or upper story. A good bath-room, 
laundry, and lavatories have been constructed — the two latter 
were not, at the time of my visit, fitted with partitions, but this 
very essential portion of the arrangement was about imme- 
diately to be supplied. 

The males are duly classified according to the prescriptions of 
the Prisons’ Act. The females are divided into four classes, such 
classification being regulated rather by character than the de- 
nomination of crime. The prostitutes are kept apart from the 
others. 

Juveniles are still mixed with adults — the formation of a 
distinct class for male juvenile offenders would be advantageous 
as preventing moral corruption and promoting reformation; 
but it is to be hoped that the separate system about to be 
applied to the females will shortly be extended to the males, 
and thus provide a still more effectual check than the most 
minute classification can afford. All prisoners, of both sexes, are 
kept separate at meals and at night. The general appearance 
and clothing of the prisoners were very satisfactory, and strict 
discipline is maintained — silence, a great assistant to discipline, 
is enforced during association. 

The governor always attends the -lock-up. There are two 
watchmen always on duty, who relieve one another every 
six hours. A tell-tale clock most accurately tests their 
vigilance at night. This clock has been subjected to many 
experiments and proofs, and has been found to be a faithful 
register of the regularity of the patrol. 

There were thirty-five punishments in 1854, all inflicted by 
authority of the governor, and none requiring particular notice. 

Employment. 

Males . — Punitive labour is supplied by the ' tread-wheel, 
winch has been fitted with partitions, and by shot-drill, which 
has not, however, been of late in operation. 

Productive labour comprises — Tailoring, shoemaking, weav- 
ing ; the manufacture of mats, brushes^" matting, and nets ; 
and carpenters’, bricklayers’, smiths’, and masons’ work. 

Females — Crochet-embroidery, knitting, spinning, plain work 
for the public, washing and ordinary work for the prison. 

Great activity prevails in this department, and the quantity 
of work executed by the small number of hands’ is very re- 
markable. In addition to prison clothing and necessaries, and 
a vast number of mats for sale, the whole of the new female 
prison, the well, and the two extensive sewers have, within the 
last few' years, been constructed solely by prison labour, under 
the immediate direction and supervision of the governor. The 
energy and skill with which this officer has conducted these 
extensive works, entitle him to the highest praise. 
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District. 



A considerable saving to the county has been* thereby effected 
T77 , ?“?. lnst ™ction 111 usefol handicrafts, calculated to enable 
^"aa o° V 1 yhviduals on release from prison, to support themselves in 
respectability by honest industry, has been imparted 

Total not profit produced by articles disposed of outside the 
we lest two years separately— 1853, £324 1U- igsi 

xo ol 4.9. 11a. ’ 

Relative to the work account as above, the cut stone, smith 
and carpenter work was taken as so much cash by the con- 
tractor, and this, together with other manufactured articles sold 
produces the above sums. ’ 



Pairs Blankets, 
Pairs Sheets, . 
Bugs, . 
Bed-ticks, 
Shirts, . 



Stock at the Time ol* Inspection 

Jackets, . 
Browsers, 
Caps, 

Pairs Shoes, 



. 178 
. 134 - 
. 207 “ 
. 177 
. 134 



. 93 
. 137 
. 147 



. Softools.--- Instruction m reading, writing, and arithmetic is 
given by the turnkeys and matrons to their respective classes 
for an hour daily. The registries of progress are correctly 
kept, and are often tested by the chaplains. The appointment 
of a regular schoolmaster would tend very much to improve 
this department, for the present salaries are not sufficient to 
insure the services of persons competent to teach, as well as to 
discharge the other duties of discipline officers. 

fenm™s b 168 ttendi " S Sdl ° 01 dU1 ™ g year 1854 — males, 276; 

Average number attending daily— males, 38; females, 26. 
Dietary. Breakfast, 8 oz. meal, halfpint milk for males; 7 
oz. of meal and half-pint of milk for females 

Dinner— 14 oz. bread and 1 pint of milk, for males; 12 
oz. bread, and three-quarters pint of milk for females. 

Males and females (juveniles)-5 oz. of oatmeal, and half 

£ P “ i 8 “■ l ~ 1 "" 1 x * 

nofv 6 T l fema ! e P , risoners ’ ldlose te ™s of imprisonment do 
dinner d ° ne csdendar month > receive gruel instead of milk for 

The milk used above is new milk. 

Contracts — Bread, baked in tbe gaol, per lb., 2d.; Indian 
medperton £ 14 ; meat, per gfc. J w ^ ” 

pfrlon £™b ’ If S f’ F 6r ° Wt - coals, 

pel ton, £~ Is. b d.; turf, per hundred, £5; straw, per ton, 

£ ’ st f S r ? el ’ d ? zen 7x ' ’ soap ’ P er cwt., £2 9-'- Sd. 

tiou n , 4 ‘ !, dletary for each prisoner on the day of inspec- 

1859 Ta^° n i 85 a < o7^ P °?£ ng day ™ tIle last tllr ee years- 
18o2 If A; 1853, 2*rf.; 1854, 2 id.; 1855, 3d. 

sn Jt e T e f , no complaints of the provisions, which I tasted 
and found to be of excellent quality. The chaplains are very 
regular in their inspection of the food, and record their remarks 
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in books kept specially for that purpose. The bread is baked 
in the prison. 

Books and Accounts . — I carefully examined the books pre- 
scribed by the Court of Queen’s Bench, and also the surgeon’s 
books, in which all orders for extra diet are duly entered, and 
found them to be - very accurately kept, and to tally exactly. 
There are several other very useful records of labour performed, 
stores received and issued, &c., all affording salutary checks 
upon the expenditure. The general accounts are very clear 
and explicit. 

The total cost of the gaol, including dietary and salaries, for 
the last three years was, 1852, £1,529 os. ; 1853, £1,568 13s. 4 d . ; 
1854, £1,588 Is. 3d. 



Officers and Salaries. 

Rev. Thomas Harpur, Local Inspector, 

James Young, Governor, .... 
Rev. William Goodwin, Protestant Chaplain, 
Rev. J. Taylor, Roman Catholic Chaplain, 
Thomas Pilsworth, Apothecary, 

David Weir, Deputy-Governor, 

Thomas Pratt, Gate Porter, 

William Whitfield, 1st Turnkey, Shoemake 
Henry Dawson, 2nd ditto, 

11 ’ ~ 3rd " 

4th 

5 th 

6 th 
7th 
8th 



Abraham Case 
Thomas Cobbe, 

Robert Bryan, 

William Sythes. 

James Cooper, 

James Ileenan, , 

James Corbett, 1st Watchman. 
Richard Tennant, 2nd ditto, 
Maryanne Sythes, 1st Matron. 
Maryanne Rich oils, 2nd ditto, 
Anne Dawson, Hospital ditto, 



ditto, 

ditto, 

ditto, 

ditto, 

ditto, 

ditto, 



Weaver, 



Mason, 

Baker, 

Mason, 



£ s. d. 
40 0 0 
200 0 0 
40 0 0 
40 0 0 
30 0 0 
60 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 
27 10 0 
27 10 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
21 0 0 
17 10 0 
21 0 0 



The turnkeys are paid monthly, and are supplied with 
uniform, but receive no rations or allowances — amongst them 
are a baker, a weaver, two masons, and a shoemaker. A vacancy 
amongst the turnkeys has not been filled up. Any further 
reduction in the strength of the staff* would seriously impair 
the efficiency of the establishment. 

Visits Paid by Officers during the year 1854. — Local In- 
spector, 107 ; . Surgeon, &c., 69; Protestant Chaplain, 169; 
Roman Catholic Chaplain, 79. 

. Hospital . — There were five males (three of whom were luna- 
tics) and one female in the hospital, which was clean and airv, 
and well supplied with all requirements, including two new 
water-closets in process of erection. 

The hospital books afford very satisfactory references. The 
gaol had been healthy and free from epidemic. 

The following are the returns for the last three years col- 
lectively Number in hospital, 132 ; number of days, 1,508 ; 
cost of medicine, £19 4s. 9 dr, deaths, 7. 
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South 

District. 

Queen's County 
Gaol. 



Board of Superintendence. 



Hon. Thomas Vesey. 
G-eorge Adair, Esq. 

Chidley Coote, Esq. 
Edward W. Chetwode, Esq. 
William W. Despard, Esq. 
Matthew S. Cassan, Esq. 



Rev. J. T. Moore. 

William Hamilton, Esq. 

Lewis Moore, Esq. 

Richard S. Hawk es worth, Esq. 
Henry White, Esq. 

Robert H. Stubber, Esq. 



The Board meets monthly for the transaction of general 
business, and then gives a cheque for the aggregate of all 
accounts to the governor, who pays the bills, and retails the 
receipts at the next meeting. 



Bridewells. Bridewells. 

Boms. Borris. — One female in custody ; 29 in the last quarter. The 

house was clean and orderly, and the bedding in good condi- 
tion, but an additional supply was required. There is only 
one yard for both sexes, and it was untidy. On the 23rd of 
May the pump had been dry for six months, and the keeper’s 
apartments were still smoky. " The sewerage effective. Petty 
sessions fortnightly ; transmittals immediate. Registry anil 
committals correct. The local inspector visits frequently. 
Dietary, which consists of two meals of bread and milk, males, 
6d . ; females 5^d. 

Abbeyieix. Abbeyleix. — No prisoners ; thirty-one in the last quarter. 

This bridewell was throughout clean and orderly, but the blank- 
ets were very indifferent. It is in contemplation . to erect an 
outside wall, which will enclose space sufficient for the establish- 
ment of a new yard, into which a window is to he made from 
the male day-room. These improvements are urgently required, 
for the present accommodation is quite insufficient for health or 
exercise, and the day-room, notwithstanding the open iron 
gate, is still very dark. There is a good supply of water from 
a pump on the premises, hut the privy, although clearable from 
the outside,, was very offensive. Petty sessions fortnightly, 
transmittals immediate. Registry and committals very correct. 
The local inspector visits. Dietary as above. 

Stradbaliy. Stradbally — No prisoners ; thirteen in the last quarter. 

The house throughout clean and orderly, but the chimney of the 
keeper’s kitchen smokes badly. Water from a pump on the 
premises, and sewerage effective. The bedding adequate. 
Petty sessions fortnightly, and transmittals immediate. Re- 
gistry and committals correct. The local inspector visits, and 
the governor of the county gaol inspects this as well as the 
other county bridewells frequently. Dietary — males, 6^d. ; 
females, 5 \d. There is only one yard for both sexes, and it 
is so insecure that prisoners cannot be left in it, even for live 
minutes, un watched. 

Felton F. W. Heevey, Inspector-General. 
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County of Tipperary (North Riding) Gaol, at Nenagh.— 
Visited on the 8th of May, 185S. 



State. 



Denomination of Class. 


No. 


n each Class. 


No. Sick in Hospital. 




Females. 


Total. 


Males. 


Females. 


3 


Master Debtors, 














Pauper do., . 


2 


- 


2 


_ 


_ 


: 


Untried. 














For Felony, . 














,, Larceny, 














,, Misdemeanors, 
Deserters, 


2 


i 


1 

2 


- 


- 


- 


Tried. 














Cases disposed of at Assizes and 














Sessions. 














Of Felony or Larcenv : 














To Penal Servitude, . 














To Imprisonment, 














Of Misdemeanors, &c., . 


4 


1 


5 


_ 


_ 


_ 


Disposed of Summarily. 
For Larceny, * 














Offences under Larceny Act, . 














Other Misdemeanors, 












- 


Under Poor Law Act, . 












- 


Vagrants, 






* 




- 


-7 


Dangerous Lunatics, . . 


4 


1 


5 


2 


- 


2 


Gross Totals, . 


67 


39 


106 


5 


6 


10 



Offences, &c., of Juyeniees Classified at the time of 
Inspection. 





Ages. 


10 Years and 
under. 


16 Years and 
aboye 10. 


20 Y ears and 
above 16. 


Felons convicted, . 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


Misdemeanants convicted, 












5 


Committed for trial at assizes and 










- 


~ 


sessions — Felons, 














Summary convictions, . 










“ 




Vagrants, 












- 


"Workhouse offenders. 










“ 


~ 


Offenders on leaving Workhouse, . 


- 


_ 


3 


_ 


_ 


3 


Twice imprisoned, 














Three times imprisoned. 














Four times imprisoned, 














Five times imprisoned, and upwards, 








" 


2 
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South 

District. 



County of 
Tipperary 



A comparison of the numbers in custody on the day of in- 
spection and on the corresponding days of the three preceding 
years, exhibits a very gratifying decrease in crime — 8th of Mnv 

1852, 316; 1853, 245; 1854*191; 1855, 116 . These fiS 



(North RMing) 010 5 *40; 191; 1855, 116. These fibres 

Gaol. demonstrate that the number confined in 1855 is less hv 9nn 

til fin t.lmt in 1»S9. nn,l ..... . , o W 



_ * — wnuucu iu j-kjuo icss oy 2\)[J 

than that in 1852; and when we consider that of the 116 in 
custody on the day of' inspection, 17 were convicts and 7 lunatics 
two classes for whom special places of confinement are provided' 
the reduction is still more striking. Vagrancy and workhouse 
offences here, as generally throughout Ireland, have much de- 
creased. 



8th of May, 1852 
„ 1853 

„ 1854 

„ 1855 



Vagrants. 

28 

13 

8 



Workhouse offenders. 
17 
13 
9 



Offences against the person have greatly decreased, 



tlie 



. o- i satiny uBcreasea, tile 

majority of prisoners being in custody on charges of larceny 
retty larcenies are very prevalent; drunkenness has, I grieve 
to^ say, considerably increased, the number of drunkards com- 
mitted in tile first four months of 1855 being greater than in 
the corresponding periods of preceding years, ^ notwithstanding 
the great reduction in the total of committals. 

The committals and re-committals for the last year may also 
be favourably contrasted with those of the previous year. 

Committals — 1853, males, 985; females, 522; 1854, males 
in 4; 1Q f ? 1 f aleS i 34 f, pe-committals — 1 853, males, 39; females! 

4J ; 1854, males, 58 ; females, 31. Average daily number 1853 

males, 121; females, 75; 1854, males, 89; females, 62. Highest 
and lowest in custody at any one time— 1853, males, 193 and 
95; females, 110 and 50; 1854, males, 120 and 69; females 78 
and 39. $ 

The relative proportion of the sexes appears to have undergone 
much less change in this gaol than in the generality of prisons; 
and as it may fairly be supposed that the causes which have 
tended elsewhere to prevent the reduction of female, equally 
with male, crime, apply with considerable force to Worth Tipper- 
ary, we are impelled to the conclusion that the careful and strict 
discipline here so efficiently carried out with respect to tile 
females has acted as an effectual deterrent to this class of 
offenders. The same remarks are applicable to the juveniles, 
in whose number a considerable reduction is observable. 

The accommodation consists of 



Wards, 

Yards, . 

Day rooms, 

Solitary cells, 

Single cells, 

Cells to contain three 
persons, 



M. 



23 

13 

12 

4 

112 



39 14 



Sleeping rooms, 

No. of beds in such 
rooms, 

Hospital rooms, 
Chapels, . 

School rooms, . 
Workshops, 



M. 

9 
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Worksheds, 


M. 

4 


F. 

1 


Baths, 


M. F. 

10 4 


Kitchens, 


3 


1 


Reception room, 


1 


Bakery, . 


1 


- 


Pumps and wells, 


2 


Store rooms, 


4 


1 


Tread-wheels, . 


2 - 


Laundries, 


• 


2 


Capstan-mill, . 


1 



The gaol was throughout in excellent repair, and in a most 
creditable condition of order and cleanliness ; the ventilation is 
good, and the supply of water unfailing. The sewerage is, how- 
ever, very indifferent — the drains leading from the privies do 
not effectively carry off the soil, consequently at the time of my 
visit the privies and sewers in most of the yards were excessively 
offensive, and I have been informed that since that period the 
nuisance has increased. The readiest, and indeed the only effec- 
tual method, of remedying this great defect appears to be by 
flushing the sewers constantly with large quantities of water — 
the sewers having so little slope that small quantities of water 
are of no avail. The new force-pump, now so nearly completed, 
will afford means of applying this remedy ; and I was informed 
that it was in contemplation to carry pipes from tills pump to 
each yard for the purpose of flushing the sewers. I regretted 
to find that the completion of the pump was temporarily sus- 
pended, owing to some omission in the presentment ; but 1 trust 
that the work will shortly be resumed and finished ; and by its 
aid the sewerage, in which consists the almost sole defect of this 
gaol, be rendered permanently effective. 

There was an ample supply of good bedding. Sheets are in 
process of manufacture in the prison for the use of the whole 
gaol, an arrangement which will undoubtedly be productive of 
considerable advantage. The locks — as, indeed, was all the iron- 
work — were in especially good order. Excellent lavatories are 
attached to each wing, and new and capacious baths have been 
erected in the wash yards. The store rooms are large, dry, and 
commodious. The drying-room is fitted with a stove, and a 
thorough draught can at all times be procured. There are two 
laundries : in one washing for the public is carried on with great 
activity, regularity, and neatness ; but it is decidedly desirable 
that partitions should be affixed to the washing troughs, as the 
unrestricted association enjoyed by the females employed in 
this department appears scarcely consistent with the strict dis- 
cipline enforced elsewhere in the gaol. There are excellent 
probationary wards, which tend to prevent infection and other 
evils unfortunately not provided against in many prisons. The 
complete separation between the male and female prisons is a 
very important characteristic of this gaol. 

The ranges of building are alternately composed of large and 
small sized cells — all the large cells are heated with hot water, 
and require nothing but the addition of bells to qualify them for 
entire separation. 

_ Classification among the males is duly observed. The juve- 
niles are kept apart from the adults except whilst working at 
the corn mill, and are in all respects maintained in approxima- 
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Soxjtk tive se P arat i° n - All the males sleep and take their meals in 

i strict, separation, but their handicraft employment is chiefly carried 
County o/ out in association in the day rooms. Classification amongst the 
WoSxiZa females is not so strictly maintained, and is in a great measure 
end. dictated by character ; the re-committals and worst characters 
do their work in separate cells, the best behaved are generally 
employed in the laundry. All take their meals, and 32 sleep in 
separation. 

The prisoners were all well clothed, and their general appear- 
ance, bearing, and discipline were highly creditable ; nor, indeed, 
could it well be otherwise under the active supervision of the 
very efficient governor. 

The lock-up is always attended by the governor or his deputy 
—the night patrol is carried on by two watchmen on alternate 
nights. 

The punishments in 1854 were 52, but there had been only 1 
from the 1st of January to the 8th of May, 1855 — all inflicted 
by the authority of the governor. 

Number sentenced during the year 1854 to whipping, 
males, 18. 

Employment . — Return showing how the prisoners were em- 
ployed in the gaol of Nenagh, 8th May, 1855. 

Employment of Males. 



Carpenters, . . .3 Painting and glazing, . . 2 

Sawyers, . ... 2 Grinding corn, . . .18 

Shoemakers, . .1 Employed at bako-liouse, . 2 

Tailors, . . . . 2 Stonebreaking, . . .4 

Weavers and winders, . 5 Prison duties, . ’. ’ g 

Mat-making, . . .4 Unemployed and sick, . 10 

Teasing cocoa-nut fibre, .10 

Smiths’ work, .. . 1 Total, . . 72 

Employment of Females. 

Washing, . . .8 Teasing cocoa-nut fibre, . S 

Mangling, .... 3 Prison duties, . . . 3 

Needlework, . . .2 Unemployed and sick, . 8 

Knitting, ..... 2 

Spinning and hackling flax, 9 Total 44 

Pounding and scutching flax, 4 



Industrial and productive labour is most systematically and 
energetically pursued, as is evidenced by the above schedule: 
all the prison clothing and necessaries are manufactured within 
the gaol. The total of net profit produced by articles disposed of 
outside the gaol for the last two years was-J853, £113 los. id . ; 
1854, £54 18s. id. The decrease of numbers and the dearness 
of flax haying diminished both the quantity manufactured and 
the profit derived. Flax is prepared by the females from the 
straw to the thread. 

Punitive labour is supplied by the tread-wheel (by which water 
is pumped), and occasionally by shot-drill. 
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Stock on the day of inspection 

Pairs blankets, . . 274 Skirts, . 

Pairs sheets, . . .38 Jackets, . 

pugs, . • • .236 Trowsers, 

Hammocks or cots, . . 12 Caps, 

Bed-ticks, . • . 240 Pairs shoes, 

Schools . — The males are instructed for an hour morning and 
evening in reading, writing, and arithmetic, by Robert Hawks- 
ley, a turnkey, who appears to perform his duties most efficiently, 
and to have a peculiar aptitude for teaching — one male, 24 years 
old, who did not know his alphabet when received into the gaol, 
having thoroughly learnt to read in four months. The females 
are similarly taught by the matron. Satisfactory registries of 
progress for both males and females are kept. The schools were 
attended during the year 1854 by 474 males, and 296 females — 
daily average, 18 males ; 14 females. 

Dietary and Contracts. — Bread — No contract for bread, it 
being baked in the prison at 5 \d. per 41b. loaf; oatmeal, 16.5. §\d. 
per cwt.; meat, 4 \d. per lb.; new milk, Id. per gallon; butter- 
milk, 5 d. per gallon; salt, 2\d. per stone; coals, 285. per ton; 
candles, tyd. and Id. per lb.; soap, 285. per cwt. 

Breakfast. — Males — 8 oz. of oatmeal with 4 pint of new milk. 
Females — 7 oz. of oatmeal, with ^ pint of new milk. 

Dinner. — Males — 14 oz. of bread with 1 pint of skim milk, or 
the same of gruel. Females — 12 oz. of bread, with 3 naggins 
of skim milk, or the same of gruel. 

The net cost of dietary per day for each prisoner on the day 
of inspection, and on the corresponding days of the last three 
years, was — 1852, l-?-fv id.', 1853, 2%%%rd.’, 1854, 3 \d., 1855, 
There were no complaints of the provisions, which are 
regularly inspected by the chaplains, who now enter their re- 
marks in a visiting book. The brown bread was peculiarly good, 
and is baked in an oven heated by hot air — the whole apparatus 
and arrangement being most skilful, interesting, and economical. 
The stirabout is composed entirely of oatmeal, no Indian meal 
being used in the gaol. 

Books and Accounts . — The books prescribed by the Court of 
Queen’s Bench are kept with great neatness, and tally exactly. 

The hospital book is very satisfactory, as are also the labour 
book and the distinct visiting books for each extern officer. 
The accounts appeared to be most accurate. The total cost 
of the gaol, including dietary and salaries, for the last three 
years was — 1852, £2,301 11s. 11 d.\ 1853, £2,223 135.; 1854, 
£2,357 115. Id. 

Officers and Salaries . 

£ s. d. 

Thomas T. Abbot, Local Inspector, . . 50 0 0 

James H. Poe, Protestant Chaplain, . . 50 0 0 

Thomas Mahony, Roman Catholic do., . . 50 0 0 

George Frith, Surgeon, . . . 50 0 0 

Francis Calahan, Apothecary, . . 25 0 0 
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South 

District. 

County of 
Tipperary 
{North Hiding ) 
Gaol. 



Bridewells. 

Borrisokane. 





£ 


s. 


d. 


Thomas Rock, Governor, 

Nathaniel Betty, Deputy-Governor, 


250 


0 


0 


100 


0 


0 


James Going, Head Turnkey, and Storekeeper, 


36 


0 


0 


Edward Tracy, Watch or Gate Turnkey, . 36 

Henry Alcock, Turnkey, in charge of bake-house, 


0 


0 


and Clerk, ..... 


31 


0 


0 


Philip Heany, Turnkey, and carpenter, 


36 


0 


0 


Thomas Pyke, do., and shoemaker, 

Robt. Hawksley, do., whitesmith, and school- 


31 


0 


0 


master, ..... 


31 


0 


0 


Geo. Robinson, do., and tailor, 


31 


0 


0 


Robert Parker, do., and weaver, 

Edward Greene, do., miller, and attending shot 


31 


0 


0 


drill, ...... 

William Roberts, do., and painter, 


31 


0 


0 


31 


0 


0 


James Pierce, do., and watchman, . 
Charles Smith, do., do., 


31 


0 


0 


31 


0 


0 


Eliza Betty, Matron, .... 


40 


0 


0 


Rebecca Owens, Female Assistant, 


21 


0 


0 


Mary Purtill, Laundress, 


21 


0 


0 


Mary Galbraith, Hospital Nurse, 


21 


0 


0 



All tlie officers, except the governor and deputy-governor, 
receive 2 lbs. of bread and 2 pints of new milk daily. The 
turnkeys are paid monthly, and wear uniform. As a reward for 
great attention to their duties the Board granted, at the end of 
last year, a gratuity of £5 out of the profits to each of the seven 
turnkeys who are handicraftsmen. Among them are a carpenter, 
a tailor, a smith, a shoemaker, a weaver, a painter, and a miller. 

Visits of Extern Officers . — Local Inspector, 124; Surgeon, &c., 
115 ; Protestant Chaplain, 27 ; Roman Catholic Chaplain, 75. 

Hospitals . — There were 5 males and 5 females in the hospi- 
tals, which are commodious and convenient, and were in excellent 
order. The gaol has been free from epidemic, and has been 
generally healthy, but the number in hospital was greater in 
proportion to the total in custody than in the majority of gaols. 
For the last three years the number of patients was 299; of 
deaths, 15; of days, 13,668; and the cost of medicine was 
£67 65 . 3 d. 



Board of Superintendence. 



Sir John C. Carden, Bart. 
Joshua R. Minnett, Esq. 
Caleb Going, Esq. 

John Going, Esq. 

Richard E.. Phillips, Esq. 
John Bennett, Esq. 



Thomas Sadlier, Escj. 
William II. Carroll, Esq. 
Richard Gasoil, Esq. 
Bassett W. Holmes, Esq. 
Major G. Jackson. 

Major Dundas. 



The Board meets monthly, and then discharges all bills by 
cheques payable to the purveyors. 

Bridewells. 

Borrisokane. — No prisoners at the time of my visit; 34 in the 
last quarter. This bridewell was clean and orderly throughout, 
and 'well supplied with bedding. The sewerage is effective, but 
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South 

District. 

County of 
Tipperary 
(. North Riding.) 



Bridewells. 



[ Thurla*. 



water is very scarce, and the pump is out of repair. The walls 
are so low that the yards are quite insecure. • The keeper has 
only one small room, in which he and his family are obliged to 
sleep, to cook, and to pass the day. The registry and com- 
mittals were correct. Petty sessions are held fortnightly, and 
-transmittals are immediate. The local inspector visits occasion- 
ally. There is no contract for provisions. Dietary, 6 d. for males ; 

51 d. for females. Keeper’s salary, £25. 

“Newport.— No prisoners ; 36 in the last quarter, 27 in the Newport, 
quarter ending December 31st, 40 in that ending September 
30th. Bedding sufficient ; registry and committals correct. 

Petty sessions fortnightly ; transmittals immediate. The local 
inspector never visits. Dietary, 5 d. for both sexes. This bride- 
well, the accommodation of which merely consists of two dark , 
damp dungeons, by way of cells , and of one low , wet yaid, is 
quite unfit to be used as a place of confinement for human crea- 
tures. It has been often reported against, and a change is im- 
peratively called for. 

T lurries.— One female; 200 in the last quarter, of whom 117 
were drunkards. The cells of this bridewell were clean and 
orderly, and well supplied with bedding, but the male yard was 
very untidy, and was covered with large stones which required 
breaking; both the privies also were dirty. The sewerage is 
effective, but the force-pump in the male yard was out of repair. 

The registry appeared to be correct ; the keeper was absent, and 
had locked up all the committals. _ Petty sessions weekly, and 
transmittals regular. The local inspector visits occasionally. 
Dietary, 4f hd. for males, 3| d. females. Keeper’s salary, £34. . 

Templemore . — Three males ; 84 in the last quarter. This 
bridewell was clean and orderly, and well supplied with water 
horn a pump on the premises. The sewerage is effective ; some 
new bed tickens are required. The accommodation, especially 
for females, for whom there is only one bed, is too limited. The 
male yard is insecure, owing to the lowness of the walls. . All 
the chimneys smoke very badly. The registry and committals 
particularly correct. Petty sessions weekly; transmittals im- 
mediate. "The local inspector visits once a quarter. Dietary, 
males, 5d . ; females, 4f& Keeper’s salary, £25. 

Roscrea . — One male and 1 female; 110 in the last quarter. 

The bridewell throughout was clean and orderly; some new bed 
tickens and rugs are required. There is no water on the pre- 
mises, but an allowance of 1 \d. per day is allowed for fetching 
it. The sewers are not unfrequently choked, and there is an 
open cesspool in the male yard, which is a great nuisance. The 
registry and committals correct. Petty sessions weekly, and 
transmittals immediate. The local inspector seldom visits, and 
makes no entry. The dietary, which consists of two meals of 
bread and milk, h%d. , males ; 5-gdL , females. Keeper s salary , £25. 

Felton F. W. Hervey, Inspector-General. 



Templemore. 



. Roscrea. 
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Dmtbict. CoraT5f 01 (S° 0 7= Gaol, ax Clonmel- 

— Visited the 21st of August, 1855. 

County of 

Tipperary 

( South Ruling) ~ ~ 

Gaol. 

Number of Prisoners and Nature of Offences. 

No. Sick in Hospital. 



Denomination of Class. 

Pauper Debtors, . 

Untried. 

Por Felony, 

,, Larceny, . . \ 

,, Misdemeanors, . \ 

Deserters, . . ] 

Tried. 

Cases Disposed of at Assizes and 
Sessions. 

Of Felony or Larceny: 

To Penal Servitude, . 

,, Imprisonment, . ] 

Of Misdemeanors, &c., . 

Disposed of Summarily. 
Offences under Larceny Act, 

In default of Bail, 

Non-payment of Fines & Penalties, 
Under Poor Law Act, 

Vagrants, . . ’I 

Drunkards, . [ 

Dangerous Lunatics, 

Gross Totals, . \ 



Females Total. 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified at the time of 
Inspection. 



10 Years and 
under. 



16 Years and 
above 10. 



Felons convicted, . 

Misdemeanants convicted, . 
Committed for trial at assizes and 
sessions — Felons, 

Misdemeanants, 

Summary convictions, 

Vagrants, 

Workhouse offenders, 



Twice imprisoned, 
Three times imprisoned, 
Four times imprisoned, 
Five times imprisoned, a 



and upwards, 



i F. 


1 

M. 


F. 


! «• 


1 - 


36 


2 


17 


1 


5 


1 


7 


- 


1 

1 




1 


- 


2 




1 - 




'• 6 




4 


~ 


1 | 




6 


- 


10 




8 


- 


5 




6 


~ 


4 




3 




6 


' 


2 
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Nowhere has the decrease in the number of prisoners been South 
more steadily progressive than here, as may be proved by an ^strict. 
examination of the subjoined returns of the totals in custody on county of 
the 21st of August, in the four last years— 1852, 498; 1853, (.South Jlidint 
437 ; 1854, 362 ; 1855, 237. This very marked improvement is Gtni 
the more striking, when it is considered that on the 16th of June, 

1851, Clonmel gaol contained no less than 1,035 prisoners— 
nor is it only in amount that crime has undergone so favourable 
a change, for it has much improved in nature also. Committals 
for the°more aggravated offences have been very few during the 
past year ; and here, as elsewhere, petty larcenies and misde- 
meanors constitute the chief causes of imprisonment. Drunk- 
enness, which in the commencement of the year was very 
prevalent, has of late considerably decreased ; and in vagrancy 
and workhouse offences a material decline has taken place. 

Vagrants. Workhouse Offenders. 

21st of August, 1852, 82 . 60 

„ 1853, 28 . 57 

„ 1854, . 1 . 35 

„ 1855, . 13 . 7 

These are indeed most gratifying indications of social improve- 
ment ; but it will be seen, from a comparison of the committals 
for 1854 with those of the preceding year, that the reduction in 
female crime has not been at all in proportion to that in the 



male — 

Committals in 1853, 
„ 1854, 



Males. Females. 

3,260 . 1,383 

2,186 . 1,011 



Thus, whilst the decrease in the male committals amounted to 
1,084, that in the females was only 372. Nor is this dispropor- 
tion surprising, for besides that the male population has been 
especially thinned by enlistment, it must he recollected that the 
limited accommodation of the female prisbn prevents the applica- 
tion to offenders of that sex of the dissociative, and consequently 
deterrent system, which has in some measure been brought to 
bear upon the males. . 

There has latterly been some diminution m the number ot 
juveniles, and in the re-committals, but in this respect also the 
females may be unfavourably contrasted with the males. 

Re-committals during 1854 — Once males, 53; females, 22. 
Twice— males, 106; females, 16. Thrice— males, 32 ; females, 
6. Four times and more — males, 15; females, 8. Total- 
males, 206 ; females, 52. 

Average in 1854. — Average daily number — males, 214 ; 
females.lig. Highest at any one time — males, 312; females, 
150. Lowest at any one time — males, 142 ; females, 71. 
Average daily number in hospital — males, 6 ; females, 3. 

The convicts, of whom there were 3 1 at the time of rny visit, 
have since been removed to Government Prisons ; and it is very 
desirable that the gaol should be relieved of the lunatics, for 
whose cure, or indeed safe custody, prisons can never properly 
provide. 

T 2 
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South 

District. 

County of 
. Tipperary 
(South Riding) 
Gaol. 



Accommodation. 

M. F. 

Wards, . . . 34 4 Workshops, . 

Yards, . . 18 3 Worksheds, . 

Day Rooms, . . 10 4 Kitchens, 

Single Cells, . . 100 40 Store Rooms, 

Single Cells of largersize, 39 - Laundries, 

Cells to contain 3 persons, 57 - Lavatories, 

Sleeping Rooms, . .64 Baths, . 

No. of Beds in such Rooms, 25 20 Reception Room, 
Hospital Rooms, . . 10 4 Pumps and Wells, 

Chapels, . . .21 Tread-wheels, 

School-rooms, . .11) 



M. 

10 

27 

1 

5 

1 

8 

7 

1 

10 

2 



The building was throughout in good repair, dry, well venti- 
lated, and very clean; drinking water is supplied by numerous 
pumps, and the sewers, which are very effective, are frequently 
flushed with water, raised by the two tread- wheels, and conducted 
to every yard. The bedding and blankets were sufficient in 
quantity and quality, sheets are used in the hospitals only ; if 
every bed were supplied with them, it would be found advan- 
tageous in point of health, cleanliness, and even of economy, as 
saving much of the wear and tear of the blankets. The accom- 
modation for males is in every respect adequate, and they are 
well provided with baths and lavatories, except in the old gaol, 
where buckets are used for personal ablution ; but the female 
prison is not large enough for even the present reduced number 
of inmates, and is only furnished with one bath ; it has, however, 
a good laundry, drying, and ironing room. 

Classification, according to the Prisons’ Act, is strictly main- 
tained amongst the males. In addition to the prescribed 
divisions, the juveniles are collected in a separate class, and are 
not brought into contact with adults, except occasionally at 
hard labour ; and as the tread-wheels, the yard in which they 
are placed, and. the stone-breaking yards are fitted with parti- 
tions, the isolation of the young from the old may be said to be 
complete, than which nothing can tend more to prevent moral 
contamination, and to promote reformation. All the males 
sleep, and take their meals in separation. 

The classification of the females is necessarily imperfect ; 
they are merely divided into four classes, according to character, 
(the prostitutes being, when the numbers will permit, kept 
apart from the rest), and sleep and take their meals in association. 

The adults were all well clothed ; but some of the boys were 
in a very ragged and scarcely decent condition, and were, 
besides, not very clean in their persons. 

Proper discipline appeared to be enforced. The governor 
always attends the lock-up ; two turnkeys patrol at night, and 
their vigilance is tested by three tell-tale clocks. 

There were 148 punishments for prison offences in 1854, all 
inflicted by order of the governor, and none requiring particular 
notice. During the year 1854, 52 males were sentenced to 
whipping. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




277 



Inspectors- General of Prisons in Ireland. 

Employment. — Males. — Punitive labour — tread-wlieel and Sobth 
shot-drill — the latter however is not at present in use. District. 

Productive labour. — Tailoring, shoemaking, weaving, tinker- county of 
ing, carpentering, smiths’ work, stone-breaking, wood-chopping, 
washing barrack bedding, and prison duties. <*»<. 

Females. — Washing for public and prison, carding, spinning, 
knitting, needlework, &c. Very creditable activity prevails in 
this department ; the works are carried on in shops and sheds 
arranged for the purpose. All the prison clothing and necessaries 
are manufactured and made up in the prison. 

The total of net profit produced by articles disposed of outside 
the gaol, for the last two years, was: — 1853, £118 17s. 3 Id . ; 

1854, £127 7s. 8 d. 



Stock at the time of Inspection. 



Pairs Blankets, 


. 876 


Shirts, . 


. 120 


Pairs Sheets, . 


. 100 


Jackets, . 


. 130 


Rugs, 


. 850 


Trowsers, 


. 150 


Hammocks or Cots, 


. 388 


Caps, 


. 130 


Bed-ticks, 


. 380 


Pairs Shoes, . 


. 156 


Schools. — The males and females are instructed by 


a turnkey 



and assistant matron respectively, for two hours daily in reading 
and arithmetic. Registries of progress are kept, that for the 
males being now of a proper form, but are of little use, since 
they are never tested by the chaplains, who indeed take no 
cognizance of the schools. It is to be regretted that no instruc- 
tion is given in writing. Number attending school during the 
pastyear — males, 692; females, 193. Average number attending 
daily — males, 30 ; females, 20. 

Dietary. — Breakfast — first class — 8 oz. oatmeal in stirabout, 
and half-pint new milk ; second class, 7 oz. oatmeal, and half- 
pint new milk. Dinner — first class — 14 oz. household bread, 
and one pint new milk. To prisoners sentenced to one month 
and under, 1 oz. oatmeal in gruel, in lieu of milk ; second class 
—12 oz. household bread, and -J pint of new milk. To prisoners 
sentenced to one month and under, same as first class. 

Contracts. — Bread, 7^(7. per 4 lbs.; oatmeal, 16s. 8c7.percwt.; 
meat, 5 Id. per lb.; newmilk, 6 £d. per gallon; salt, 2d. per stone; 
coals, 18s. 4 d. per ton ; candles, 7 d. per lb. ; soap, 24s. per cwt. 

Net cost of dietary for each prisoner on the day of inspection, 
and on the corresponding day in the last three years — 1852, 
2fdkZ.; 1853, IfkVA; 1854, SIM.; 1855, 3411 d. There was 
one, apparently frivolous, complaint of the quantity, but none 
of the quality of the provisions, which are regularly inspected 
by the chaplains, who duly record such inspections, each in a 
separate visiting book ; an excellent arrangement. The bread 
is not baked in the prison. 

Books and Accounts. — All the books prescribed by the Court 
of Queen’s Bench are now kept with great care and accuracy ; 
the Gate-Porter’s Book, and the errors in the Daily Consumption 
Book, having been corrected since the last inspection. The 
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District hospital k°°ks are deserving of peculiar commendation, as giving 
i strict. gQ I ^ 1UC | 1 valuable information, as well as recording so exactly 
County of all issues of hospital and^extra diet. Many other valuable forms, 
(SojifhRidtig) deluding the labour account, afford most satisfactory references! 

Gaol There are pass-books for all tradesmen ; and the general accounts 
are kept with great care. 

The total cost of the gaol, including dietary and salaries, for 
the last three years, was— 1852, £4,635 2s. 8 d. ; 1853, £4,573 
85. 6d. ; 1854, £4,343 11s. 3d. 

Officers and Salaries. 

£ 5. d. 

Rev. James Morton, Local Inspector, . „ 100 0 0 

Rev. Henry Fry, Protestant Chaplain, . 50 0 0 

Rev. Michael Bourke, Roman Catholic Chaplain, 50 0 0 
William J. Sheill, Surgeon, . . . . 74 0 0 

Mr. Isaac Strahan, “Governor, .... 250 0 0 
Mr. Robert Grubb, Deputy-Governor, . . 120 0 0 

Mr. John Sandford, Clerk, . . . . 100 0 0 

Mr. Richard Legge, Secretary to the Board, . 30 0 0 
Mrs. Mary Cleary, Matron, . . . . 40 0 0 

Mary Anne Cleary, Turnkey, . . . .15 0 0 

Margaret Cleary, ditto, . . . . 10 0 0 

James Baron, Turnkey, Cook, . . . 34 7 6 

Denis Kearney, ditto, . . . . 34 7 6 

Humphry J essop, ditto, Slater, . . .34 7 6 

Joseph M £ Caffrey, ditto, . . . 34 7 6 

John Whetston, ditto, . . , 34 7 6 

John Fetherston, ditto, Carpenter, . . 34 7 6 

Nathaniel Russell, ditto, Shoemaker, . . 34 7 6 

James Walsh, ditto, . . . 34 7 6 

Richard Walsh, ditto, . . . 34 7 6 

Philip Shea, ditto, . . . 34 7 6 

Henry Bushell, ditto, Weaver, . . . 34 7 6 

James Quin, ditto, . . . 34 7 6 

Edmond Power, ditto, Schoolmaster, . . 34 7 6 

Thomas Somers, ditto, Hospital, . . 34 7 6 

Catherine Bergin, Hospital Nurse, . . . 15 15 0 

The turnkeys are paid monthly, and are supplied with uniform, 
but receive no rations. 

I was glad to find that in consequence of the continuance of 
the high price of provisions, the extra pay was still issued to 
them. Three only are handicraftsmen — a shoemaker, a weaver, 
and a carpenter. The services of three turnkeys have lately 
been dispensed with, the number of prisoners having been so 
much diminished. 

Officers' Visits — Local Inspector, 232 ; Surgeon, &c., 326 ; 
Protestant Chaplain, 202; Roman Catholic Chaplain, 168. 

Hospitals . — The accommodation for the sick is very good, 
and both hospitals are furnished with all requirements. The 
medical books, as has been above referred to, are peculiarly clear 
and explicit. There were two male and two female patients 
only, at the time of my visit. The gaol had been healthy and 
free from epidemic. 
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No. in Hospital. No. of Days. Deaths. Cost of Medicine. South 

£ s. d. District. 

1853, . 412 . 3,815 . 6 . 33 8 7 r ~ . 

1854, . 315 . 3,645 . 5 . 25 6 11 

1855, 175 . 1,816 . 2 . 22 1 10 iSrnamm 

’ Gael. 

Board of Superintendence. 

Earl of Donoughmore. I Samuel Riall, Esq. 

John Bagwell, Esq. j Joseph Grubb, Esq. 

Stephen Moore, Esq. j Edward Phelan, Esq. 

Pownal Phipps, Esq. j Honorable George Gough. 

Samuel William Barton, Esq. j Percy Gough, Esq. 

William H. Riall, Esq. ! William Quin, Esq. 

The Board meets monthly for the transaction of general 
business; and at each meeting discharges all accounts by 
cheques, payable to the parties. 

Bridewells. Bridewells. 

Clogheen. — One male prisoner at the time of my visit ; forty- cioghe#». 
eight in the last quarter, of whom ten were drunkards. The 
building was throughout very clean and orderly. The blankets 
were, however, insufficient both in quantity and quality ; and 
there is no water on the premises, but an allowance is made for 
fetching it. The sewerage is tolerably effective, but the soil 
from the privies can only be removed through the prison. 

Nothing had been done to render this bridewell more secure, 
either by bevelling off the projections of the window sills, or 
erecting chevaux defrise, which were recommended last year 
by Mr. Connellan. Petty sessions fortnightly, and transmittals 
immediate ; the registry and committals very correct. The local 
inspector visits frequently. Dietary, 4 d. per head for both 
sexes, by contract. Some gravel for the yards was much wanted. 

Tipperary Four male prisoners ; 234 in the last quarter, of Tipperary. 

whom 125 were drunkards. This bridewell was throughout clean, 
orderly, and amply supplied with excellent bedding ; the pumps 
were in good order, and the sewerage effective ; some improve- 
ments in the method of cleaning the privies had also been made ; 
no repairs had been done to the roof since the last inspection, and 
some eave-shoots were much required. Petty sessions weekly, 
and transmittals immediate ; registry and committals correct. 

The local inspector and the governor of the county gaol visit. 

Dietary, males, 4 d. ; females, 3 \d. per head, by contract. 

Cahir. — No prisoners ; 127 in the last quarter, of whom forty* Cahir. 
six were drunkards. The house clean and orderly, and the 
bedding adequate ; the yards required gravelling, and the 
windows of the keeper’s apartments were very leaky, rendering 
it impossible to keep the rooms clean or dry in wet weather. 

No water on the premises, but an allowance for fetching it. 

There are no sewers, and the cesspools can only be emptied by 
carrying out the soil through the bridewell. N o alteration had 
been made in the accommodation for drunkards. I had the 
advantage of Mr. Chaytor’s company during my visit, and with 
him am of opinion that convenient cells for that class might be 
erected in the yards. 
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Carrick-on- 

Suir. 



Cashel. 



New Birming- 
ham. 
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An escape was made during the last year through the roof 
of one of the turrets situated in the yards ; proper steps have 
since been taken to close the openings, and to prevent the 
,) recurrence of an escape in the same spot, hut the yards are still 
far from being secure. Petty sessions are held fortnightly and 
transmittals are regular ; registry and committals very correct 
the local inspector never visits, but Mr. Chaytor, j.p. does so 
frequently. Dietary, 4\d. per head for both sexes, by contract 

Camck-on-Suir . — No prisoners in custody; 212 in the last 
quarter, of whom no less than 108 were committed as drunkards 
I he house fairly clean, and the yards and the chimneys in better 
order than at the last inspection ; the pump tolerably effective 
and the sewers clear; the bedding adequate. The window- 
stools, which have been frequently noticed in former Reports 
as affording the means of escape to any person of ordinary 
activity, have not been yet bevelled down. The registry was 
defective, the constables not adding a.m. and p.m. to the time 
of lodging or removing prisoners; the accuracy of such entries 
is the only reliable check upon the actual issue of meals. I 
regretted to find, as before, that short sentences to imprison- 
ment are still illegally carried out in this bridewell. Dietary— 
f i d - for males and 4 id. for females ; no long detentions The 
local inspector visits frequently, and the governor of the county 
gaol from time to time. 1 

Cashel — Five male prisoners; 293 in the last quarter of 
whom seventy-two were drunkards. The house was clean and 
orderly, and well supplied with good bedding ; but the yards 
were m a very slovenly condition, being full of weeds and 
requiring gravel; the sewerage is fair, but the soil is carried 
out through the prison. No repairs had been made since the 
last inspection. The doors and windows of the female side 
were much decayed ; the pump was dry, and the well water 
very bad; these matters demand prompt attention. Petty 
sessions weekly, and transmittals immediate ; the registry and 
committals very correctly kept, but illegal sentences to imprison- 
ment m the bridewell are frequent. The local inspector visits. 
Dietary, 4 a. per head for both sexes, by contract. 

New Birmingham-One male prisoner; fifty-four in the 
last quarter, of whom twenty-four were drunkards. The house 
was clean and orderly ; it had lately been painted throughout, 
the i oof and windows had been repaired, and it was altogether 
m a very creditable condition. There is no water on the premises, 
but an allowance is made for fetching it; sewers effective, and 
cesspools clearable from the outside. Petty sessions are held 
fortnightly at Ballymunty, about two miles distant, and trails- 
mittals are immediate; registry and committals very correct. 
Afresh supply of blankets is required, some of those at present 
m use being very thin and ragged. The local inspector and the 
governor of the county gaol visit frequently. Dietary-males, 

5 d.; females, 4{d. J 

Felton F, W. Her ye y, Inspector-General. 
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County or Waterford Gaol.— Visited on the 18th of 
August, 1855. 



South 

District. 

County of 
Waterford 
Gaol. 



State. 



Denomination of Class. 


No. in each Class. 


No. Sick in Hospital. 


SMe„. 


Females 


Total. 


Males. ' 


1 

Females 


Total. 


For Contempt of Court, . 


1 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


Untried. 














Larceny, 


4 


4 


8 ! 


- 


- 


- 


Tried. 

Cases disposed of at Assizes and 
Sessions. 

Of Felony or Larceny : — 














To Penal Servitude, . 


o 


2 


4 


- 


- 


- 


To Imprisonment, . . . i 


23 


15 


38 


1 


- 


1 


Of Misdemeanors, &c., . 


2 




2 


“ j 


- 




Disposed of Summarily. 














For Larceny, 


_ 


3 


3 




- 


- 


Non-payment of Fines & Penalties, 


9 


3 


12 




- 


- 


Other Misdemeanors, 


1 


2 


3 


- 


- 


- 


Vagrants 


6 


- 


6 




- 


- 


Dangerous Lunatics, 


~ 


1 


1 


i 


“ 




Total, . 


48 


30 


78 


1 j 




1 



Offences, &c,, of Juvenilf.s Classified at the time of 
Inspection. 









Ages. 








10 Years and 
under. 


10 Years and 
above 10. 


20 Yea 


ole.* 1 




M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


Felons convicted, 


_ 




_ 


_ 


8 


3 


Misdemeanants convicted, . 
Committed for trial at assizes and 








1 


2 


2 


sessions — Felons, 


- 


_ 


_ 


_ 


2 


1 


Summary convictions, 


- 


- 


_ 


- 


3 


1 


A' agrants, 


— 


_ 


— 


_ 


4 


— 


Workhouse Offenders, 


_ 


- 


- 


_ 


2 


- 


Twice imprisoned, 


_ 


_ 


- 


- 


2 


1 


Three times imprisoned, 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


- 


Four times imprisoned, 


— 


— 


- 


- 


3 


1 


Five times imprisoned, & upwards, 




“ 


~ 


“ 


1 


1 
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It is very gratifying to note the striking and progressive de- 
crease in the amount of crime, as shown by the subjoined re- 
turns of the numbers in custody on the corresponding days of 
four consecutive years, 18th of August, 1852, 211; 1853, 139 • 
1854, 111 ; 1855, 78. 

Crime has also undergone a favourable change in its nature ; 
offences of the more serious kind have considerably diminished, 
petty larcenies and misdemeanors now constitute the chief cause 
of imprisonment. Drunkenness lias, I have great pleasure in 
reporting, decreased in a remarkable degree ; in fact, during the 
first four months of 1855, there were no committals of drunkards 



to this gaol. In vagrancy and 


workhouse 


offences also, im- 


provement is observable. 


Vagrants. 


Workliouse Offenders. 


18th of August, 1852 


. 23 


19 


„ 1853 


- 


6 


„ 1854 


. 3 


3 


„ 1855 


. 6 


2 



and there is every reason to expect that this class of offenders 
will became in a short time even much smaller, if not wholly 
extinct. An examination, too, of the committals and re-commit- 
tals for the last two years, will afford additional proof that 
crime generally is considerably on the decrease in the county 
of Waterford. Committals, 1853 — males, 372; females, 242; 
re-committals — males, 21 ; females, 20. Committals, 1854 — 
males, 313; females, 167 ; re-committals — males, 17 ; females, 13. 

The reduction in female crime appears from the above figures 
to have even exceeded that in the male; and this fact is remark- 
able, for the contrary is at present generally the case through- 
out Ireland; and there is certainly nothing either in the state 
of the county, or the condition of the female portion of the gaol, 
to account readily for this peculiarity. 

The average daily number in 1854 was — males, 65|f ; females, 
52 s-Vt. Highest at any one time — males, 80 ; females, 65. 
Lowest at any one time — males, 55; females, 32. Average 
daily number in hospital — males, 2414 ; females, 14®!. 

There has also been latterly a sensible diminution in the num- 
ber of juvenile offenders. 



Accommodation. 



M. F. 

Yards, ... 7 2 

Day Rooms, . .6 2 

Solitary Cells, , .2 - 

Single cells, . .57 16 

Single cells of larger 
size, . . . .8 - 

Sleeping Rooms, . . 8 ’ 1 

Number of Beds in such 

Rooms, . . .68 

Hospital Rooms, . .5 4 

Chapels, . . . 1 - 



M. F. 



School Rooms, . . 1 

Workshops, . .1 

Worksheds, . . 1 

Kitchens, . . . 1 

Store Rooms, . . 2 

Laundries, . . . 1 - 

Lavatories, . . .31 

Baths, . . . 5 1 

Reception Room, . 1 

Pumps and Wells, . 6 1 

Tread-wheels, . . 1 
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The building was throughout clean, dry, and in good repair. 
The male portion was well ventilated ; but the female prison 
was sadly deficient in this respect, and in hot weather must be 
very close and unwholesome. There is everywhere an abundant 
supply of good water, but the sewerage is sadly defective, and 
the privies can only be cleared by carrying out the soil through 
the front gate of the gaol. The bedding and blankets were 
good, both in quantity and quality ; sheets are at present used 
in the hospital only, but it is in contemplation to extend the 
issue of them to the entire prison, which will undoubtedly con- 
duce to cleanliness and health ; and probably, by saving much 
of the wear and tear of the blankets, to economy. There is a 
good reception ward in which all prisoners are detained until 
after examination by the medical officer ; and the kitchen and 
stores are sufficient. The male prison now contains adequate 
accommodation for the much diminished number of prisoners ; 
and is well supplied with lavatories and baths, in which all are 
washed on admission, and weekly during summer ; but the 
female prison, with the exception of the laundry and drying and 
mangling rooms, is lamentably deficient in every essential. " The 
accommodation is utterly insufficient for even the present re- 
duced number of occupants, and each cell is nightly tenanted 
by at least double the number it is qualified to contain. There 
is only one bath and one lavatory for this sex. 

Classification with regard to the males is carefully attended 
to.. All the juveniles are collected in one class, and are, as far 
as is practicable, kept apart from the adults, — a system which 
cannot be too highly extolled, as tending in an especial degree 
to prevent corruption, and to facilitate reformation. At the time 
of my visit all the males slept in separate cells. With respect 
to the females, classification is, in this gaol, impossible. All 
classes are unavoidably mixed during the day. Tried and un- 
tried, felons, misdemeanants, prostitutes, and vagrants, all herd 
together ; juveniles of tender years are in constant intercourse 
with aged convicts, and unrestricted association prevails. The 
cells are so few that separation at night is impossible; even at 
the time of my visit, they were, in comparison with sleeping 
cells in other gaols, very crowded. What must they be when 
the number .of prisoners is far higher ? All of both sexes take 
their meals in the day-rooms. 

The general appearance and state of the clothing of the pri- 
soners was very creditable, and due discipline appeared to be 
maintained. The governor inspects every prisoner at 7 a.m. 
every day, and occasionally visits the various wards at night. 
The lock-up is attended by the deputy governor. A watchman,' 
appointed specially for the purpose, patrols from 10 p.m. to 6 
a.m., and calls the hours ; but there is no tell-tale clock to test 
his vigilance. A prejudice against these tell-tale clocks appears 
to exist very generally, but I believe such prejudice to be un- 
founded, having seen at Maryborough gaol a clock which has 
been repeatedly tested in the most searching manner, and has 
been found, by most convincing proof, to be a true register of the 
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watchfulness of the patrol. There were 32 punishments during 
the year 1854, none for offences calling for particular remark, 
and all inflicted by authority of the governor, and consisting of 
solitary confinement. 1 7 males were sentenced to whipping 
during the year 1854. 

Employment . — Punitive labour is supplied by a tread-wheel 
and shot- drill. 

Productive and industrial labour consists of, for males— 
weaving, tailoring, shoemaking, winding, and washing, both for 
the prison and for the barracks ; these works are carried on in 
a workshed, some of the day-rooms, and a laundry. For females 
— spinning, carding, needlework, washing for prison and public. 

All the prison clothing, except the stuff for the women’s 
gowns, is made in the gaol. This department is conducted with 
very laudable energy, especially as regards washing, from which 
a considerable profit is derived. 



Return of Work and Manufactures done during the year 1854. 



Laundry. 



Linen Articles washed and made up, 


. 102,700 


Woollen Articles, „ 


. 3,947 


Shoe-making. 


Boots made, pahs, .... 


12 


Shoes „ „ .... 


40 


Clogs, „ „ .... 


17 


Weaving. 


Frieze wove in Prison, yards, 


348 


Tweed, „ „ 


54 


Towelling, „ „ . . . 


274 


Linen, plain, „ „ . . . 


468 


Sheeting, twilled, „ 


320 


Linsey, „ „ 


28 


Sacking, „ „ 


158 


Biscuit Canvas, „ „ . . . 


400 


Bacon Canvas, „ „ 


600 


Twilled Canvas, ,, 


. 550 



The total of net profit produced by articles disposed of out- 
side the gaol for the last two years was — 1853, £71 ; 1854, 



£64 5s. 3d. 

Stock at the Time of Inspection. 






Pairs Blankets, 


. 359 


Jackets, . 




. 126 


Pairs Sheets, . 


. 20 


Browsers, 




. 236 


Rugs, 

Hammocks or Cots, 


. 137 


Caps, 




. 78 


. 140 


Pairs Shoes, . 




. 50 


Bed-ticks, 
Shirts, . 


. 190 
. no 


„ Clogs, . 




. 101 
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Schools. — The males are divided into three classes for educa- 
tional purposes ; each class is instructed for an hour daily by 
one of the turnkeys in reading, writing, and arithmetic : the 
teacher is competent but careless ; the registry of progress was 
very inaccurately kept, and many of the copy-books weremissiim, 
and the few that were forthcoming were neither neatly nor 
regularly arranged ; in fact, the schoolmaster evidently required 
constant and vigilant supervision. 

The females are taught for two hours daily by the matron, 
who appears to be a capable instructress. There was, however' 
no registry of progress for this school. I regretted to find that 
the chaplains not only never examined the pupils or tested the 
registry, but never even visited the schools. 

Number attending school during the year 1854 — males, 188 - 
females, 79. Average number attending daily — males, 23; 
females, 7. 

Dietary. — Breakfast — -males, 2 oz. rice, 6 oz. of Indian meal 
into stirabout, and 4 pint new milk ; females, 2 oz. rice, 5 oz. of 
Indian meal into stirabout, and 4 pint milk; third class, under 15, 
1 oz. rice, 4 oz. meal into stirabout, and 4 pint milk. Dinner- 
males, 14 oz. of bread (2nd), 1 pint of sweet milk; females, 
12 oz. of bread (2nd), f pint of milk ; 15 years and under, soup 
1 pint, and 8 oz. biead. Supper, 4 oz. bread. Gruel twice a 
week instead of milk for dinner. 

Contracts. — Bread, 41b., 8£c?.; oatmeal, percwt., 17s.; Indian 
meal, per cwt., 13s. 6 d.; rice, per cwt., £l; new milk, per gal- 
lon, 5 id.-, salt, per cwt., 2s. ; coals, per ton, 19s. 3d. ; candles, 
per lb., Id . ; soap, per cwt,, £1 8s. 

Net cost of dietary for each prisoner on the day of inspection, 
and on the corresponding days in the last three years— 1852’ 
WWW.; 1853, 3W-; 1854, ZM.; 1855, 3AV¥t<7. 

there were no complaints of the provisions, ■which aro regu- 
larly inspected by the chaplains, who duly record such inspec- 
tion, hut make no remark unless the provisions are bad. Bread 
is often given instead of stirabout for breakfast, by order of the 
medical officer; in such cases a note is made in the Daily Con- 
sumption Book ; but there is no written order under the doctor’s 
hand to vouch for such deviation from the ordinary course. The 
same remark applies to the extra allowance of two ounces of 
bread which is made thrice a week to the females employed in 
washing. It is very desirable that in all cases of issue of extra 
or unusual provisions, the order directing such issue should be 
made under the hand of a medical officer in a book to which 
reference can he had. 

Books and Accounts— The registries and hooks, including 
those prescribed by the Court of Queen’s Bench, are very neatly 
and accurately kept. The amounts also are very explicit, and 
carefully made up ; and numerous pass and order-books afford 
satisfactory means of checking the expenditure in every respect. 

The total cost of the gaol, including dietary and salaries, 
for the last three years was, for 1852, £2.154 i3s. 2d.: 1853. 

±1,892 13*.; 1854, £1,589 2s. 5c?.- 



South 

District. 

County of 
Waterford 
Gaol. 
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South 

District. 


Officers and Salaries. 


£ 


5 . 


d. 


County of 


The Very Rev. Dean Hoare, . 

Rev. M. Flynn, Roman Catholic Chaplain, 


. 40 


0 


0 


Waterford 


. 40 


0 


0 


Gaol. 


Lieut.-Colonel Roberts, Local Inspector, . 


. 80 


0 


0 




W. Carroll, M.D., . . 


. 65 


0 


0 




W. C. Triphook, Governor, 


. 200 


0 


0 




Thomas Sinnott, Accountant, . 


. 60 


0 


0 




Patrick Walsh, Turnkey, 


. 30 


0 


0 




John Parslow, do., trained Shoemaker, 


. 30 


0 


0 




Michael Murphy, do., do. Tailor, 


. 30 


0 


0 




James Hough, do., .... 


. 30 


0 


0 




Walter Foley, do., trained Weaver, . 


. 30 


0 


0 




John Troy, do., acting Schoolmaster, 


. 30 


0 


0 




Robert Howard, do., .... 


. 27 


10 


0 




Margaret O’Neill, Matron, 


. 40 


0 


0 




Margaret O’Neill, jun., Assistant, . 


. 25 


0 


0 




Bridget Bulger, Nursetender, . 


. 20 


0 


0 




John Connors, Watchman, 


. 18 


5 


0 



The turnkeys are paid monthly, and are supplied with uniform 
and arms, but receive no rations or allowances ; three of them 
are handicraftsmen, a shoemaker, a tailor, and a weaver. 

Officers’ Visits . — Local Inspector, 160; Surgeon, &c., 185; 
Protestant Chaplain, 167 ; Roman Catholic Chaplain, 183. 

Each of the chaplains has a separate visiting book. 

Hospitals . — The male and female hospitals are quite distinct. 

These buildings, although not very airy, afford ample accommo- 
dation for the sick, and were very clean and orderly. The gaol 
had been very healthy and free from epidemic, and there was 
only one patient in the hospitals at the time of my visit. 

Number in hospital in 1852, 110; 1853, 70; 1854, 111; 
number of days, 11,526 ; cost, £92 85 . 9 d . ; deaths, 6. 



Board of Superintendence. 



The Earl of Huntingdon. 
William Christmas, Esq. 
James Anderson, Esq. 

M. D. Iiassard, Esq., j.p. 
Simon Bagge, Esq., j.p. 
John Congreve, Esq. 



Samuel King, Esq., j.p. 
Wray Palliser, Esq. 
Robert Longan, Esq., j.p. 
Edward Roberts, Esq. 
Thomas Carew, Esq., j.p. 
Sir R. Paul, Bart., j.p. 



The Board meets monthly for the discharge of general busi- 
ness, and then examines the accounts submitted by the local 
inspector, who receives a cheque for the aggregate amount of 
the bills, and returns the individual receipts at the next meeting 
of the Board. The general accounts are audited by the Grand 
Jury at each assizes. 

General Observations . — It is unnecessary that I should re- 
peat the observations made by Mr. Connellan last year with 
reference to the great defect of the existing building, and to the 
advantages to be derived from a junction with the city gaol, 
which would enable due alteration and extension to be made. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




287 



South 

District. 

County of 
Waterford 
Gaol. 



Inspec tors- General o f Prisons in Ireland. 

lnsu ® cient accommodation in the female prison, to 
which I have above adverted, precludes even the most partial 

classification and exposes the less depraved females to all the 
moral corruption arising from constant association with the most 
hardened criminals. This fact alone appears sufficient to justify 
a demand for the speedy adoption of some plan for the enlarge^ 
ment of the gaol ; but even m the male prison, although the 
accommodation is m some respects quite adequate, there is at 
present no possibility of establishing tfiat separate or dissociative 
system even in its elementary stages, which has been found to 
succeed so well wherever it has been tried. The gaol, under 
all its present disadvantages, is so creditably conducted, that it 
is especially to be regretted that its defects of construction 

Kttobe^ of improved prison discipline, 

and it is to be hoped that, m the event of the legislature granting 

vamatioTthe wT ' e ®, fo1 ' 9 arr y in S out ^e very desirable amah 

ltd worthy of tb 1 anth f Itles “ay speedily agree to establish a 
gaol tv 01 thy ot the count y and city of Waterford. 

Bridewells. 

good bedding ; some of the cells appeared rather close ' if the 
doors were perforated the ventilation would be much proved 

and the transmittals are regular. The reffistw wns f-7’ 

a most essential point, for the constables bed ; 7 WaS d ?f ectlTe 111 

sentences to imprisonment for 7 ^ days 17 the 
b scarcely neeeLry to remark Va^ei- verbf «tals* 
and sentences to bridewells are illenr.i mi i , . lttals < 
and the magistrates “req^Lt^ bie^ ^ V**? 60 *” 
two meals of bread and mil " sTpef head 7 ' <* 

MdtreU w^offiy 6 MeXTeln ^ A ^ ^ ^ 

and sewerage effective bet +b„ „ ■ , ueacun g sufficient, 

committals correct, except one fcf tl,,™ f ?/ ad 
imprisonment in the bridewell. The local insnector^i 
*° ™it occasionally, but never makeTanf ent v ? A “ . s . aid 
book. Dietary — males, 6^.; fS, 7LT 7 mtbn * 

Felton F. W. Hebvev, Inspector-General. 
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SOUTH City OF Waterford Gaol AND HOUSE OF CORRECTION— 
District. Visited THE 18th OF August, 1855. 

Waterford Number of Prisoners, Nature of Offences, and State of 
Gaol ‘ Discipline and Accommodation. 





N 


i. in each Class. 




Denomination of Class. 


City Gaol . 


House of Correction. 




Males. 


Males. 


Females 


Total. 


Master Debtors 


2 


_ 


_ 


_ 


Pauper do., 


1 


“I' 






Untried. 










For Felony 


8 


- 


3 


3 


,, Larceny, 


- 


- 


2 




,, Misdemeanors, 










Tried. 

Cases disposed of at Assizes and Sessions. 
Of Felony or Larceny : — 










To Penal Servitude, 


2 


- 


2 


2 


,, Imprisonment, 

Of Misdemeanours, &c., 


- 


8 


10 


18 


- 


1 


- 




Disposed of Summarily. 










For Larceny, 


- 


1 


- 


1 


In default of Bail, 


1 


- 


7 




Non-payment of Fines and Penalties, 


2 


- 


2 


2 


Other Misdemeanours, 


- 


4 


- 


4 


Drunkards, . . . . ... 






4 


4 


Gross Totals, .... 


16 


14 


31 


45 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles, Classified at the Time of 
Inspection. 

CITY GAOL. 



Ages. 





! 10 years and 
under. 


16 years and 
above 10. 


20 years and 
above 16. 




M. 


F. i 


BI. 


F. 


M. j 


F. 


Felons convicted, . . • j 

Committed for trial at assizes and i 




” 


1 


“ 


1 | 


' 


sessions — Felons, 


- 


- 


4 


- 


4 : 


" 


Summary convictions, . 


- 


- 




- 






Twice imprisoned, 


- 


- 


2 


- 


“ 




Three times imprisoned, 


" 













HOUSE OF CORRECTION. 





M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


Felons convicted. 

Committed for trial at assizes and 


- 






_ 


2 


5 


sessions — Felons, 


- 


- 


■ - 








Summary convictions, . 


- ■ 


- 


1 


- 


- 


3 


Offenders on leaving workhouse, . 


- 


- 


- 




” 


Twice imprisoned, 


- 




- 


- 


2 


■? 


Four times imprisoned, 


- 


- 


- 


- 




" 


Five times imprisoned, and upwards, 


“ 









- 
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Inspectors- General of Prisons in Ireland. 

The subjoined returns of the numbers in custody on the day South^ 
of inspection and on the corresponding days in the three pre- ISTRICT - 
ceding years, evince some progressive diminution in the amount city of 

„ . & J x o Waterford 



of crime : — 


City Gaol. 


House of Correction. 


wairrjora 

Gaol. 


August 18 th, 1852, 


. 32 


60 




„ 1853, . 


. 23 


51 




„ 1854, . 


. 20 


63 




„ „ 1855, . 


. 16 


45 





Vagrancy is decreasing rapidly, and there were none of this 
class in custody at the time of my visit; but I regret to report 
that drunkenness has considerably increased, especially amongst 
the females, of which sex 181 were committed as drunkards in 
1855 up to the 18th of August, there having been only 154 
such committals in the corresponding period of 1854. Crimes, 
however, of a serious nature have become comparatively rare. 

The committals in 1854 were: — City Gaol — males, 587. 
House of Correction — males, 170; females, 696. Total — 

males, 757; females, 696. 

Re-committals in 1854 : — City Gaol. — Once — males, 10. 
Twice — males, 7. Thrice — males, 5. Four times and upwards 
— males, 13. Total — 35. House of Correction. — Once — males, 
21 ; females, 7. Twice — males, 13; females, 5. Thrice — males, 

6 ; females, 7. Four times and upwards — males, 1 ; females, 34. 
Total — males, 41 ; females, 5 3. Gross total — males, 7 6 ; females, 5 3. 

These returns, compared with those for 1853, in which year 
the committals were — males, 807 ; females, 658 ; . and the re- 
committals — males, 78; females, 51 — exhibit a slight reduction 
in the committals of males, but an actual increase in those 
of females; whilst in the re-committals of either sex little 
change is observable. There has, however, of late been some 
decrease in the number of juvenile delinquents. 

Averages in 1854. — City Gaol. — Average daily number — 
males, 21. Highest number at any one time — males, 37. 
Lowest number at any one time — males, 5. House of Correc- 
tion Average daily number — males, 24 ; females, 40. Highest 

number at any one time — males, 40 ; females, 60. Lowest 
number at any one time — males, 9 ; females, 21. Average daily 
number in hospital — males, 2 \ ; females, 3^. 

It is melancholy to note that very nearly half of the offenders 
committed to these prisons are females ; and, as the male com- 
mittals also are here comparatively numerous, the preponderance 
of female crime is the more remarkable. But when the anoma- 
lous constitution, defective construction, and inadequate ac- 
commodation of these two establishments are taken into 
consideration, this state of things can occasion no surprise; for 
the improved system and stricter prison discipline which have 
been so successfully applied very generally throughout the gaols 
of Ireland, and which peculiarly affect female criminals, are 
here, from obvious causes, impossible, and therefore these prisons 
are neither deterrent nor reformatory. 

Waterford is the only place in Ireland where the common 
Gaol and House of Correction are situated in different locali- 

u 
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South 
' District. 



City of 
Waterford 
Gaol. 



ties ; and yet although separate in position they are not so in 
administration, nevertheless being in some points totally distinct 
from and independent of each other. The many disadvantages 
resulting from this state of things have been so often recapitu 
lated by previous Inspectors-General, that I need only now 
remark that nothing has been done to remove this evil, and that 
ill my opinion no radical or effectual remedy can be applied 
until the City Gaol and House of Correction are united in one 
building, containing adequate accommodation, or, what would he 
Hr preferable, incorporated, as lias often been proposed, with the 
County Gaol, in one well-arranged establishment. 

A ccommoda tion. 

CITY GAOL. 

M. 

Wards, . . . i . .5 

Yards, 4 

Day Rooms, .... 5 
Solitary Cells, . . .1 

Single Cells, . . . .16 

Sleeping Rooms, . . .6 

No. of Beds in such Rooms, . 10 

HOUSE OF CORRECTION. 



Hospital Rooms, . . .3 

Chapels, . . . .i 

Kitchens, . • . . 1 

Store Rooms, . . .1 

Baths, 

Reception Room, . . .1 

Pumps and Wells, . . 3 



Wards, . . . 1 3 Kitchens, . . . 1 _ 

Yards, . . .2 3 Store Rooms, . .1 1 

Day Rooms,. . .1 3 Laundries, . . . _ j 

Solitary Cells, . 1 1 Baths, 2 

Chapels, . . . 1 1 Pumps and Wells, . 1 3 

Workshops, ... 1 1 Tread-wheels, . . 1 - 

I found both the prisons clean, orderly, and sufficiently sup- 
plied with bedding ; sheets are used in the hospital, and partially 
111 the House of Correction. Water is abundant, but in the 
House of Correction the sewerage is not very effective, and the 
privies can only be cleared by carrying out the soil through the 
prison. I was decidedly of opinion that the solitary cells in 
both establishments were unfit for use— that in the City Gaol 
being damp and unprovided with a grate or any other means of 
applying heat, and those of the House of Correction being 
utterly deficient in due ventilation; the sleeping cells, too, of 
the latter prison are sadly close, especially when occupied by 
three persons ; the accommodation is so limited that this crowd- 
ing is often unavoidable, but some steps should be taken to 
admit a more copious supply of fresh air to these cells. There 
are no lavatories in either building, and no bath for males or 
reception ward in the House of Correction. 

Classification is maintained in the City Gaol, which contains 
sufficient wards, considering the small number of prisoners, for 
that purpose ; but in the House of Correction it is impossible 
to apply any classification to the males, who are all in one ward, 
and. only partially to the females, who are to a certain extent 
divided into three classes according to character, prostitutes 
being as much as possible kept apart from others. The meals 
are taken in the day-rooms, but separation at night is carried 
out whenever the state of the prisons will admit of such an ar- 
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rangement. It may be well here to mention that no females South 
except debtors and sick are admitted into the City Gaol, whose Pl STRI CT - 
inmates therefore consist mainly of male debtors, drunkards, city of 
untried prisoners, and convicts, i.e., those sentenced to penal Wa ^f d 
servitude and transportation. 

The general appearance of the prisoners was satisfactory, 
and their clothing adequate. The governors of both prisons 
attend their respective lock-ups, but in neither is there any 
night patrol, a want especially to be regretted since both build- 
ings are very insecure. Two men escaped from the House of 
Correction on the 11th of May last, of whom only one has been 
re-captured ; they broke their way out through the wall of their 
sleeping cell, which was very slightly constructed, and thence 
contrived to get through the garden and over the wall. A watch- 
dog has been ordered by the Board to be kept for the future, 
but I doubt the sufficiency of such a precaution. 

There were 33 punishments during 1854 in the City Gaol, and 
67 in the House of Correction, none calling for particular comment, 

Subsequently to my inspection, a prisoner in the City Gaol 
was injured by a blow from one of the officers. The circum- 
stances having been inquired into, and the governor having 
been apprized of the gross impropriety of such a proceeding, 
it is to be hoped that no similar violation of prison discipline 
may again occur. 

Employment. 

City Gaol. — Merely prison duties, and occasionally mending 
clothes. 

House of Correction. — Males — Tread-wheel and shot-drill ; 
weaving, tailoring, shoemaking, stonebreaking, &c. Females — 

Knitting, spinning, carding, washing, and making clothing for 
both prisons. All the prison clothes are here manufactured 
and made up, and the governor is deserving of much credit for 
the activity which prevails in this department. 

Total of net profit produced by articles disposed of outside 
the prison — 1853, £10; 1854, £20 Is. 2d. 

Stock at the time of Inspection. 

CITY GAOL. I HOUSE OF CORRECTION. 



Pairs Blankets, , . .35 Pairs Blankets, . . .62 

Pairs Sheets, • • -4 Pairs Sheets, . . .15 

Bugs, . • • • *10 Rugs, . . . . .23 

Bed-ticks, . • • *30 Hammocks or Cots, . . 40 

Shirts, 30 Bed-ticks, . ^ . . .46 

Jackets, . . • *16 Shirts, . ' . . .66 

Trowsers, . • • .12 Jackets, . . . .20 

Caps, . . • • *10 Trowsers, . . . .20 

Pairs Shoes, . • -15 Caps, 24 

Pairs Shoes, . . .63 



Schools . — No educational instruction is now given to the 
males in either prison, but in the House of Correction the fe- 
males are taught by the assistant-matron for an hour daily in 
reading. A registry of progress is kept, but it does not show 
the gradual advance of pupils. The chaplains take no cogni- 
zance of the school. , 

U 2 
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Number wlio attended school in 1854— males, 79 ; females 
71. Average daily number — males, 7 ; females, 8. 

Until lately the males also were instructed by one of the 
turnkeys. 

Dietary. 

City Gaol. — Class 1. Males. — Breakfast — 6 oz. Indian meal, 2 
oz. rice, i^pint new milk. Dinner — 14 oz. bread, 1 pint new milk 
. Class 3. Males under 15 years. — Breakfast— 5 oz. meal i 
pint new milk. Dinner, 8 oz. bread and 1 pint of soup. 

Supper— 4 oz. brown bread. Prisoners for less than a month 
are on gruel diet. 

House or Correction.— Breakfast— males, 6 oz. Indian meal, 
2 oz. rice, i pint new milk; females, 5 oz. Indian meal, 2 oz’ 
nee, i pint new milk. Dinner— males, 14 oz. bread, 1 pint new 
milk; females, 12 oz. bread, f pint new milk. Potatoes are 
substituted for bread, and oatmeal gruel for milk, two days in the 
week. Prisoners whose period of imprisonment does not ex- 
ceed one month get gruel in place of milk for dinner. 

3rd Class — 4 oz. Indian meal, 1 oz. rice, ^ pint new milk for break- 
fast ; 8 oz. bread, pint gruel for dinner ; and 4 oz. bread for supper. 

Contracts for both Prisons. — Bread, per 4 lbs., 8f d. ; oat- 
meal, per cwt., 16s. ; Indian meal, per cwt., 10s.; rice, per 
cwt., 20s.; potatoes, per stone, Id. ; new milk, per gallon, 5M; 
salt, per stone, 4 d . ; coals, per ton, 19s. 6d. ; straw, per ton, 
30s.; candles, per lb., 8c?.; soap, per cwt., 28s. 

Net cost of dietary for each prisoner on the day of inspection, 
and on the corresponding days in the three previous years— 
1852, 2id.; 1853, 2J&; 1854, 2±d; 1855, 2f d. 

There were no complaints of the provisions, which are regu- 
larly inspected by the chaplains ; it is, however, very desirable 
that a book for the special purpose of recording the "inspection 
of provisions should be kept. At present all entries of visits, 
remarks, and inspections by all persons visiting the prisons are 
made in one book. 

Books and Accounts. — The Gate-keeper’s Book, prescribed by 
the_ Court of Queen’s Bench, is wanting in the City Gaol, an 
omission which prevents the possibility of satisfactorily check- 
ing the Daily Consumption Book. In other respects the books 
and accounts, and all the books in the House of Correction, are 
kept with praiseworthy neatness and accuracy. The accounts 
for both prisons are kept by the governor of the City Gaol, 
and are presented monthly to the Board, and at each assizes to 
the Grand Jury. 

The total cost of both prisons, including dietary and salaries, 
for the last three years was— 1852, £1,192 12s. 1(M. ; 1853, 
£1,224 9s. Id; 1854, £1,294 17s. 3d 

Officers and Salaries. 



Sir Benjamin Morris, Local Inspector, 

V ery Rev. Dean Hoare, Protestant Chaplain, 
Rev. John Crotty, Roman Catholic do., . 
Robert J. Burkitt, Physician, . 



£ 

60 

40 

40 

50 
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James G. Palmer, Apothecary, . 


£ 


s. 


d. 


William Wright, Governor, 


* 120 


0 


0 


James Walsh, Turnkey, . 


. 25 


0 


0 


N. Foran, do., 

HOUSE OF CORRECTION. 


. 25 


0 


0 


Marcus Jackson, Governor, 


. 60 


0 


0 


John Jackson, Turnkey, . 


. 25 


0 


0 


John Walker, do., 


. 25 


0 


0 


Maria Walker, Matron, 


. 30 


0 


0 


Mary Fitzgerald, Assistant, 


. 10 


0 


0 


Anna Bennett, do. 


. 10 


0 


0 



The salaries of the officers are paid monthly. The turnkeys 
are not provided with uniform, but have arms. All the intern 
officers, except the matron, receive rations or allowances. None 
of the turnkeys are handicraftsmen. The strength of the staff 
in the House of Correction is quite insufficient,. and it is, under 
present circumstances, difficult, if not impossible, to observe 
regularity, or to insure the safe custody of the prisoners. . If 
another turnkey were appointed an efficient, night-patrol might 
be organized, and other matters, especially with reference to the 
keeping of the Gate-book, might be most advantageously 
amended. I also wish to call attention to the very small salary 
given to the governor of the House of Correction, whose duties 
are numerous and onerous, and who appears to be a zealous, 
industrious, and deserving officer. 

Officers Visits. — City Gaol— Local Inspector, 128; Surgeon, 
&c.,‘ 152 ; Protestant Chaplain, 122 ; Roman Catholic Chaplain, 
98. House of Correction — Local Inspector, 120; Surgeon, &c., 
138; Protestant Chaplain, 48; Roman Catholic Chaplain, 137. 

I reoretted extremely to find that divine service was still some- 
times not performed on Sunday in the House of Correction ; this 
needs no comment. 

Hospital. 

All the sick are sent to the City Gaol, where there is toler- 
able accommodation for that purpose. Both prisons had been 
healthy and free from epidemic, and there were no patients at 
the time of my visit. 

Year. No. Admitted. No. of Days. Cost of Medicine. Deaths. 

1852, . 64 . 3,347 . £26 10 8 . - 

1853, . 29 . 2,290 . 24 0 8 . 1 

1854’ . 13 . 1,092 . 23 1 1.- 



The Mayor. 

James Keating, j.p. 
William M‘Ardagh, j.p. 
Owen Carroll, j.p. 
Michael D. Ilassard, j.p. 
Michael Dobbyn, j.p. 



Board of Superintendence. 

Joseph S. Richardson, Esq. 
Alderman Slaney. 

Henry Galwey, Esq. 

Jacob Penrose, Esq. 

Peirse Cox, Esq. 

Henry Denny, Esq. 



The Board meets monthly, and then, after examination, dis- 
charges all accounts by the issue of a check for the aggregate 
amount to the local inspector, wdio pays the bills and returns 
the individual receipts at the next meeting. 

Felton F. W. Hervey, Inspector • General . 
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dItTicx. Codnty of Wexfokd Gaol— Visited on the 16th and 17th 
— of August, 1855. 

, County of • • 

' Weaford . . 5 

Gaol. 



Number of Prisoners and Nat ure of Offences. 

No. in each Class, j No. Sick m Hospital. 



Denomination of Class. 



Master Debtors, . 
Pauper Debtors, . 



For Felony, . 

,, Larceny, 

,, Misdemeanors, 



Cases disposed of at Assizes and 
Sessions. 

Of Felony or Larceny : — 

To Penal Servitude, 

To Imprisonment, . 

Of Misdemeanors, Ac., 

By Courts-Martial. 
Military Offenders, 

Disposed of Summarily. 

For Larceny, 

Other Misdemeanors, . . i 

Under Poor Law Act, . . .* I 

Under Revenue Laws, . 

Vagrants, 

Dangerous Lunatics, . 

Gross Totals, . 



7 10 

33 77 

1 4 



Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified at the time of 
Inspection. 



Felons convicted, 



sessions— Felons, . 

Summary convictions, . ] 

Vagrants, 

Workhouse offenders, 

Twice imprisoned, 

Three times imprisoned, . 

Four times imprisoned, 

Five times imprisoned, & upwards. 



10 Years and 16 Years and 
under. above 10. 


20 Years and 
above 16. 


M. 


F. M. I F . 


M. F . 




10 ] 


24 14 


- 


- 


4 3 




3 


1 


~ 


- - - 


1 2 


“ 


1 


- ' - 


- 


3 


8 1 


- 


3 


2 6 


- 


1 


5 2 




- 2 1 


1 •* 
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The subjoined returns of the numbers of all classes in custody d ^ s 0 ™ t 
on the day of inspection, and on the corresponding days m the — 
three previous years, do not exhibit so great or so progressive c } f e ff r °f 

a reduction in the amount of crime as is generally observable g aol .. 

in the other counties of Ireland; nor is there any apparent 
cause for the exception of Wexford from the general rule 
of extensive diminution in the number of criminals, unless, 
indeed, the recent summary commitments of all females of loose 
character be considered as accounting in some measure for the 
comparatively large number in custody on the day of my visit. 

Total in custody on the 16th of August, 1852, 228; 1853, 

182; 1854, 165; 1855, 161. ■ . ' 

Little, however, as crime has decreased m amount, m its 
nature there is considerable improvement. House burning— 
a crime once very prevalent in this county — burglary, and 
offences against the person, have much diminished, and petty 
larcenies, misdemeanors, and vagrancy now constitute the chief 



causes of imprisonment. 


Workhouse Offenders. 


Vagrants. 


In custody August 16 — 1852, 
1853, 


. 5 

. 3 


2 

. 10 


1854, 


. . 3 


1 


1855, 


. 2 . 


. 20 



Of the twenty vagrants in custody, no less than seventeen 
were females, a disproportion induced by the practice above 
referred to. In the early part of the current year drunkenness 
had unhappily increased, but I rejoiced to find that in the two 
months preceding my inspection there had been considerable 
improvement in this respect. The convicts have been removed 
since my visit, and it is highly desirable that the gaol should be 
relieved of the lunatics, of whom there were no less than eight ; 
for their presence entails much inconvenience and disorder, 
there being no provision in prisons for either the safe custody 
or cure of this unfortunate class of criminals. 

Although the schedules of averages, and the numbers m 
custody on the 16th of August for the four past years, exhibit 
but little decrease in the totals, or even males, and latterly a 
positive increase in the females, the committals and re-com- 
mittals for 1854, compared with 1853, show a material re- 



duction in both sexes. • 

Committals for the year 1853— males, 821; females, 591 ; 
1854 — males, 627 ; females, 361. . 

Se-committals for the year 1853 — males, 107 ; females, 98; 
1854— males, 79; females, 40. , 

The classification of the re-committals for the latter year 
was— Once— males, 50; females, 29. Twice— males, 13; ie- 
males 11. Thrice — males, 11. Four times ana upwards 
males’, 5. ' Total-males, 79 ; females, 40. 

Average daily number— males, 91 ; females, 66. Highest at 
any one time-males, 121; females, 83. Lowest at any one 
time— males, 75 ; females, 52. Average daily number in hos- 
pital — males, 3 ; females, 3. 
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It thus appears that in the committals and re-committek +t 
decrease m the females was not only propor ionab v W ° 
numerically larger than in the males f and it t e I e . n 

tirety would still farther tend jLduJ thelmoZtV^ ^ 
ni both sexes, and especially in the females to wl c ™e 

Sffi* also tlie separate systeiS might be -st a :dvS g :^; 

The accommodation consists of— 



M. 



Yards, . . 

Day rooms, . . 7 

Solitary cells, . . 2 

Single cells, . ’ _ 

Single cells of larger size, 97 
Cells to contain 3 persons, 2 
Sleeping Rooms, . * 7 
Number of Beds in such 
Rooms, . • . 9 

Hospital Rooms, 3 

Chapels, j 



7 j School Rooms, 

4 ; Workshops, . 

2 j Worksheds, . 

14 j Kitchens, 

50 j Store Rooms, 

4 I Laundries, . 

2 j Baths, 
j Rumps and Wells, 

10 j Crank Mill, . 

2 ! Other Machines for 
“ ! Labour, . 



M. 

1 

10 

2 

1 

2 



pe sts? £srr- k "S 

no improvementhas been made in tb Udl a® y§ retted that 
cesspools, it being stiu Zli" th ® metbod of cleansing the 
through the prison without even t0 CalTJ " ° Ut aU tlle sod 
as is mentioned by my colleague in hut?”'’ ol p Such a plan 
m use in Londonderry and efsewhere yeM ' 8 Eei>0rt to be 

other^ilelhe^uilS ^tolfawt “ Wet b > d 

locks have been furnished and the do W and effectl ™ 

bare been rendered quite secure T1 ° f th , e MW male P ris °n 
blankets was ample and excellent • sWt UPP 7 ° f ] > ® ddln S and 
pital only ; the introdttion 0 “ t hem tb ^ “ tlle bos - 

would be found to be advintno™ * i ■ tbrou gh°ut the prison 
and economy; a considerable* « °^ 1 13 J p°int of cleanliness 

the blanketsUving J P r g “ th ® W ? ar and tear of 

With respect to the n A mat V ^ Use ' 
containing 72 and the latter qn u !® nla e pnsons, the former 
tions of my coWue that wh ’ r ®P eat tbe observa- 
them in eyery WCtrnnW “ S ° ?“ le is ™ ti »g to adapt 
effects of the separate system areT^lA 011 ’ a “ d aS tbe benedcia l 
apparent, it is to bTregretted tbT a ” d raOT ® 

not think proper to finish a wnfk ™ i* t ie autil onties do 
been expended, and to .4^^ 
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pense would be required ; and I am induced the more strongly 
to urge them to this step, from a conviction that the establish- 
ment of the separate system would, in a short time, so reduce 
the number of criminals, from the dread which it uniformly 
inspires, and the reformation which it not unfrequently effects, 
as to lessen materially the annual cost of the gaol, and thus in 
some measure to repay them for the outlay which the completion 
of the prison must entail. 

The master and pauper debtors respectively have good wards, 
and special w r ards are allocated to the convicts and to the 
lunatics. There is also a ward and dormitory set apart for 
those women who are nursing children. There' are good work- 
shops for blacksmiths’ work, shoemaking, tailoring, &c., and a 
building of considerable size is fitted with carding and other 
machines for the preparation of wool. The schoolroom is well 
suited for the purpose, and the drying-room, now brought into 
use, and the laundry, are good ; but it is very desirable that 
the latter should be fitted with partitions to prevent the unre- 
stricted conversation and association which at present prevail 
amongst the females during the hours of labour. 

The stores are neither convenient nor commodious, and much 
improvement might be made in the privies, the construction 
and arrangement of which are very faulty. There is one bath 
for the females, but none for males, neither are there any 
lavatories, personal ablution being merely provided for by two 
little troughs. I would earnestly suggest the establishment of 
some lavatories, and of at least one additional bath, the want 
of which is the more pressing from the absence of any reception 
or probationary ward for the confinement of prisoners on their 
first admission to the gaol, prior to examination by the medical 
officer. All prisons ought to be provided with a ward of this 
description, and a fumigating room for the cleansing and dis- 
infecting of the prisoners’ clothes. Some progress has been 
made in filling up the stone quarry. 

Classification, as regards the males, is strictly observed in 
accordance with the directions of the Prisons’ Act : but at hard 
labour, industrial employment, and at school, all the classes are 
indiscriminately mingled ; juveniles are mixed with adults in 
the several classes. 

The classification of the females is rather lax ; the untried 
and the nurses are respectively kept apart from the rest ; but 
all the remaining tried females are in one class, and the pros- 
titutes are thus associated with the other female criminals, an 
arrangement much to be deprecated as productive of great 
moral contamination. All the prisoners of both sexes sleep 
in single cells, with the exception of the lunatics and nurses ; 
and all, except the lunatics, nurses, and the untried, take their 
meals in separation. 

The prisoners were adequately clothed, and their general 
appearance was very creditable to those concerned with their 
management. The discipline of the males seemed to be strictly 
maintained, but amongst the females there is evidently room 
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nfs° k™ *° r cons ideralDle improvement in this respect. The governor, 
istmct.. wll0 j g ver y assiduous j n the discharge of his duties, always 
Countu of attends the lock-up. One turnkey is on patrol from 10 p.m. to 
W GaoL l 6 a.m., but there is no tell-tale clock, or any other method of 
testing the regularity and watchfulness of the patrol. 

There were 67 punishments, 57 for males, and 10 for females, 
in 1854, of which 8 were inflicted by order of magistrates, and 
the remainder by the governor ; they were all to solitary con- 
finement. There were 21 sentences to whipping during the 
year. 

Employment . — Hard labour is supplied by shot-drill, at which 
all whom the medical officer considers fit are drilled; and by the 
crank-wheel, attached to the carding machine, which is worked 
by gangs of 12 men at a time. 

Productive and industrial labour for males consists of tailor- 
ing, shoemaking, tinkering, painting, nail-making, weaving, 
spinning, carding, &e. ; for females, spinning, sewing, picking 
oakum, washing for prison, &c. 

Amongst the males considerable energy prevails in this 
particular, and the carding department is very skilfully con- 
ducted, and is deserving of much praise ; but the females do 
not execute nearly so much work as might easily be exacted 
from them. All the employment is carried on in association ; 
it is very desirable that separation should be applied to this 
department, and the fitting up of some smaller looms in several 
of the vacant cells would render the adoption of this improve- 
ment very easy. Instruction in the various handicrafts, such as 
tailoring and shoemaking, would be found to progress much 
more rapidly, if imparted in separation, than under the present 
associative system. The industrial labour is chiefly directed to 
the supply of the requirements of the prison, which is thereby 
almost wholly provided with clothing and necessaries. 

_ The total of net profit produced by articles disposed of out- 
side the gaol was, for the year 1853, £29 11s.; and for 1854, 
£28 25. 4 d. 

Stock at the time of Inspection. 



Pairs Blankets, . . 3 55 Jackets, .... 158 

Pairs Sheets, ... 30 Trowsers, . . .114 

Hugs, .... 20 Caps, . . . .165 

Bed-ticks, . . . 252 Pairs Shoes, ... 14 

Shirts, . . . .273 Clogs, . . . .214 



Schools . — The male school is efficiently conducted by a 
schoolmaster, who instructs the juveniles, and adults if they 
desire it, in reading, writing, and arithmetic ; the pupils are 
divided into various classes, and each class is taught daily for 
about an hour and a quarter. I examined several of the pupils 
and inspected the copy-books, and was well satisfied. A good 
registry of progress is kept, and is occasionally tested by the 
local inspector. The young females are instructed in one 
class for two hours daily by an assistant matron, who has 
lately been engaged to fill the incongruous offices of school- 
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mistress and female lunatic keeper. I regretted to find that 
this school existed more in name than in reality — that the 
instruction in reading was very imperfect, and that no attempt 
even was made to teach writing ; in fact the schoolmistress was 
evidently not competent to instruct, being herself very partially 
educated, nor can the Board expect to secure the services of a 
proper person at the present quite inadequate salary of £10. 

_ A female registry of progress is kept, but gives little informa- 
tion. 

Number attending school during the year 1854 — males, 103; 
females, from 21st November, 47. Average number attending 
daily — males, 24 ; females, 16. 

Dietary . — Males confined over a month — Breakfast — 8 oz. 
Indian meal made into stirabout, and 1 pint sour milk. Dinner 
— 14 oz. brown bread, 1 pint sweet milk. 

Males confined one month and under — Breakfast — 8oz. Indian 
meal made into stirabout, and 1 pint sour milk. Dinner — 16 oz. 
barley and rye bread, and 1 pint oatmeal gruel. 

Male juveniles under 15 confined over a month — Breakfast — 
5 oz. Indian meal made into stirabout, and 1 pint sour milk. 
Dinner — 8 oz. brown bread, and 1 pint vegetable gruel. Sup- 
per — 4 oz. ditto. 

Male juveniles under 15 confined one month and under — 
Breakfast — 5 oz. Indian male made into stirabout, and 1 pint 
of buttermilk. Dinner — 8 oz. barley and rye bread, and 1 pint 
oatmeal gruel. Supper — 4 oz. ditto. 

Females confined over one month — Breakfast — 7 oz. Indian 
meal in stirabout, and 1 pint buttermilk. Dinner — 12 oz. 
brown bread, and f pint sweet milk. 

Females confined one month and under — Breakfast — 7 oz. 
Indian meal, and 1 pint buttermilk. Dinner — 14 oz. barley and 
rye bread, f pint oatmeal gruel. 

Female juveniles under 15 confined over one month — Break- 
fast — 5 oz. Indian meal, and 1 pint buttermilk. Dinner — 8 oz. 
brown bread, and f pint vegetable gruel. Supper — 4 oz. ditto. 

Female juveniles under 15 confined one month and under — 
Breakfast — 5 oz. Indian meal, and 1 pint buttermilk. Dinner — 
8 oz. barley and rye bread, and J pint oatmeal gruel. Supper — 
4 oz. ditto. 

Contracts. — White bread, 2\d. ; brown bread, 2d. ; barley 
and rye, l^d. ; oatmeal, 145. 6d. per cwt. ; Indian meal, £10 
per ton ; meat, 6d. ; new milk, 6d. per gallon ; buttermilk, 3d. 
per gallon ; salt, Is. 8 d. per cwt.; coals, 19s. 3d. per ton; straw, 
30s. per ton; candles, 7 d. per lb. ; soap, £l 12s. per cwt. 

Net cost of dietary per day for each prisoner on the day of 
inspection, and on the corresponding day in the last three 
years : — 1852, 2\d. ; 1853, 2d.; 1854, 3§d. ; 1855, 3d. 

There were no complaints of the provisions, which I tasted 
and found to be very good. The provisions are regularly in- 
spected and reported upon by the chaplains in books specially 
kept for the purpose. 

Books and Accounts . — The books prescribed by the Court of 



South 

District. 

Count y of 
Wexford, 
Gaol. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




300 Appendix to Thirty-fourth Report of 

South Queen’s Bench are kept with very laudable accuracy, and on 
i strict. com p ar j gon tally exactly. The hospital book is good, and care- 
county of fully checked by the medical officer; the governor’s journal 
W Gao L d and labour and profit books also afford satisfactory references. 

There are no by-laws in this prison, and the addition of an 
alphabetical index to the general registry would be an improve- 
ment. The accounts in the aggregate are kept by the Board. 
Numerous pass and order books for the various tradesmen are 
in use, and provide satisfactory checks to the expenditure. 

The total cost of the gaol, inclusive of dietary and salaries, 
for the last three years was — 1852, £2,236 8s. IOcZ. ; 1853' 
£2,110 16s. 5d . ; 1854, £2,372 I 65 . lid. 



Officers and Salaries. 

Eev. R. W. Elgee, Local Inspector, 

Rev. R. W. Elgee, Protestant Chaplain, 

Rev. L. Kirwan, R. C. Chaplain, 

LI. II. Boxwell, m.d., .... 
J. W. Rickards, Apothecary, . 

Joseph Gladwin, Governor, 

John Murphy, Deputy-Governor, 

William Craig, Turnkey, regular trained Shoe- 
maker, ..... 
Robert M‘Call, do., 

Nathaniel Crampton, do., 'capable of teaching 
Carding and Spinning, 

William Foley, Turnkey, . 

Luke Walsh, do., trained Shoemaker, 

Nicholas Cormick, do., 

James Maguire, do., trained Weaver, . 

William Marlin, do., 

Patrick C. Burgess, Schoolmaster, 

Mary Needham, Matron, 

Lydia Roberts, Assistant Matron, 

Julia Marshall, Female Lunatic Keeper, 

Mary Anne Whitty, Hospital Nurse, . 

John Holbrook, Barber, 



£ 5. d. 
50 0 0 
5 0 0 0 
50 0 0 

30 0 0 
160 0 0 
80 0 0 

35 0 0 
30 0 0 

30 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
25 0 0 
30 0 0 
45 0 0 
15 0 0 
10 0 0 
12 0 0 
10 0 0 



All the intern officers receive rations and allowances. The 
turnkeys are paid quarterly, are supplied with uniform, and have 
arms ; one additional has been appointed since the establish- 
ment of the night-watch. Of the turnkeys two are shoemakers, 
one is a weaver, and one is capable of instructing in carding and 
spinning. . Considering the anxious energy manifested by the 
governor in the industrial, and indeed in every department, 
the impossibility of imparting instruction without competent 
teachers, and the disposition shown by the authorities to assist 
him in his endeavours, it is much to be desired that, in new 
appointments of turnkeys, handicraftsmen should, when it is 
practicable, be selected. A man able to teach tailoring is much 
required at present. 

Visits of Extern Officers during the year 1854. — Local 
Inspector, 163; Surgeon, &c., 139 ; 'Protestant Chaplain, 156; 
Homan Catholic Chaplain, 169- 
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Hospitals. — The building appropriated to the accommodation South 

of the sick is suitable. The male patients are on the ground ■ Dls ' ritICT - 
floor and the females on the upper story. This hospital was county of 
very clean and orderly, but the establishment of baths and water- W g£[ d 
closets is earnestly recommended. I would also suggest that 
a book should be kept for the entry of any additional diet 
ordered by the doctor to be issued to prisoners not being 
inmates of the hospital. The gaol had been generally healthy 
and free from epidemic. 

Total No. in Hospital. No. of Days. No. of Deaths. Cost of Medicine. 

1852, . . 86 . . 1,908' . . 6 . . £ 0 18 10 

1853, . . 72 . . 1,557 . . 3 . . 24 15 7 

1854, . . 78 . . 2,316 . . 1 . . 12 8 1 

Board of Superintendence. 

Chas. Arthur Walker, Esq., j.p.,d.l. Wm.Andw. Armstrong, Esq., j.r. 

George Le Hunte, Esq., j.p. Francis J. Connell, Esq., J.p. 

Sir Francis Le Hunte, Knight, j.r. Isaac Cornock, Esq., j.r. 

Major J . Harvey, J.p. Major J. Doran. 

John Harvey, Esq., m.t>. Charles Huson, Esq. 

Lieut.-Col. William 'Toole, j.p. J. Gordon Hatton, Esq. 

The Board meets monthly, and discharges all accounts, in- 
cluding the salaries of the officers, quarterly. The turnkeys are 
in most gaols, and with great propriety, paid monthly. ' The 
hills are paid by the local inspector, who receives a cheque for 
the aggregate amount from the Board, and returns the individual 
receipts at the next meeting. 

Bridewells. Bridemetts. 

Gorey — No prisoners at the time of my visit ; 31 in the last Gorey. 
quarter. This bridewell was clean and orderly throughout, and 
amply supplied with good bedding and blankets. There is only 
one yard for both sexes, and it is apparently very insecure ; the 
erection of a chevaux-de-frise is recommended ; the sewerage 
effective ; but one privy out of order. There is no water on the 
premises ; a pump is much required ; registry and committals 
correct; petty sessions are held fortnightly, and transmittals 
are regular. The local inspector visits, but makes no entry, 

Dietary, 5 d. for both sexes ; no contract. 

Enniscorthy. — 1 male, and 2 female prisoners ; 62 in the EnniBcorthy. 
last quarter. This bridewell was excessively clean and orderly, 
and well supplied with bedding. Considerable improvements, 
in accordance with Mr. Connellan’s suggestions, have been 
made. An extension to the house has been erected to provide 
additional accommodation for the keeper ; a draw-well has been 
sunk ; bars have been affixed to the windows of the magistrate’s 
apartments ; the defective doors and doorposts have been re- 
paired; the entire building has been painted; and much new 
flagging has been laid down. The female yard, however, is 
unaltered, and is quite insufficient to afford air or exercise. 

The male is divided from the female side by a door in the 
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corridor. The new well had, lip to my visit, supplied enough 
water ; the sewerage is effective, but the soil is carried out 
through the bridewell ; the registry and committals are very 
correctly kept ; and the practice of lodging prisoners on war- 
rants without committals has been abandoned ; petty sessions 
are held weekly, and transmittals are immediate. The local 
inspector and the magistrates visit occasionally. Dietary, 6 d 
for males, Bd. for females ; there is no contract, and if stirabout 
were substituted for bread in the morning a considerable reduc- 
tion in the cost would be effected. The keeper, who appeared 
to be a respectable and painstaking man, complained that he 
never received his salary until six months after it became due. 

New Ross . — 1 male, 2 female prisoners ; 72 in the last 
quarter. The house was clean and orderly, the bedding suffi- 
cient, and the supply of water abundant. No alteration had 
been made in the female quarter, which is quite inadequate in 
accommodation for the requirements of the district. The walls 
are so low that the yards are quite insecure. Registry and 
committals correct ; petty sessions fortnightly, and transmittals 
tolerably regular. No local inspector visits. Dietary, 6<i. for 
males, Bd. for females. The remarks on the dietary at Ennis- 
corthy are equally applicable in this case. 

Felton F. W. Hervey, Inspector-General. 



County of Wicklow Gaol. — Visited on the 31st of 
December, 1855. 



State. 





No. in each Class. 


No. Sick in Hospital. 


Denomination of Class. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Untried. 
For Felony, 




2 


2 








For Misdemeanors, 


X 


- 


I 


- 


- 


- 


Tried. 

Cases disposed of at Assizes and 














Sessions. 








9 






Of Felony or Larceny : — 














To Penal Servitude, 


_ 


2 


2 




1 


1 


To Imprisonment, 


3 


4 


7 


_ 






Of Misdemeanors, &c., . 


1 


- 


i 


- 


- 


- 


Disposed of Summarily. 














For Larceny, 


1 


_ 


i 








In default of Bail, 

Non-payment of Fines &Penalties, 


1 


1 


2 


_ 




_ 


1 


1 


2 


- 


- 




Gross Totals, 


8 


10 


18 


- 


1 


1 
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Offences, &c., of Juveniles Classified at the time of 
Inspection. 









Ages. 








10 Years and 
under. 


16 Years and 
above 10. 


20 Years and 
above 16. 




M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


Delons convicted, 

Committed for trial at assizes and 




- 


1 




2 ; 


2 


sessions — Delons, 


_ 


_ 


_ 






1 


Offenders on leaving Workhouse, 


- : 




- ; 


- 


- 


1 


Twice imprisoned, 


_ 


_ 


1 




1 


_ 


Three times imprisoned, 


- 


- 


- 


- 


_ 


1 


Dive times imprisoned, and upwards, 


- ' j 


1 






“ 


1 



The diminution in the amount of crime has been quite extra- 
ordinary, as is proved by the subjoined returns of the totals in 
custody on the day of inspection, and on the corresponding 
days in the three preceding years : 



31st of December, 1852, 




„ 1853, 


.69 


„ 1854, 

„ 1855, 


. 40 


. 18 



In the nature of crime also considerable improvement is 
observable. The more grave offences have become very rare. 
Vagrancy has nearly ceased, there having been none of this 
class in custody on the 31st of December for the last three 
years, and workhouse offences have much diminished ; drunk- 
enness also has somewhat decreased, although not to the same 
extent as other crimes. The committals and re-committals of 
the past may be favourably contrasted with those of the preced- 
ing year. 

Committals — 1854: males, 299; females, 170. 1855: males, 
226; females, 116. 

Re-committals — 1854 : Once — males, 30 ; females, 12. Twice 
— males, 10; females, 12. Thrice — males, 2; females, 4. Four 
times and more — males, 9 ; females, 26. 1855 : Once — males, 3; 
females, 9. 

The great improvement here shown, especially in the re- 
committals, is the more gratifying, because it particularly 
applies to the females, in which sex the reduction has, until 
lately, been far less than in the other. The decrease in male 
crime may in great measure be accounted for by enlistment, 
and the employment, at liberal wages, afforded by the railway ; 
but as there are apparently no such external causes for the 
remarkable diminution in the number of females committed 
during the past year, it may fairly be supposed that this very 
desirable result is at least in part attributable to the improved 
system and discipline of the gaol ; and this supposition is con- 



SOUTH 

District. 

County of 
Wicklow 
Goal. 
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b'istmct firmed by the great decrease in tlie female re-committals, which 
— ‘ proves that the hardened and recurrent offenders have either 
^ickbif keen re ™ rmed > or deterred by their treatment. 

Gaol Juvenile crime has also much decreased. The governor is 
of opinion that the whipping of boys has much contributed to 
this improvement. 

Averages during 1855.— Average daily number: males, 
19TH; females, 12/ B \. Highest at any onetime: males, 30; 
females, 13. Lowest ditto: males, 8; females, 10. 

The accommodation consists of — 

Yards, 

Day rooms, 

Solitary cells, . 

Single cells, 

Sleeping rooms, 

Ho. of beds in such 

rooms, . 

Hospital rooms, 

Chapels, 

The building was secure, in good repair, clean, and well 
supplied with bedding and blankets : it would be well, however, 
if every bed were furnished with sheets, which are at present 
used in the hospital only, as they would undoubtedly conduce 
to health and cleanliness, and to economy, by saving much of 
the wear and tear of the blankets. Some parts of the prison 
were rather damp, and the ventilation of the cells of the new 
male prison is somewhat defective from the want of thorough 
draught. There is an ample supply of good water, and the 
sewerage is very effective. _ The female prison was undergoing 
alteration and extension, which will give anew laundry, a drying- 
room, and four additional cells. These new cells, as well as the 
existing twenty-one, are to be heated with hot air ; but some of 
them are not of" sufficient size for entire separation. I found that 
it was not designed to establish lavatories in the female prison. 
This is a serious omission, and as it can easily be supplied, it is 
to be hoped that this very necessary item may be included in 
the improvements in progress. Forty of the male cells have 
been certified as being fitted with ali requirements for entire 
separation, which system, however, is not fully adopted. There 
are good baths in which all are washed on admission. The 
females are confined in the pauper marshalsea, pending the 
alterations in their proper prison; the tread-wheel being situated 
within this marshalsea, cannot, consequently, at present bo 
used, and therefore it has not yet been fitted with partitions ; 
it is very desirable that the new laundry also should be fur- 
nished with partitions. The kitchen, stores, &c. are adequate. 

Classification . amongst the males is duly observed ; but asso- 
ciation is permitted to them during the hours of labour, and 
at other times ; so large a number of cells being adapted to the 
separate system, it is much to be regretted that separation in 
its entirety, which has been found so deterrent and reforma- 



4 

4 

1 

56 

3 



School rooms, 

W oik shops, 
Kitchens, 

Store rooms, 
Laundries, 

Baths, . 

Pumps and "Wells, 
Tread-wheels, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




305 



Inspeotors-Gentral of Prisons in Ireland. 

tory wherever it has been tried, should not be introduced. Sooth 
All the males, however, sleep and take their meals in single PlsTBICT ' 

Cells. County of 

Amongst the females classification is at present necessarily ^Gaoi! 0 
imperfect — they are merely divided into two classes, according 
to character, and are unavoidably constantly in association. 

The prisoners were all well clothed in prison dresses, and 
presented a satisfactory appearance ; and strict discipline is 
enforced. The governor attends the lock-up, and a turnkey 
patrols every night from ten p.m. to six a.m. There were IT 
males, and 36 females punished for prison offences in 1855, all 
by authority of the governor. 

During the year two males were sentenced to solitary con- 
finement, and two to whipping. 

Employment. — Males. — Punitive labour is supplied by the 
tread- wheel and shot- drill ; industrial labour has nearly ceased 
for the present, the number of hands being so small as barely 
to suffice for the performance of the ordinary prison duties. 

The females are chiefly employed in washing for the prison. 

The prison clothing lias hitherto been made up in gaol. 

No manufactured articles have been disposed of outside the 
gaol for the last two years. 

Stock at the Time of Inspection. 

Pairs Blankets, 

Pairs Sheets, , 

Hugs, 

Bed-ticks, 

Shirts, 

Schools. — Instruction in reading, writing, and arithmetic, is 
<dven by the turnkeys to the males for two hours daily in the 
chapel, which is divided into stalls. This school appeared to he 
well conducted, and a satisfactory registry of progress is kept ; 
hut is not tested by the chaplains. Similar educational instruc- 
tion is imparted to the females by the matron and her assistant. 

The former being confined to her bed by serious illness, the 
female school was not going on at the time of my visit. 

Number attending school during 1855 — males, 229 ; females, 

99. Average number attending daily — males, 16 ; females, 10. 

Dietary. Breakfast — males, 4 oz. of oatmeal, and 4 oz. of 

Indian meal in stirabout, and A pint of new milk. Females, 3A 
oz. of oatmeal, and 3A oz. of Indian meal in stirabout, and i pint 
of new milk. Males and females under fifteen years of age— 

2-J- oz. of oatmeal, arid 2J oz. of Indian meal in stirabout, and J 
pint of new milk. 

Dinner Males, 14 oz. of bread, half seconds flour and halt 

Indian meal, and 1 pint of new milk. Females, 12 oz. ot bread 
same as above, and j of a pint of new milk. Males and females 
under fifteen years— 8 oz. of bread same as above, and f of a 
pint new milk. 



111 


Jackets, 


. 151 


4 


Trowsers, 


. 65 


111 


Caps, 


. 65 


111 


Pairs Shoes, . 


. 76 



’ 53 I 
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South 

District. 



'yof 
Wicklo.io 
Gaol. 



Contracts.—- Bread, Id. per 4 lbs. under Dublin price • e + 

6d ‘ ’ Indlan meal > 12 «- 3d. ; meat, Id pe? lb •’ „ 
mdk 6|rf. per gallon ; salt, 2s. 8 d. per cwt. ; cads 1 ™? mi + 
candles, 10* per lb. ; soap, 5s. 3* per stone ’ Pert ° U; 

et cost of dietary for each prisoner on the day of insnertim, 

separate visiting books should be provided for the enSfesof rt 
performance of this duty, and that the quality of the 
should always be noticed; at present, all officers enter theh 
visits and remarks in the same boot. * ™ 1 

Books and Accounts.— All the books prescribed by the Court 

IW UATYf. Tvri+l-i „ i 



commendation, 

points connected with the crimes and other peculiarities of the 
persons committed to the gaol. The registries of , T 
and lunatics, and the hard labour and "general employment 
returns, are very explicit. The hospital books contain 

“ffiLfoSr ° f h0SpiU “ d ** ’ 

The accounts are kept by the local inspector. 

The total cost of the gaol, including dietary and salaries 
for the last three years was— 1852 £l 430 7, 

£1,370 3s. 1 id.; 1854, £1,354 19 l id M 1853 ’ 

Officers and Salaries. 

William Nolan, Esq., Local Inspector, 

Andrew Nolan, Esq., Surgeon, 

Rev. R. Porter, Protestant Chaplain’ 

Pev. J ohn Grant, Eoman Catholic do. 

Robert Barry, Governor, . 

Thomas Scales, shoemaker, sick, 

William Quin, capable of tailoring work, 

John Carolin, giving school instruction, ’ 

John Pepper, . 

James Manly, tailor and shoemaker, ' 

Edward Taylor, giving school instruction, 

Mary Barry, Matron, ... 

Elizabeth Halpin, Deputy Matron, 

Elizabeth Manly, Hospital Nurse, . 



fri ’ .7“ surra Die umtorms; they, together with 

the assistant matron, receive an allowance of ten stone of cTals ' 

W<3 ’ ° m the 1St 0f 0ctob ®r t0 I®* of April no 
other allowance or rations are given to any of the offices 

S: a °S. tUmkeyS ara 0apaWe — 4 iu shoemrg 



£ 


s. 


d. 


. 60 


0 


0 


. 65 


0 


0 


. 46 


3 


1 


• 46 


3 


1 


. 150 


0 


0 


• 39 


0 


0 


. 35 


0 


0 


. 35 


0 


0 


. 30 


0 


0 


. 30 


0 


0 


30 


0 


0 


30 


0 


0 


25 


0 


0 


10 


0 


0 


since 


^October 
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Officers’ Visits Local Inspector, 117 ; Surgeon, &c., 177; 

Protestant Chaplain, 266 ; Homan Catholic do., 237. 

I point with great pleasure to the large number of visits here 
recorded. 

Hospitals There was only one patient, a female, in the 

hospital, which was clean, orderly, and well furnished with all 
necessaries. 

The gaol had been healthy and free from epidemic. 





No. in Hospital. 


No. of Days. 


Cost of Medicine. 

£ s. d. 


No. of Deaths. 


1852, 


, 8 


196 


10 2 4£ 


1 


1853, 


11 


211 


10 19 9i 


4 


1854, 


17 


597 


5 17 6 


1 



The female patient above noticed was sentenced on the 1 3th 
of October, 1853, to four years’ penal servitude, and has been 
ever since in the hospital under treatment for scrofula. 



South 

District. 

County of 
Wicklow 
Gaol. 



Board of Superintendence. 



Bobert H. Truell, Esq., J.r. 
Francis Synge, Esq., J.r. 
Charles Tottenham, Esq., J.r. 
Arthur Bride, Esq., J.r. 

Bev. Henry Brownrigg. 

Bev. William Vickers. 



Bobt. F. Saunders, Esq., j.r. 
Thomas S. Dennis, Esq., j.r. 
Bev. Thomas Green. 

John Edwards, Esq., J.r. 
Edward A. Dennis, Esq., j.r. 



The Board meets monthly for the transaction of general 
business, and the payment of small bills and salaries ; the con- 
tracts and large accounts are duly examined and discharged at 
each assizes. 

Bridewells. jMtmcetis. 

Baltinglass.- — (District Bridewell), visited August 15th, three Baltingkss. 
male and two female prisoners in custody ; fifteen in the last 
quarter. The house clean, but damp, and some of the cells 
very dark. The sewerage ineffective ; there being no means of 
flushing the sewers with water. One pump was in order, the 
other dry. The privies were out of repair, and that assigned 
to females was very dirty. The room allotted to the sick was 
in bad order, and much glass was wanting in the windows. 

The tread-wheel had been repaired. The blankets were thin 
and bad ; it was stated that a new supply had been ordered. 

Petty sessions are held fortnightly, and those sentenced to 
the county gaol are at once transmitted thither. The com- 
mittals were correct, although not regularly filed; but the 
registry was defective, inasmuch as it did not contain due 
entries, under the hands of the constabulary, of the dates of 
the lodgments and removals of prisoners. The local inspector 
visits frequently. Dietary, 2 \d. per head for both sexes. The 
keeper had died three weeks previous to my visit, and his son, 
a turnkey in Wicklow gaol, had been appointed in his place ; 
but had not at that time arrived. The bridewell was in charge 
of the turnkey. 
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hn'l!!t y " N twenty m the last quarter. Thj g 

bridewell was very clean and orderly; but some new blankets 
weieiequired, those muse being thin and torn. The sewers are 
effective, and can be flushed with the water from the neighbour 

g mill-race. There is no drinking water on the premises 
Two new privies have been erected ; but the suggestions made 
by my colleague last year with reference to their construction 
not having been adopted, it is evident that escapes may be 
made by climbing on the roofs of these privies, and thence to 
the windows of the court-house, whence easy egress may be 
effected. The accommodation for the keeper is lamentably 
inadequate, consisting, as it does, of but one small room / r 
all purposes. J ‘ 

Petty sessions fortnightly, and transmittals regular - remstrr 
and committals correct. The local inspector visits ’ & J 

Dietary per head for males, and 5 \d. for females : beiim 
more than double the cost of that at Baltinglass. S 



Felton F. W. Hervet, Inspector- General. 
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SCHEDULE (A)— List of Prisons. 



County. 



NORTH DISTRICT. 



Site. 



Class of Prison. 



Duulin, . - - 1 


Ivilmainham, 


County Gaol. 




Richmond Bridewell, - 


House of Correction. 




Grangegorman-Uine, 


ditto (female). 




Marshal-lane, 


FourCourts Aiarshalsea. 




St. Sepulchre’s, - 


Manor Prison. 


Antrim, - 


Belfast, - - - 


County Gaol and House 
of Correction. 




Antrim, - 


Bridewell. 




Ballymena, - - - 


ditto. 


1 


Ballvmoney, 


ditto. 


Armagh, - 


Armagh, - 


County Gaol. 




Ballybot, - 


Bridewell. 




Lurgan, - 


ditto. 




Markethill, 


ditto. 




Newtownhamiiton, 


ditto. 


Cavan, - 


Cavan, - 


County Gaol. 




Bailieborough, 


Bridewell. 




Ballyconnell, 


ditto. 




Cootehill, - 


ditto. 


Donegal, - 


Lifford, - 


County Gaol. 


Buncrana, - 


Bridewell. 




Donegal, - 


ditto. 




Glenties, - 


ditto. 




Letterkennv, 


ditto. 


Down, - 


Downpatrick, 


County Gaol. 




Newry, - 


Bridewell. 




Newtownards, 


ditto. 


Fermanagh, 


Enniskillen, 


County Gaol. 


Newtownbutler, - 


Bridewell. 


Leitrim, - 


Carrick-on-Shannon, 


County Gaol. 




Ballinamore, 


Bridewell. 




Manorhamilton, - 


ditto. 


Londonderry, 


Londonderry, 


County Gaol. 


Coleraine, - 


Bridewell. 




Magherafelt, 


ditto. 




Newtownlimavadv, 


ditto. 


Longford, - 


Longford, - 


County Gaol. 


Louth, - 


Dundalk, - 


ditto. 




Drogheda, - 


Town Gaol. 




Ardee, - - - 


Bridewell. 


Mayo, • 


Castlebar, - 


; County Gaol. 


Ballina, - 


Bridewell. 




Ballinrohe, - 


ditto. 




Belmullet, - 


| ditto. 




Swineford, - 


j ditto. 




Westport, - 


i ditto. 



Schedule (A). 
List of Prisons. 
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( I Meath, - . - Trim, 

Kells, 

Navan, 

Monaghan, . - Monaghan, - 

Carrickmacross, 

Castleblayney, 

Clones, 

Roscommon, - - Roscommon, 

Athlon e, - 
Boyle, 
Castlereagh, 
Strokestown, 

! Sligo, - . . Sligo, 

Bally mote, - 

Tyrone, - - - Omagh, - 

Clogher, 
Dungannon, 
Strabane, - 

Westmeath, . . Mullingar, - 

Castleto wndelvin, 
Moate, 

SOUTH DISTRICT. 

Carlow, - - - , Carlow, . 

Clare, . . . Ennis, 

Ennistymon, 

Killaloe, 

Kilrush, 

Sixmilebridge, 

Tulla, 

Cork, . . . Cork, 

Cork, 

Cork, 

Kin sale, 

Bandon, 

Bantry, 

Castletown, 

Charleville, 

Clonakilty, - 

Dunmanway, 

Fermoy, 

Kanturk, - 
Macroom, - 
Mallow, 

Midleton, - 

Millstreet, - 

Mitchelstown, 

Queenstown, 

Roscarberry, 

Skibbereen, 

Yougbal, - 

Galway, - - . Galway, - 

Galway, 

Ballinasloe, 

Clifden, 

Eyrecourt, - 
Gort, 

Loughrea, - 
Oughterard, 
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County. 


Site. 


Class of Prison. 

Li 


| Galway — continued. 


Portumna, - 


_ 


_ 


Bridewell. 


Tuam, 


- 


- 


ditto. 


1 


Woodford, - 


- 


- 


ditto. 


I Kerry,. - 


Tralee, 


- 


- 


County Gaol. 


Caherciveen, 


- 


- 


Bridewell. 


1 


Castleisland, 


- 


- 


ditto. 


1 


Dingle, 


- 


- 


ditto. 




Kenmare, - 


- 


- 


ditto. 




Killarney, - 


- 


- 


ditto. 




Listowel, - 


- 


- 


ditto. 




Milltown, - 


- 


- 


ditto. 




Tarbert, 


- 


- 


ditto. 


Kildare, - 


Naas, 


- 


- 


County Gaol. 


Athy, 


- 


- 


ditto. 


Kilkenny, - 


Kilkenny, - 
Kilkenny, - 


■ 


■ 


County Gaol. 
City Gaol. 




Callan, 


- 


- 


Bridewell. 


1 


Thomastown, 


- 


- 


ditto. 


I 


Urlingford, 


- 


- 


ditto. 


I King’s County, < - 


Tullamore, 

Parsonstown, 


: 


_ 


County Gaol. 
District Bridewell. 


| Limerick, - 


Limerick, - 


- 


- 


County Gaol. 


Limerick, - 


- 


- 


City Gaol. 




Bruff, 


- 


- 


Bridewell. 




Croom, 


- 


- 


ditto. 




Glin, 


- 


- 


ditto. 




Kilfinane, - 


- 


- 


ditto. 




Newcastle, - 


- 


- 


ditto. 




Rathkeale, - 


- 


- 


ditto. 


Queen’s County, 


Maryborough, 

Abbeyleix, 


■ 


■ 


County Gaol. 
Bridewell. 




Borris-in-Ossory, 


- 


ditto. 




Stradbally, - 


- 


- 


ditto. 


Tipperary, 


Clonmel, - 
Nenagb, 


■ 


- 


County Gaol, 
ditto. 




Borrisokane, 


- 


- 


Bridewell. 




Cabir, 


- 


- 


ditto. 




Carrick-on-Suir, - 


- 


ditto. 




Casbel, 


- 


- 


ditto. 




Clogbeen, - 


- 


- 


ditto. 




New Birmingham, 


- 


ditto. 




Newport, - 


- 


- 


ditto. 




Roscrea, 


- 


- 


ditto. 


1 


Templemore, 


- 


- 


ditto. 


| 


Thurles, 


- 


- 


ditto. 


| 


Tipperary, - 


- 


- 


ditto. 


| Waterford, 


Waterford, - 


- 


- 


County Gaol. 


Waterford, - 


- 


- 


City Gaol. 


| 


Waterford, - 


- 


- 


House of Correction. 


1 ' ‘ 


Dungarvan, 


- 


- 


Bridewell. 




Lismore, - 


- 


- 


ditto. 


I Wexford, - 


Wexford, - 


- 




County Gaol. 


Enniscorthy, 


- 




Bridewell. 


i 


Gorey, 


- 




ditto. 


1 


New Ross, - 


- 




ditto. 


| Wicklow, - 


Wicklow, - 


- 




County Gaol. 


Baltinglass, 


- 




District Bridewell. 


1 


Tinahely, - 


— — 


— 


Bridewell. 
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Schedule (B). 

Number of Pri- 
soners confined 
in the Gaols of 
Ireland on 31st 
Dec., 1855. 
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SCHEDULE (C) Return of Accommodation, &c., in the several County 
and Town Gaols in the Year 1855. 



Criminal Prisoners. 



M. F. M. F. 









Debtors. 


ounty and Town Gaols. 


Average 

Number 

Con- 


Higliest 
Number 
at any 
one time. 


No. of 
Rooms. 








M. F. | 



Antrim, . . . 219 

Armagh, . . ! 85 

Carlow, . . ’ 4 5 . 

Cavan, . . .67 

Clare (Ennis), . .116 

Cork, 5 County, - . 302 

^ (City, . . 170 

Donegal (Lifford), . . 85-J 

Down (Downpatrick), . 129 

Dublin Co. (Kilmainham), . 146 - f 

Dublin f RichmondBridewell, 322 
City, I GrangegormanPen., 365 
Fermanagh (Enniskillen), . 56 

Galway, ( County, , . 73 

l down, . . 39-6 

Kerry (Tralee), . .104 

Kildare, • • 61 

(Athy, . . 42.4 

Kilkenny, j Comty, . so 

King's County (Tullamore), 74 
Leitrim (Carrick-on-Shan.), 46-9 
Limerick, .[County, . 124 

T . , fCity, . . ns 

Londonderry, . .73 

Longford, . . . 49.5 

Louth, iS un u aI f’ ' 597 

l Drogheda, . 25-6 

Mayo (Castlebar), . .113 

Meath (Trim), . . gO -8 

Monaghan, . . . 65 I 

Queen’s County (Maryboro’), 79 
Roscommon, 77 ’2 

sHgo, . : : 58k 

Tipperary, j^nagh . 120-3 

1 Clonmel, . 238 '7 

Tyrone (Omagh), . . 94 

Waterford, } County, . 72-9 

l City, . .62*5 

Westmeath (Mullingar), . 70 

Wexford, * . . 157*7 

Wicklow, » . . 31-6 



317 


99 








- 409 


66 


38 




) 9 




t 2 188 


47 


41 




- 




1 2 106 


70 


18 




- 




: - 103 


82 


33 


6 


- 


c 


> - 157 


102 


13 


73 


57 




- 234 


54 


54 


- 


8 


9 


1 9 180 


73 


10 


2 


_ 


2 


2 109 


101 


39 


5 


12 


_ 


- 187 


64 


28 


1 






- 184 


190 


_ 


77 


_ 


! 8 


- 487 


- 


167 


ss ~ 


2 




4 267 


82 


20 




- 


2 


2 118 


67 


14 


5 


3 


5 


4 120 


28 


7 


“ 


2 


6 


6 68 


78 


15 


_ 


_ 


6 


2 126 


28 


13 


17 


2 


1 


2 80 


20 


12 


2 


- 


2 


1 9 


104 


88 


47 


- 






7 


‘ 


“ 




4 


2 46 



179 10 6 111 48 - 

160 10 2 45 26 10 



2 98 30 14 

1 60 20 12 



- 132 
- - 108 

2 2 183 

6 6 111 

1 11 205 



3 2 118 

2 2 164 

3 92 

2 7 122 

8 3 208 

12 4 414 



1 26 30 - 

1 80 10 12 



5,277 279 54 3,267 1,225 371 139 128 103 6,479 j 





E 



! la ffirtp-fiartk Papon of hupaolon-Gmarat of Prison i 
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SCHEDULE (Gr)— C ost of Subsistence, Euel, and Incidents, also of Salaries 
of Keepers, &c., of Bridewells, in the Year 1855. 



County. 


Bridewell. 




Charge for each Bridewell. 


Total Charge j 
to the 
County. 


confined 
in tho 
Year 1855. 


Subsistence, 
Fuel, and 
Incidents. 


^f 17 
Keeper, &c. 








£ s. d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ s. 


d. 




Antrim, . 


542 


25 2 11 


20 


0 


0 








Ballymena, 


786 


33 18 3 


20 












Ballymoney, . 


410 


24 10 9 
















1,738 


83 11 11 


60 


0 


0 


143 11 


11 


] Armagh, 


Ballybot, 


319 


21 6 10 


18 


0 


0 




Lurgan, . 


454 . 


25 17 10 














Marketliill, 


72 


7 16 10 


10 


0 










Newtown- Hamilton, 


210 


14 10 6£ 


12 


0 


0 










1,055 


69 12 0* 


58 


0 


0 




















127 12 




Cavan, . 


Bailieborough, 


200 


17 4 0 


30 


0 


0 






Ballyconnell, . 


72 


10 8 4 














Cootehill, 


158 


14 12 3 
















430 


42 4 7 


80 


0 


0 




















122 4 




Clare, . 


Ennistymon, . 


215 


18 12 7 


20 


0 


0 








165 
















Kilrush, . 


266 


23 15 4 


30 


0 


0 








Sixmilebridge, 


73 


9 2 1 


20 


0 


0 








Tulla, . 


193 


19 9 10 


20 














912 


89 11 8 


110 


0 


0 


199 11 


8 




Band on, 


485 


17 4 9 


25 


0 


0 




Bantry, . 


134 


17 17 3 


25 


0 


0 








Castletown, . 


163 


10 5 4 


15 


0 


0 


L 






Charleville, . 


214 


12 18 6 


15 


0 


0 








Clonakilty, 


228 


12 11 1 


25 


0 


0 










8,596 


235 5 0 


99 


0 


0 








Dunmanway, . 


129 


9 7 10 


15 


0 


0 








Eermoy, 


679 


47 5 6 


20 


0 


0 








Kanturk, 


230 


18 13 11 


8 


6 


8 








Kinsale, . 


195 


14 16 10 


5 


16 


8 








Macroom, 


192 


13 19 3 


25 


0 


0 








Mallow, . 


600 


43 5 8 


25 


0 


0 








Midleton, 


547 


39 14 8 


20 


0 


0 








Millstreet, 


88 


9 3 


15 


0 


0 








Mitcbelstown, 


277 


17 7 11 


15 


0 


0 








Queenstown, . 


447 


13 19 11 


15 


0 


0 








Boscarberry, . 


54 


7 19 0 


15 


0 


0 








Skibbereen, . 


464 


21 13 11 


25 


0 


0 








Youghal, j 


268 


17 8 r 


20 


0 


0 










13,990 


530 18 li 


428 


3 


4 




















1.009 1 


5* 
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SCHEDULE (G)— -Cost of Subsistence, Fued, and Incidents, also of Saumbs 
ol Keepers, &c., of Bridbweids, m the Year ISo 5— continued. ' 



County. 



Kerry, . 



Kilkenny, 

King’s Co., 
Leitrim, 



Bridewell. 



Donegal, 

Down, . 

Fermanagh, 

Galway, 



I Number j 

confined I 

in the | Subsistence, 
Year 1855.; Fuel, and 
! Incidents. 



Charge for each Bridewell. 



Salary 

of 

Keeper, &c. 



Total Charge 
to the 

• County. 



Buncrana, 

Donegal, 

Glenties, 

Letterkenny, 



Kewry, . 
Newtownards, 



Newtown-Butler, 



Ballinasloe, 
Clifden, . 
Eyrecourt, 
Gort, 

Lough rea, 
Oughterard, 
Portumna, 
Tuam, . 
Woodford, 



Calierciveen, 

Castleisland, 

Dingle, . 

Kenmare, 

Killarney, 

Listowel, 

Milltown, 

Tarbert, 



Callan, . 
Thomastown, . 
Urlingford, 



Parsonstown, . 



Ballinamore, . 
Manorhamilton, 



57 

214 



1,255 

660 



£ s. d. 
7 1 10 

15 1 2 

7 10 0 

16 13 8 



£ s. d. j 
30 0 0 ! 
30 0 0 ! 
30 0 0 i 
30 0 0 ! 



46 6 8 ! 120 0 0 



344 

138 

26 

203 

308 

93 

58 

278 



01 3 6 j 50 . 0 0 
22 15 4 \ ! 25 0 0 



113 18 10 



28 
20 : 



6 1 
3 9 
12 10 
19 8 
33 1 7 
17 2 4 
17 18 4 
23 1 1 3 



10 



18 9 0 
27 9 0 
18 9 0 

26 9 0 

27 9 0 
0 

9 0 
18 9 0 
18 9 0 



18 

18 



1,486 


224-9 5 


| 192 


1 


0 j 


119 


17 4 5 


10 


0 


0 I 


122 


14 3 3 


10 


0 


0 


104 


16 12 6 


10 


0 


0 


153 


14 7 7 


10 


0 


0 


596 


36 8 8 


20 


0 


0 


564 


39 3 7 


20 


0 


0 


171 


16 1 3 


10 


0 


0 


92 


10 17 5 


10 


0 


0 


1,921 


164 18 8 


100 


0 


0 


139 


8 0 10 


9 


4 


8 


2 26 


12 14 6 


25 


0 


o ! 


95 


13 6 10 
: 


9 


4 


-Hi 


| 460 


34 2 2 


43 


9 


3£ ! 


j 429 


75 18 4 1 


40 


0 


0 | 


129 


13 2 8 


30 


0 


0 I 


134 


13 3 4 | 


30 


0 


-! 


263 


26 6 0 j 


60 


0 


0 i 




1 i 



77 II .H 
115 18 4 



166 6 8 



188 18 10 
22 8 4 
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SCHEDULE (G) Cost of Subsistence, Fueb, and Incidents, also of S 
of Keepeks, &o., of Beidsweiis, in the Year 18 55 — continued. ' 



County. 



Sligo, . 
Tipperary, 



Tyrone, 



Waterford, 



Westmeath, . 



! Wexford, 



Ballymote, 



Borrisokane, 
Cahir, 

Carrick-on- Suir, 
Cashel, . 
Clogheen, 

New Birmingham, 
Newport, 

Roscrea, 
Templemore, 
Thurles, 
Tipperary, 



Charge for each Bridewell. 



Salary 

of 

Keeper, &o. 



Clogher, 

Dungannon, 

Strabane, 



Dungarvan, 

Lismore, 



Castletowndelvin, 
Moate, . 



Enniscorthy, . 
Gorey, . 

New Ross, 


322 

128 

275 


27 . 3 9 
13 19 7 
21' 3 8J 


30 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 


725 


62 7 OJ 


90 0 0 


Baltinglass, 


87 


100 18 6 




Tinahely, 


63 


11 7 0 


25 0 0 




150 


112 5 6 


o 

o 

o 

CO 


Total for 1855, . 


38,002 






„ 1854, . 


48,356 




6 


Decrease in 1855, . : 


10,354 




d 



County. 





\ £ s. d. 


£ 


s. 


' 

d. 


82 


1 9 4 0 


40 


0 


0 


99 


12 16 4 


25 


0 




477 


19 1 7 


30 


0 


0 


673 


22 5 8 


30 


0 


0 


961 


59 15 10 


35 


0 


0 


187 


8 0 2 


30 


0 


0 


252 


12 12 8 


30 


0 


0 


142 


13 17 2 


25 


0 


0 


394 


26 17 8 


25 


0 


0 


257 


27 0 ] 


25 


0 




745 


28 2 2 


34 


7 


6 


971 


29 9 9 


35 


0 


0 . 


5,158 


259 19 1 


324 


7 


6 


118 


32 6 4 


40 


0 


0 


39.9 ’ 


154 17 10£ 


60 


0 


0 


220 


26 4 0 


36 


0 


0 


737 


213 8 2£ 


136 


0 


0 


486 


38 14 9 


50 


0 


0 


191 


20 16 7 


20 


0 


0 


677 


59.11 4 


70 


0 


0 . 


58 


8 6 6 


30 


0 


0 


201 


17 11 6 


35 


0 


0 


259 


25 18 0 


65 


0 


0 



£ s. d. 
49 4 0 



349 8 2J 



152 7 OJ | 



7 Hi 



£488 16 1J | 
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